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Hope For Perlphera

] Neuropathy

There is hope for relief from the chronic
pain, burning, numbness and balance
issues caused by peripheral neuropathy

A Daily Struggle, Not Just a Part
of Aging

Too often, those diagnosed with
peripheral neuropathy are told, *You just
have to live with it,” or that it's simply “a part
of aging.” But for those experiencing its
effects, peripheral neuropathy is far more
than an inconvenience - its a daily struggle
thatimpacts every aspect of life, With more
than 30 million people in North America
estimated to have peripheral neuropathy
—anumber likely underreported due to
frequent misdiagnoses — the need for
effective treatment has never been maore
urgent,

Understanding the Impact of
Peripheral Neuropathy

Dr. Lucas Brown, DACM LAc of Rosedale
Acupuncture & Wellness shared this belief.
“I've been treating chronic pain and
neurcpathy, in all its various forms, for nearly
two decades and so often my patients
come to me because of the symptoms, not
becasue of the diagnosis. They saw me an
TV. or spoke to one of our patients and say
to themselves ‘Hey, | feel the same thing,”
he said.

When asked how this condition impaocts
daily life, Dr. Brown added, “It can be
devastating. Imagine trying to go about
your day when your feet feel like they're
on fire or struggling to sleep because
of constant burning and tingling. It can
even become dangerous. Many patients
can't safely drive because their feet have
become so numb. And because of that
numbness, they live in constant fear of
falling. What's most heartbreaking is that
they've been told it’s just a part of getting
older, leaving them feeling hopeless.

Peripheral neuropathy is a result of
domage to the nerves which causes pain
ranging from discomfort to debilitating. It
can be caused by diabetes, chemotherapy,
or an unknown cause, Since neuropathyisa
degenerative condition, once those nerves
beginto deteriorate they will continue to do
so until they are completely expired, leaving
those suffering with crippling balance
issues. “In this case, the absence of pain is
not necessarily a good thing,” shared Dr.
Brown. “This usually indicates that your
nerves are hanging on by a fragile thread.”

A Unique Approach to Treatment

Fortunately, Dr, Brown and his team
provide treatments for this often
misunderstood and seemingly hopeless
disease. What sets them apart from
other clinics is the unique combination of
acupuncture and advanced integrative
therapies. “Our treatments stimulate the
nerves, which can regenerate and reverse
the damage that causes peripheral
neuropathy. The real magic happens when
we blend time-tested traditional methods
with cutting-edge integrative medical
technology,” Dr. Brown emphasized.

Why Patients Choose Rosedale
Acupuncture

“Most of our patients come to us after
having tried everything else without
success,” said Dr. Brown. “Our focusis to
introduce a new approach to neuropathy
treatement. While each case is unigue,
the body has a natural ability to heal itself.
Sometimes, though - esoecially as we
age - it needs an extra boost to kickstart
that process. That’s where we come in.” At
Rosedale Acupuncture, the process begins
with a conversation about how the disease
affects the patient’s daily life, followed by a

sensory assessment to evaluate the extent
of nerve damage.

“This helps us determine if we can make @
meaningful difference,” said Dr. Brown. “If
the domage is beyond a certain level, there's
not a lot we can do. thankfully, for most
patenients, we see a significant reduction in
pain, enhanced mobility and sensation, and
improved sensory reassessment scores.”

Take Action Today

When it comes to treating peripheral
neuropathy, regardless of its origin, early
detection greatly improves your chances
of recovery. While sooner is aleways
better, meaningful improvements may still
be achieved even in later stages. If you or
someone you love is suffering from chronic
pain that presents as burning, tingling, or
‘pins and needles’, or you've recently been
diagnosed with peripheral neuropathy, its
important to know that there are options.
Call today to schedule a consult. Dr.
Brown can then come up with the perfect
treatment plan for you! Mention this ad for a
$40 New Patient consult fee,

Call 512-623-1996 or visit www.RosedaleAcuWell.com

to learn more and schedule your consultation today!
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FEEDBACK

»>»>>>>>>> LETTERS + COMMENTS

FROM FARAWAY FRIENDS

Dear Editor,

Avyear ago, we wrote a “Letter From a Friend” that
you posted online and in your print edition (letter
received Feb 10, 2025). We were alarmed by the first
few weeks of the 47th administration and saddened
every day during our long stay as things went from bad
to worse. Much has happened since then and none of
itis good - what we see from this side of the world’s
longest unprotected border is appalling. How can the
country we have loved so much sink so low?

We would love to return to Austin this winter, but we
are boycotting the U.S. - not because of the tariffs but
rather to show our disapproval of the current autocrat-
ic regime. Besides, ICE and CBP would undoubtedly
not like “our kind” and might well “lock us up.” We see
the cruelty and injustice that continues in Minneapolis
and across your country. We are fearful what might
befall we longtime Canadian visitors.

Your president has unleashed the chaos we warned
you about and it’s worse than expected. International
laws, rules, conventions, treaties and alliances
carry no weight. Kindness and empathy are seen as
weaknesses; belligerence and bullying are seen as
strength. Canada will never be a 51st state, nor will
Greenland, Panama, or Venezuela. And NATO will not
bow to the Lyin’ King. The recent Davos meeting of the
WEF showed the world who the adults are in the room.
Much shame on your babbling 47th president. Isnt it
about time to impeach and convict?

You are rapidly losing your democracy and the rule of
law. It will be hard to get that back. Repairing the dam-
age done to your education, health care, environment,
justice, infrastructure, international relations, etc. will
not be easy - even with the expected changes in the
coming midterms. But, you put a man on the moon, so
surely getting rid of a dangerously demented president
cannot be that difficult! You need to do it, and you need
to do it soon. People all over the world will support you -
but only Americans can solve this American problem.

We want to return to Austin. We miss our friends.
We miss the music! But only you can stop Donald
Trump. Until you do, we're staying away.

Reg Quinton & Kate Graham

OOPSI In David Weinberg's letter
1 to the editor titled

“Tightening the Purse Strings” (Feedback,
Feb. 6) about City Council Member Ryan
Alter, we neglected to point out to read-
ers that Weinberg is running against Alter
to represent City Council District 5. The
Chronicle regrets the omission.

AUSTINCHRONICLE.COM/FEEDBACK

BLURRED LINES

Dear Editor,

On the campaign trail, Brigid Shea has heen
taking credit for expanding access to justice through
counsel at first appearance. That claim leaves out
important context.

Travis County did not voluntarily create a system
guaranteeing counsel at first appearance. That
reform came only after the ACLU sued the county
for failing to provide attorneys at a critical stage of
the criminal process. For years, people appeared
before magistrates for bail decisions without legal
representation. The current system exists because
litigation forced compliance with constitutional
requirements, not because county leadership chose
to lead.

That same blurring of timelines and authorship
shows up in how the public defender office is dis-
cussed. None of this diminishes the importance of
expanding legal representation.

But make no mistake: Important time, money,
and other resources had to be directed toward Shea
and other commissioners to force these changes.
Travis County deserves a county Commissioners
Court that does right by its residents the first time
around. It deserves a Court with commissioners
who understand the vital urgency of real reform of
our criminal legal system. At a time when our rights
are being stripped away by our national and state
governments, we can’t afford commissioners who
think there’s time to waste when expanding access
to justice at the local level.

Amy Kamp

FINGER ON THE PULSE

Dear Editor,

| appreciate the hard work of your reporters and
have read some good articles by Brant Bingamon,
but lately he has come up short by not adequately
representing the community. In his coverage of
Proposition Q leading up to the election, he assumed
that it would pass, and that only a relatively small
number of people on the right opposed it. There was
considerable opposition throughout the community,
and other news outlets covered it much better than
the Chronicle.

Similarly, with his coverage of the caps over I-35
[“I-35’s Cap and Stitch Is Getting Messy,” News, Jan.
30], he is not adequately covering the opposition in the
community. He makes a sweeping statement at the
beginning of the article that social justice advocates
and the business community support the caps. The
link with that statement goes to the Downtown Austin
Alliance; no social justice group is referenced. Many
advocates in the community oppose the caps; Susana
Almanza of PODER has spoken publicly against them.
Mr. Bingamon spoke to one community member who
supports the caps, Ms. Walker, but did not speak to
any community members who oppose them. He needs
to get out in the community and get a pulse on what
is happening among community members. Itis not
enough for him to interview the City Council members
and only supporters of a particular policy.

Susan Pantell
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PRETTY FOOLISH

Dear Editor,

Inyour excellent story “I-35’s Cap and Stitch Is
Getting Messy,” you cited UT Professor Emeritus
Sinclair Black as an early proponent and supporter of
the project. You did not mention that Black has since
changed his tune.

Interviewed and broadcast by FOX-7 on September
30, 2024, at the unveiling of the project’s design, Black
stated, “I think it's the biggest disaster Austin has ever
faced. It’s a terribly expensive mistake. It doesn’t deal
with climate change, the tax base, equity, environ-
ment, anything. It just doesn’tdo it.”

The “terrible” expense he mentions is not only the
over $1 billion for construction, 30% more than the
entire slate of essential projects referred for a 2026
bond election, but also the annual $48 million for
perpetual maintenance, over one-quarter of the entire
Parks and Recreation budget.

Pretty is one thing. Pretty foolish is another. Sinclair
saw the difference.

Laura Templeton

ABOUT WALKOUTS

Dear Editor,

As an Austin ISD parent, I've watched recent
student walkouts - including protests related to
immigration enforcement - with respect. Student
civic engagement matters. Free expression matters.

Schools should protect students’ rights to speak on
political issues that affect their lives.

But not all walkouts are the same, and school dis-
tricts have a responsibility to recognize the difference.

Last year at Ann Richards School for Young Women
Leaders, an official district investigation found that a
student had been harmed by the actions of a campus
leader. That finding is a matter of public record. In
the aftermath, students later organized a walkout in
support of that same leader. The district allowed the
protest to proceed without addressing the document-
ed harm that had already occurred.

That raises a difficult but necessary question: When
are student walkouts an exercise of free speech - and
when does a school have an ethical duty to intervene?

Political protests challenge systems of power.
Walkouts that defend institutional authority figures are
fundamentally different. In those situations, students
may not have full access to the facts, and the risk of
retraumatizing harmed students is real. Allowing such
protests without context or safeguards sends a trou-
bling message about whose voices matter most.

I’'m not suggesting schools should police political
beliefs. But when a walkout centers on rehabilitating
adults who have been found to cause harm - rather than
challenging injustice - districts have a duty to pause,
assess, and protect students who may be impacted.

Free expression and student safety are not opposing
values. Our schools should be capable of holding both.

AISD Parent Angela Strickland
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OPI N ION >33 VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY

WhatIs Texas Without DREAMers?

Last year, I received an email from my
company’s CEO announcing that I had been
selected as one of just 14 employees globally
to travel to Iceland. This would have been
an important sustainability trip with senior
leadership and the CEO himself. It was a
milestone moment that I had earned.

When I got the news, I felt immense pride,
but also dread. Once again, I stood at the
intersection of my dreams and the invisible
wall of U.S. immigration policy.

I've lived in Texas for over 20 years. Like
many others, I came as a child, small hands
carrying dreams too big for borders or for
understanding immigration laws. I grew up
American, in my language, in my classrooms,
and in the way my heart sings the anthem.
But the documents never quite caught up.

I'm a recipient of Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA. It’s a policy that
allows me to legally work and protects me
from deportation. It has given me a lifeline.
Despite facing countless obstacles as a DACA
recipient, I went on to earn a degree from a

top university. I've paid thousands in taxes.
Additionally, driven by a deep commitment
to giving back to my community, I dedicated
thousands of hours to service, even earning
the Presidential Service Award. I built a
career as a financial accountant at a
Fortune Global 500 company, one of
the largest corporations in the world,
yet my life remains legally fragile.

That trip to Iceland would have
marked my first time crossing a bor-
der since arriving in the U.S., a chance
to see the world beyond. It also would have
offered a rare opportunity for legal reentry,
something DACA recipients can apply for
through a process known as Advance Parole.

So, with all the proper documentation,
I walked into a U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services office. My hands were
full of paperwork. My heart was full of
hope. But the words that came back were
crushing: “You have all the proof, but we
cannot approve you.”

The denial was based not on law, but on

BY EDILSA

LOPEZ

an invisible internal memo, they said, one
that quietly closed the doors on Advance
Parole for people like me. Without warning.
Without a chance to appeal.

And if ongoing efforts such as the Texas court
case succeed in ending the DACA program, it
won’t just be my dreams coming to an end.

There are about 580,000 of us, DREAMers,
as we’re often called, who were brought here
as children and grew up believing in the
American promise. We are your teachers,
engineers, nurses, parents, and tax-
payers. We contribute billions to our

communities and the economy each
year. Yet our right to simply exist in
the only home we’ve ever known
can disappear with a single policy
memo No one can see.
If DACA ends, Texas stands to lose
tens of thousands of skilled workers over-
night. That would drain talent from the very
sectors the state relies on and create hiring
crises employers are already warning about.
Losing DREAMers would create holes in the
workforce that no state, especially one grow-
ing as fast as Texas, can afford.

