AL HEEI::,

== \s EEHND F;E’IX

THE AUSTIN

GHRONICLE ==




THIS SPACE LEFT
INTENTIONALLY BLANK



DRIVEN BY R I V I A N

SXSWIKK

FIND YOUR WAY TO THE
NEW CREATIVE VILLAGE

This March, downtown Austin transforms into
a creative village.

2026 MARCH 12-18
AUSTIN, TEXAS

For the first time, SXSW brings everything closer
together with three dedicated Clubhouses for
Innovation, Film & TV, and Music—each
designed to offer opportunities to meet up with
luminaries, chat with thought leaders, or run into
like-minded creatives between sessions.

At SXSW 2026, finding inspiration has never

been easier and it’s all starting in the heart of
Austin—from Congress to Red River, the city
is your creative village.

GRAB YOUR BADGE TODAY
SXSW.COM/SAVE-BIG

SXSW 2026 | MARCH 12-18 | AUSTIN, TX
Helping creative people achieve their goals since 1987.
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The three men who
stood on the podium
at the Italian Grand
Prix=Max Verstappen
of Oracle Red Bull
Racing, and Lando
Norris and Oscar
Piastri with
McLaren—are wvying

to win the Drivers’
championship.
Piastri currently
leads with six races

WHO WILL WIN THE DRIVERS® TITLE?

For much of this season the title appeared to
be a two-horse, papayva-colored race for the
top driver, with Osear Plastrl looking decldedly
more surefooted than his Mclaren teammate,
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McLaren might have wrapped up the Constructors’ title
as early as any team has done it, but there’s still
plenty to fight for over the season’s final six races.

behind. And coming up on the rails fast is Max
Verstappen with Oracle Red Bull Racing. The
four-time defending charmpion has turned a
corner sinee the sport’s surmmer break—with
twio wins and two second-place finishes In

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

to go.

THE REST OF THE

CONSTRUCTORS' PODIUM

While a fifth Drivers’ title might be a long
shot for Verstappen, helping his team to
the runners-up spot behind MeLaren in the

Lando Norris. However, the final chapters of the last four races—vaulting the Dutchman Constructors’ champlonship lsn't, Sinee the E'
the 2025 campaign are throwing up all sorts back Into contention, sort of. Presently, he's6s  summer breal, Verstappen has scored 8a £
of plot twists, Normally calm and collected, polnts behind Plastrl, but there are six races points, 34 more than Plastrl and 47 more than =
Fiastri has crashed once (in Baku) and been and three Sprint weekends to go, That meansa  Norris. The Dutchman’s results have helped ]
bullied backwards (in Singapore), which full 174 points are avallable, It’s a long shot, but Red Bull Racing to a four-race total of 96 points §
means his stablemate is now just 22 points Is Max, so anything can happen. and an overall haul of 2g9¢. That's 58 more than B
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THE CONTEMPORARY AUSTIN'S ANNUAL
AFTERNOON OF ART AND AMAZEMENT
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WHRTS AT STAKE™

the third-place Ferrari team over the same
d, leaving the Itallan squad just elght
r of Red E!uIJ.

and Ferrarl and over the .':t t‘u:rur races ha.ve
banked 8a points, leaving them 35 ah-ead of
Red Bull. Mercedes is also spreading the load,
with 65 points coming from ( ‘e Russel

and 24 from an improving Kimi Antonelli. By
contrast, Verstappen's teammate Yukl Tsunoda
has seored just 1o polnts for Red Bull In the last
four races. Verstappen and hls team are on a
roll, but one lackluster result for the Dutchman

pild derall the tearm’s late charge.

