b ’F’-L_r--.. SAROAR AR

r:: .
H‘Ekkﬁ' WEE Mask

Let Them Eat Cake

“What I'm hearing, which is sort of scary,
is they all want to stay in Texas, Everyone is so

- -

| J [ I overwhelmed by the hospitality. And so many
— el : of the people in the arena here, vou know, were
\ underprivileged anyway, so this [chuckles] -

this is working very well for them.”
— Barbara “Marie Antoinette” Bush on
New Dhrleans evacuees ai the Houston Astrodome
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10-11 Mon- Sat 11-11 Sun
' 600-A North Lamar Austin, TX 78703
V oo ards o waterloorecords.com
w

HERE MUSIC STILL MATTERS
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Mask Instructions:

Watching the Watchmen

As the right wing frantically dissembles, its hypocrisy becomes

ever more apparent

It seems like a ridiculous time to write
about politics. The Republican leadership
has become absolutely brazen in terms of
executing its power. Their apologists have
twisted themselves into hideous knots try-
ing to justify the stupidity and brutality, as
though it is part of an ideological mission.
Not only have they taken hypocrisy, dema-
goguery, pandering, and just outright lying
to new heights, they’ve married that to inept
governing. Unfortunately, the Democrats are
in such disarray as to recall the Keystone
Kops. Meanwhile, Iraq is an unsolvable, ever-
growing, ever more significant problem. Hail
fellow and well met; let’s dance!

In last week’s New York Times Magazine,
Deborah Solomon asked Florida’s former U.S.
Sen. Connie Mack how the government was
going to pay for everything it plans to do and
stll cut taxes. “We'll borrow [the money],” he
cheerfully admitted, without indicating there is
any plan for paying it back. When the motion
was made in the Senate to cancel certain
“pork” projects in order to help fund Iraq and
hurricane relief efforts, senators were indignant.
Now, a lot of worthwhile and valuable projects
are labeled “pork” because their merits are too
complicated to sell in a line or two. But there
is no question that the $200 million allotted to
build the bridge to nowhere in Alaska is pure
“pork.” Yet Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, threat-
ened to quit the Senate if it was cut — not due
to any ideological commitment, but because it
was “pork,” and to threaten it threatened his
status in the Senate and at home.

The government is spending more than
ever, while making financially meaningless

but surprisingly mean-spirited cuts in social
spending. In others words, they're cutting
taxes for the very richest Americans and shaft-
ing all the working classes.

They’ve done this behind a smoke screen of
verbiage that suggests they are basically doing
the opposite. Instead of taking one taxpayer’s
money and giving it to a minority for a Cadillac
or paying for an illegal immigrant to study to
be a doctor, they suggest, they are giving it
back to you. The Bush administration is shift-
ing the tax burden from the rich to those who
are working. If you have two jobs, but make
a reasonable living, you'll pay taxes. If you
sit at home collecting stock dividends from a
fortune a grandfather accrued, you won't.

When there is a large lower class that
feels completely alienated from mainstream
society and holds precious little hope of ever
integrating into it, you end up with a Mexico
City — where everyone, but especially the very
rich, is afraid of being kidnapped or robbed.

Here’s one place 1 part with my liberal
brethren. I don’t think we're there yet, but for
a long time this country was making a serious
and sustained effort to change that situation.
Progress, of course, would be so slow as to
appear not to be happening. But anecdotal evi-
dence (welfare cheats living rich, the lazy cash-
ing in), combined with a concentrated, focused
effort to suggest that these random incidents
really constituted pervasive patterns, as hyped
by the right, won taxpayers over. Forget that
they exaggerated the cost of the social safety net
while minimizing the benefits to all of us. They
demonized the lower classes, though with more
careful wording, promoting that good old-time
racism. Finally, they completely misrepresented

HOW TO BE BABS “MARIE ANTOINETTE"”

BUSH FOR HALLOWEEN

1) Wake up refreshed, despite your touch of rheumatism,
and apply talcum powder all over your wrinkly (but well-
preserved body) with that gorgeous chinchilla puff the
twins gave you, those darling little angels. If you abso-
lutely must indulge in your morning Ensure, please, do
so in the pantry. Canned breakfast shakes are a bit

common, wouldn’t you agree?

2) Cut Poppy’s breakfast ham into small enough bites so
he won’t choke. This can be a bit of a chore — but
never, ever allow the help to do this. One must remain intimate with one’s partner in order

for him to rely upon you sufficiently.

3) Call the boys. Tell them what good jobs they're doing! Positive reinforcement goes a long way.
Always appear optimistic, even in the face of dire circumstances.

4)As you pass by some unsavory characters in the Montrose on the way to lunch on the West
Side, tell your driver to roll up the windows and lock the doors. Make a mental note to have
the poor people who inhabit that awful intersection eliminated. In fact, ask your driver to
get you a detailed map of your daily routes so you can have them all dealt with at once.
Suggest having the streets of the Montrose — and several in those oh-so-passé wards —
turned into canals! Canals would be a wonderful way to clean up the streets! And, with only
a certain number of gondolas issued, at a certain price, it would be a practical way to deal
with vagrants and loiterers. Sink or swim, we always say!

5) Get your hair dried and set.

6) Return home to OK the candy bowl the maid has prepared for the orphanage: candy corn,
apples with razors, Mary Janes. Just like mother used to offer! Feel satisfied! You've done
well. This Halloween is going to be the best one those sorry little creatures will have had.

Or ever have.

7)Oh, wipe your tears, you stupid baby, you sentimental old hag, and stop admiring your
throat as though something might happen to it. Those kids will have other Halloweens, all
right, probably in prison. Pull yourself up by the bootstraps! Get yourself together! You're
all you've got in this world! Remember that! You're all you've got!

8) Finally, speaking of masks — this is only one of many to come. Remember: Your whole life
is a mask! In the immortal words of Don Corleone: Never let anyone outside the family

know what you're thinking!

9) Oh, yes — have a servant punch a hole on each side of the mask and run a string through each
hole. Do not attach to face with glue. Be careful not to slash your throat

=
= - - -
: 3 |
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JASON sTOUT

- Diana Welch

the purpose of the programs while also stating
as fact that fraud consumed an overwhelming
amount of the funding.

Given that the ruling Republicans are now
more obvious and unrestrained then ever,
their apologists have to go the distance, and
then some.

“Clinton was indicted by a grand jury;
Bush hasn’t been!” goes one common argu-

ment. Yes, Clinton lied about whether or
not he had sex with an intern in the White
House during an investigation of a land deal
in Arkansas that was in no way related. Rove
and Cheney have been accused of expos-
ing an American intelligence operative for
political gain. There’s an old joke, that the
shortest time in the world is that between

continued on p.10
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Handmade Journal Series: Papermaking ¢ Botanical Illustration- Painting *
Hand Built Clay Creations » Contemporary Landscape
Painting * Wheel Throwing: Low Fire « Book Binding *
In Pursuit Of Personal Style W/Cassandra James *
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ON-LINE

WWW.AMOA.ORG
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Celebrity Softball Game
Sunday, November 6th at 2 pm
Dell Diamond, Round Rock, TX

Scheduled to appear:
Ray Benson
. Curt Schilling
The Dixie Chicks
Lou Diamond Phillips
Jenny McCarthy
Huston Street
Pell James
Greg Swindell
John Ogrodnick
Kevin Connor
Bobby Bones
Bob Schneider
Andy Langer
Bryan Beck
And many more!’

Tickets available at 'www.fl_'bntgatet.ickets.com
$10 in advance,; $15 at the door

.~ Contact Thoughtful House for more information at 512.732.8400 or :

online at www.thoughtfulhouse.org

Any funds raised at this event will go to Thoughtful House Center for Children to fund ongoing
. research and a fund for families ble to afford dical treat t for their children with de-

velopmental disorders, including autism and ADD/ADHD. A portion will be set aside for families
with affected children that were impacted by the recent hurricanes.

Sponsored by

HTm
riar Dawson’s Team l;@g; I LA

Special thanks..ts: Telrc'o, Gerffe.n'Ret::ords, S"hoehdrn I.)ééigns, Ti'opi;:ar-la,' Lori and Doug Hodo,
Gabrielle Sheshunoff, Great Smokies Laboratory, Future Horizons, Inc., and the Dell Diamond

DISCOVER
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MONDAY NIGHTS & WEEKEND §§

DUORIMG GAMES

709 E. 6th Street (512) 443-4252
Make your Holiday Reservations Now!

[We can accommadate partics of up to 300 people.]

Sun-Thur 11am-11pm
Fri-Sat 11am-Zam

I.LIVE MUSIC DAILY oimox ustivgs i3 nack

Car Donation /A,
Hore House ~ -

WITH YOUR HELP - CARE IS PROVIDED FOR 40 SEVERELY CHALLENGED CHILDREN
FROM VIRTUALLY EVERY AUSTIN NEIGHBORHOOD. (FOR OVER 40 YEARS).

*Run by Hope House — we’re not a vehicle broker

*Funds generated go directly to the needs of our children
*Tax Deductible

eCars, Trucks, Boats, Property — any conditionx

THANK YOU AUSTIN 515-6889 www.hopehouseaustin.com

OPEN TILL MIDNITE 7 DAYS A WEEK!

MASKS, Make—HP, WITCHCRAYT BOOKS,

MONBO
GLOW

BONDAGE, TdROT CarDds, Ha!'R bDye
IN THE BJ4EK. VODBOD ACCessORries

AL WEEN

SPECIALIZING I IMPORTED CIGAREITES, CIGARS, PIPES, INCENSE, UNDERGROUND BOOKS & COMIX,
EROTIC ONLS, LINGERTE, FIERCING & UNIQUE JEWELRY, INDOOR GARDENING & MORE

NORTHWEST
11657 RESEARCH

(AR Duwval & 103}

502-9323

232-82544

SOUTH

1516 SOUTH LAMAR
[Between Riverside & Ollorf)

443-22932

E. RIVERSIDE

2007 EAST RIVERSIDE
(Bchind Club Kaps]

441-5555

NORTH

B40T Morth IH35
[Rursdberg Exity
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Travis County Bond Election

If there’s a beef we’ve got with this particu-
lar November election, it’s along the lines of,
“Is this exercise in futility really necessary?”
In too large part, the answer is a resounding
No! The Travis County ballot is disfigured not
only by the trivial, redundant, and/or reac-
tionary proposed constitutional amendments
generated by the Lege, but also by 24 (count
‘em, 24!) charter amendment propositions
confined in relevance to 219 voters in those
portions of Travis Co. Precinct 372 which
happen to fall in the Democratic Republic
of Leander, aka the Wide Spot in the Road
out on Highway 183. Would it be too much
to ask that those folks all meet down at City
Hall and decide whether the City Council
must “approve the job descriptions of every
employee” (Prop. 10)?

Far be it from this Council of Wise Elders
to dictate the governance processes of
Leanderians.

Even the Village of Bee Cave gets its own
little sales tax proposition — if it applies to
you, you already know who you are. There are
also a couple of local Travis Co. EMS merger/
annexation propositions — we say bring ‘em
all in, and God bless.