T've fought for every inch of my life, putting
myself through high school, overcoming home-
lessness, and graduating college. I once even
dreamed of becoming a lawyer. But every time
I reached another door, it slammed shut.

So I ask: How am I a threat to society? I am
your co-worker. Your neighbor. The mother
of your child’s classmate. I'm only asking for
the chance to keep giving back to the coun-
try that raised me. When will I be allowed to
live freely?

If we, as Americans, truly honor hard
work, perseverance, and love for family, then
why punish those of us who embody those
values the most?

Ending DACA work permits in Texas won’t
just end careers. It will shatter lives like
mine. It will fracture the very communities
we’ve helped build.

So I ask you, my co-workers and my neigh-
bors: Don’t let them do this to us. Texas’
future depends not just on our voices, but on
yours, too. | ]

Edilsa Lopez is a proud DACA recipient
and immigration advocate.

GOT SOMETHING TO GET OFF YOUR CHEST?

The Chronicle welcomes submissions of opinion pieces on any topic from the community.

Find guidelines and tips at austinchronicle.com/contact/opinion.

LINCOLN-GOLDFINCH
IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY
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FOR TEXAS HOUSE 50

Paid for by the Friends of Kate Lincaln-Goldfinch Campaign kigfortexas.com
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BY THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE
EDITORIALBOARD

March 2026 Primary Election Endorsements

Our choices for local, state, and federal races

The Chronicle Editorial Board provides
the following endorsements to Democrats in
advance of early voting (Feb. 17 through Feb.

27) and election day, Tuesday, March 3. We urge
readers to be thorough with their ballots and cast
avote in every contest. Visit austinchronicle.
com/elections for a shorter, poll-friendly version
of these endorsements. You may vote at any Vote
Center in Travis County where the “Vote Here/
Aqui” signiis displayed.

Note: We only issue endorsements in con-
tested races, so if you don’t see an endorse-
ment for a given position, that’s because
a candidate is running uncontested. Our
endorsements are based on a mix of reporting,
candidate meetings in person and over Zoom,
and questionnaires.

Early Voting: Tuesday, Feb.17 - Friday, Feb. 27

Election Day: Tuesday, March 3

Travis County: votetravis.gov or 512/238-
VOTE (8683)

Williamson County: wilco.org/departments/
elections or 512/943-1630

Hays County: hayscountytx.gov/elections
or512/393-7310

Federal

U.S.SENATE: JAMES TALARICO

Texans would be lucky to have either candidate, state
Rep. James Talarico or U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crockett,
represent us in D.C. Both candidates have strong
progressive records and are rising stars in the party,
but with distinct narratives. A civil rights attorney and
former public defender, Crockett is seen as the quick-
witted fighter, while Talarico, a Presbyterian seminarian
and former public school teacher, presents as more
measured - and potentially more attractive to moderates
and Christian conservatives looking for an alternative to
Trump toadies Ken Paxton and John Cornyn.

In our separate endorsement meetings with the
candidates, we saw even more depth. Crockett wowed
us with a poise and charisma that was at once conver-
sational and deeply informed. Talarico surprised us by
naming the war on Gaza as the moral test of our time, a
stance not every Democrat is willing to publicly take.

The race has grown heated. The pro-Talarico camp,
via the unaffiliated Lone Star Rising PAC, launched the
first attack ad in early February, and the candidate badly
bobbled when an off-the-record remark characterizing
his former primary opponent Colin Allred as mediocre
opened him up to accusations of racism. (Talarico

says his comment was mischaracterized and that
he meant Allred’s campaign was mediocre, not the
man himself.) We’re disappointed, if not surprised,
this nationally watched contest is getting uglier: The
stakes are high. The question that everybody - polit-
icos, editorial boards, and voters desperate to send
the first Texas Democrat to the U.S. Senate in 30
years - is weighing is which of these exceptionally
qualified candidates will be the most competitive

in the general election. Crockett told us she could
bring back Black and Hispanic voters who drifted
Republicaninthe last election. Talarico touted his
own track record flipping a red district blue.

Inthe end, it was that proven record moving
the needle that convinced us to go with Talarico,
along with the front-row seat we've had to his time
representing Central Texas at the Lege, where
he defended public schools, decried Christian
nationalism and a system rigged to benefit the
most wealthy, and was a leader in the quorum
break that galvanized Dems across the country.
At atime when public education is in crisis and
working-class families are underwater, we think
Talarico’s message, and his track record, will
resonate not just with Democrats in November but
with Republicans and independents ready fora
change, too.

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 10:
CAITLIN ROURK

Army veteran and mother Caitlin Rourk was originally
running for the District 31 seat, but swapped to District
10 due to the GOP gerrymandering. While we were
not bowled over by any of the candidates, we think
that Rourk has reasonable and executable ideas on
approaching immigration enforcement and tackling
education, health care, and other issues that have been
exacerbated by the Big Beautiful Bill.

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 11:
PEDRO “PETE" RUIZ

In our endorsement discussions this cycle, the
Chronicle’s editorial staff often came back to the idea of
electability. The notion is especially relevant in the insanely
gerrymandered District 11, which includes a small corner
of West Austin but is really one of the most conservative
districts in the state, taking in San Angelo, Midland, Odessa,
and the rural communities around them. In many ways,
we feel more aligned with Claire Reynolds, the Austinite in
the race. But Pete Ruiz actually lives in the heart of CD 11,
has built a solid reputation there, and seems to have strong
progressive values. We think he’ll be better at making his
case to Republicans.

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 17:
NO ENDORSEMENT

A good chunk of purple Williamson County was redistrict-
ed into this 11-county district currently represented by MAGA
conservative Pete Sessions, who is running unopposed
inthe Republican primary. The Dem field numbers three.
We liked the clear policy ideas laid out by Casey Shepard,
aWaco-based attorney specializing in indigent criminal
defense. Air Force veteran and first responder J. Gordon
Mitchell stood out for his crisis response experience, and
has earned endorsements from East Wilco Democrats, Hill
County Democrats, and TMK-Indivisible Waco. Milah Flores,
a community advocate and financial support coordinator
for veterans, did not respond to our questionnaire, but has
received the Texas AFL-CIO endorsement, among others. In
the end, we simply did not feel like we had enough informa-
tionto issue a full-throated endorsement in this race.

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 21:
KRISTIN HOOK

We were impressed by both Hook and one of her oppo-
nents, Regina Vanburg. They’re both intelligent, well-round-
ed candidates with a passion for helping the diverse constit-
uents of this district. Ultimately, we think Hook’s prior expe-
rience running a campaign in a red-leaning district (there’s a
dozen Republicans in this primary) gives her an edge.

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 27:
TANYALLOYD

Lockhart public school teacher Tanya Lloyd is a
former Republican who, as a Dem, lost to Republican
incumbent Michael Cloud to represent the district in
2024 - and we think that experience is an asset here.
Lloyd’s already knocked on a lot of doors, hoosting her
profile, and her own conversion from R to D makes her
the better candidate to court independents and even
conservatives disgusted with MAGA politics.

CONTINUED ON P.12
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From policy to practice, new insights on education are
within reach for Austin locals. Thought leaders, innovators,
and visionaries are converging at SXSwW EDU 2026 to share
their expertise March 9-12.

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WITH A SXSW EDU BADGE:

» New research and big ideas from trailblazing speakers

» Sessions for professionals across the entire learning
lifecycle

» Practical tools and approaches in hands-on workshops

« The latest innovations from edtech startups

» Career guidance in one-on-one mentor sessions

«  Meet ups with a global community of education
professionals

*  Films and performances, including shorts from Texas
students
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ENDORSEMENTS CONTINUED

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 31:
STUART WHITLOW

We're sticking with Stuart Whitlow, a candidate
with deep roots in District 31, in this race to represent
Round Rock, Georgetown, Leander, and Cedar Park.
Whitlow has spent decades working for progressive
values in the area and made a respectable run
for this same seat in 2024. The editorial board
was also impressed with the energy of Whitlow’s
challenger, Justin Early, a veteran and IT professional
campaigning on improving affordability and protecting
privacy in the face of Al surveillance. However, we feel
Whitlow is the better-known quantity and will make the
Republican in the race, incumbent Rep. John Carter,
work hard and spend money.

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 35:
JOHN LIRA

Republicans gerrymandered TX-35 to make
Democrats lose, and that’s why Democrats need a
nominee here who isn’t just right on the issues, but
ready for a real fight. We think that nominee is John
Lira. He’s a Marine veteran who's worked inside
the federal government and ran a congressional
campaign before, and it shows. Lira talks about rent,
groceries, and health care in concrete terms, and he
talks about winning in this district in practical ones:
turnout, coalition-building, and meeting voters where
they are. In a seat warped by bad-faith line drawing,
we’re backing the Democrat who looks most capable
of punching through it.

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 37:
GREG CASAR

We've been lucky to watch Casar’s star rise from
Austin City Council to the U.S. House. He has become
one of the nation’s leading progressive voices and a
forceful and eloquent voice at that. We are sad to see
Lloyd Doggett retire from this district - he’s been a
stalwart and unflappable representative for Central
Texas for decades - but we’re glad to see his position
filled by a worthy candidate.

State

GOVERNOR: GINA HINOJOSA

The Chronicle loves everything about Gina
Hinojosa. We love her fearlessness. We love her
empathy. We love her sharp tactical mind. We love
that she’s a hometown girl who started her public
service on the Austin school board. We love that she
led the fight against school vouchers in the House.
We love that she’s shining a bright light on that disas-
trous policy in her race for governor, and connecting
it to Greg Abbott’s corruption. We are all-in, rock
solid, 100% behind Gina Hinojosa. And who knows?
She’s such a good messenger, she might even win.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR:
VIKKI GOODWIN

Political newhie Marcos Vélez, a labor union leader,
has impressed a lot of folks on the campaign trail, and
we’d love to see more working-class representation in
higher office. But we’re sticking with four-time Austin
representative Vikki Goodwin, who has a strong pro-
gressive track record. If she does the impossible and
slays the dragon that is Dan Patrick in the general,
then she’ll serve as president of the Senate, and her
legislative savvy would be invaluable there.

ATTORNEY GENERAL:
NATHAN JOHNSON

All three candidates - former FBI special agent and
assistant U.S. attorney Tony Box, former Galveston
mayor Joe Jaworski (who previously ran in 2022 but
lost in the primary runoff), and state Sen. Nathan
Johnson - would represent a breath of fresh air after
the corruption-riddled reign of Ken Paxton, and they
all pledge to bring ethics and transparency to the
Office of the Attorney General. But Johnson success-
fully flipped a red seat in 2018, proved at the
Republican-led Lege that he could still
advance the ball as a Dem, and has an
impressive war chest - all advantag-
esinacertain-to-be-tough general
contest in November.

COMPTROLLER:
SARAH ECKHARDT

It’s not the first time we’ve
endorsed Sarah Eckhardt, and
we’re happy to give the government
accountability and social justice
champion another endorsement - this
time for the state’s comptroller position. The
comptroller acts as the state’s chief financial officer,
tax collector, and more, ultimately responsible for
managing hillions of dollars in the Texas government.
With the position currently filled by Republican Kelly
Hancock - who has launched a pro-ICE grant program
and eliminated women- and minority-owned busi-
nesses from the Historically Underutilized Business
program - we think that Eckhardt’s extensive back-
ground of putting people first makes her the best suit-
ed to be the watchdog of Texas’ finances.

LAND COMMISSIONER: JOSE LOYA

Panhandle refinery worker Jose Loya is a union lead-
erand U.S. Marine Corps veteran, and he’s centered
both experiences in his campaign, pushing to expand
resources for veterans and for stronger worker safety
protections on the 13 million acres of state-owned land
managed by the Texas General Land Office. He also
vows to grow the Permanent School Fund, revenue
derived from GLO’s management of state lands and
mineral leases, and to prioritize disaster mitigation and
better management of disaster recovery funds.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION,
DISTRICT 5: ALLISON BUSH

As outgoing rep Rebecca Bell-Metereau told the
Chronicle, it's not easy to choose between these five
candidates sharing similar educational philosophies.
We were impressed by UT-Austin professor Victor
Sampson’s deep expertise on curriculum develop-
ment, Neto Longoria’s commitment to multilingual
education, and former educator Abigail Gray’s
dedication to making the SBOE’s relatively unknown
activity public knowledge. But we think Allison Bush’s
25 years of experience in specifically Texas ISDs and
progressive advocacy in conservative communities
prepares her well for this seat.

TEXAS SUPREME COURT, PLACE1:
MAGGIE ELLIS
Prepped to become the first female chief justice in
the Texas Supreme Court, Maggie Ellis, Texas’ first
openly LGBTQ+ woman appellate justice, wants to
put the power back into the people’s hands. Leaning
on her background as a public school teacher and
advocate for basic human rights, we believe
that she will bring equity and much needed
perspective to the Texas Supreme
Court. Ellis also has experience
beating out a Republicanin a close
2024 race for Texas’ 3rd Court of
Appeals, which helps her case for
November’s general election.