MIDPACK CHADS
The top four teams are well clear of the
chasing pacl, led by Williams with 1oz points,
148 behind Red Bull Racing. Still, there's little
doubt that Williams, 3o points ahead of the
Racing Bulls, will top the midfield with a (ifth
place finish overall. The battle behind them is
llghl though. Visa Cash App Racing Bulls have
72 points, four ahead of Aston "'.-'Lirlm. who are
1_ clear of Kiek Sauber. In that group, Racing
Bulls are the most eonsistent scorers, with 13

points finishes (including one podium), and
both Isack Hadjar and Liam Lawson are in good
form now, Aston Martin and Sauber have been
maore competitive since midse with Aston
seoring 54 of thelr 68 polnts since Race g In
Spain, while Sauber have taken 40 of their 55
points over the san riod. Haas's scoring 1s
spread mo nly but they have scored just
20 polints sinee Barcelona. It's tight, but it feels
like the Racing Bulls® momenturm n i

carry them. For Alpine, with only

date, the bottom of the teamn rankings bec
DRIVE TO SURVIVE

For a handlul of drivers, the final six races

of the season aren’t just about finishing with

a flourish—they're about convineing team
bosses Lthat theyre good enough Lo hang on Lo
aseal in 2026,

There's been plenty of speculation about
what happens at Mercedes, with hoth drivers
unsigned for zoz6, but while the contracts
haven't been inked, team boss Toto WollT
has verbally confirmed both drivers for next
vear, lelling reporters in Singapore that, in
Russells case, “good things take time” and that
Antonelll will “stay here in 2026, 100 percent.”

The same [s hardly true on Red Bull’s two
teams. Dr Helmut Markoe, an Fi legend and
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s, rec'.eml;.; told Austrian
- Tht' unl" Lhinu' lhal

Bulls. Liam Lawson’s Rdcim_; Bulls seat is also
under rey iew. The New Zealander endured a

I‘rum hiz ]ﬁ.bl el
finish of fifth place In Azerbaljan),
¢ for retentlon.

_|l_ml|:|r Arvid Linc h ade astrong

for an F1 drive by finishing fourth In his rog

Fz season In 2024 and was at times contending
for overall glory in his maiden Fo season. The
other driver In the frame IsIrish racer Alex
Dunne, & McLaren junlor sinee 4 (he
recently parted ways with the team), Dunne
impressed on his first outing in an Fr car at this
year’s Austrian Grand Prix. He's also been In
title contention in Fz.

‘ Many F1 drivers
shown hare racing
at the Singapore
Grand Priwx, are
5till fighting
waluable final
individual and

placing
_:J_ next
Fiwve
laft on the
calendar after the
U.8. Grand Prix in

Austin.




Ion Art & Luclk Presents

20 i WILD WEST

(LIS & NEON SHOW

Willie Nelsen’s Luclk Ranch
NOVEMEER 7-26 | LUCK, TEXAS | 5-12 PM

22/7: VIP Night
11/8-11/9 & 14-16: General Admission
11/13: "Spaghetti Western” Dinner Night e
The Surreal Luck is a dimension-bending neon art experience
that will electrify the Texas Hill Country this fall, welceming
culture connoisseurs of every measure to Willie Nelson's private
"Luck, Texas" just outside of Austin for two weeks of western
wonder that will bring larger-than-life Ion Art installations,
music, and culinary moments to a mostly-private town. Thisis a
unique invitation to venture outside the ordinary and explore an
art-filled cosmic landscape unlike anything you've seen before.

Anything can happen when you're in Luck!

www.surrealluck.com
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UNITED STATES
GRAND PRIX

SUN., OCT.19,2 P.M.CT

Drivers say that

it's tricky to find
the apex of this
off-camber turn
because of the
undulations in

the track and

the increasing
radius of the

turn, which

take an earlier
and faster line.

- PIT AND
e PADDOCK

aki 2
DRS ZONE 2

This zone, aleng
the main straight,
often sees
overtakes right
at the end of the
front straight,
deep into the
braking zone.

MAIN
GRANDSTAND

TURN 12
This tight,
banked left-
hand turn is
another intense
braking zone
(and overtaking
opportunity),
with drivers
going from 200

BLEAC

mph to 50 mph. e ‘._'::5_"'_»}-}'.';'3'

allows drivers to I

DRS ZONE 1
DRS is a technalogy
system that
reduces drag to
promote overtaking
In races. COTA'S
0.62-mile back
stralght is a likely
owvertaking spot on
the circult.