But there is, in fact, one substantive section
of the ballot, tucked down in the lower left-
hand corner (just above the Leander Place 5
special election, portions of Precinct 372). It
lists three propositions, covering $150 mil-
lion in county bonds: roads, parks, and jail.
That’s all the ballot will tell you, and if you
visit the Travis Co. Web site, there is precious
little information about the projects — the
Citizens Bond Advisory Committee had ear-
lier posted some very useful stuff, but that’s
mostly been replaced by extreme compres-
sions of the available information, leavened
with impenetrable legal jargon. (There is a
handy if abbreviated brochure and map avail-
able there, or at the County Clerk’s office,
that gives the basics.)

So it’s been unnecessarily difficult to sort
out the details. But in fact, these particular
bond packages make a lot of public sense, are
not particularly expensive (a few dollars per
year per homeowner), and we just wish the
county were more adept at stating its case. In
its stumbling absence, we’ll try to do the job,
below. — The Chronicle Editorial Board

Bond Proposition No. 1: Yes.

$65,225,000 in road bonds and the levying
of the tax in payment thereof. Most of the road
projects to be undertaken are in the eastern
part of the county, with a particular emphasis
on road improvements made necessary with
the progress of SH 130. We weren’t particu-
larly enthusiastic about the highway, but it
is in progress, and it will need an adequate
secondary system so that residential neigh-
borhoods nearby aren’t overwhelmed. There
is also some Southwest road funding — frankly
not much — the most controversial being the
Reimers-Peacock road plans that seem largely
a sop to would-be developers and aren’t want-
ed even by many of the nearby Hamilton Pool
Road homeowners. But this is design funding
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only — still just a gleam in the planners’ eyes
—and it’s a very small part of the much larger
and necessary road/drainage proposition,
countywide. We recommend your support.

Bond Proposition No. 2: Yes.

$62,250,000 in park bonds and the levying of
the tax in payment thereof. This too is an omni-
bus package of parks, floodplain buyouts, and
open-space acquisition. The highlight is the
Reimer’s Ranch preservation acquisition (500
acres to become Southwest Metro Park land),
as well as nearby open space, the Onion Creek
parkland and open space near 71 East and
290, and various floodplain buyout projects
(also East) that are both rational and forward-
looking. Various environmental and citizens’
groups promoted the parks plan, and the com-
missioners responded, with the most common
refrain being, “We only wish it could be more.”
We enthusiastically recommend approval.

Bond Proposition No. 3: Yes.

$23,500,000 in jail facility bonds and the levy-
ing of the tax in payment thereof. In previous
news reports, we've occasionally hammered
the county for major and minor problems in
its jail facilities, and we’ve hardly been alone.
If for no other reason, the jail needs improve-
ment and expansion because there aren’t suf-
ficient beds or services for the inmates incar-
cerated there, and dozens are now shipped
to Frio County (at great local expense). This
bond will help bring the jail facility up to
state standards — hardly an impossible stretch
— and expand or improve service-related facili-
ties that should serve inmates, guards, and
citizens alike. As long as we're jailing them, we
should at least try to do it right. Vote yes.

Constitutional
Amendments

On Nov. 8, Texas citizens will once again be
asked to go to the polls and write a constitu-
tion. The Chronicle strained again this year
to find at least one among the nine offered
propositions worth recommending to voters
of sound mind and reasonable presumptions
— but once again, had no luck. We only feel
strongly about Proposition 2 — a disgrace to a
free people and an abomination to fair men
and women everywhere — but we urge you
to vote NO on all nine propositions. — The
Chronicle Editorial Board

Proposition 1: No.

Create the Texas Rail Relocation and
Improvement Fund. This is yet another attempt
by the state to underwrite the expenses of pri-
vate industry — in this case, the relocation of
major rail lines that are either getting crowded
by urban growth or else figure in Gov. Perry’s
grandiose plans for the Trans-Texas Corridor.
We say let the railroads pay their own way.

EARLY VOTING

Early voting in Travis Co. for the Nov. 8 joint special elections is ongoing through Friday, Nov. 4.

All locations, except malls and mobile voting sites, are open Monday-Saturday, 7am-7pm, and Sunday, noon-6pm.
Northcross and Highland Malls are open Monday-Saturday, 9am-8pm, and Sunday, noon-6pm.

For mobile voting times and locations, call 238-VOTE or see www.traviscountyelections.org.

CENTRAL
Travis Co. Tax Office, 5501 Airport Blvd.
Travis Co. Courthouse, 1000 Guadalupe
Fiesta Mart, 3909 N. I-35
University of Texas, UGL lobby (West Mall, UT Campus)
Randalls, 1500 W. 35th
NORTH
Highland Mall, 6001 Airport Bivd.
(lower level, by JCPenney)
Randalls, 1700 W. Parmer at Metric Boulevard
Northcross Mall, 2525 W. Anderson
NORTHEAST
Albertsons, 11331 N. Lamar*
County Tax Office, Pflugerville, 15822 Foothill
Farms Loop
NORTHWEST
Randalls, 10900-D Research at Braker Lane
HEB, 7301 FM 620 N.*

Proposition 2: No!

Prohibit gay marriage or civil unions. This
is the most outrageous proposition on the
ballot, the most direct assault on human
rights and privacy rights, and the most bla-
tant attempt to write bigotry into the Texas
Constitution since the Civil War. We need
every one of you to get out on election day
and vote to prevent the state of Texas from
joining this march in the modern History of
Infamy.

Proposition 3: No.

Clarify that certain economic development
programs do not constitute a debt.” Prop. 3 has
a local hook — Save Our Springs Alliance won
a lawsuit against the Village of Bee Cave to
stop the municipal underwriting of a shop-
ping center to subsidize a private developer
without even a mechanism established to do
so. The Lege wants voters to ratify any and all
such arrangements, yet the ballot language
is so vague it should be rejected on those
grounds alone.

Proposition 4: No.

Authorize denial of bail to a criminal defen-
dant who violates a condition of release. This is
a solution in search of a problem, and drafted
in such vague language that even those who
might support it should pause. There are
other ways of dealing with this issue than by
writing yet more specific legal exemptions
into the state constitution, including a higher
bail — not denying altogether such a basic
protection against unjust imprisonment.

Proposition 5: No.

Allow the Legislature to define rates of inter-
est for commercial loans. The Lege is worried
that poor Texas bankers are not able to charge
more than 10% interest (currently defined as
usury) on commercial loans, as they can in 46
other states, and are selling the amendment as
aimed only at “sophisticated commercial bor-
rowers.” This is a foot-in-the-door amendment
to give the banks whatever they want and
undermine the anti-usury limits altogether.

SOUTH

HEB, 2400 S. Congress*

Randalls, 2025 W. Ben White at Manchaca
SOUTHEAST

Albertsons, 1819 S. Pleasant Valley*
Albertsons, 5510 S. I-35 at Stassney
SOUTHWEST

Randalls, 6600 S. Mopac at William Cannon
Randalls, 9911 Brodie at Slaughter

EAST

HEB, 2701 E. Seventh*

Northeast Health Center, 7112 Ed Bluestein #155
(Springdale Shopping Center)

WEST

Randalls, 3300 Bee Caves Rd.

Randalls, 2303 RR 620 S.

* temporary building in parking lot

Proposition 6: No.

Add two additional members to the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct. The ballot
language doesn’t say that the amendment
would also eliminate geographic representa-
tion on the commission, in theory allowing the
greater packing of the commission. It probably
doesn’t matter whether the commission has
11 or 13 members, since judges virtually have
to commit blatant public felonies to be subject
to disciplinary action; we doubt seriously that
adding a couple of commissioners will do
much about that institutional problem.

Proposition 7: No.

Authorize line-of-credit advances under a
reverse mortgage. Like Prop. 5, Prop. 7 is a
gift to the bankers under the guise of helping
creditors, in this case retired homeowners
(over 62) whose only asset is their home.
This amendment would create “lines of
credit” to draw down smaller loan advances
that often look reasonable but can quickly
accumulate into heavy debt burdens — a
circumstance ripe for abuse. Why make it
easier to fleece small homeowners?

Proposition 8: No.

Relinquish any state claim to certain land in
Upshur and Smith counties. Title to several
thousand acres in the two counties was under
dispute because of apparent vacancies in land
surveys. The General Land Office has already
relinquished claim to the bulk of the land,
but another 950 acres remain in court. The
constitution shouldn’t be a handy bludgeon
to settle complicated land disputes.

Proposition 9: No.

Six-year terms for RMA board members.
The Lege allowed six-year terms for regional
mobility authorities, but anti-toll warriors
won a ruling that the constitution prohibits
terms of more than two years. The only way
for voters to voice their general opposition to
tolls is to vote against this amendment and
Prop. 1 (the railroad subsidy amendment).

For full ballot language and longer expla-
nations of our endorsements, see the issue of
Oct. 21.
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when the traffic light changes and the driver
behind you honks his horn. The apologists
have actually shaved significant amounts
off that record, in the time between which
they acknowledge somebody in the admin-
istration may have done something wrong
and when they switch the subject to Joseph
Wilson’s character or motive, Valerie Plame’s
actual assignment, or whatever.

These are conservative, religious patriots
who are essentially condoning top govern-
ment officials’ turning over personal informa-
tion related to national security in order to
gain political advantage in the press. How can
you justify that action? How can anyone?

The level of lying and dishonesty is shock-
ing. But as long as promising to cut taxes,
cut government, and improve everything
can get Republicans elected, don’t expect
much change.

Yes, the Republican Party is in disarray and
disfavor, but don’t expect the Democrats to
cash in on this situation. They are, after all,
Democrats — so they can’t really help them-
selves. They’d rather rally to an ideological fine
point, selling out their constituency, than try
to present a united front or coherent message.

The best illustration of this crippling inept-
itude was painfully evident during the most
recent presidential primaries. In a party with
a shrinking base that has lost focus and
boasts, by almost every account, a troubling
lack of leadership, 10 candidates decided to
run. While Bush smiled, uttered relatively

simple bromides, and assured everybody
that everything was all right, the Democrats
couldn’t get organized enough within the
party to agree on a candidate and a plan of
attack. Sure, it gave voters more choice, but
regardless of what they say, most voters are
looking for rock-solid leadership. In that cat-
egory, liars win every time.

The overwhelming fiction is that the new
conservative movement is taking America
back from the godless secularists. Though the
country has never been overwhelmingly lib-
eral, selling this package was easy. Accepting
the equation that Democrat = liberal (which
ended up = communist, but we don’t have
to go there now) and Republican = conser-
vative, they simply pointed out how long
Democrats had dominated state and the
federal governments. Now it was time for the
Republicans to take back the country in the
name of the Constitution.