TEXAS SUPREME

COURT, PLACE7:
KRISTEN HAWKINS

Kristen Hawkins became the

first woman elected to the state’s 11th

District Court after winning a close general
election in 2016. During her time as a trial court judge,
Hawkins has presided over hundreds of trials and has
served on different committees for the Harris County
Board of District Judges, including leading the court’s
COVID Response Task Force. Her experience serving
as a district judge in one of the state’s busiest civil
trial courts could bring a fresh outlook to the Texas
Supreme Court. She has also proven that she can
beat out Republican candidates in November, having
done so twice now.

TEXAS SENATE, DISTRICT 5:
PAULTHOMASSON

We think a tree stump would be preferable to
Republican Charles Schwertner, co-author of the
2025 hill that forces local law enforcement to collabo-
rate with ICE, and we long for a more competitive can-
didate to go up against himin November. Voters might
find retired United Methodist pastor Paul Thomasson
awelcome contrast to the incumbent state senator,
who was embroiled in a sexting scandal in 2018 and
garnered headlines again for a DWI arrest in 2023.

TEXAS SENATE, DISTRICT 21:
JUDITH ZAFFIRINI

There’s no arguing with the work ethic or extraor-
dinary career of the incumbent senator, who'll be 80
years young by the time she swears in for her next
term. The first Mexican American woman elected
to the Texas Senate and the first woman dean of
the Senate, Zaffirini has a 100% voting record, has
passed the highest number of bills in the history of
the Legislature, and is popular in a district that is half
Republican, half Democratic. Challenger Cortney
Jones, a social worker and nonprofit leader advocat-
ing for foster care youth, has much to recommend her,
but not enough for us to pull our support for Zaffirini.

TEXAS HOUSE, DISTRICT 47:
POOJA SETHI

Pooja Sethi has served as chief of staff for District
47 Rep. Vikki Goodwin for over four years and served
a short stint as Travis County Democratic Party
chair. With her experience working under the Pink
Dome, along with her progressive outlooks on public
education, health care, immigration, and climate, we
think that Sethi is fit to fill her predecessor’s shoes.
However, we do think that the only other Dem candi-
date, Joseph Kopser, makes some valid points about
changing the messaging that the Democratic Party
has relied on over the last several years.

TEXAS HOUSE, DISTRICT 49: DUAL
ENDORSEMENT: MONTSERRAT
GARIBAY & KATHIETOVO

Several of the eight Democrats running for Hinojosa’s
seat would make great reps, but alas, there can only be
one (though we’re endorsing two). Robin Lerner, Daniel
Wang, and Gigs Hodges impressed us with their unique
policy solutions, expertise, and energy. But we suspect a
runoff election is inevitable, and we'd want to see Garibay
and Tovo in that runoff. Garibay has been a longtime
advocate for public education in Austin, and brought that
same fight to the U.S. Department of Education. Tovo
is confident that her decade-plus of elected-servant
experience as an Austin City Council member, enacting
tangible changes through diligent attention to details, will
translate well to the less Dem-friendly Texas House. We
think either candidate would do the job well.

TEXAS HOUSE, DISTRICT 50:
SAMANTHA LOPEZ-RESENDEZ

As James Talarico said at our endorsement
interview, the candidates seeking to succeed him as
District 50’s rep are an embarrassment of riches. Of
the six people running in the race, Samantha Lopez-
Resendez, Jeremy Hendricks, and Kate Lincoln-
Goldfinch really stood out. We’re going with Lopez-
Resendez, partly because of her institutional know!-
edge - she has worked on Rep. Donna Howard’s staff
for the last six years - and because she wants to con-
tinue Talarico’s work in supporting public education.
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However, we were also impressed with labor leader
Hendricks’ promise to defend working people if elect-
ed. And immigration attorney Lincoln-Goldfinch would
surely become one of the Lege’s top defenders of the
immigrant community, were she to prevail.

Local

CONSTABLE, PRECINCT 4:
NO ENDORSEMENT

We were unconvinced by the two very different
candidates in this race. Gabe Padilla has beenin law
enforcement since 2002, garnered the vast majority
of club endorsements, and has led the office since
the fall, after he was hand-picked to replace longtime
Constable George Morales. But we were unsatisfied
with Padilla’s explanations for his short stint at APD,
from which he voluntarily resigned in 2008 while under
investigation. On the other hand, Al Saenz, currently a
corporal in Precinct 5, offered us little evidence that he
is ready for the job. Ultimately, we aren’t comfortable
lending either candidate our support.

TRAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONER,
PRECINCT 2: BRIGID SHEA

In 2022, we urged Commissioner Shea to prioritize
criminal justice issues in response to a strong challenge
from Bob Libal, who criticized her support of a proposed
jail expansion. Current challengers are still beating
that drum, deservedly so - but Shea has changed her
tune enough to be a reliable supporter of mental health
diversion and counsel at first appearance, the county’s
two main efforts to expand access to justice in the last
four years. And, we value her institutional knowledge
enough to trust her for another four. Her experience with
floodplain management and climate resilience work
will be important to strengthen the county’s emergency
response to future disasters like last year’s devastating
floods. However, we'd like to see her be more respon-
sive to critiques from the community on her less popular
votes; the best elected officials are those who are flexi-
ble and accountable to the constituents they serve. We
hope Shea will listen to smart advocates like Amanda
Marzullo and Rick Astray-Caneda to push county lead-
ership further on its core functions - the justice system
and the health care safety net.

TRAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONER,
PRECINCT 4: GEORGE MORALES
With Margaret Gomez retiring from her long-held
seat, Precinct 4 residents need two things: someone
who can approximate the experience and institutional
knowledge that the Commissioners Court will be losing,
and someone with the urgency to act on improving
quality of life for the county’s underserved neighbor-
hoods. We think former Precinct 4 Constable George
Morales is best positioned to use his already-strong
relationships in the community and in government to

push TxDOT on strengthening transportation in areas

of Precinct 4 that sorely need it, lobby for better grocery
stores and utilities in Del Valle and Dove Springs, and
advocate for better health care options in Eastern Travis
County. We know that his dedication to his community
yields real results - as evidenced by his proactive lead-
ership in setting up the county’s vaccine distribution
program that reached a whopping 380,000 people in
aconvenient drive-through format that served working
families well. It's clear that all the candidates in this race
care deeply for the communities in Precinct 4, but we
believe Morales will be the most effective leader.

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE,
PRECINCT 1: ANDREW HAIRSTON
Retiring Judge Yvonne M. Williams has two qualified
candidates vying to succeed her: Ciara Parks, currently
general counsel for the Travis County Juvenile Probation
Department and an associate judge for the city of
Manor, and Andrew Hairston, a civil rights attorney and
Education Justice Project director at Texas Appleseed.
Though we declined to endorse Hairston when he chal-
lenged Judge Williams in 2022, we publicly encouraged
him to run again. This time around, we were persuaded
by Hairston’s stated intention to center racial, economic,
and social justice at the People’s Court.

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE,
PRECINCT 2: RANDALL SLAGLE
Judge Slagle has been JP in this precinct for 11
years and done nothing to make us think he shouldn’t
stay in the position. Opponent Mariel Kelley, a
former public school teacher who now works in
the Williamson County Attorney’s Office, Criminal
Division, claims Slagle has been derelict in his duties
and relied too much on visiting judges to do his work.
We were unswayed by her arguments, noting thatina
court with roughly 20,000 cases a year and two court-
rooms, it would be hard not to rely on help.

TRAVIS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC
PARTY CHAIR: DOUG GRECO

Greco was voted into this position by his fellow
precinct chairs after Pooja Sethi departed to run for
the Texas House, and clearly they knew something
about him that we didn’t. We weren’timpressed in the
past when he sued to have more out-of-town money
allowed in local elections, but he’s been a relentless
fighter on behalf of local Dems despite this being an
unpaid and largely thankless position. We see no rea-
son to oust him from a job he seems well suited for.

EARLY VOTING:
FEB. 17 - FEB. 27

ELECTION DAY:
TUESDAY, MARCH 3
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HEADLINES

MORE SOCIAL SERVICE CUTS TO
COME: The impacts of the failed Prop Q vote
remain, as the city continues to evaluate how
to save funds. Since the failed vote and the
revision of the city’s budget, City Manager T.C.
Broadnax has confirmed that social services
will see funding cuts. According to reporting
from Community Impact, city officials are eval-
uating social service contracts that amount

to tens of millions of dollars. Through the
evaluation, the city’s budget team has found
that about 25% of the General Fund goes to
social services and that the city allocates
more funding to homelessness services than
county governments or local health districts.
Sometime this spring, city staff will make rec-
ommendations for how to proceed, followed by
public updates to City Council in early summer,
with final decisions to be made prior to the
budget adoption in August.

AISD’S ATTEMPT TO SAVE FUNDS: After
the approval to close 11 schools, Austin ISD
was left on the hook to pay nearly $100 million
in bond funds that would go to those schools,
despite the closures. Now, the district is hoping
to terminate the contracts - the goal being to
save over $70 million, according to KUT. AISD
has already spent $24 million on developments
for the impacted schools, and, according to
Michael Mann, AISD executive director of
construction, the estimated final amount spent
on renovations for closing locations could

be just above $40 million, after terminating

the existing contracts. AISD anticipates all
contract changes to be completed by the end
of the summer.

AISD Headquarters
JANA BIRCHUM

CONTINUED ON P.16

“The atrocities that have been documented in Camp East Montana should make every Texan
angry and appalled. As Texas legislators, we must investigate abuses of the Constitution on

Texas soil, even when they happen in federal facilities or on military property.”
STATE REP. JESSICA GONZALEZ REGARDING EL PASO ICE CAMP

(-
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SAMMIE SEAMON

Despite Pressure From Abbott,

AISD Students Kee

Anti-ICE Protests

Texas House reps question the state’s scrutiny and threat of district takeover

BY SAMMIE SEAMON

On Friday, Feb. 6, at about 2pm, hun-
dreds of students at Clint Small Middle
School walked out of class with backpacks
on and posters in their hands to protest the
actions of U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents across the country,
“including the fatal shootings of Renée Good
and Alex Pretti by ICE agents,” according to
their student-released statement.

“We are skipping our lessons to teach you
one,” one student’s sign read.

Another sign, made of glued-together
sheets of paper, spelled out “Abolish ICE.”

As the large cohort of students made
their way down the 290 frontage road to the
Target shopping center, and later toward
William Cannon Drive, the students dis-
played their signs to the passing cars, sever-
al honking in support.

“It’'s been easy to feel like I don’t have
a voice in these matters ... like the recent
actions of ICE,” student Emmet D. said.

pUp

About the act of walking out of class in
protest, Emmet told the Chronicle, “We don’t
really have that much power in most things
that are going on in the world, and this is a
way that we do have power.”

Emmet’s parents, Adam and Krisdee, were
initially hesitant to allow their child to par-
ticipate in the walkout, concerned about
safety. But ultimately, they told the Chronicle
they were proud of Emmet and the other

CONTINUED ON P.16
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KATHIE’S CHECKLIST
for killing bad bills
at the Legislature

] Dissect
/ Debate

«/ Delay
« Discard

ENDORSED BY Austin Environmental Democrats, %
South Austin Democrats, Central Austin Democrats,
North By Northwest Democrats, and Northeast
Travis County Democrats.

tovoforrep.com

Pol. Adv. Pd. by Kathie Tovo Campaign: Ann Kitchen, Treasurer; Joe Pinnalli, Chair.

They won’t stop until someone stops them.

I'm Kathie Tovo, and for nearly
twelve years on the Austin City
Council I fought powerful corporate
interests that put profits before
people. As a Progressive Democrat,
I've spent decades fighting for
public schools; better wages and
working conditions; affordable
housing; clean air, water, and
land; reproductive rights; and
rights for transgender Texans.

As a State Representative,
I'll use every strategy
and skill I can to stop
the Republican agenda.
You have my word.

... and yes,

ABOLISH ICE!

DEMOCRAT W

KATHIE TOVO

For State Representative

Vote Early: Feb 17 — Feb 27
Election Day: March 3
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 NEWS
H EADLINES CONTINUED

DPS TROOPER INDICTED: Last Thursday,
Feb. 5, a Travis County grand jury indicted
Texas Department of Public Safety Trooper
Jason Tye for aggravated assault onEli-

jah Barrientos in July 2023. According to
Statesman reporting, the Travis County D.A.
José Garza said that his office’s Civil Rights
Unitis set to prosecute the case. Texas

police union the Combined Law Enforcement
Associations of Texas has since raised oppo-
sition to the indictment. “The revolving door of
justice is placing our law enforcement officers
in great danger, and this is being perpetuated
atan unprecedented level by Garza and the
Travis County District Attorney’s Office,” said
Robert Leonard, executive director at CLEAT,
in a statement.

TRAVIS COUNTY ISSUES BURN BAN:
Following an increase in wildfires fueled by
dry conditions, the Travis County fire marshal
issued a burn ban on Tuesday, Feb. 10, for
unincorporated areas of the county. The ban
will remain in effect for 30 days unless lifted
earlier. It prohibits all outdoor burning, with
the exception of prescribed burns and some
hot work operations.