TURN2

HERS

7

TURNS 3-7 mhis sequence,
inspired by classic comers such as
the Maggotts-Becketts complex at
Silverstone Circuit (where the British
Grand Prix has been held since 1948),
is taken at an average speed topping
150 mph, with one of the longest
stretches of continuous cornering on
the calendar.

AHDSTAHD

A

TURN 1 with muitiple

SUPERSTAGE

< BLEACHERS

TURN TN

This tight hairpin is
one of COTA's big
braking points, and
in going from close
to 185 mph to just
50 mph, drivers
undergo 4.7 Gs, the
highest an the
circuit.

COTA BY THE NUMBERS
TRACK LENGTH 3.426 miles
LAPS 56

RACE LENGTH 191.634 miles

FASTEST RACE LAP 1:36.169 (Charles Leclerc, 2019)

FASTEST QUALIFYING LAP 1:32.029 (Valtteri Bottas, 2019)

TOP SPEED 214.4 mph (Kevin Magnussen, 2016)

MOST WINS (IN AUSTIN) Lewis Hamilton, 5

CIRCUIT GUIDE

WITH THE BIG RACE
WEEKEND LOOMING,
HERE'S A RUNDOWN OF
THE KEY TURNS,
PASSING ZONES AND
STATS TO ENJOY THE
ACTION AT THE COTA.

LIS T IN

b S el lines available on this unique
uphill carner (which is blind
for drivers at the apex), Turn

| ﬁ] )N 1is a prime overtaking spot,
C/ e

as cars decelerate from
approximately 200 mph to
&0 mph in just 2.3 seconds.

LIRLLIT OF THE AMErFRILAS
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LIAM LAWSON
came into 2825
with high
expectations
but instead

of top team
plaudits, the
New Zealander
is back to
basics and
battling for
his future.
But there’'s no
doubting his
fighting spirit.

{

l

rREIEMPTION

Bacli at the start of April, Liam Lawson took into team-plaver mode and describing the
an uncomfortable seat in the cramped press switch as “an opportunity” rather than a
conference room of Japan's Suzuka cireuit sethack,
Lo explain why, just two weeks and two races Reminiscing six months after that press
into his time as a driver for Red Bull Racing, canference, the New Zealander admits that
he was being sent back to the junior Visa Cash the moment, coming just seven days after the
App Hacing Bulls team from which he'd been announcement of his “demotion,” was even
elevated—and how he would bounce back from  tougher than it looked. "It was probably the
the rejection. hardest thing I'd done in along time,” he says.
Under aliteral and metaphorical spotlight, “There were a lot of questions, a lot of eyes and
Lawson performed admirably, speaking about  alot of focus that weelkend on the switch. 1t
being grateful o still be in Fi, belore sliding really wasn'L easy Lo go Lhrough.”
% I
- —
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03 RED BULL GOMTERT POOL



FOLLOW US &

-~

Nightly Complimentary Limo Service After
1PM — Call 512-660-5003 for availability

3615 SOUTH CONGRESS AVE. AUSTIN, TX 78704
— REDROSEAUSTIN.COM —

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 2025 U.S. GRAND PRIXGUIDE THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE 11




After a slow
start this
year, Lawson,
23, shown here
racing at the
Singapore
Grand Prix two
weeks ageo, has
scored points
in five of his
last 11 races
and sits 14th
in the driver
standings.

\

LIRM LAWSON

That weekend in Japan could have been
the moment Lawson's career fully unraveled.
Ascension to a lront-running team and being
handed the keys to a car capable of putting a
driver on the top step of the podium is the holy
grail for an Fi driver, the platform Crom which
world champlons spring. Te be propelled into
that fast lane enly to be summarily shunted out
ol it is the sort of body blow that ean be hard 1o
come back from.