In point of fact, for many, party affilia-
tion was determined more by geography
than ideology. Especially in the post-Civil
War, post-Reconstruction South, the party of
Lincoln was anathema to the power estab-
lishment. The Democratic Party dominated
Southern politics — but these were pro-seg-
regation, conservative Democrats. Northern
and Western Democrats were generally more
liberal, though sometimes union affiliations
found them conservative on race and immi-
gration. Conversely, there were many moder-
ate Republicans, including some outstanding
political leaders.

The notion that the Democrat-dominated
Congress was liberal is a semantic joke. After
an unlikely coalition of urban Democrats
and Republicans, forced together to some
extent by common decency and a lot more
by President Lyndon Baines Johnson, passed
the body of civil rights legislation, the situ-
ation began to change. Southern Democrats
became Southern Republicans, changing
their party affiliation but not their ideology.
When the Southern Democrats were forced
to join forces with longtime conservative
Republicans, they discovered there was a real
power in this union. Unfortunately, in the
most undemocratic of ways, they proceeded
to purge the party of anyone not committed
to a fanatical conservative philosophy.

The poor showing of Sen. Barry Goldwater
in the 1964 presidential election did not, as is
too commonly represented, indicate the nadir
of the conservative presence on the national
stage. Its current strength was not an unlikely
resurrection, the consequence of think tanks,
strategists, and pundits working in a coordi-
nated campaign.

The United States was conservative even
when LBJ beat Goldwater — only then, the
Democratic camp brilliantly positioned
Goldwater as a marginalized lunatic.

By attacking the “progressive revolution,”
Rush Limbaugh and company have been
giving permission for conservatives, reac-
tionaries, and right-wingers to embrace their
victimhood while advocating the longtime
status quo and existing dominant American
ideology as though they are revolutionary,
outside, and embattled.

People claiming to be indignant at the
Constitution’s being violated by the consider-
ations given minorities, women, and the eco-
nomically disadvantaged (groups claiming his-
torical patterns of discrimination) were mostly
pissed that other groups were trying to get
access to the privileges they had always held.

The defense of one’s freedoms begins
in defending others — even, or especially,
those with whom we most violently disagree.
Crucial to a constitutional republic is the idea
that broad community discussion and dis-
agreement are the fertilized bed of reasonable
government.

The right keeps speaking against legislating
from the bench, but that’s exactly what they
want. Certain core ideas, regardless of specifics,
are clearly the foundation for the Constitution’s
whole conception of government:

1) Separate branches of government, in
order to provide a greater range of input and
an ongoing system of checks and balances; 2)
universal suffrage, civil liberties, and human
rights is an area where the founding fathers’
commitment is obvious, even though their
specific vision was restricted by some of the
dominant prejudices of their time; 3) an inde-
pendent judiciary to provide equal justice for
all; 4) a clear separation of church and state
was necessary for the republic to function.

In its demand that judges not legislate and
in trumpeting “original intent,” the activist
right has assaulted every one of those princi-
ples, using any tools they can lay their hands
on. Don’t listen to what they say! Watch what
they do! |

30% OFF

ALL REGULARLY PRICED
DINING TABLES

In Stock Items Only. Offer good Oct. 20th thru Nov. 9th.
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Buy 3 Regularly Priced Dining Chairs...

Financing NOW Available! No Payment, No Interest for 6 or 12 months*
In Stock Items Only. Offer good Oct. 20th thru Nov. 9th.
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www.fourhandshome.com
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2090 Woodward
Austin, TX 78744

E. Ben White/HWY 71
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From I-35 take Ben White/71 E towards the airport. At the 1st light, take a right @ Woodward St.
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THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE FOR CREATING 377-2887
LASTING IMPACT IN YOUR LIFE Lamar @ 183

November 18-21, 2005 | Cold Beer
Austin Convention Center Hot Stylists
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Cards & Gifts

WEIRD

Halloween Cards and Gifts
NOW at Austin's Spooky Card Shop!

Halloween 50% off sale on 11/1/05

1014 W. 6th Street (512) 4SPARKS
Open Late - next to Amy’s Ice Cream

BANKRUPTCY

Free Initial Consultation
Payment Plans as Low as
$50 per month
We will provide credit relief today and
file upon final payment.
Gary L. Mann, Attorney at Law
512 East Riverside Drive, Suite 105

Austin, Texas 78704

(512) 693-9000

| am an attorney who provides debt relief services.
I help people file for bankruptcy relief
under the bankruptcy code.
www.gmannlaw.com

Great Haircuts
starting @ $14

with coupon

866.766.7145 | Www.TONYROBBINS.COM/POWER [l ~ |
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Saddened but Not Shocked
by Jackson County

Dear Editor,

Ricky [Patterson] is my first cousin. | am
not shocked by Jackson County [“Crackpot
Crackdown,” News, Oct. 21]. My father, Ricky’s
uncle, left Edna because of the lack of advance-
ment for the black man and the prejudice that
exists. | am so sorry that my cousin has fallen
victim to a flawed system. | am suprised that
[Bobby] Bell can sleep at night.

Linda Marie Balabin (Patterson)
Clovis, Calif.

That’s Just Embarrassing?

Dear Editor,

| am sure that you have already been throt-
tled by other readers for calling Jackson County
part of “East Texas” in last week’s cover story
when the map accompanying the report clearly
refutes that assertion [“Crackpot Crackdown,”

BREWED FRESH IN
SOUTH AUSTIN

TASTE AUSTIN'S BEER
INDEPENDENCE BREWING CO.

*

Independence Pale Ale
Bootlegger Brown Ale
Freestyle Wheat Beer

Drafthouse Amber
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News, Oct. 21]. As does any real sense of
Texas geography.

Jordan Smith tells an interesting tale. The
problem is that she doesn’t understand that the
county she is reporting on is in a different region
of the state (with similar — yet distinct — cultural
issues). How can your readers trust any attempt
at insight or even the recitation of facts?

Next time, look at the map before you go to
print and before you blow it on the cover page.
And when you are reporting on the Coastal Bend,
aka the Golden Crescent, say so.

| hate to sound harsh, but that’s just embar-
rassing.

Better luck next time.

Chris Lippincott

[News Editor Michael King replies: The first sen-
tence of Jordan Smith’s story describes “the small
Southeast Texas city of Edna, seat of Jackson
Co.” The passing references to East Texas have to
do with similar historical Texas patterns of racial
discrimination. As Mr. Lippincott is surely aware,
the broad geographical distinctions of “North,
East, South, and West” Texas are subject to many
local refinements (e.g., Central Texas, Texarkana,
Coastal Bend, etc.). If he thinks that's embarrass-
ing, he should read “Crackpot Crackdown” again.]

Ventura Wrong on 0Oil Costs

Michael Ventura,

It’s time to put your money where your mouth is.
You've been beating the peak oil drum for months
now. Your column “Things to Come: Part 2"
[“Letters @ 3am,” Oct. 14] has pushed me over
the edge. I'm tired of the convincing nonsense

erupting from your pen. This column is full of inac-
curacies. To contest just one misleading state-
ment, you claim that “When oil reaches $100 and
$200 a barrel, and it will,” that it will cost “$150
to pump your car.” This is obviously wrong.

If oil reaches $100 a barrel (and it won't, not
in the foreseeable future — www.quotes.ino.com/
exchanges/?r=NYMEX_CL) then the price of gas will
approximately double. At $5 a gallon you are going
to need a 30-gallon tank in your car (this barely
exists in consumer vehicles) before pumping gas
will approach 150 bucks. So even agreeing with
your erroneous assumptions, the only vehicles
spending that much money per tank of gas will be,
well, tanks (SUVs, large trucks). Only at $200 a
gallon will most consumer vehicles approach $150
per tank of gas, and that is not going to happen.

I've had enough. I'll bet you 1,000 greenbacks
that in five years’ time (or seven or 10) the price of
oil in a barrel will be less than 100 (inflation adjust-
ed) U.S. dollars. So come on, let’s ape the famous
Paul Ehrlich vs. Julian Simon bet — | get to be
Simon. If you feel the need to decline, please stop
writing these poorly thought-out, barely researched
(though well-written) pieces of apocalyptic tripe. |
for one am sick of the gloom and doom.

Brazos Price

p.s. Bring back Andy “Coach” Cotton.

[Michael Ventura responds: My mistake for
putting numbers on a rhetorical flourish, thank
you for pointing it out. But to call a column “full of
inaccuracies” and merely cite one - that’s sloppy.
Nail me if | can be nailed, but not by innuendo. You

continued on p.14

Oops!
This year’'s “Best of Austin” issue, Oct.

14, included a few mistakes. Corrections
appear below:

- Common Interest (Readers Arts &
Entertainment: Karaoke) recently suffered a
fire and is temporarily closed. Watch their
Web site, www.ciaustin.com, for time and date
of grand reopening festivities.

- Armstrong Community School’s (Critics
Arts & Entertainment: Classical Music
Education for the Masses) phone number is
474-2331.

- In the text in Azul (Food & Drink: Grilled
Peanut Butter & Jelly Money Can Buy), “South
First” should’'ve read “East Cesar Chavez.”

- West Lake Beach (Readers Kids: Party Place)
is the proper name, not Westlake Beach.

- Debbie Russell’s (Critics Politics &
Personalities: Most Active Activist) phone
number is 573-6194.

- In the text in No Nonsense in November
(Critics Politics & Personalities: Advice to
Texas Voters), “indicted” was supposed to
read “as-yet-unindicted.”

- UT Nails’ (Readers Services: Pedicure/
Manicure) special price is $25, not $20.

+ The Whip In’s (Readers Shopping:
Convenience Store) Web site is www.whipin.com.
- The Sunset Valley Farmers Market (Critics
Shopping: Fresh Addition to South Austin)
Web site is www.sunsetvalleyfarmersmarket.org.
- Precision Camera’s (Critics Shopping:
Photographer’s Haven) Web site is
www.precision-camera.com.

The Chronicle regrets these errors; all correc-
tions/changes will appear online as of Oct. 27.

Trick or Train!
Help solve a mystery on the rails

Halloween Murder Mystery ... Slip into your
costume and take a seat on our annual
Halloween whodunit train ride! Laughing Out
Loud Productions provides the action as you
enjoy a boxed meal and

beverage service (beer, wine, or
soft drinks). The Halloween

Murder Mystery departs from

Plaza Saltillo (located at E. 5th

& Comal) on Saturday, October

29, at 8 p.m. for a two-hour ride.
Tickets $50 for open-window
coach, $75 for air-conditioned
lounge seating. All aboard! I

~Z RESERVATIONS 477-8468 >

austinsteamtrain.org

A nonprofit volunteer organization. Sponsored by:
Austin American-Statesman, Capital Metro, City of Austin,
City of Cedar Park, Cedar Park Tourism & Convention Bureau,
Crocker Crane Rentals, Trans-Texas Rail Shop.

All trains temporarily diesel-powered.
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believe that an unrenewable resource, for which
there is drastically more demand, will remain more
or less manageably priced? | hope you're right. As
for your bet - if oil does what | think it's going to
do, it will mean a lot of suffering for a lot of people.
That’s nothing | want to bet on. You see, Mr. Price,
| don’t enjoy coming to the conclusions that I've
come to, and | really do hope you're right.]