JUDGE SIDES WITH AUSTIN ON
CONVENTION CENTER: Following the
December filing of Austin United PAC’s law-
suit against the city of Austin for rejecting its
petition to force a public vote on the anticipat-
ed convention center, Travis County District
Judge Jessica Mangrum sided with the city on
Friday, Feb. 6, according to Statesman report-
ing. The lawsuit emerged after Austin United
claimed that City Clerk Erika Brady invalidat-
ed signatures of the group’s petition. Now,
Austin United PAC is considering appealing
the ruling. Construction of the new convention
center has begun and is set to be complete by
spring 2029.
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Rendering of the new convention center
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A student holds a sign during the Anti-ICE walkout on Feb. 6
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student protesters for speaking up.

“If ICE is invading schools and affecting
families that are at schools, students very
much should have a say, and they don’t get
to vote yet,” Adam D. emphasized. “I think
it’s beautiful that the kids have decided to do
this. ... And I hope it spreads all over Texas. I
hope it spreads all over the country.”

Over the last two weeks, the wave of stu-
dents walking out of class in protest of ICE at
over a dozen Austin ISD schools has brought
the school district under calls for investiga-
tion by Gov. Greg Abbott, Attorney General
Ken Paxton, and Commissioner of Education
Mike Morath.

On Jan. 30, Abbott requested that Morath
investigate the student walkouts across Austin
ISD. “AISD gets taxpayer dollars to teach the
subjects required by the state, not to help
students skip school to protest,” Abbott wrote
on X. “Our schools are for educating our
children, not political indoctrination.” On the
same day, Austin ISD Superintendent Matias
Segura clarified in a letter to families that
the student walkouts were not sponsored or
endorsed by AISD or any specific school.

Morath reacted to the governor’s demand
on social media, with the TEA releasing new
guidance on Feb. 3 regarding the student
walkouts. Protesting students must be marked
as absent, teachers facilitating walkouts will
be “subject to investigation and sanction
including licensure revocation,” and school
districts facilitating walkouts will now be sub-
ject to investigation and takeover by the state
agency, “including either the appointment of

a monitor, conservator or board of manag-
ers,” according to the news release.

In response to the TEA’s new guidance,
on Feb. 6, Austin ISD Superintendent Matias
Segura released a new protest protocol, the
district’s second letter to families regarding the
continued protests.

“Staff are not permitted to participate
in, help plan, provide guidance, or endorse
these student-sponsored activities unless
directed to do so for safety and monitoring
purposes only,” Segura clarified, leaving the
monitoring and protection of protesting stu-
dents off-campus (over 300 feet away from
campus property) to local law enforcement.

On Feb. 2, Paxton demanded information
regarding policies related to allowing stu-
dents to leave campus, excused absence pol-
icies, the district’s security protocols, and
internal communications regarding the walk-
outs, claiming that AISD facilitated students’
departure from campuses. “These AISD offi-
cials are trying to impose their radical politi-
cal agenda on the next generation by not only
allowing them to skip class to protest law-
ful immigration enforcement activities, but
worse yet — use tax dollars to do so,” Paxton
accused in a press release.

“Our office is confounded by your stated posi-
tion that AISD was helpless to keep these stu-
dents from departing campus during the school
day,” Paxton wrote in a Feb. 2 letter to Segura.
“This flagrant disregard for the welfare of chil-
dren in your district and the use of public funds
in support of these activities sets a dangerous
precedent before the upcoming elections, which
could be seen as electioneering.”

“We don’t really
have that much
power in most
things that are

going on in the
world, and this is
a way that we do
have power.”

EMMET D., A STUDENT
AT CLINT SMALL
MIDDLE SCHOOL

“AISD is not helpless,” Kenneth Walker,
head of general legal counsel for AISD, wrote
in a Feb. 6 reply letter to Paxton. “However,
short of physically restraining students, we
cannot stop them from leaving campus... As
I am sure you would agree, Texas law does
not contemplate using any degree of force to
compel school attendance.”

“Like many districts across the state, stu-
dents organized mass walkouts. AISD is the
only district that the Attorney General has
announced it will investigate. Despite being
singled out, we stand firm that we have not
engaged in any practice inconsistent with
the parameters in which we are permitted to
engage with our students,” Walker concluded
the letter.

On Febh. 9, 39 Texas state representatives
undersigned a letter to Morath regarding his
agency’s guidance, writing, “The response
from both the Governor and TEA has focused
on punishment rather than partnership,
leaving districts to manage complex, real-
time safety situations without the clarity and
support they need.”

They also requested answers to clarifying
questions regarding the governor’s direc-
tives to TEA, the definition of “facilitating” a
walkout, and what the terms of a school dis-
trict takeover by the state agency would be
on the basis of student-led demonstrations.

“We can all agree that students possess
constitutional free speech rights,” the rep-
resentatives continued. “Respecting those
rights must go hand in hand with ensuring
student safety and maintaining an effective
learning environment.” |
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CALL FOREL PASO ICE CAMP
INVESTIGATION: On Tuesday, Feb. 10, 39
members of the Texas House Democratic
Caucus urged state Rep. Cole Hefner, a
Mount Pleasant Republican, to launch an
investigation into human rights abuses at
ERO El Paso Camp East Montana through an
interim hearing of the House Committee on
Homeland Security, Public Safety & Veterans’
Affairs. According to a press release from the
group, the ICE facility detainees have resid-
ed within “unsanitary facilities for months,
lacked access to proper nutrition, [and] were
prevented from calling attorneys, threatened
with extrajudicial deportation, and physically
and sexually abused by the facility staff.” The
request for an investigation comes after the El
Paso County medical examiner ruled detainee
Geraldo Lunas Campos’ death as a homicide,
along with two confirmed cases of tuberculo-
sis within the facility.

CONFUSION SURROUNDING EL PASO
AIRSPACE: After the Federal Aviation
Administration announced on Tuesday, Feb.
10, that there would be no flights to and from
El Paso International Airport for 10 days, the
FAA reopened the airspace on Wednesday
morning. Trump administration officials
claim that the temporary closure was due

to Mexican cartel drones within the area. In
the short time between Tuesday night and
Wednesday morning in which flights were
paused, El Paso Mayor Renard Johnson
said that the scene was “chaos,” stating that
surgical equipment meant for city hospitals
failed to be delivered and that medical evac-
uation flights had to be conducted at other
airport locations. “This should have never
happened,” Johnson said on Wednesday
morning. “You cannot restrict airspace over
a major city without coordinating with the
city, the airport, the hospitals, the community
leadership.”
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Hundreds of Austinites gathered at Govalle Elementary on Feb. 5 to hear from Austin Police Chief Lisa Davis about APD’s relationship with ICE

SAMMIE SEAMON

At Heated Public Forum, APD Chief
Speaks on Relationship With ICE

Hundreds of community members show up to hold APD accountable sy sammie seamon

On the evening of Feb. 5, at the front of
the cafeteria at Govalle Elementary in East
Austin, Lisa Davis, chief of the Austin Police
Department, faced hundreds of community
members.

Many were angry, asking the chief to
account for the January deportation of Karen
Gutiérrez Castellanos, and her U.S. citizen
5-year-old daughter, after she called 911
from her Oak Hill home, which Davis called
“absolutely tragic.” Many were confused or
scared, asking the chief to clarify exactly how
APD is cooperating or not cooperating with
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
authorities.

“As a police chief, I understand the irony
of all of this. When I'm here trying to ask
everyone to trust us, to report crimes to
us,” Davis said. Her first commitment to the
community: “Austin Police Department does
not ask immigration status.”

Davis explained that in February 2025,
700,000 administrative warrants — which
differ from a judicial warrant and are not
signed by a judge — were put into the system
by ICE. Despite that difference, Davis said an
administrative warrant looks like a detainer.
“It also says ‘Call ICE,” and it gives a phone
number to call,” Davis said.

Davis told the room that in the case of
Gutiérrez Castellanos, the officer was
checking for a restraining order when the
administrative warrant appeared. The
officer then called ICE, who arrived within
the hour. “Stop making excuses for what
happened,” one person shouted.

Davis said that Senate Bill 4, passed in
2017, bars her from prohibiting officers
from calling ICE when
they come across admin-
istrative warrants. “We
cannot restrict officers
from cooperating with
ICE,” Davis said, stating
that she personally will
not call ICE when encoun-
tering an administrative
warrant.

The community
heavily protested that assertion, and asked
the chief to “do the right thing” and resist
state law. “Is the penalty deportation?” one
person cried out. “Cowardice!” shouted
several others.

APD’s revised general orders, Davis said,
raise the officer’s decision to call ICE on an
administrative warrant to their commander.
Davis also responded affirmatively to a

of this.”

“As a police chief,
l understand
the irony of all

APD CHIEF LISA DAVIS

community member’s question that, while
the decision is being taken to the commander,
if there is no criminal reason for the person
to be detained, if that individual is free to
leave.

There was no update on which 287(g)
agreement Travis County is considering
adopting to potentially further cooperate
with ICE, as Senate Bill 8 mandates by the
end of the year. Under the
least aggressive model,
law enforcement officers
could identify and pro-
cess people for removal
who are already arrested
and detained in state or
local jails under crimi-
nal or pending criminal
charges.

Veronica and Nathan
Sharp came to the forum hoping to share
the information with their neighbors who
couldn’t attend. Hundreds of members
from their majority-Latino church have
stayed home to watch Mass online, they
said. “They’re afraid. The kids are afraid,”
Veronica Sharp said. “There’s a lot of confu-
sion. ... I feel helpless sometimes, but I know
that we have more power with people.” H
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Riverside residents placed stickers and tokens where they want to see new amenities and housing on a map

of their neighborhood

SAMMIE SEAMON

City Considers Future of Riverside

Light rail, better bus system, affordable housing, and litter
cleanup were all part of the discussion By saMmiE sEAMoON

With Project Connect and city rezoning
to accommodate it on the horizon, the city
of Austin has $300 million in the project’s
voter-approved “anti-displacement” funds
to spend on land acquisition and afford-
able housing around the project area, which
includes Southeast Austin’s Riverside neigh-
borhood, over a 13-year period.

On Jan. 31, the city held an open house
to ask Riverside residents what new hous-
ing, amenities, and commercial services they
want to see in their neighborhood, their first
community outreach effort toward their goal
to adopt a long-range plan for the area by the
end of 2026.

“Our planning efforts focus on equitable,
transit-oriented, and walkable development,”
reads the East Riverside Corridor Planning
Initiative public input page, with development
projects focused around the five planned
Austin light rail transit stations in Riverside.

Across 10 stations, city of Austin and
CapMetro representatives spoke with local
residents about transit, affordable housing,
desired story height of development, and a
big question mark: what to do with the Grove-
Riverside site, 125 acres that include a large
corporate office, purchased by the city in 2024.

One of the options on the table for the
Grove site is a mixed-use development that
incorporates affordable housing, “neighbor-
hood-serving” commercial services, and the
city’s transportation and emergency services
offices, according to Nicole Joslin, housing

and community development officer at the
city of Austin.

On the transit side, Riverside is “one of
the highest transit-demand corridors in the
city,” said Tim McCarthy, senior planner for
the city. “We’ve heard complaints that the 20
bus, which goes around East Riverside, is
sometimes so full it has to drive past people
waiting.” As part of CapMetro’s Transit Plan
2035, more frequent rapid service buses and
upgraded bus routes are planned in Riverside
alongside the light rail, city officials said.

During the open house, city officials got
mixed messages from residents on the level
of the development they’d like to see: Some
asked for more density, health and food ser-
vices, and green spaces, while others worry
that better transportation and denser devel-
opment will threaten the affordability of the
neighborhood.

“Especially on this end of Riverside, by
Montopolis, families have lived here a long
time,” Casey Powell, a Riverside resident,
said. “We’ve got to somehow protect this end,
make it better and keep it affordable, so people
don’t have to uproot and move out of there.”

Long-range city planning aside, Riverside
residents told the Chronicle that they'd like to
see more immediate improvements to their
neighborhood within the next few years. “We’d
love to see some cleanup,” said David Green,
who has been a Riverside resident since 2011.
“We have a lot of litter all the time. ... That
would be a major face-lift for the area.” |

He explained “all this” before it
happened, and is clear-eyed about
how WE can fix it. You'll see.

Have you read the

ullies

book yet?

Bullies, Parasites and Slaves:
Replacing Exploitation with Mutual Care

A riveting, much-needed new book by a
surprising author, here: GeorgeKoch.com
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“Unreservedly recommended™ .

-Midwest Book Review E
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CAMPMYSTIC FACES ANOTHER
LAWSUIT: Following the July floods that
killed over 100 Texans, Kerr County summer
camp Camp Mystic has had four lawsuits

filed against it. Now, the organization faces
yet another after the parents of an 8-year-old
Austin girl, who has yet to be found, filed suit
on Wednesday, Feb. 4. Will and Catherine
Steward’s lawsuit alleges that the summer
camp leadership failed on multiple fronts,
which ultimately led to their daughter Cecilia
“Cile” Steward’s death. The lawsuit states that
leaders of Camp Mystic failed to move camp-
ers to safer spaces, despite receiving multiple
weather alerts warning of flood risks. The
camp plans to open as summer approaches.