Lawson (nsists, however, that while the pain
wis hot and raw in Japan, he at least had the
analgesic of a race to run. “Honestly, I had so
much to think about with the car, going into a
race, the preparation,” he says. “l hadn’t done
the start of the season with the car, so I was
kind of playing cateh-up on where the car was
at—and that was tough. There was a lot of work
Lo be done, bul that allowed me o just focus
and not worry too much about the media.”

He also leaned on his family and the tight-
knit group of supporters who had taken
himm all the way [rom his early days in F4 o the

F1 paddock. “Having good people inyour life,
it's really important [or any athlele, especially
when you're trying to reach the highest level,”
he says, “Having people that you can talk 1o
and trust is a really important part of that and
something I'm very gratelul to have.”

Lawson's return to the Racing Bulls was not
without its own difficulties, however. Finishing
in 17th place in Japan was followed by a couple
of avoidable collisions and a pair of penalty
points in Bahrain. In Saudi Arabia he was again
penalized, for a bruising encounter with the
similarly embattled Jack Doohan, and then in
Miami he again tangled with Doohan (who has
since been demoted) at the race start, damage
from which eventually foreed him to retirve,
Whatever pressure Lawson had laced belore
the switch was suddenly amplified by what
appeared Lo be a crushing desire Lo prove the
doubters wrong,

But Lawson says that was notl the case, “AL
the end of the day, we are always pushing the
limits. And [ would say there was no mental
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side of me that was just going out there w
prove a point,” he says, “That wasn't really my
approach to it | let everybody say what they
wanted to say and I just focused on driving.”

The tactic worked. Despite increasingly
negative speculation, his efforts began Lo bear
fruit. In Monaco, in what was his first attempt
al the track in an F1 car, he surprisingly made
it through w Q3 and then took his VCARR o2 o
eighth place in the race.

That was merely a prelude to Lawson’s
outing at the Austrian Grand Prix a month
later. There, he qualified and finished in sixth
place, his best result in Fi wo that point [t was,
he says, a testament not just to his growing
comfort with the ear but also work behind the
scenes by the team. “To gel some points on
the board was really important, so yeah, it
was 1 breakthrough,” he says. “We definitely
found some things midway through the
seazon o malke me comfortable in the car,
and [ think Austria was the turning point in
terms of results.”
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WILDGINS.COM (B A - «
G@WildGinsTX Tk AW /7 Draft Beer - Cocktails - BBQ - Pizza
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I‘EH SHvI8AatFN 812
Austin THTBTA DrinksBackyard.com

" OFFERING NONSTOP SERVICE
FROM AUSTIN TO MEXICO

XXXB' I E Y[] % fiy more, unbeatable fares, endless destinations.

Custosity

Save 520 off purchases of
$100 or more with code
POLESITTER *

i

AUS BATY

Austin -~ Monterrey

M
*yalid until Oct. 23, 2025 AUS LU new route

Austin -~ MexXxico Ci
11657 Research Blvd » (512) 343-1195 | 15316 H35 » (512) 990-2144 ty E
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According to Racing Bulls team boss Alan
Permane, the turnaround came through the
development of new parts specifleally designed
Lo give the New Zealander more confidence in
the car. “We had a new front suspension, which
we developed through the simulator, and he
really Hked It,” he explains. “[Liam] was really
enthusiastic about i, and it worked, Monaco
was 8 decent race for him, but in Austria, he
really had a spring back in his step.”

The bounce reached its apogee at
September’s Azerbaljan Grand Prix. In a
chaotie qualliying session disrupted by a
record six red flags, Lawson kept his cool—
and demonstrated his pace—by qualifying a
remarkable third. And in the race 24 hours
later, he held oft a cluteh of much quicker
cars, Including his Red Bull replacement Yukl
Tsunoda, McLaren title contender Lando
Morrls and seven-time champlon Ferrarl
driver Lewis Hamilton, en route to taking a
career-best fifth place.