Getting the Big Picture

Mr. King,

You nailed it! Thanks for expressing the
concerns of many state employees — myself
included [“Point Austin,” News, Oct. 21]. What
a scam and big cover-up being presented to
the taxpayers and Legislature. Taxpayers are
going to be screwed and the poor are going to
be totally lost. What an inspiring article to real-
ize that someone actually gets the big picture.
Thank you.

Anita Moore
Wichita Falls

More Threats From Drilling

Dear Editor,

Many thanks for the News article in the Oct.
14 Chronicle re: threats to national wildlife ref-
uges, including the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
[“Reports Detail Threats to National Wildlife
Refuges”]. On the Arctic Refuge, your article
highlighted the recent Texas Public Interest Group
Report showing the high frequency of oil spills
that have occurred associated with Prudhoe Bay
drilling. 1 will briefly add an often overlooked point:
that the coastal plain in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge is much narrower than in the Prudhoe Bay
region, and the proposed oil drilling activities and
associated infrastructure will occur throughout the
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Arctic National Wildlife Refuge coastal plain. Area
field biologists have repeatedly warned govern-
ment officials about substantial negative impact
on the feeding and/or reproduction of many
species including myriad bird species, polar bear,
musk oxen, and caribou. In particular, biologists

are quite concerned that caribou and musk oxen
will retreat up into the hills above the coastal plain
where forage is of lower quality, where they will
be more prone to predators such as grizzlies and
wolves, and where there are fewer coastal breezes
to reduce the toll of mosquitoes. The Gwich’in

people in interior Alaska have depended on cari-
bou that feed and calve in the Arctic Refuge for a
substantial portion of their food for centuries and
are opposed to the oil drilling. Surely, Americans
can conserve by better fuel efficiency, greater
use of mass transit, and increasing renewable
resources rather than harming this unique region
by reckless oil drilling.

Mona Mehdy

How Many Hours?

Dear Editor,

Like all but the most self-involved, my heart
goes out to Willie Graham and his family [“A Hell
of a Year,” Music, Oct. 21].

| just have to point out that Mr. Jon Dee
Graham’s math skills (“I've been alive 67,176
hours”) don’t rate up there with interviewer
Kathy McCarty’s musical skills assessment of
him as “the greatest songwriting guitarist alive.”
A subjective judgment many might question. |
don’t know. There are so many.

| do know that there are 24 hours in a day
and 365% days in a year. Twenty-four times
365% equals 8,766 hours in one year. Willie
Graham at age 6 (six times 8,766) has lived
52,596 hours. His dad, by his own calculations,
is 7 years and 8 months old. Not sure how old
he really is, but a 60-year-old would be 525,960
hours old.

So Willie made a good guess when he said
the answer would probably be a million hours.

My best wishes to Willie and his math-chal-
lenged dad, to his mom, to Kathy McCarty, the
greatest living guitar-playing songwriter who ever
was in Glass Eye, and to The Austin Chronicle
fact-checker.

Henry Stopher

continued on p.16
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' u n‘ WE'RE AUSTIN'S MUSEUM OF ART

AUSTIN MUSEUM or ART

NEW ART
IN AU STI N New Art in Austin: 22 to

22 TO WATCH Watch, the second in a

series of triennial exhibitions, introduces twenty-two of Austin's

Hunter Cross, Reminder,

hottest emerging artists whose work stretches the boundaries 2005, Installation with

e . L. Post-it® notes, fans,
of contemporary art. The exhibition includes artists working in .
paint, Astroturf

such media as film, painting, embroidery, printmaking, sculpture, 144 x 84 x 54 inches

interactive electronics, drawing, and color photography, as well Courtesy of the artist
. . . . . Photography by
as installation art incorporating such diverse

Steven Noreyko

materials as Post-it® notes, comic books, felt,

wood, vinyl lettering, metal, cardboard,

postcards, and Astroturf.

Zack Booth Simpson

Moderation, 2005

Interactive algorithmic

Jeffrey Dell, Palazzo Ducale; Pigeons, from the series Running Amok, 2002

Mezzotint on paper, 42 x 78 inches, Courtesy of the artist projection

Dimensions variable

Courtesy of the artist

AUSTIN MUSEUM OF ART-DOWNTOWN
LEARN MORE,

823 Congress Avenue * 512.495.9224 REGISTER FOR

GALLERIES AND MUSEUM STORE
CLASSES ONLINE,

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6 ¢ Thursday 10-8 * Sunday Noon- g AND JOIN AT

WWW.AMOA.ORG

AT THE WATER'S EDGE

Taking its cue from the lakeside location of AMOA-Laguna
Gloria's Driscoll Villa, At the Water's Edge is an intimate
exhibition of the work of sixteen contemporary Texas Artists
who explore the varied effects of water in representational and
abstracted images. Whether working in oil, acrylic, watercolor,

woodcut, pastel, or photography, each artist explores the

ever-changing relationship between water, air, and land. Claire Gaston
Hope I Can Remember
This Later
AUSTIN MUSEUM OF ART—LAGUNA GLORIA 0il on panel,

17 3/4 X 24 inches

3809 West 35th Street * 512.458.8191
Lent by the Artist

DRISCOLL VILLA Monday-Sunday 11-4

GROUNDS Monday-Saturday 9-5 ¢ Sunday 11-5

New Art in Austin: 22 to Watch is organized by the Austin Museum of Art and co-curated by Eva Buttacavoli, Joan Davidow, Dana
Friis-Hansen, James Housefield, and Clint Willour. The exhibition is made possible by Chris Mattsson and John McHale and Texas
Commission on the Arts. The exhibition catalogue is generously supported by the Elizabeth Firestone Graham Foundation and
the Still Water Foundation. The Austin Museum of Art 2005 Exhibition Sponsors are Berman Family Foundation, Dell, Green
Family Foundation, Rosemary Haggar Vaughan Family Foundation, Mattsson-McHale Foundation, Bettye and Bill Nowlin, and Texas
Commission on the Arts. The Austin Museum of Art 2005 Promotional Sponsors are News 8 Austin and Time Warner Cable, The
Austin Chronicle, and KUT Radio go.5. The Austin Museum of Art is funded in part by the City of Austin 3 Q

through the Cultural Arts Division, The Austin Fine Arts Alliance, and Museum Trustees, Members, and Patrons. '
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Never go on a
boring date again.

You're at a great place in life — you’re young, single, attractive, and successful.
And you are ready to share it all with someone. But where do people go to
meet other single professionals? Not a singles club. Not a video dating service.
Or the web, the newspaper, the gym, the supermarket or church. These are too
time consuming, embarrassing and have unpredictable results. It’s Just Lunch!®
has been introducing single professionals since 1992. We hand select a date just
for you, make your lunch reservations, and follow up with you afterwards.

All you have to do is show up and have fun!

| TS
0%320?)%%)}1?33&2?&66 LUNCHI®

Dating for busy professionals®

Director Director Director Director
Lisa Victoria Catherine Jennifer
Starr Pearson Pierce Donnelly
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What About Williamson?

Dear Editor,

You know, not to be acerbic, but there’s no
reason to drift so far from home looking for
a complete disregard for the law by a county
[“Crackpot Crackdown,” News, Oct. 21]. Merely
stand and look to our nearest neighbor to the
north (Williamson for those directionally chal-
lenged), unless of course there are some places
journalism fears to go.

Those guys make the blind lady with the
scales cringe. Make me cringe, too.

Art McMillian

[Editor’s note: See, for Williamson County
example, “If You're White, It's Alright,” by Jordan
Smith, News, Sept. 24, 2004.]

‘Assumption’ or ‘Reality’?

Dear Editor,

In reference to your article “Parents Playing
High School Redesign Hooky?” [News, Oct. 7],
| believe Pamela McKinney should be congratu-
lated for her interest and effort regarding her
own child’s education. | question, however, her
being “appalled” at the so-called assumption that
minority parents are not involved enough. Perhaps
the quotes should have been around the word
assumption as well. In addition to the common
perception of the above being true, your article,
although it may not have intended to do so, serves
the purpose of detailing the extreme measures
AISD takes in order to facilitate parental involve-
ment and, therefore, supports the notion of lack of
involvement as fact and not assumption.

If low parental support is simply just an
“assumption,” then why is precious money being
allocated for ad campaigns and fliering instead

of being used for teachers’ salaries and school
resources? If this were an “assumption,” why
should already overworked teachers and school
officials resort to spending time “block-walking”
to encourage minority parents to participate in
school forums? Ms. McKinney certainly has a
right to be appalled. Rather, she might focus
her dismay at the unconcerned parents that give
invested, honorable ones like herself a bad rap.
As a mental-health professional who has
worked with atrisk children and families in a
variety of settings, including public schools, | am
soberly conscious of the fact that it is support-
ive, motivated parents such as Ms. McKinney
that truly make the difference in a child’s aca-
demic progress and ability to learn.
Sincerely,
Angela Burns

Put Our Money Where Our
Progressive Mouths Are
Dear Editor,

| own and occupy a single-family home in Old
West Austin. Imagine my surprise when | read the
Spring project “is isolated from the single-family
core of OWANA” [“Will Towering Condos Spring to
City Approval?,” News, Oct. 21]. That may have
been true 30 years ago, but many of the proper-
ties in Old West Austin now contain duplexes and
apartments. The city’s zoning map indicates that
most of the parcels are zoned multifamily. Aside
from a couple dozen homes on Baylor, Blanco,
Ninth, and 10th streets, multifamily is the land
use of choice. In most cases the real estate is
just too too valuable and the structures too small
and old to support your average middle-class
family homestead. Ironically, allowing for more
density has spared much of Old West Austin from
excessive redevelopment and new construction
in the past 15 years.

| support the Spring project and similar high-
density downtown projects, all the way up to the
east side of Lamar Boulevard. It is time for us
to put our money where our progressive mouths
are. Austin’s downtown is patchy and pathetic
given our population. It should be a desirable
place to be for everyone to go, night and day.
The more vertical space we make available for
people downtown, the cheaper it will be to live
there. And more affordable housing downtown
will make it easier for citizens and future coun-
cils to resist oversized residential projects like
the ones currently crowding the landscape all
over established neighborhoods like Old West

Austin.
Pat Doyle

Independent Thinkers

Dear Editor,

In the article announcing your views of the
coming state constitutional amendment offer-
ings [Endorsements, Oct. 21], | found the fol-
lowing concerning Proposition 2: “... but we
expect regular Chronicle readers are largely in
agreement in opposing this ridiculous amend-
ment.” Such a comment shortchanges many
of your readers and, in turn, you shortchange
yourselves. While | will vote against Proposition
2, it will be for my own reasons, which do not
necessarily coincide with yours. | (and | cannot
be alone) read the Chronicle to be informed, not
to find someone who merely echoes my beliefs.
We read the Chronicle because, even when we
disagree with you, we perceive that you are giving
it to us straight from the heart and the head and
not just shoveling shit for the sake of wielding a
tool. And that places you in marked contrast with
those patronizing yet strangely detached and
arrogant dolts who run the local daily. When you

begin to believe that all your readers are march-

ing in lockstep, that's when you start tailoring
your offerings to please the readership. Don’t do
that! When we think you are full of crap, we’ll say
so. But we’ll also keep reading.