AUSTIN TO SERVE AS SAUDI ARABIA
WORLD CUP BASE: As countries prepare
to visit the U.S. this upcoming summer for the
2026 World Cup, teams have been selecting
base camp cities around Mexico, Canada, and
the States. The Saudi Arabian men’s national
soccer team has chosen Austin as its base for
the event. As the team prepares for its group
stage matches, it will use Q2 Stadium, home
to Austin FC, for training, meetings, and other
pre-match activities.

BARTON SPRINGS POOL
TEMPORARILY CLOSED: The Barton
Springs Pool will temporarily close from
Feb. 23 to March 13 as Austin Parks and
Recreation works on removing out-of-use
infrastructure that has created environmen-
tal and safety concerns. The pool has two
“bypass” features that help sustain the flow
of Barton Creek, and the city is working on
removing “some or all sections of the 1940s
skimmer bypass” before the spring season
begins.

Barton Springs Pool
GETTY IMAGES
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Financial Services Director Kim Olivares

SCREENSHOT VIA THE AUSTIN AUDIT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

A New Bond Electionls Now
an “If,” Nota “When”

Should we keep building in an era of fiscal frugality?

BY BRANT BINGAMON

Austin is so strapped for cash that city
leaders are, metaphorically speaking, going
through the couch cushions for change.
They’re finding millions of dollars approved by
taxpayers in past bond elections that are still
waiting to be spent.

Last week, city staff shared with City Council’s
Audit and Finance Committee the sums remain-
ing from money collected for bonds approved
in 2012, 2016, 2018, 2020, and 2022. When
totaled, the funds exceed $600 million. Most
of that money will still be spent on its intended
purposes, Council Member Ryan Alter told the
Chronicle, but some will be left over. “It could be
anywhere as low as $3 [million] to $5 million and
as high as $60 [million] to $80 [million],” Alter
said. “It just depends on how much we want to
move the pieces around.”

The pieces Alter refers to are the individual
projects for which the bonds were approved.
When city residents vote for a bond, it is to
pay for physical developments like sidewalks,
parks, and roads. The ballot language for the
bond elections describes what the city wants
to build. If the residents vote to approve a
project, the city sells bonds to investors, who
loan the city money to build it, typically on a
20-year note. The investors receive interest
payments and, when the project is complete,
the initial sum they loaned out. The payments
come from property taxes that are called “debt
service” on annual tax bills.

Austin has a longstanding policy of only
asking for bond elections once every six
years, as city staff pointed out at recent Audit
and Finance Committee meetings. However,
that policy has been repeatedly violated, to
use Mayor Kirk Watson’s term, over the last
decade. City leaders called four bond elec-
tions from 2016 to 2022, all of which were
approved by voters.

Until recently, it was assumed that
Council would call another bond election
for November of this year. In January, city
staff shared a list of $700 million worth of
capital improvement projects the city wants
to undertake. The projects include creat-
ing sidewalks, trails, and bike paths; acquir-
ing land for flood control; and expanding a
fire station and a police substation in North
Austin, among other things.

But since last fall’s defeat of the property tax
increase called Proposition Q, the chances
that Council would request a bond election
have dropped. Council Member Krista Laine
admitted she was skeptical of the idea at the
Jan. 14 Audit and Finance Committee meet-
ing. Watson questioned it in his Watson Wire
newsletter two weeks later, writing that city
leaders should use “disciplined thinking about
whether we need a bond election.”

The Watson Wire also introduced a frame-
work that the mayor calls a “decision tree”
for determining when to call a bond election.

The decision tree factors in things like a
project’s urgency, how much money the city
has on hand, and whether there are unspent
funds still remaining from previous bonds.
Watson said that he wants the city to appro-
priately size bond packages so they can
actually be delivered within six years. He
also mentioned that city policies state that
city leaders shouldn’t consider a bond elec-
tion until there are only two years of funding
left on the projects which have already been
approved.

Austin Financial Services Department
Director Kim Olivares recommended at the
Jan. 14 meeting that the city put off a bond
election until 2028. Olivares presented data
showing that the “debt service” portion of
property owners’ annual tax bills is going
to climb significantly over the next several
years. Olivares said that the average
property owner currently pays $450 a year
to pay off the city’s debt. In 2030, the same
property owner is projected to pay $614 —
and that’s if no further bonds are approved.
If the city were to approve an additional $750
million in bonds, Olivares said, the property
owner would owe an additional $108, or a
total of $722.

With these numbers in mind, Ryan Alter told
the Chronicle he is leaning against voting for a
bond election this year. He is hoping instead
to find enough unspent money, mostly from
the 2016 and 2018 bonds, to address the city’s
critical needs. He noted that city staff provided
Council with a list of 66 projects last July that
they thought could be funded with new bond
money, and that they organized the projects
by priority. He asked staff at the Feb. 3 Audit
and Finance Committee meeting if they could
use the same rubric to judge the projects still
pending from past bonds to determine how
important they are today.

Council Member Marc Duchen, who has
become Council’s resident fiscal hawk,
told us he is open to reallocating or even
deauthorizing funds from previous bonds on a
case-by-case basis, although he would prefer
that the remaining bond money be spent on
the projects for which it was authorized. But he
warned that spending on capital improvement
projects like Cap and Stitch and the $1 billion
dollar expansion of the city’s wastewater
treatment plant will increase taxes in coming
years. He is concerned that the higher taxes
will drive Austinites out of the city.

“This is a real contest between making
sure that we’re investing in the urgent and
necessary projects that people are expecting
us to, but also keeping the city affordable
for people,” Duchen said. “I think we’ve got
to balance out how we think about the prior
bonds, the future bonds, and the existing
projects to make sure that people feel like
we’re not placing an undue burden on their
ability to stay here.” | |
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TRUMPADMINISTRATION SENDS

PREGNANT MINORS TO SOUTH TEXAS:

According to reporting from KUT, officials
from the Trump administration have been
moving pregnant unaccompanied minors
who have been arrested by ICE to a group
shelter in San Benito, despite objections
from health and child welfare officials who
claim that the site lacks adequate care.
Over a dozen pregnant minors have been
moved to the facility since last July, some
as young as 13 years old, and over half
having become pregnant as a result of rape.
Previous federal practices moved immi-
grant children who are pregnant to Office
of Refugee Resettlement shelters or foster
homes throughout the nation that are prop-
erly equipped to manage each individuals’
circumstances. But, an email obtained by
the California Newsroom and the Texas
Newsroom reveals that ORR Director Angie
Salazar directed staff to send the children
to San Benito. ORR staff have said that they
are worried about the children’s safety, as
ORR has submitted a proposal to rescind
the requirement of moving pregnant girls

to pro-abortion states for the procedure at
their request.

GOODBYE DRAFTHOUSE, HELLO
BREWHOUSE: Last Saturday, customers of
the two Alamo Drafthouses in El Paso, as well
as their locations in Houston and Lubbock,
found that all four theatres were closing.

The theatres were operated as franchises

by Houston-bhased Triple Tap Ventures,

which has pulled out of the theatre business.
However, on Tuesday, it was announced that
those locations will reopen on Feb. 23 as part
of the Round Rock-based Flix Brewhouse
chain. Flix CEO Chance Robertson called the
acquisition “a natural extension of who we are
and what we believe in.”

FLIXBREWHOUSE

o
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Abhott’s Freeze on H-1B Visas Raises
Concerns for Public Universities

Advocates worry about the standing of Texas schools
due to the governor’s investigation ey vALERIA cRUZ BUTRON

Gov. Greg Abbott has put higher education
and specialized health care, including cancer
treatment, at critical risk, according to
advocates.

OnJan.27,Abbottlaunched aninvestigation
into the H-1B visa program — a temporary
work visa for nonimmigrants — and ordered
public institutions and state agencies to
freeze new H-1B petitions, citing alleged
abuse of the program. In a letter sent to state
agencies, Abbott wrote that U.S. employers
are taking advantage of the program, noting
that “the program has too often been used to
fill jobs that otherwise could — and should —
have been filled by Texans.”

Now, public institutions and state agencies
must submit a detailed report to the Texas
Workforce Commission about all currently
employed H-1B visa holders, including coun-
try of origin, job descriptions, and proof that
the institution attempted to hire a qualified
Texan candidate before an H-1B petition was
filed, according to the letter.

H-1B visa holders are highly skilled indi-
viduals, often with advanced degrees, that
are usually hired for research and teach-
ing positions, immigration attorney Jason
Finkelman said. He said the program has a
cap of 85,000 visas per year, which usually
leads to a lottery system due to high demand.

Finkelman said, however, universities are
exempt from the cap and lottery system,

noting how Abbott’s directive “makes
absolutely no sense, because Congress wrote
this rule specifically to allow U.S. universities
to really use this program to get that talent
they need.”

Abbottwrote in theletter thatitisnecessary
to halt the program because of “bad actors”
who have allegedly exploited it, noting how
“in the most egregious schemes, employers
have even fired American workers and
replaced them with H-1B employees, often at
lower wages.”

Finkelman said he believes the claim is not
credible because the program was created
with a mission to protect American workers
and not exploit foreign workers. He said
that one safeguard is the prevailing wage
requirement, which requires employers to
pay H-1B visa employees at least the local
average wage.

“A policy like this will damage Texas
universities’ standing as a leader in the
field of higher education, because if they
can’t hire the best researchers, professors
positioned from around the world, that talent
is just going to go to other U.S. universities,”
Finkelman said.

The University of Texas at Austin, along
with the other 13 UT institutions, have
submitted the information requested in the
governor’s letter, according to the University
of Texas System.

“The institutions are complying with the
Governor’s directive by freezing new H-1B
applications and will await further guidance
on how the submission of requests to the
Texas Workforce Commission for future
hires may work,” the UT system wrote to the
Chronicle.

UT has sponsored more than 800 H-1B
visas since 2020, according to data from U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services. Brian
Evans, president of the Texas Conference
of the American Association of University
Professors, said the timing of the freeze
is difficult because institutions are likely
already recruiting faculty for the fall,
creating uncertainty about how roles will be
filled if there are no qualified U.S. citizens or
permanent residents.

“This will greatly impair our ability in
Texas to [have] the research leaders that we
have, the universities that we have,” Evans
said. “We want to be the economic engines
for the state and hiring people to fill the
advanced skills that we need to do. That is
what H-1B visas are for.”

Evans said the freeze could have negative
consequences for both education and health
care, noting many H-1B holders at public
universities are physicians and specialists
working at medical institutions like UT
Southwestern Medical Center and UT MD
Anderson Cancer Center.

In 2025, UT Southwestern Medical
Center sponsored 228 H-1B visas and UT
MD Anderson Cancer Center sponsored 171,
according to USCIS. Evans said many H-1B
visa holders in these institutions are quali-
fied health care professionals with advanced
degrees that cannot be found in the U.S.

“This is going to greatly harm the ability
for specialized health care in Texas, includ-
ing cancer treatment,” Evans said. [ |
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Lovers Rock: Band Advice From

Austin’s Kissin’ Collaborators

Three musical couples reflect on love and life onstage

While you’re swaying with your sweetie at
a local show, the folks onstage just might be
doing the same. Many have tried, a handful
have very publicly failed, but the love at the
heart of these musical acts prevails.

This Valentine’s Day, Jess Scott and
Ceecee Email of post-punk trio Subpar
Snatch, progressive R&B artist Thelonious
Love and his partner/collaborator Sean
Maddox, and husband-and-wife duo Riders
Against the Storm tell us how they’ve kept
love from tearing them apart.

SUBPAR SNATCH

Austin Chronicle: What came first: love or
music?

Jess Scott & Ceecee Email: Love.

AC: When did you start making music
together?

JS: What was it, four years ago now? | was
doing stand-up comedy and [Ceecee was]
playing in a band here called Mt. Grey. And
[Ceecee] wanted to drum in drag, and [was]
like, ‘What if | just made my own thing?’ and
asked me if | could sing for it. | said sure.
That’s how the music thing got started.

CE: This band was my dream project,
because | always wanted to drum in drag, but
it’s cool to see how it evolved into our dream
project. It’s really cool because | didn’t think
that it would ever happen like this. | figured
I'd find some other musicians, but it's even

Jess and Ceecee are joined by their bandmate, Paris Mygatt (far left)

cooler that | get to make art with my partner.

AC: Did you have any hesitation at the
beginning about being in a band together?

JS: Well, | am that person who always is
considering not necessarily the exit strategy,
but the end of something, before | get into it.
| remember we had a conversation and | was
like, past how we’ll change while we’re [in a
band], we have to imagine it ends for some
reason or another, and [make] sure that that
doesn’t affect us too much.

CE: Also, we both have never been the
point person in a band. I've only drummed in
a million bands. I've never been the person
that had to book and do all that, and Jess
does all the other admin. It’s a lot of work and
it’s a lot of working together, which has been
great — thankfully.

It has its benefits too, because it’s like if you
need to make a decision quickly, it’s like: ‘Oh,
Jess, my wife, do we want to do this?’