IT life resembled a neatly circular
screenplay, Lawson's drive in Baku would have
completed his redemptive are, delivering him
back to the rising star status he held before his
fever-dream start to 2025, But Formula11s
rarely as tidily forgiving as that, Within days of
the race in Baku, speculation was rife that Red
Bull was considering ejecting both Tsunoda
and Lawson, Lawson's teammate, Isack Hadjar,
seems likely to pariner Max Verstappen at Red
Bull Racing, while the Racing Bulls sears are
belng linked with an all-new lineup, featuring
Red Bull junior and Fz racer Arvid Lindblad
and former McLaren junior and highly rated Fz
star Alex Dunne.

Lawson Is sanguine about the speculation
and the dogfight he’s now In to remaln In F1.
“We're In a program that’s very high pressure,”
he says. “It’s always been ke that, and we’ll
continue to have that pressure through the
year untll a declslon comes. The message to us
15 to perform—and the better we perform, the
better chance we have at staying In the sport.,”

And that, he says, 1s the only goal he can
now fpeus on. The visions of vietory at Red Bull
he recently branded “naive” are distant, hazy
spots In the rearview mirror now. The road
ahead 1s all about dolng enough to keep the
dream alive. “Formula 1 s such a fast-paced
gport. It moves so fast,” he reflects. “You have
an expectation—what you Imagine things
are going to be like—but quite often, It’s not
the way you think it's going to be. And that's
especially true this vear. | came in with a plan
of how thls season was going to be and nothing
turned out llke I expected.”

“I'M ON AN AMAZING TEAI

I THINK THE

BIGGEST

LESSON WAS TO LEARN TO
ROLL WITH THE PUNCHES.”

But Lawson insists that he's in a great place
now. “I'm on an amazing team with the support
I need,” he says. “1 think the biggest lesson was
to learn to roll with the punches. You just get
used to dealing with these things and having
Lo resel your mind after each race—whether
i’s good or bad—and you have Lo make sure
that you go into each weekend with the best
possible mindset, ready to perform.”

14 THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE 2025 U.S. GRAND PRIX GUIDE SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

That’s about as near to a neat and tldy closing
statement as Lawson gets. But while there’s no
easy reward in his analysis, itis reflective of
his newflound understanding of F1—as a never-
ending fight for validation and acceptance, It's
energlzing, relentless and at times a llttle ugly,
and given all he's been through over the past
six months, that fighting spirit might just make
Liam Lawson the perfect man for the job.

Lawson, shown
here before the
Dutech Grand
Prix, seems
increasingly
comfortable with
the perpetual
ups and downs
that nearly all
young F1 drivers
experience—and
insists he's
ready for the
battle ahead.
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Texas' best zipline adventure
VEXTERSEN CERTZERTHIH LS
of Zip Lost Pines!

Have Fun, Create Memories,
and

T.REX

THE ULTIMATE PREDATOR
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4% REDBUD RANCH
JRV RESORT

Lonestar Luxury just north of the F1 Race

October 18, 2025
tHroueH March 8, 2026

<> BULLOCK
M MUSEUM

+ Upscale "uxury camping” with resori-style amenities
« 147 RV sites (bock-In, pul-through, buddy sites) on concrete pads
= Park modeal cabins (sleep 4—4) with screened parches & hilltop views
HeSTORYCF » Super-sized swimming pool, dog parks, creek fiy fishing & kids' playscope

TEXAS .contrex

redbudrvresort.com | 512.265.8000
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UPCOMING EVENTS

s—N a—f——— -—
(0§l CENTER STAGE JAMS WITH Dﬂ“'&lM'ChﬂElDﬂV'd WITH EMILY MCLOUD

[oe] 5]
CENTER STAGE CINEMA BEE'IEIl'lce

Bob Schneider’s Big Birthday Bash

@ Yoga on the Lawn’

@ CENTER S5TAGE JAMS WITH suzunnu Choffel

EAS ']‘-| ;jj-:'fi;l £ REGER HOLDINGS LLC / }é{;f};{ﬂ!
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