Scott Sexton

Keep Us Posted on Edna

Dear Editor,

Thanks for your story on the injustice in Edna,
Texas [“Crackpot Crackdown,” News, Oct. 21].
Let us know what happens! Being from Lubbock,
and traveling many times through Tulia on the
way to church camps in the summer, | hated
to hear about what happened there, but | love
that others fought and got results. | pray for the
same to happen in Edna.

Gregory Lynn
Phoenix, Ariz.

Alex Jones Fan

Dear Editor,

| was pleasantly surprised to see Alex Jones
win the Readers choice for Best Public Access
TV Show [“Best of Austin,” Oct. 14]. I've been
watching Infowars for years now, and I'm glad
that people are opening their eyes and minds
and realizing all the corruption that is really
going on in our government. | have a newfound
respect for all the Chronicle’s readers, and this
vote proves they are all intelligent-minded free-

thinkers and not “sheeple.” | love this city.
Sincerely,
Jen Colegrove

austinchronicle.com/postmarks
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Thank You Austin.

Thanks to the generous support of our sponsors and the City of Austin, the Austin City Limits
Music Festival is one of the greatest and most affordable music experiences around.
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Media Sponsors

KGSR MIX 94.7 KISS FM
KUT 101X News 8 Austin
KLBJ Channel 102 Austin Chronicle
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After consulting meteorologists, shamans, astrophysicists, football coaches, high school
counselors, Alex Trebek, and other experts, the perfect weekend for the 2006 ACL Festival has
been determined: September 15-17, 2006. As always, there will be plenty of great music, tasty
ﬁ g food and local flavor. We will continue to add more and more creature comforts like shade,
% cooling stations and water fountains to make Austin's Festival the best anywhere.

Produced By
How can we make your Festival experience even better?

Visit us at austincitylimits.com or drop us a line at festinfo@austincitylimits.com Bﬂ @
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The Travis County Park Bonds will:

Endorsed by:

Austin Parks Foundation

Austin Progressive Coalition
Austin Sierra Club

Central Austin Democrats
Central Texas Mountaineers
Clean Water Action

Downtown Austin Alliance

Hill Country Conservancy

Nature Conservancy of Texas
Save Barton Creek Association
Save Our Springs (SOS) Alliance
Texas Environmental Democrats
Trust for Public Land

University Democrats VOte F o R

West Austin Democrats
(and many morel) Travis County Park Bonds!

Pol. Ad Paid by Travis County Parks PAC, Valarie Bristol, Treasurer, 815-A Brazos, Box #340 Austin, TX 78701

B Acquire Open Space in Southwest Travis County to Protect
Water Quality & Recreational Resources

B Fund Improvements for the East, Southeast, Northeast Metro
Parks and purchase land for a Southwest Metro Park at
Reimers Ranch

B Buy Homes out of the Floodplain Where Severe Flooding Has
Occurred

Approving all the county bonds will cost the average household
only 33 cents per month!
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Justice came full circle last Friday when the Travis Co. Courthouse was renamed
in honor of Heman Sweatt, an African-American denied admission to the UT
Law School in 1946 because of his race. He filed suit at the county courthouse,
where he was again denied. But by 1950, Sweatt v. Painter reached the U.S.
Supreme Court, which reversed the denial and paved the way for the desegre-
gation (legal, anyway) of America’s education system. Now, the courthouse
that once put up barriers to the late Sweatt shall forever honor him.

(And in a fitting coincidence, the “Mother of the Civil Rights Movement,”

Rosa Parks, passed away just three days after the dedication.)

Gl
<Fhan

R LT T

Quote

of the
WEEK

“I certainly hope that if
there is going to be an indict-
ment that says something
happened, that it is an indict-
ment on a crime and not
some perjury technicality
where they couldn’t indict on
the crime and so they go to
something just to show that
their two years of investiga-
tion was not a waste of time
and taxpayer dollars.”

— Kay Bailey Hutchison,

on NBC’s Meet the Press,

Oct. 23, regarding the CIA
leak investigation. Hutchison,
of course, voted to impeach
President Clinton on just

such a “technicality” in 1999.

f
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Early voting for the state constitutional amendments,
Travis Co. bonds, and various local matters, continues
through Saturday, Nov. 5. See our endorsements on
p.8 and online. Election day is Tuesday, Nov. 8. On the
ballot is Propesition 2, the anti-same-sex marriage
amendment, the wording of which literally outlaws all
marriage, opponents pointed out. Proposition 2 picked
up an endorsement, though: The Ku Klux Klan plans to
rally in support of it in Austin on Saturday, Nov. 5

This week, the number of Iraqi civilian deaths since the
2003 invasion of Iraq, as directly reported in worldwide
media, reached a range of 26,690 to 30,051, according
to IragBodyCount.org. In related news, the number
of American soldiers killed reached 2,000 on Tuesday;
protests and vigils were held all over the country.

Legendary civil rights pioneer Rosa Parks, 92, died
Monday, Oct. 24, at her home in Detroit. Parks’ refusal
to relinquish her bus seat to a white man triggered the
Montgomery, Ala., bus boycott on Dec. 1, 1955, and
launched the Civil Rights Movement.

U.S. Rep. Tom Delay, R-Sugar Land, under indictment
on felony charges of conspiracy and money-laundering,
filed a motion to recuse state District Judge Bob Perkins
on the grounds that Perkins has contributed to Demo-
cratic candidates. See “Point Austin,” right, and p.21.

Citing a desire to spend more time with his family, GOP
District 48 state Rep. Todd Baxter announced that he
will not seek re-election and will resign from office
effective Nov. 1, opening the seat to what will likely be
a nonpartisan special election to be called some time
in the next few months by Gov. Rick Perry. See p.22.

Former UT graduate music student Jackson Ngai was
acquitted of the 2004 murder of his teacher and
friend, professor Danielle Martin, on the grounds that
he was insane at the time of the crime. See p.26.

President Bush announced on Oct. 24 that he will not
release any “privileged, confidential” White House doc-
uments on Supreme Court nominee Harriet Miers —
leaving a dearth of detail regarding Miers for senators
to evaluate. See news online for more reaction.

The Office of the Police Monitor’s Citizen Review Panel
will meet Monday, Oct. 31, to hear public comment
concerning the fatal police shooting of 18-year-old
Daniel Rocha. The panel will consider public testimo-
ny along with the contents of the APD’s Internal Affairs
investigation to determine what, if any, recommenda-
tions to make to APD Chief Stan Knee. After reviewing
the case, the panel has the power to make one or
more suggestions to Knee, including whether the case
should be farmed out to an independent investigator
for additional inquiry, whether IA should reopen its
inquiry, or what level of discipline (if any) should be
meted out for infractions of department policy and/or
procedure. Rocha was shot and killed on June 9 by
APD Officer Julie Schroeder during a traffic stop made
in connection with an undercover drug investigation in
the Dove Springs neighborhood. Schroeder told APD
investigators that she shot Rocha because she thought
he had taken her Taser gun and was preparing to use
it on another officer (see “Darkness and Confusion,”
Aug. 26). Sign-in for the public comment portion of the
meeting will begin at 4pm Monday; the CRP will meet
6-8pm at City Hall, 301 W. Second. - Jordan Smith

Just in time for Halloween, the spooky Shoal Creek
Boulevard Frankencurb situation is lurching forward.
Following City Council’'s Sept. 29 vote to remove the
curb islands, the city’s Public Works Department
began distributing ballots this week, including two pos-
sible restriping options for the boulevard — one with
car-free bike lanes and one without — which were the
product of an Oct 15 public meeting. Ballots are being
hand delivered to Rosedale and Allandale residents
and will be mailed to members of the Austin Cycling
Association and Austin Ridge Riders. Public Works
Public Information Officer Julie Strong pointed out,
however, that anyone can participate in the vote by
picking up a ballot from the Public Works Department
at One Texas Center, 505 Barton Springs Rd. now, or
at the Gullett Elementary Library, 6310 Treadwell, the
week of Oct. 31. She also encouraged interested par-
ties to attend the Nov. 14 meeting of the council’'s

continued on p.21
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The Prosecutor
and the Pariah

Don’t know about you,
but I'm beginning to
feel sorry for Tom DelLay

Last year, when he was eagerly bullying his
fellow Republicans at the Capitol into slicing
and dicing Texas into congressional gazpacho,
U.S. House Majority Leader (currently on
hiatus) Tom DeLay barely had time to grunt
hidy to reporters. But last week, visiting Our
Fair City to legally complain about the politi-
cal bias of its officials and residents, he was
all smiles, until his face was nearly ready to
break. Perhaps you’ve seen the mug shot — for
his booking photo, hoping to foil political
opponents, he featured a rictus that definitely
looks postmortem. Yet that moment pales in
comparison to the beatific grimace he shined
on the press corps Friday for his Capitol press
conference, following his court appearance
to move for a recusal for bias of state District
Judge Bob Perkins.

“He was grinnin’ like a possum eating shit,”
acutely noted one Austin good ol’ boy long
familiar with DeLay’s species. Beaming down
upon his captive audience, DeLay began with
a polite lie — “Thank you for this opportunity
to speak with you all” — and then moved on
to more substantive prevarications. “The only
reason I had to stand in that courtroom today,”
he declared, “was because Ronnie Earle has
abused his prosecutorial power and pursued
these contrived and baseless charges.” He
described his indictments (on felony charges of
conspiracy and money laundering) as entirely
a result of Earle’s “political vendetta” — simply
retribution for Delay’s political victories. “I
have been charged for defeating Democrats,
advocating constitutional representation, and
advancing the Republican agenda.” As I recall,
when Delay was actually in the process of
re-redistricting Texas, he insisted to anyone
who would listen that the Texas Lege was
actually driving the process. Now he’s eager to
take credit for it, if he can blame his current
troubles on an overzealous prosecutor who just
doesn’t like what DeLay did to the Democrats.

Get in Line

While were all consulting dictionaries to
learn how to spell schadenfreude — gleefully
malicious satisfaction in another’s misfortune
— it’s worth noting that there’s an argument
to be made that Earle is not yet being zealous
enough. I don’t care to kick the prosecutor
when Delay and his lawyers and an army of
GOP operatives are doing such a bang-up job
of it, but it has taken so long (perhaps under-
standably) to get to these indictments, that the
hijacking of the 2002 election DeLay and his
alleged co-conspirators John Colyandro and

continued on p.20
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Jim Ellis made possible, is becoming more and more a distant
memory. Beyond the question of timing, there were enough
GOP and corporate fingerprints all over the flagrantly illegal
bankrolling of the 2002 campaign — I know their lawyers say
the law is “vague,” but somehow everyone else managed to
obey it for nearly a century — that Earle could well be passing
out tickets down at the booking room.