AC: Any other reflections?

CE: In all of my years [of] playing music
— I've been playing since | was 18, 19; I'm
now 33 - this has by far been the most fun
and most rewarding project I've ever been
in. 've always had fun, but this is like our
baby, outside of our wonderful cats and dog,
because we have no plans on having kids.
This feels like our baby, and it’s really cool to
create that and watch it grow. As corny as that
sounds.

PHOTO BY DAVID BRENDAN HALL
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THELONIOUS LOVE
& SEAN MADDOX

AC: What came first: love or music?

Sean Maddox: Love came first, actually.

AC: Did either of you have any hesitations
about mixing creativity and relationship?

Thelonious Love: Oh, totally. For me, |
would say it was music first [because we
met through music]. We were clearly infat-
uated with each other and [had] chemistry
out the roof, but music is a sacred space for
both of us. We were both scared to [collabo-
rate] because it was so precious to us. So it
took three years. It took being secure in our
relationship to be willing to share ourselves
artistically.

AC: What advice would you give to couples
who want to create together?

TL: Use that real stuff: that argument, that
uncomfortableness, that “fight” — use the
authentic growth of your relationship. Honestly,
for me, my relationship has grown me as an
artist further than | can ever have seen.

We’re in the studio right now. The things
we’re working on and the critiques we have for
each other, you could take so personally. But
we know that we have a [shared] vision of what
we’re going for and so we’re safe to be wrong,
we're safe to be right, we’re safe to be all of
those things. | would say find someone you
feel safe with. Safety is such a key. If there’s
one thing you can give anybody, it'd be that.

AC: What a gift to be able to give. What has
being in a relationship with a creative collabo-
rator taught you about yourself?

SM: It's taught me to wrestle with my
darkness and have more ownership of the
duality between whatever the light side is that
| show to the world and then the dark side that
| hide, and having a better relationship with
those two sides. It’s taught me to be a more
authentic artist.
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TL: Every time I'm wrong, I'm learning
something, and being in a relationship with
an artistic person means that you will have to
share that, right and wrong, and still support
the function of the relationship. So be OK
with being wrong and be more devoted to
whatever that goal is, whatever that sound
is, whatever that is. Give yourself room to be
wrong and trust your partner.

RIDERS AGAINST THE STORM

AC: What came first? Love or music?

Qi Dada: Music. Well, love for me.

AC: Oh, say more.

QD: | was very obsessed with Chaka. |
was probably about 20, Chaka was like 24,
25. And Chaka felt like | was still too young.
He was very respectful, in that regard, so he
friendzoned me out of deep intelligence.

AC: Are there any musical or creative
couples that you look up to?

QD: Rita and Bob Marley. We actually
share the same wedding anniversary.

AC: That’s really cool. What is it about their
relationship that y’all admire?

QD: Their music and relationship was
also about the community and about shifting
things at large. There was a mission attached
and it was hard. It could get really, really hard
when all of that is involved.

AC: What advice would you give to other
couples working together musically?

Chaka Mahone: You have to work to keep
it alive. The conversations have to grow. You
have to understand each other better. We
have a child together now. We also have our
own individual projects. So, the more those
things come into play, the more | think we
realize that we have to create time to navigate
the roles and the things that have to get done
for us, for Riders Against the Storm, to remain
a thing that’s alive. |
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CAROLINE DREW

Switched On Switches Off - For Now?
SYNTH SHOP SEEKS CUSTOMERS WHOSE EQUIPMENT IS STILL IN THE SPACE

Over 300 pieces of electronic music equipment
were leftin limbo last May when Switched On owner
John French was asked to vacate his 5013 Duval
storefront. Since then, a makeshift team, including
former employee John Paul Bohon and original
co-founder Chad Allen, have been scrambling - with-
out much help from French, they say - to locate the
owners of synthesizers, keyboards, audio equipment,
and more before the premises are cleared.

“Where we can find documentation - and there’s
very little left in the space - we’ve been able to return
things,” says Allen. “The main problem is that most of
the things are undocumented completely. John [French]
has a computer in his possession. Various people have
reached out to him about getting the computer, [or] at
least all the work orders that specify who owns what. But
he’s been unwilling to do that. He says he’ll take care of it,
which obviously he hasn’t.”

Allen and French co-founded the music repair and
resale shop in 2010, along with Guy Taylor, who left the
business shortly after opening. Allen left in 2018, citing
burnout and frustrations with French’s customer service.

Clients stymied by a lack of response from French
when the storefront closed last spring began to reach
out to Bohon, who worked at Switched On as a repair
technician for 10 years. He looped in Allen several
months ago for assistance juggling equipment returns
amid sparse communications from French.

French told the Chronicle that landlords Knight
Real Estate asked him to vacate because the building
needed repairs during a difficult financial period for
the small business. Bohon and Allen have reason to
believe missed rent payments were responsible for
the lockout. KRE did not respond to the Chronicle’s
request for comment.

Last spring, shortly before KRE locked the doors,
Bohon says he became increasingly aware of broad
financial issues, missing customer payments, and
long overdue equipment repairs. He attempted to
confront French and eventually withdrew his services
to focus on his independent vintage synth repair busi-
ness, Double Heart.

Frustrated accounts shared on Reddit and other
social forums illustrate the complaints Bohon was
hearing. Seth Tiven and David Hollander shared
similar stories with the Chronicle. After giving French
his Roland RE-150 Space Echo for repairs and paying
an upfront deposit, Hollander stopped hearing from
French altogether, no matter how he tried to reach him.
“I tried to file a police report but was told that it is a civil,
not criminal matter,” he wrote. Tiven says that, when
French continually dodged paying him roughly $3,000
in consignment sales, he also filed a police reportin an
effort to collect insurance on nearly 20 other items, val-
ued between $20,000 and $30,000, he’d left for sale at
the shop. APD similarly told Tiven this was a civil issue.

French says he’s aware of these claims, which
echo those made in four civil lawsuits filed against the
business owner since 2021, and that “complete reso-
lution on every detail of this to [the client’s] complete
satisfaction is really, honestly, my only goal.”

“| started the company. I've been the one that
managed every single repair that we’ve ever had.
Every repair client has always gone through me. Every
single thing they needed or they were charged for, [or
the] length of time it took to do it, was all navigated by
me,” French says.

According to the Texas Comptroller, the owner
forfeited his LLC status in 2024 due to “missing
reports, information reports and/or payments,”
meaning that French has not been conducting
business legally since. French says he believes
the forfeiture was a result of unfiled property tax
information. He plans to rectify the situation and,
eventually, reopen Switched On.

KRE has continually extended the clearing date
to allow equipment to be returned, but those exten-
sions are running out, according to Allen and Bohon.
The owner and the team of past employees are hoth
encouraging repair clients or consignment customers
to contact them. French can be found at 512/565-0663
and john@switchedon.com and Allen and Bohon can
be reached at project.switched.off@gmail.com. |

- Caroline Drew
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The New Voucher Era“:

Austin faces a changed education landscape

BY SAMMIE SEAMON

In the months before the Austin ISD
board of trustees’ Nov. 20 vote to close 11
total schools next fall, several parents took
the public comment mic to say that, for the
first time, they were considering leaving
the public school district for a private or
charter option.

“I have a kindergartner and I have a
1-year-old, and I'm hoping to be in the
district for the next 17 years,” a Becker
Elementary parent said at an early
November AISD board meeting. “But this
process has really made it feel like that’s not
going to be possible for my family.”

AISD is desperately trying to keep fam-
ilies at closing schools in the district, as
Superintendent Matias Segura has said,
notifying them early of their school assign-
ment for next year. Those notifications
have been going out this week, Feb. 9-13.
Back in December, some trustees worried
that it wouldn’t be early enough.

After all, last Wednesday morning, Feb.
4, applications opened for Texas’ first-ever
universal private school voucher program,
the Texas Education Freedom Accounts. For
Gov. Greg Abbott, a voucher program has
been a longtime goal: Bipartisan efforts by
lawmakers held it at bay for years, but in
last year’s Lege, with heavy arm-twisting
from Abbott, it finally passed.

Even for the folks who didn’t want vouch-
ers, they’re here. This fall, parents will be
able to send their kid to a private school
with $10,474 a year in tuition assistance,
or up to $30,000 for students with special
education needs. Homeschooling families
and those attending non-accredited schools
can get up to $2,000 a year.

“We know that people [soon] have to put
down deposits for private schools, if that’s
something they’re considering. People are
going to have to apply for vouchers. Charter
schools have deadlines,” AISD Board
President Lynn Boswell said on Dec. 18.

The voucher concern aside, student
enrollment in Austin ISD and in public
school districts across Texas is in chron-
ic decline, with AISD losing over 11,700
students since the 2019-2020 school year.
Fewer students means AISD gets less fund-
ing from the state, exacerbating the dis-
trict’s already dire financial situation.

According to David DeMatthews, profes-
sor of educational leadership and policy at
UT-Austin and founder of the Texas Education
Leadership Lab, the reasons for that decline
are largely outside of the AISD’s control: a
national decline in birth rate, and in gentri-
fying cities like Austin, fewer children live in
metropolitan ISDs’ attendance boundaries.

On top of that, “We’ve seen a pretty sig-
nificant growth of charter schools in Austin
over the past 15 years,” DeMatthews said.
Since 2009, enrollment in Austin-area char-
ter schools has increased from about 4,000
students to almost 22,000 students, and 37
new charter school campuses have opened,
according to DeMatthews.

On top of birth rates and charter expan-
sion in Texas, housing availability in the city
and “immigration challenges” have impact-
ed attendance in AISD schools, according to
Segura’s Jan. 29 presentation on enrollment
trends. Nonetheless, declining enrollment
and dropping accountability scores across
Texas public districts were cited by the GOP
as reasons the private school voucher pro-
gram was needed.

Will the vouchers hurt AISD enrollment?
DeMatthews doesn’t predict that they’ll
have a huge impact, at least in the first
year. If Texas follows the trends of other
states with voucher programs, the majority
of voucher users are wealthy families who
were already sending their kids to private
school, not families jumping ship from their
local public school: In Arkansas, 95% of
voucher program participants were kinder-
gartners or already enrolled in a private
school in 2023. In Arizona, only 21% of the
FY 2023 participants in the program were
previously in public school, though that has
reportedly shifted to nearly 57% in FY 2026.

Will the vouchers hurt public school
funding? State funding is lost when stu-
dents leave the district. But even if AISD
doesn’t lose a single child to a private school
voucher, “the state, at the end of the day,
has a limited pool of money,” DeMatthews
emphasized. “So public schools will be hurt
in the long run. If the voucher program
continues to expand, whether or not it takes
kids out of the public schools, it’s going to
decrease the pot of money that could go
towards funding public education.”

Families attending charter schools could
be more likely to switch to a private school
accepting vouchers, DeMatthews said.
“They’re already leavers, they’ve opted out
of the public school system.” But then again,
the vouchers could prove to be another tug
for Austin families, particularly wealthier
ones, away from public schools - even those
who are politically progressive.

“I'm a parent of children with disabilities
in AISD,” one mother told trustees during
the Jan. 29 board meeting. “The adminis-
tration would do good to understand that
people are voting with their feet. ... AISD
can actually reflect and improve, so that
families are choosing Austin ISD.”

When the AISD administration
announced the school closure list back in
October, Segura stressed one message for
families: “We want your student to be in
Austin ISD.”

“I believe that Austin ISD - from a values
perspective, from a quality of education
perspective — is the best option in the city
by far,” Segura continued. “But every fam-
ily has the option to make a decision, and
as I always tell our families, you should do
what’s best for your student.”

THE VOUCHER PROGRAM

The Texas Education Freedom Accounts’
$10,474-30,000 private school voucher is
covered by every Texan taxpayer, who will
pay up to $1 billion for the program in the
2026-2027 school year. And, if the Texas
Legislature allows the GOP next session,
that funding cap could be loosened and set
higher for future years.

Back in May, when Gov. Greg Abbott
signed off on Senate Bill 2 and made the
vouchers (also called Education Savings
Accounts) state law, he touted that the
program will ensure that Texas families
have greater opportunity to choose where
their children go to school, “to take their
money and find the school that’s right for
them.”

The “school choice” argument goes:
Public schools are “one-size-fits-all” and
don’t adequately serve every child’s
specific needs or interests, be those
special education services or a different
learning model. Children are “trapped”

in low-performing public schools, while
education savings accounts like TEFA
“empower” families to choose private
education, “regardless of income.” They
argue that by creating a Texas education
market, public schools will be forced to up
their game.

Conservative Christians have long been
proponents of state-funded programs for
religious private education choices over
secular public education, “giving parents
the freedom to choose the best educational
path for their children to reach their God-
given potential,” as Texas Comptroller of
Public Accounts Kelly Hancock, who is
administering the voucher program, said
in October.

But today, the majority of Texans send their
kids to their neighborhood public school - 5.5
million students, the second-largest public
student population in the U.S., according to
the TEA’s 2025 annual report. In contrast,
private schools educate about 257,500
students in Texas (4.5%), per the Learning
Policy Institute’s March 2025 report.