Attorney Cris Feldman, whose successful litigation on
behalf of defeated candidates against DeLay aide Ellis, et
al., has been put on hold pending resolution of the criminal
charges, points out that “the effort to funnel corporate fund-
ing into the election campaign was massive yet secretive,
and it was undertaken by many well-placed and powerful
Republican officials in Austin.” That’s not to say Earle has the
(actionable) goods on all of them, but the post-election boast-
ing by GOP hearties (like Bill Hammond’s “we blew the doors
off!”) make it clear that the effort was intentional, conscious,
and an integral part of the overall Republican campaign.

I know the GOP lawyers say

the law is “vague,” but somehow
everyone else managed to obey
it for nearly a century.

One wonders where Hammond, of the Texas Association
of Business, who gleefully celebrated the buckets of corporate
spending, falls in the grand jury’s notebook of infamy. More
specifically, asks Craig McDonald of Texans for Public Justice
(the campaign watch organization that started the whole ball
rolling), “Where’s the speaker?” Texas House Speaker Tom
Craddick, you will recall, traveled to Houston in October of
2002 to relieve a tort-reform cabal misnamed the Alliance for
Quality Nursing Home Care Inc. of $100,000 in corporate
cash, duly deposited in the campaign cash box of Texans for
a Republican Majority. The Alliance got indicted, TRMPAC
got indicted — but Craddick? Craddick still has the run of
the House, and according to his attorney Roy Minton, was
informed last week by none other than Earle himself that he’s
off the hook.

“TRMPAC was Craddick’s plaything,” noted McDonald
bluntly. “An executive [of the Nursing Home Alliance] flies
down from Boston to hand him a $100,000 corporate check
for TRMPAC. On the surface, from the public record alone, it
would appear that the speaker was the bagman for an illegal
transaction.”

Poor Tom

Looked at from that end of the telescope, perhaps we
should stop feeling sorry for Ellis and Colyandro — the small
fish in Earle’s tidy little net — and start feeling sorry for DeLay,
only one of the two Toms at the center of the Tomstown
scandal. It’s just my speculation, but it seems likely that Earle
was hoping that Ellis and Colyandro would roll over on their
boss — whose protestations of innocence are belied by his long
“Hammer” history of tightly managed fundraising operations.
When they declined to do so, he decided to grab the tail of
the tiger directly and move to indict DeLay, before the statute
of limitations expired. The same dilemma may have saved
Craddick’s sanctimonious behind.

So perhaps there is some justice, after all, in DeLay’s cries
of unjust prosecution. “What about all my buddies?” he could
be wondering. “How come they’re getting away with it, and 1
get stuck holding the bag?” Well, Tom, as your good friend Bill
Clinton once mused, life is just unfair.

But I wouldn’t worry. No matter how the trial comes out,
you will always hold an honored place in the lengthy history of
Texas political infamy.

SET IN STONE ... OR ASPHALT

Last Thursday, with the ink barely dry on
that morning’s agenda, the ongoing debate
over the proposed Central Texas toll road
study careened onto the dais. One of the
council’s first items was approval of an
Interlocal Agreement between Austin, Round
Rock, surrounding counties, the Central
Texas Regional Mobility Authority, and the
Capital Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization — all stakeholders in CAMPO’s
proposed, toll road-centered, mobility plan
(some holding noticeably more stake than
others). Raul Alvarez had pulled the item
from the consent agenda, while expressing
concerns over the direction and independence
of the study’s steering committee. Brewster
McCracken tried to sooth Alvarez concerning
the study’s delay, arguing that as noncity
stakeholders joined what had originally been
the city’s get-together, the study’s scope inev-
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itably expanded. Unsoothed, Alvarez charac-
terized the newcomers as party crashers. “We
get two votes on — potentially on — what the
study says and does, versus us being the
managers ... driving the process,” he said.
“It’s great to be working with everyone, but it
does raise some questions with me about how independent
the study is going to be.” Alvarez’'s doubts were milder ver-
sions of the outrage already expressed by toll-road oppo-
nents, most notably the Austin Toll Party’s Sal Costello.

For his part, McCracken said the study and steering com-
mittee represent “the best example of [regional] coopera-
tion in Central Texas history” — take that, Envision Central
Texas — and that any fears of the study changing direction
were unfounded, as its financing makes it “pretty dang near
set in stone.” The measure passed 6-1, Alvarez the lone
wolf. “To a certain degree,” he said afterward, “it’s out of
our hands now.”

Later on, the council fussed over a yearlong agreement
with Waste Management of Texas to haul trash and recy-
clables from city facilities and Downtown, in an area newly
extended to include parts of the Warehouse District. The
contract squeaked by on a 4-3 vote, with those voting nay —
McCracken, Mayor Pro Tem Danny Thomas, and Lee Leffing-
well — citing Waste Management’s shabby environmental
record at their Northeast dump site. Several speakers
reminded council that WM has been fined several times in
connection with the site; Robin Schneider of Texas Cam-
paign for the Environment suggested Austin taxpayers
would now effectively be underwriting an eventual “$50 mil-
lion cleanup” of 21,000 toxic sludge barrels buried there.
“This company is known as a bad actor,” said Schneider,
noting that WM has been prohibited from operating in the
entire state of Indiana. “We have to be aware of the pat-
tern, not just [at] this landfill, which has been horrendous,
but across the county,” Schneider said. Ultimately, such pro-
testations weren’t enough to sway one more vote, as the
otherwise publicly taciturn council let this one hang all out.
Betty Dunkerley, noting the contract’s renewal in 12 months,
called for a long-term waste management (the practice, not
the company) plan to address Austin’s unuseables.

Between the traffic and the trash, during Citizens
Communications the council faced more immediately
human concerns. Several members of the newly minted
Home Depot Corner Committee spoke, with the help of
an interpreter. “We want to work, we are honest workers.
We need support and help from the city,” day laborer
Marvin Rodriguez told the council en espandl. He reported
the committee had conducted an informal door-to-door sur-
vey in the St. John’s neighborhood (near the 1-35 N. Home
Depot), and found that 90% of the residents support their
request for Home Depot to create a safe environment on
their property for day laborers looking for work.

About 50 people showed up at last Thursday’s council meeting in support of local
day laborers, who were appealing to council members for support in establishing
a “safe, dignified hiring space” on the grounds of Home Depot at the corner of
I-35 and St. John’s. This worker’s sign says, “Workers’ rights are human rights.”

An APD representative recounted reports of catcalls to
young girls walking across the interstate to an elementary
school, along with incidents of laborers blocking nearby road-
ways. “Sometimes, people have said that we are delinquents
or criminals, but that’s not true,” responded Rodriguez.
Health and Human Services Director David Lurie encouraged
the use of the city’s First Labor site, less than two miles
south at 51st and I-35, and said they are considering build-
ing another site, possibly in Southeast Austin — though that
will be of little use to the controversy unfurling on St. John’s.
Raul Alvarez said an advisory committee to examine workers’
concerns could be established rapidly, once the stakeholders
have been determined. Speaking in Spanish to the laborers,
he drew their applause.

Alvarez garnered applause again that afternoon with the
approval of funds and construction contracts for the
Mexican American Cultural Center, with Mayor Emeritus
Gus Garcia in the house to observe the long-delayed start.

But the chambers were eerily quiet when Assistant City
Manager Rudy Garza laid out yearlong-dormant proposed
changes to Austin’s public order ordinances, aimed specifi-
cally at the itinerant homeless. As Garza laid out the pro-
posals, which would expand prohibitions on solicitation, and
sitting or lying down on the sidewalk — House the Homeless
President Richard Troxell and others stood quietly to one
side, holding banners and signs demanding a living wage.
Will Wynn, acknowledging the ordinances as “sensitive
because they deal with people’s civil liberties,” said they are
modeled after proposals elsewhere that have withstood legal
challenges. Expect lots of public input today (Thursday, Nov.
27), as the ordinances are slated for public hearing at 6pm
(Item 29).

Also scheduled for presentation this evening are the city
staff recommendations from the African-American Quality
of Life Project Implementation Team, who will present
their findings from the city survey commissioned in the after-
math of the Midtown Live nightclub fire and the accompany-
ing controversy over the city’s treatment of its black citizens.
(The presentation is Item 28, also “scheduled” at 6pm, but
before the Public Order Ordinances.) Also on the agenda
(early, Item 10) is a possible prohibition against parking
cars in local front yards — soon to be known as the
Softball-for-John-Kelso Ordinance. Finally, on the happy talk
agenda, Item 19 is a resolution to approve a re-siting of the
Austin Energy Control Center and a downsizing of the
Seaholm substation — adding developable space to Austin’s
own front yard. Can we park our cars there? - Wells Dunbar
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NAKED CITY ::

Land Use and Transportation Subcommittee, where results will be presented.
For more info, see www.cityofaustin.org/publicworks/shoalcreek. - Daniel Mottola

Election entrants (and not): Mayor Will Wynn told the Downtown Austin
Alliance last week that he will seek re-election in 2006. Mayor Pro Tem Danny
Thomas has already announced that he intends to challenge Wynn. Council
Member Raul Alvarez, on the other hand, will leave office when his second
term ends in 2006, rather than spend the next six months collecting the
estimated 20,000 signatures necessary to seek a third term. Alvarez says
he’d rather spend what’s left of his term focusing on his council duties and
then spend more time with his wife and child. Possible candidates for Place
2, the council’s so-called Hispanic seat, include Greater Austin Hispanic
Chamber President Eliza May, former state Sen. Hector Uribe, and Austin
Association of Professional Firefighters President Mike Martinez. If Alvarez
had succeeded in getting around the two-term limit, he would have followed
in the footsteps of Daryl Slusher. And speaking of Slusher, he announced
last week that he would not run for Travis Co. judge — long considered to be
the next political endeavor for the former council member (and former Austin
Chronicle columnist). He said he didn’t want to create a divisive Democratic
primary battle with incumbent Sam Biscoe, who is seeking re-election.
Slusher said the time he’s able to devote to community service “will be bet-
ter spent writing and concentrating on a few major projects.” - Amy Smith

AISD proposed an amendment to its land use agreement with the city of
Austin, regarding development regulations in the environmentally sensitive
Southwest. One issue is whether the impervious cover of a school located in
an area governed by a private development agreement (i.e., the Stratus and
Bradley agreements) counts toward the total allowable impervious cover within
the development, or whether each school should be considered a separate
tract with separate impervious cover totals. The second concerns the pur-
chase of land to mitigate for an eight-classroom addition at Kiker Elementary,
which would put the school’s impervious coverage up to 38% of its site.

- Rachel Proctor May

The Campus Alliance Against Inequality held a slumber-free all-nighter Sun-
day night, to be first in line to vote against Proposition 2. The Alliance’s
action, Pull an All-Nighter Against Inequality, started at 8pm Sunday on UT’s
West Mall, outside the early voting location at the Undergraduate Library.
Alliance spokesperson Jake Holbrook told The Daily Texan that some 200
people contributed their time and effort to the cause, and that 2,100 stu-
dents have pledged to vote against Prop. 2, the constitutional amendment
prohibiting same-sex marriage and civil unions. Hopefully, the moonlight pro-
test worked; as the first day of early voting ended, the UT polling place had
654 ballots cast, the highest number at a single location. - Wells Dunbar

The Austin Police Department has been awarded nearly $100,000 in fed-
eral grant money from the Department of Justice to fund two forensic posi-
tions — one evidence technician and one serologist — to work with detectives
in the Sex Crimes and Cold Case units to identify cases with usable DNA
evidence. According to APD, Sex Crimes detectives have already identified
500 cold cases that might benefit from DNA testing, while Cold Case detec-
tives currently have about 130 outstanding cases. Once identified and col-
lected, any DNA evidence will be processed through the nationwide Combined
DNA Index System (CODIS) by personnel with APD’s Forensics Unit. - JS.

BEYOND CITY LIMITS

The first two task force meetings on Gov. Rick Perry’s proposed “65% rule”
for education spending made the point that most following the debate
already know: Conservatives love it and educators are leery of it. The 65%
rule, proposed by Perry two months ago after the failure of the second spe-
cial session, would require that school districts put 65% of their operational
budgets into the classroom, using a definition set out by the National Center
for Education Statistics. Education Commissioner Shirley Neeley convened
two task forces — one for educators and one for citizens — to tweak the pro-
posal. Doing the math, educators said a lot of things should be in the
numerator — libraries, counselors, and teacher training — and out of the
denominator — transportation, construction, and school lunch programs.
Changing the formula in such a way, however, dilutes it to the point where
many conservatives find it meaningless. After the second meeting, Neeley
said the comments from both meetings would be compiled and compared.
Then the task force will meet again. The timeline for implementation of the
rule is three to six months. - Kimberly Reeves

Making good on a nearly year-old promise, Texas Land Commissioner Jerry
Patterson announced Monday that the state has signed an agreement to
build the nation’s first offshore wind project, located about seven miles
off the coast of Galveston Island. Work will begin immediately with the con-
struction of two meteorological towers. The data they collect will determine
exactly where the 150-megawatt wind farm will be built. “Revenue from the
agreement, expected to be at least $26.5 million but possibly much more
(over the 30-year lease), will be deposited in the state’s Permanent School
Fund, which helps pay for public education,” says a General Land Office
press release. Louisiana-based Wind Energy Systems Technologies, the com-
pany that will build the project, expects construction to cost as much as
$300 million and last up to five years. As part of the agreement, WEST will
conduct studies on migratory bird patterns with respect to windmill place-
ment. When complete, the wind farm will produce enough electricity to power
about 40,000 homes. Sam Houston secured sovereignty of the Texas coast

JANA BIRCHUM

Rep. Tom Delay (with wife Christine) was in town last week for

his initial court appearance on money laundering and conspiracy
charges. The Sugar Land Republican seeks to have Judge Bob Perkins
removed from the case because of Perkins’ political contributions to
Democratic organizations. C.W. Duncan, a retired Democratic judge
from Bell Co., will hear that motion on Nov. 1 in Austin. -A.S.

out to 10.36 miles in 1836. “Who would have thought that the hero of San
Jacinto would help bring wind energy to Texas?” Patterson said. - D.M.

Once again, Texas ranks No. 1 among the states with the most prison inmates
— and with a total of 168,105 inmates, we're only about 12,000 inmates shy
of the population of the entire federal prison system. (California holds onto
second among the states, about 1,000 inmates behind Texas.) Although
crime continued to decline in 2004, the Department of Justice’s Bureau of
Justice Statistics reports that the prison population rose another 1.9% last
year. In Texas, the incarceration rate is a whopping 694 inmates per
100,000 residents, second only to Louisiana’s 816 inmates per 100,000. In
all, as of Dec. 31, 2004, one out of every 138 U.S. residents was in jail or
prison. For the entire report, go to www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/p04.pdf. - J.S.

The U.S. Department of Education released the results of the National
Assessment of Educational Progress last week. While most standardized
test scores are based on state-developed tests, making state-to-state com-
parisons difficult, the NAEP is supposed to allow such comparisons. On the
surface, Texas students performed admirably, slightly outperforming the rest
of the country in fourth- and eighth-grade math, and fourth-grade reading,
and performing slightly below average in eighth-grade reading. Because
states are allowed to determine the number of students excluded from the
tests due to learning disabilities or a lack of English-language skills, howev-
er, critics charge that Texas’ scores aren’t as good as they might appear.
Some 11% of Texas fourth graders were exempted from the tests, compared
to a national average of 7%; in math those numbers are 6% and 3%. In
other words, a larger percentage of Texas’ most challenged students were
not tested, which may have raised the overall average scores. - R.PM.

Rep. Lloyd Doggett led the battle in Congress last week to halt Republican
attempts to privatize the federal food stamp program, which ultimately
passed late Tuesday as part of a $100 billion agriculture spending bill. He
spearheaded a motion that would have prohibited state agencies from using
federal funds if they privatize more than 10% of their food stamp program
operations. The motion, which failed along party lines last Thursday, “was
designed to prevent an ideological experiment from being performed on
some of the most vulnerable in our society,” Doggett said. In a press
release, he warned that Texas intends to implement its privatization scheme
without a pilot project, replacing expertly staffed service centers with call
centers and a Web page, “treating our seniors, disabled, and neediest chil-
dren and working families as guinea pigs in a great privatization experi-
ment.” Plotting a budget reconciliation bill while simultaneously ignoring the
budgetary black hole that is Iraq, GOP leaders recently took aim again at
food stamps, along with Medicaid, farm subsidies, supplemental security
income payments, and welfare. - D.M.

Seven women were honored by the city of Austin’s housing authority for
attaining economic independence. Jeana Bazan, Sabrina Bradford, JoAnn
Huerta, Angelina Rosales, Carol Steamer, Wendy Steward, and Lucy
Stubblefield were celebrated yesterday as the 2005 graduates of the hous-
ing authority’s Family Self-Sufficiency Program. Working with city men-
tors, enrollees develop a five-year plan for economic independence and new,
higher-paying occupations. Participants pay rent with either housing choice
vouchers or through public housing programs tied to their rising work and
pay — as their rent increases on a sliding scale in tandem with escalating
wages, a portion of the rent is put into an escrow savings account, which
becomes available after a year’s worth of work. The 2005 graduates com-
memorate the 12th year of the program. - W.D.

Texas Public Interest Research Group issued new warnings recently about
proposed EPA rule changes to the Clean Air Act's New Source Review
program, announced last week; see news online for details.
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ART CLASSES

for Every Level
Now is your chance to play with all the
mediums you have been curious about.
All classes $25 each (or $40 for two)

Spooky Calligraphy
October 29th 9am-1pm

Create ghoulish Halloween cards with
an artistic, calligrapher’s hand in the
classic Gothic script.

Color Theory with Acrylics
November 5th 10am-1pm

Learn the basics of color combination
and how to create the desired hue using
Createx pure pigments.

Mixed Media Collage
November 12th
9am-Noon & 1-4pm

Decorate some wonderful papers to
use in several small projects, as well
as a personalized sketchbook for
future work.

Classes are limited, so
REGISTER NOW at
512.478.8793, e-mail at
Janine@millerblueprint.com,
or stop by the store!

Downtown Location North Location

501 W. 6th St 10713 Metric Blvd.
Austin, TX 78701 Austin, TX 78758
478.8793 837.8888

M-F 8-5:30 & Sat 10-5 M-F 8-5:30
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Life After Todd Baxter

Two weeks ago, a Democratic victory in
House District 48 seemed almost certain,
until the man chiefly responsible for this uni-
fied optimism — GOP incumbent Todd Baxter
— unexpectedly took himself out of the running.

Baxter’s resignation, effective Nov. 1, is
largely viewed as a strategic decision by
Republican Party bosses to remove the vulner-
able candidate and restructure the playing
field to their advantage. While popular with
the party leadership, Baxter’s votes favoring
private-school vouchers and his refusal to
return campaign money from Tom Delay’s
tainted political action committee didn’t exact-
ly put him in good stead with his district; and
they outweighed his positives, such as his
vote against toll roads and his unflagging
energy on the campaign trail.

Enter Ben Bentzin, the Republicans’ heir
apparent to Baxter’'s seat. As a well-connected
businessman, community booster, and former
Dell executive, Bentzin is regarded as some-
one who can swoop in on quick notice and re-
energize voters in this west-of-MoPac swing
district. More importantly, Bentzin's Dell-ionaire
status enables him to underwrite a campaign
on the fly, without having to fret about raising
gobs of cash within a short time frame.

With Bentzin in the picture, nothing would
satisfy Republicans more than a quickie elec-
tion, to seat a GOP incumbent before the gen-
eral election next November. Initially, the idea
was that GOP Gov. Rick Perry would call a

special election before the end of the year,
forcing Democrats to scramble to get their act
together. But it’s not certain that Perry will
move with such haste, particularly since he
let District 143 in Houston go for six months
— including time spent in special sessions on
school finance — without a representative to
replace Democratic Rep. Joe Moreno, who
died in May. (Voters will choose Moreno’s suc-
cessor Nov. 8.) Another option under discus-
sion had May as a possible election date. But
that could foul up the Lege’s special session
on school finance, also expected in May. If
the election were to go to a run-off, in June,
the delay could leave House Speaker Tom
Craddick one GOP vote shy of an education
package. Naturally, Craddick didn’t have these
same concerns about the empty Moreno seat.

In a statement last week, Baxter said he
was moving on to spend more time with his
growing family. He stressed, “I have chosen
to step down for personal reasons, not politi-
cal calculations.” Baxter said he would leave
office right away so that voters would be
allowed to choose a representative “at the
earliest possible date.”

But what’s the hurry, asked Democratic
strategist Kelly Fero. “There is no legitimate
reason to call a quick turnaround election
that favors big checkbooks over good ideas.”
While Baxter’s departure and Bentzin’s imme-
diate entry into the race sounds like a coordi-
nated turn of events, Ted Delisi, a political
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consultant to both men, says there was no
coordination whatsoever — “there was no
pressure on [Baxter] to pull out [and] there
was no sort of collusion” with regard to the
timing of Baxter’'s announcement and Bentzin
jumping into the race. “That’s just what the
Democrats are saying.” All Baxter did was
inform Bentzin of his decision, he added.

It’'s true that Bentzin doesn’t carry the polit-
ical baggage weighing Baxter down, but he
does have a record of turning off voters, as
evidenced by his costly, bruising loss to Sen.
Gonzalo Barrientos in 2002. Bentzin, then a
barely known millionaire trying to take down a
veteran politician, went on the attack with a
barrage of TV ads featuring police video of
the senator’s arrest on a driving-while-intoxi-
cated charge. The ads were roundly criticized,
needless to say.

Republicans will have a second choice in
this election — Robert Howden, a former
Perry spokesman and the former state direc-
tor of the National Federation of Independent
Business.