The $1 billion funding pot is expected to
accommodate 80,000-100,000 students, and
most taxpayers’ school-aged children won’t
benefit from the voucher program their
families are footing the bill for.

Texas State Comptroller Kelly Hancock
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HOW DOES THE
PROGRAM WORK?

Through March 17, parents are able to
fill out the online application on TEFA’s
website, Initial enthusiasm for the program
has been undeniable: Over 24,000 students
had already applied when the Chronicle
spoke to TEFA less than six hours after
applications opened on Feb. 4. By the end of
the day, that number had nearly doubled to
42,000 — a record for day-one enrollment in
a new voucher program in any state.

If the eligible applicants exceed the
available $1 billion, there’s a prioritization
system: first, students with disabilities in
middle-income households (at or below
500% of the federal poverty level); secondly,
all students in thelowest-income households
(at or below 200% of the poverty level);
and thirdly, all students in middle-income
households.

Once applicants are approved to receive
funding in April, at least 25% of the
approved funding will be available in their
account on July 1, 50% by Oct. 1, and all of
it by April 1, 2027.

The funds can be used for tuition, edu-
cational therapies and services, curricu-
lum and instructional materials, tutoring,
technology (up to 10% of funds), and more,
according to the website.
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COURTESY OF TEFA

As of Feb. 9, about 1,800 Texas private
schools will be accepting TEFA vouchers
next school year, including 156 schools in
the Austin area (defined as Jarrell to San
Marcos north-south, and Bastrop to Marble
Falls east-west).

The majority of the voucher schools are
in the Dallas-Fort Worth and Houston met-
ropolitan areas, with over 1,000 schools
between them as of Feb. 9. Austin and San
Antonio lag behind them, with just over
350 schools between the two - meaning
the large bulk of vouchers will be con-
centrated in cities and harder to access in
rural areas.

Out of those Austin-area private schools,
the majority (118 schools) are preschools or
include pre-K. Ninety-five schools include
elementary grades, 72 schools include mid-
dle school grades, and 48 include high
school grades, as of Feb. 9.

Per the comptroller’s rules, all schools
must be accredited by the Texas Private
School Accreditation Commission or
another accreditor approved by the TEA.
They must have been in operation for at
least two years, and that total can include
time operating outside of Texas. Even
completely virtual schools can accept
vouchers, as long as they have a “business
location” in Texas.

In terms of student performance account-
ability, the schools must administer one
“nationally norm-referenced assessment.”
While the comptroller will make an annu-
al report regarding number of applicants
and participants, demographics, and effect
on local public and private schools, state
oversight of the program’s academic perfor-
mance remains unclear.

“If vouchers truly offer a higher quality
choice to families, why won’t we see a
report on student achievement for all stu-
dents in the program? That is not currently
required,” said Carrie Griffith of the Austin-
based nonpartisan nonprofit Our Schools
Our Democracy.

Back in October, Comptroller Hancock
announced that the TEFA application por-
tal would be run by the New York-based
company Odyssey, who has also managed
the private school voucher program roll-
outs in Iowa, Georgia, Louisiana, Utah, and
Wyoming.

Education organizations like Our Schools
Our Democracy were quick to call out the
company’s track record. In managing $1.5
million of Idaho’s Empowering Parents
voucher program (a much smaller pot of
money than Texas’ program), Odyssey was
audited by the state for reported “spending
on clothes, TVs, smartwatches, and other
noneducational items,” per ProPublica’s
January 2025 reporting.

In the 2026-2027 school year, under SB
2, Odyssey can be paid up to $50 million in
tax dollars.

“Given Odyssey’s track record of opera-
tional mismanagement and misuse of state
funds in much smaller voucher programs,
Texans should sound the alarm about the
Comptroller’s decision to entrust Odyssey
with $1 billion of our taxpayer dollars,”
Maggie Stern of Our Schools Our Democracy
said in an Oct. 7 statement. “When pri-
vate companies receive public funds, they
should be accountable and transparent.”

THE DISCRIMINATION QUESTION

Are vouchers discriminatory? It’s a
question that has been raised since the
mid-1950s, when the idea of vouchers was
first introduced by parents who wanted
to keep their kids in racially segregated
private schools after the U.S. Supreme
Court declared public-school segregation
unconstitutional.

But today, pro-school-choice advocates
would say vouchers are the opposite of
discriminatory, arguing the vouchers are a
socioeconomic equalizer in granting access
to private education, or private services like
speech and occupational therapy.

“Within the available funding, the stu-
dents with the greatest need get the most pri-
ority, starting with students with disabilities

who often get the most benefit with these
programs that allow their families to cus-
tomize their education,” Travis Pillow, a
spokesperson for TEFA, told the Chronicle.

But for a program meant for low-income
families, the $10,474 coupon doesn’t cover
the entire tuition at around a third of the
schools enrolled in the TEFA program as of
Jan. 13, according to a Texas Observer anal-
ysis, so families would still need to be able
to afford the rest, not including application
fees, uniforms, field trips, athletics, and
other additional costs typical for private
schools.

“If legislators wanted low-income fami-
lies in Texas private schools ... it would’ve
been a sliding scale based on how much
you need, not a fixed rate where now all of
the private schools know that everyone is
getting $10,000, and they raise all of their
tuitions and fees so they can make more
money,” DeMatthews said.

And if a low-income AISD family wants to
take advantage of the vouchers, money isn’t
getting transferred into their TEFA account
until July 1. That’s after security deposits
are due at many private schools in Austin,
DeMatthews pointed out. “If this policy was
really about giving access and prioritizing
low-income families, they would have noti-
fied them in December, and they would
have already given them money to support
paying for the early deposits to hold seats,”
DeMatthews said.

“This is predictably going to deny thou-
sands of Austin families that are low-in-
come from possibly using the voucher,
especially at the better private schools
where there’s high demand,” he continued.

All parents must also prove that their
child is a U.S. citizen or “lawfully admitted”
into the U.S.,, so undocumented children
(including those in taxpaying families) will
not be able to access the vouchers, whereas
Texas public school districts are federally
compelled to educate all children regard-
less of citizenship status.

While school choice advocates argue that
all Texans have the choice to apply for and
take advantage of the TEFA program, the
reality is that some Texans don’t: 61% of
Texas counties have no elementary, middle,
or high schools accepting vouchers, even
though taxpayers in these counties will pay
for private school vouchers across the state,
according to a Feb. 2 report by Our Schools
Our Democracy.

Moreover, a significant number of
schools accepting TEFA vouchers in the
Austin area are Christian, Catholic, Jewish,
or otherwise religiously affiliated, where,
according to several school websites, stu-
dents are often required to attend chapel,
mass, or prayer, and are taught religious
texts in the classroom.
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TEFA spokesperson Pillow told the
Chronicle that they do not have data regard-
ing the religious affiliation of TEFA schools,
and that it’s not considered when reviewing
schools for the program, nor is whether
or not the school offers special education
services.

When analyzing the policies of 268 reli-
gious schools participating in the TEFA
program, the Texas Observer found that at
least 25% expect adherence to “strict” sex-
uality and gender policies, and some forbid
LGBTQ+ students to enroll.

This prompts the question: Is it a First
Amendment violation if public tax dol-
lars are used to fund religious education
that will openly exclude groups of stu-
dents? Thus far, the U.S. Supreme Court has
opened that door, deciding most recently in
2022 that Maine’s voucher program could
not exclude private schools on the basis of
religious affiliation (Carson v. Makin).

Nonetheless, Austin public school advo-
cates like Louis Malfaro, former president
of the union Education Austin and executive
director of the Travis County Democratic
Party, argue that private school vouchers
are a violation of the Texas Constitution’s
Establishment Clause.

“It acknowledges that religious
freedom means freedom of conscience,
which means you can’t be compelled
to worship. You can’t be compelled to
pay taxes towards the support of any
religious institution, including educational
institutions,” Malfaro alleged.

“Everybody thinks parents should have
a choice in where their kids go to school,”
he added. “But if you ask the public, even
today, ‘Do you think the state of Texas
should be paying for the private religious
education of children in Texas?” They will
say ‘No,” probably two to one.”

AISD & IEPS

The TEFA voucher program is intend-
ed to doubly benefit disabled children
and children with special needs, granting
them an extra $10,000-20,000 on top of
the base voucher. Pillow says those extra
funds can be used “on your terms,” on
speech or occupational therapy, tutoring,
or other privately provided services part-
nered with TEFA, claiming more “flexibil-
ity” over an ISD’s free special education
and therapy services.

In order to apply to TEFA and
receive the max voucher of $30,000 a

g

The UT Child Development Center and Acton Academy are two of over 150 Austin-area schools that will

participate in the voucher program

PHOTOS BY SAMMIE SEAMON

year, the student with a disability or
special education needs must have an
individualized education plan, or IEP,
already on file with the TEA before the
application period ends March 17.

Public school districts like Austin ISD are
required by law to provide a free special
education evaluation for all families who
request them and live within the district
boundary, even if they’re not planning to
attend an AISD school, and write the child
an IEP with their specific accommodations
and learning plan.

And now, AISD is experiencing a rush of
parents requesting evaluations before the
TEFA application window closes, needing
an IEP on file with the state agency to
be eligible for the larger
voucher. “It’s incentivizing

that in the coming weeks, applications for
“education services” will open for families,
where they can choose private therapists
and psychologists to hire with TEFA funds.

“Parents are in the driver’s seat,” Pillow
concluded.

CHOICES

William James and his spouse have four
young kids, and the oldest is a kindergart-
ner at Ridgetop Elementary, one of the
AISD schools slated for closure next year.
They considered going to Reilly ES, but the
current principal and some staff will be
moving to another campus next year. “We
don’t want to put our child through a school

restart,” James said.
They’ve also bhecome
concerned about the pos-

people to ask us to do the “Tr in to sibility of a takeover of
work of the evaluations,” y g . AISD by the TEA, hav-
AISD Trustee Fernando de get a public ing heard about whats
riose ponted ou durng - entity that's  hapeening under o
“A lot of the reques.ts completely ISD. “If that happens in
that we have received are underfunded Austin, that would really
accompanied by a sense of cl_lgnge the dlStI‘l(;t sig-
urgency or a request to be tocom pete nificantly,” he continued.
expedited' ahead of other in a market iS “We yvant‘ to”get out of
students, in order to meet o te ” this situation.
the application timelines ridiculous. With the closure of

for TEFA,” a district official
confirmed to trustees.

While the evaluations
are free for families, they
aren’t free for the public
school district, which is
responsible for financially
supporting the education of
every child regardless of
their learning differences or special needs.
When TEFA incentivizes parents to have
their child evaluated for services, that new
system is reportedly creating further strain
on AISD’s resources.

“To be explicit about what it means:
How it is impacting our district, how it is
impacting our students ... I think having
very precise numbers on what this is cost-
ing our district, so that we can advocate for
some fairness, would be really valuable,”
Board President Boswell stressed to district
officials Jan. 15.

However, for a voucher program meant
to support special education students, the
private schools accepting TEFA vouchers
have no legal obligation to provide internal
special education services. Unlike public
schools, they don’t need to enroll children
with special needs at all.

“That’s also not part of our review,”
Pillow said, referring to whether or not
a private school applying to TEFA offers
special education services or not. He added

WILLIAM JAMES,
PARENT OF AN
AISD STUDENT

Ridgetop, “there’s a very

high chance we’re mov-

ing out of the district,”

' James said, though they’re

« enrolling just in case. The

@ family is also consider-

' ing the surrounding ISDs,

charter schools, and pri-

vate schools in the area.

They’d consider the vouchers, but don’t

believe that they would get one of the
100,000 spots for next school year.

“If you talk to people on the school choice
side, it’s like, why would you not create
competition and force the public schools to
compete in the market?” James said, about
private school vouchers. “But trying to get a
public entity that’s completely underfunded
to compete in a market is ridiculous. How
are they going to compete if you’re not
funding them adequately?”

To apply for the vouchers is a decision
that many Austin families are making right
now, even if politically they support public
education, as the James family does, or
even if they’re politically anti-voucher: It’s
simply a new option on the table.

“I think they’re valid to consider,” James
reflected. “There are a lot of people in the
advocacy groups who are very pro-public
education ... But people are going to choose
the best education for their kids. They’re
not going to do it along political lines.” ™
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Urinetown: The Musical e

THURSDAY 12 - SUNDAY 22,
MARY MOODY NORTHEN THEATRE

Imagine, if you will, a dystopian society ravaged by drought,
where citizens must pay to use toilets or risk being banished
to the mysterious Urinetown. This inventive Tony-winning
musical comedy uses that very premise to explore corporate
greed, populism, environmental issues, and more, with stars
Kameron Callahan and Gabrielle North portraying a pair of
idealists who strive for a world where folks can pee freely. Is
it unnerving that this absurd satire is “hilariously relevant”? A
little bit, but thankfully we have its heartfelt story of rebellion to
inspire us in these trying times. - KAT MCNEVINS

PHOTO BY APRIL PAINE

Fossils & Flowers comvuniy

THURSDAY 12, TEXAS SCIENCE & NATURAL
HISTORY MUSEUM

Dinner and a movie is a perfectly nice way to celebrate the
day of love, but if you're looking for something more original,
impress your paramour with a night at the museum. You can
fashion a custom flower bouquet, create a valentine with their
antique printing press, and take Polaroids of your sweetie
while exploring the exhibits — including, the museum points
out, animal mating strategies, past and present. After all,
you and me baby ain’t nothing but mammals. Tickets are
$25 general admission, $20 for members and UT students/
faculty/staff, and $15 for museum members. - LINA FISHER

Mortified:
Doomed Valentines covwuny

FRIDAY 13 - SATURDAY 14, THE HIGHBALL

Storytelling series Mortified definitely qualifies as “cringe
comedy”: What else do you call it when folks climb up
onstage, crack open their childhood diaries, and share
some of their most mortifying moments from yesteryear to a
roomful of strangers? Sounds excruciating, right? And yet!
The mortifying moments so often become our most defining
ones, inching us closer to understanding and embracing our
true selves. You'll laugh plenty at Mortified, for sure, but you'll
be inspired, too, by how brave the speakers are for sticking
their necks out, and how dang supportive and cool the audi-
ence is. The theme this time may be doomed love, but you're
also gonna feel a lot of love in the room. - KIMBERLEY JONES

Pretty in Pink rw
FRIDAY 13 - MONDAY 16, FLIX BREWHOUSE ROUND ROCK

Everyone thinks of Pretty in Pink as John Hughes’ second
film with Molly Ringwald, but most people forget that Hughes
only wrote and co-produced the script. It was Howard Deutch
that directed the complicated love triangle between poor kid
Andie (Ringwald), rich kid Blane (Andrew McCarthy), and
Andie’s devoted lifelong friend, Duckie (Jon Cryer). Whether
you were Team Blane or Team Duckie, Andie became the
avatar for every underappreciated kid who felt the societal
pressures of high school life. - RICHARD WHITTAKER
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Stephen Mills’
In Motion P

FRIDAY 13 - SUNDAY 15, LONG CENTER
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Step through the eras of Ballet Austin’s
Stephen Mills as he unveils three dance
works all relating to his past, present, and
future. Joy, color, and delight denote The
Pink Confetti Dance as a symbol of Mills’
contemporary style, while introspection and
resilience mark Four Mortal Men, a piece
informed by Mills’ time as a young NYC
dancer during the AIDS crisis. Ultramodern
and high-impact work Liminal Glam propels
movement into the future, accompanied by
a Philip Glass score. - JAMES SCOTT

Ninotchka v
FRIDAY 13 - SATURDAY 14, AFS CINEMA

Under the influence of Champagne, a
frivolous hat, and the City of Lights, Greta
Garbo goes from humorless Communist
apparatchik to a giggling woman in love in
this effervescent 1939 romantic comedy
from Ernst Lubitsch. It's the movie that made
headlines — “Garbo Laughs!” —and the stern-
faced screen icon is irresistible when she
uncorks her first guffaw. Screening as part of
Austin Film Society’s Love Month, Garbo’s
romance with Melvyn Douglas isn’t going to
race any pulses, but my heart is always going
to thump for the indelible character actors
Lubitsch stocked his comedies with, like
the scraggly-mustached Felix Bressart, an
emigre just like Lubitsch. - KIMBERLEY JONES

PHOTO BY ANNE MARIE BLOODGOOD

Master Pancake
Presents Sleepless

in Seattle v comeny

FRIDAY 13 - SATURDAY 14,
ALAMO VILLAGE

There’s no doubt that Nora Ephron’s film is
about an unhappy woman in Baltimore (Meg
Ryan), who falls for the voice of a widower
in Seattle (Tom Hanks) that she hears on
a late-night call-in radio show. Well, maybe
there’s the smallest inkling of a shadow of a
doubt that she’s actually a crazy stalker and
the only real happy ending is for her soon-to-
be-ex (Bill Pullman) who gets his life back.
Expert movie mockers Master Pancake
rip into the rom-com classic just in time for
Valentine’s Day. - RICHARD WHITTAKER

Macbeth eare

THROUGH MARCH 1,
ROLLINS THEATRE AT THE LONG CENTER

The Scottish Play becomes the African
Play: Actor Marc Pouhé, director Ann
Ciccolella, and dramaturg Megha Pancholi
reenvision the bard’s tale of bloody
ambition for Austin Shakespeare as an
Afrofuturist drama. Pouhé plays the loyal
and lauded general who betrays his king
and butchers former friends to grasp the
throne. He'll be matched by fellow Austin
Shakespeare regular Helen Merino (Enemy
of the People) as the equally ambitious
Lady Macbeth. - RICHARD WHITTAKER

CONTINUED ON P.32

yweet Odds!

A bowl contains 100 chocolates, identical except for filling:

25 caramel
¢ 35 peanut butter
e 40 fudge

Without looking, what is the least number you must pick
to be certain that five are fudge?

Scan the QR code for the solution,

Designed by Elizabeth Wrightsman at MathHappens Foundation.
For more information, visit www.mathhoppens.org o

ar email us at info@mathhoppens.org. E

mtza JJ

PINBALLZ !

STARTING
AT JUST

$0 .99
FORE KIDS

BOOK NOW AT pinballz.com/parties
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Charlotte’s We

THROUGH MAY 17, THE KLEBERG AT ZACH THEATER

E.B. White’s timeless tale of Wilbur the precocious
piglet, whose life is spared by lionhearted little girl Fern and
sympathetic spider Charlotte, has been adapted numerous
times onstage and on film since the book’s 1952 release.
But this stage play adaptation by Tony-nominated Joseph
Robinette is infused with captivating new life through live
bluegrass music and breathtaking aerial artistry by Laura
Husmann as Charlotte. You'll ooh, you'll aah, you'll laugh,
and let’s face it, you'll probably cry thanks to this endearing
story that always pulls at the heartstrings. - KAT MCNEVINS

THEATRE  FAMILY

Annabelle Chairlegs "usc
FRIDAY 13, MOHAWK

Skybound imagery, neon-bright guitar licks, and getaway
car-paced rhythms steer Annabelle Chairlegs’ charismatic
voice through a cynically psychedelic maze of rock & roll
stylings on the project’s Ty Segall-produced album Waking
Up, released late last month. On their third studio album,
lead singer Lindsey Mackin and her band sound at home
in a sonic universe of their own creation. Friday the 13th,
just before Valentine’s Day, fits this optimistically haunted
record about love, loss, and liminality like a glove. Pitching
in to celebrate its release are prowling grunge rockers
Farmer’s Wife and the brash, country-tinged Bubba Lucky.

- CAROLINE DREW

CONTINUED ON P.34
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Pudrido as Puss in Botitas

COURTESY OF BUTCH PROM

MASC4MATCH OFFERS AN
INVITATION TO QUEER LOVE

This year’s finest Valentine’s Day value is a Vortex Theatre ticket
to the queerest dating game show around: Masc4Match. Hosted by
Bobby Pudrido, a cast of celebrity-impersonating bachelors played
by fellow drag kings Flex Brojas, Khattie Q., and Travis Randy
Travis compete for the heart of one Kairos Looney. The three-night
show (Feb. 13-15) comes from queer masculine event series pro-
ducers Butch Prom - aka Olivia Emigh and Sophia Rumbarger.

Carving out a space to celebrate queer masculinity was
the very impetus for Butch Prom, which had its first event - a
wrestling-themed “prom” - last July, also at the Vortex space.
The concept of a party centering trans-masculine people, butch
leshians, and drag kings had often been
a conversation topic for Rumbarger, who
would bring up to butch friends that “it'd be
so cool if we could go to a party that was
more for us, by us.” Originally imagined as
a house party, the idea evolved thanks to a
fateful medieval meeting. “l went to the Ren
Faire,” she recalled, “and I ran into Olivia there. | have a distinct
memory of being in the heat because it was April, and she handed
me her phone and said something like, ‘You know, you don’t have
to do this at your house. You can do this at a bar.”

“I was like, ‘Wow. That's just shifted my whole paradigm.””

Emigh remembered 2025 being a year where her goal was
“to center queer joy in my events as much as possible as my
form of resistance.” Serendipitously, her mind had also been on
masculinity - specifically finding a way to have more fun with
it in a safe space. Running into Rumbarger proved the perfect
motivation. “It just seemed like our two ideas meshed and aligned
really well,” Emigh said.

Lucky forthem, Rumbarger’s first-choice host was interested - one
Bobby Pudrido. A former organizer with the Austin Dyke March as

Butch Prom Presents
Masc4Match
Friday 13 - Sunday 15, the Vortex
instagram.com/butchprom

well as a frequent fixture at Leshian Wedding over at Sahara Lounge,
Pudrido was impressed by Butch Prom’s first outing. “I had such a
good time that | remember even telling my friends | hope they book
me again,” he said, “because this was such a good event.” So when
Emigh and Rumbarger reached out asking for a host for their new
Valentine’s show, Pudrido signed on right away.

Rumbarger’s initial idea was a drag king-filled version of
RuPaul’s Drag Race feature the Snatch Game, where performers
imitate and goof on various pop-culture icons. “It's essentially like
a dating game show for butches,” Pudrido explained. “Instead of
bachelors, they’re going to be butchelors.” Bringing Pudrido into
the show allowed the integration of more
theatrical and improv elements, as the
performer had already been experimenting
with drag theatre via OUTsider Fest and
Museum of Human Achievement projects.
Venue choice was obvious, as Butch Prom’s
willingness to donate all proceeds to a local
organization (then Black Trans Leadership of Austin, this time
around ATX Free Fridge) made the Vortex enthusiastic for their
return. (It also helped that, according to Emigh, the first Butch Prom
event was one of Butterfly Bar’s highest drink sales nights.)

The folks behind Butch Prom’s productions hope this show
proves to be a love letter to the butch, drag king, and leshian
community - exemplars of queer masculinity. “It’s very sweet
and romantic,” Emigh said. “It’s kind of what we all deserve for
masculinity that we don’t really get, obviously, from mainstream
masculinity.”

“It's like a refurbishing of an existing thing and doing it totally
new,” Rumbarger added. “There’s something super beautiful
about that. You end up feeling like a self-made man, but in a
different sense of the word.” - JAMES SCOTT
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There's always
something new to
see at the Blanton.

Members enjoy free
admission to galleries
and exhibitions,

plus special perks.
Join today at
blantonmuseum.org.
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TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY
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ol NN An Evening With Cat Boner Bizarre:
T Power: The Greatest Tour  Redcum oueer  Thestre
music SATURDAY 14, COME & TAKE IT LIVE
FRIDAY 13, ACL LIVE AT THE MOODY THEATER This night will be like a movie... Carrie, that

is! Austin’s self-proclaimed “XXXtreme erotic
variety show” tributes bespectacled horror
royalty Stephen King with a Valentine’s vibe shift
from romantic to nerve-rending. Performers
skilled in burlesque, pole, aerial, fire-breathing,
and calling forth the Deadlights deliver acts
inspired by the whole King universe spectrum
from bloodsoaked hotels to evil clowns. Is it too
much to hope someone dresses up as a sexy
industrial washing machine a la “The Mangler”?
Ah, well. Only hosts Snake Tits and Dean

Until The Greatest, Cat Power was something of an
indie rock medium, a songwriter sending dispatches from
a nightmarish, acoustic underworld via sparse original
compositions and transformative classic rock covers.
Then she traded collaborators Steve Shelley and the Dirty
Three for the Memphis Rhythm Band and added a soul
masterpiece — she’s from Atlanta, if you didn’t know —to
her repertoire. Two decades later, the artist born Chan
Marshall celebrates this lush, hopeful LP by playing it in
full on the road. Before you go, check out the new Redux
EP, recorded with the Dirty Delta Blues supergroup who

backed her up on The Greatest's original tour, to get in the Zaggler can tell T JAMES scoTT
' Star Parks Southern spirit. - CARYS ANDERSON
IMAGE VIA BANDCAMP Horny B°°k Faire BOOKS
TheH app en-Ins, Star Parks, ATX Ramadan Bazaar SATURPAY 14, TINY MINOTAUR TAVERN
oo COMMUNITY What if a book fair but bawdy? Such genius
Ellelh FOI‘d Music SATURDAY 14 ideas as this are why we all keep coming to
3 fantasy tavern Tiny Minotaur! Buy yourself
FRIDAY 13, CONTINENTAL CLUB ASIAN AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER or aloved one a Valentine’s treat from local
“A three-decker sauerkraut and toadstool sandwich — with arsenic sauce!” Local event organizers House of Artisans ATX and booksellers Alienated Majesty, Book Burrow,
With apologies to Dr. Seuss and singer Thurl Ravenscroft, this triple-decker Pakistani catering company the Perfect Plate invite one Monkeywrench Books, Reverie Books, or
all-ATX stack is gonna go down like Who Christmas for the Grinch —and on and all to an early Ramadan celebration. Featured here Vintage Books & Wine at this nighttime market.
Friday the 13th, to boot! Elijah Ford opens as a Black Crowes guitar scion, will be vendors, creators, and entrepreneurs from all This here’s a 21+ event as well, s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>