Without Baxter to kick around any more,
the political dynamics change more drastical-
ly for Democrats, who until now were solely
focused on the March primary. As of now, two
Democratic candidates — Andy Brown and
Donna Howard - are said to be readying for
a special election, no matter how soon it gets
here. It's uncertain whether Kathy Rider,
another primary candidate, would jump into
the running for a special. Meanwhile, there
was talk last week from Brown and Howard
supporters that one of them should pull out
so Democrats can get behind one candidate.
But so far that discussion hasn’t gone any-
where. There was even talk of recruiting
Kelly White, who narrowly lost to Baxter in
2004. But White is on Howard’s campaign
team now, and her shipjumping might not go
over too well.

The biggest question now is whether Perry
will choose to set an early election date with-
in the next 35 to 50 days - the time period
deemed an “emergency” — or whether he’ll
delay the contest until after the March party
primaries. “That is entirely in the hands of
Rick Perry and his fellow partisans,” said
Fero, a consultant to Howard. He couldn’t
resist a facetious jab: “They will obviously
take into account what would be best for
the district, for Texas, and for humanity as
a whole.”

- Amy Smith
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SEXING UP SEALANTS

It’s hard to make pollution stories sexy, and
harder still when the pollutant on trial is some-
thing like coal-tar sealant, since nobody
knows what it is.

Sexy or not, however, coal-tar sealant is all
over Austin — city staff estimate that some
600,000 gallons of the sticky black goo are
applied each year to protect and beautify Aus-
tin’s parking lots. Coal-tar sealant is also
toxic, which is why Council Member Lee
Leffingwell made a big deal last Friday out of
announcing a proposal to ban parking lot seal-
ant from Austin pavement at Barton Springs,
where random men in speedos livened up the
press conference, as well as the otherwise
impenetrable issue.

In a peer-reviewed study released in June,
city staff and the U.S. Geological Survey
found that water downstream from sealed
parking lots frequently showed “hot spots” of
PAH contamination — polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbon, a class of chemicals that for
years have been increasing in urban water-
ways, although no one has been able to figure
out why. In their study, the city and USGS
claim they’ve cracked the code, and argue
that sealants could be responsible for a vast
majority of PAH contamination nationwide.

Here’s how it works: Coal-tar sealant isn’t
so bad as long as it stays stuck to the park-
ing lot. Unfortunately, it does not, (which is
why manufacturers recommend frequent reap-
plication). It flakes off over time and washes
off into lakes and streams, where it sits in the
creek bed making aquatic critters ill in the
gills. In the water, the PAHs pose no known
health threat to humans. If it flakes off in the

GREEN ENERGY STARS
GET THEIR PROPS

Recently, Austin has again taken center
stage, oiled up, and flexed its green energy
muscles before a national audience. Only
now, an increasingly renewable-powered city is
good-looking — not simply for environmental or
domestic security reasons, but because green
energy like wind power is less costly and
much more fiscally stable than traditional fos-
sil fuel sources like natural gas.

The EPA was in town this week along with
the Department of Energy for the 10th
National Green Power Marketing Confer-
ence, where they gave props to national
renewable energy leaders, several of which
call Austin home. A new EPA report released
during the conference found that voluntary
green power purchases are up 1,000% in five
years, with large corporate purchasers driving
the growth. One reason is that the cost of
renewable energy for utilities has been falling
by 8% a year on average, and wind-generated
power has become far more competitive
against natural gas, especially in Texas and
Colorado, where it's now cheaper than gas.

Advanced Micro Devices, upon being rec-
ognized as the largest corporate green power
purchaser in Texas and the fifth largest in the
U.S., announced that it will use renewables to
power 100% of its 12 offices, as well as its
new, environmentally controversial Austin
Campus, planned for location atop the Barton
springs watershed and scheduled to open in
2007. Whole Foods Market, ranking eighth
on the EPA’s list of Top 25 EPA Green Power
Partners, was also applauded for purchasing

rain, however, critics warn it could also flake
off under other circumstances, which is one
more reason not to go traipsing around hot
parking lots in bare feet, and one more rea-
son to give the stuff the boot. Hence the ban,
which would prohibit the use of coal-tar seal-
ants within Austin and its extraterritorial juris-
diction and the sale of the sealant within Austin.

“The environmental risk of anyone continu-
ing to use coal-tar sealants in Austin is unac-
ceptable,” said Leffingwell. If the rest of coun-
cil gets on board, the ban will take the city a
step farther than the rather oxymoronic “vol-
untary ban” City Council called for in 2004.
Leffingwell hopes to put the ban before coun-
cil for official approval on Nov. 17. That will
take Austin into territory no other city has trod,
a fact Leffingwell proudly trumpeted. “We’re on
the leading edge on this one,” he said.

Industry isn’t so sure that a ban is the
answer. Bob Demont, a toxicologist with the
consulting firm ENVIRON International,
which has been working with the sealant
industry group to independently study the
issue, said he expects the link between coal-
tar sealants and PAH contamination to be a
matter of continuing debate. “I think it's too
early to determine what management
approaches might be effective for [PAH con-
tamination] in Austin,” Demont said.

Leffingwell said he doubted the ban would
have a major economic impact on local pur-
veyors of parking lot products — other kinds of
sealants would continue to be legal. He also
admitted that there are downsides to leaving
lots unsealed. “It does have a pleasing aes-
thetic impact,” he said of sealants. So maybe
coal tar is a little sexy after all.

- Rachel Proctor May

or generating more than 20% of its total
national power load from green power sourc-
es. In California, Colorado, and New Mexico,
Whole Foods Markets are 100% green-pow-
ered, and five stores in California and New
Jersey have solar panels. In the public sector,
not only is AISD the only public school dis-
trict in the nation to be featured on the EPA’'s
Top 25 list (its second time), but it’s the 14th
largest overall purchaser of renewable energy
in the nation. “AISD believes in being good
stewards of our resources. It is also impor-
tant for our students that we set an example
of respect and responsibility for the environ-
ment,” said Superintendent Pat Forgione.

Also this week, Austin Energy received a 2005
Wind Power Pioneer Award from the DOE at
the American Public Power Association’s
2005 Customer Connections Conference in
Kansas City. The award is co-sponsored by
the DOE’s Wind Powering America program
and the American Public Power Association,
which represents the country’s more than 2,000
community- and state-owned electric utilities.

At the national green power conference in
Austin, local and national environmental groups
were ready to challenge cities around the country
to a race to be the one powered with the most
renewable energy. Solar Austin and the Union
of Concerned Scientists issued the Energy
Freedom Challenge: America’s Race to Inde-
pendence Through Renewable Energy, as part
of the DOE’s Million Solar Roof program. They
plan to push cities to obtain 50% of their energy
from renewable sources like solar, wind, and
biomass by the year 2025. For more info, see
www.millionsolarroofs.org and www.eere.energy.gov/
greenpower/ conference. - Daniel Mottola

PAUL GALLAND

ZEROING IN ON OUR
THROWAWAY CULTURE

The residents of Northeast Travis Co. liv-
ing in the shadow of two decades-old, stink-
ing mountains of trash — expected to rival
Mount Bonnell’s height before they are
closed — will be the first to tell you that the
time has come for a monumental shift in
how our community deals with waste.

Much to these residents’ satisfaction, the
city’s Solid Waste Advisory Committee is
going to back them up today, when it pres-
ents to City Council the findings of its Long
Range Planning Task Force. The presentation
outlines the groundwork for shifting how we
handle our garbage. Among other things, it
includes an ambitious goal of sending 0% of
the area’s waste to landfills and incinerators
by 2040, an idea initiated shortly after Mayor

Inside the Texas Disposal
Systems facility just
south of Austin

: BRUSH
Y COMPOST

WASTE
DISPOSAL

site, www.stopwaste.org, states that “each dol-
lar spent on diversion instead of landfill dis-
posal generates nearly twice as many sales
tax revenue dollars and jobs.” Austin is
diverting about 25% of its waste from land-
fills, but achieving SWAC’s minimum goal of
75% diversion, including 100% of organic
waste, would be fantastic, Acuna said. In the
meantime, the city is moving toward imple-
menting a Single Stream Recycling
Program, replacing current 13-gallon recy-
cling bins with 65-gallon containers in which
all recyclables can be combined without the
need for sorting. The new program is expect-
ed to double the landfill diversion rate over
seven years and could begin within two
years, Acuna said.

Neil Seldman, co-founder of the Institute
for Local Self Reliance, advised Austin on
landfill alternatives during the summer. He
said “Zero Waste or darn close
to it,” as the program is jokingly
dubbed, “places added empha-
sis on how products are pack-
aged and distributed,” requiring
cooperation between producers
and communities to end the
one-directional throwaway cul-
ture. Seldman said the busi-
ness of recycling and waste
diversion, such as new firms
recycling construction and
demolition waste (which
accounts for roughly 35% of
landfill capacity), can be “very
practical and profitable.” He
also pointed to local waste han-
dler and landfill operator Texas
Disposal Systems, which he
called a Zero Waste compatible
company, describing its site as
a “very good example of a mod-
ern, efficiently run facility, whose
owner is committed to recycling
as much as possible.”

Owner Bob Gregory said TDS,
opened in 1991 just south of
Austin, is the first landfill in the
state to incorporate recycling,
composting, and resale. “We
developed the site to be envi-

DerCaF |

Will Wynn signed the Urban Environmental
Accords on World Environmental Day, June 5
in San Francisco.

In July, the SWAC task force integrated
the accord’s waste reduction principles into
its planning, which, in addition to the Zero
Waste goal, includes adopting citywide
laws that reduce the use of disposable,
toxic, or nonrenewable products by 50% and
implementing user-friendly recycling and
composting programs. It also recommends
hiring a third-party consultant to bring the
plan to fruition. The goal is to reduce the
landfilling and incineration of solid waste by
20% in seven years, as well as to develop
profitable, sustainable businesses around
material reuse.

“Everything on this program’s scope of
work is already being done successfully in
many other communities nationwide. We're
just cherry-picking the best for Austin,” said
SWAC Chair Gerry Acuna, CEO of Austin’s
Tri-Recycling. One place the task force
looked for inspiration was Alameda County,
California, which is pursuing a goal of 75%
diversion by 2010. Alameda County’s Web

ronmentally and neighbor friend-
ly,” said Gregory. “We did more recycling and
composting last year than the city of Austin
generated in household garbage.” The TDS
landfill site also houses an exotic game
ranch and a cavernous banquet hall, where
Gregory says some 50,000 people attended
more than 160 events last year. Special
Projects Director Dennis Hobbs said com-
posting has been a good business for TDS,
which makes more than 41 different organic
soil products that incorporate wood waste
items like tree limbs, yard trimmings, and
wood pallets with paper, bad produce, off-
spec or past-shelf-life soda and beer, road
kill, and old milk. Hobbs said plans are
under way to expand the TDS site into an
“Eco-Industrial Park,” housing electronic
waste processors and recyclers that could
create goods such as planks and pilings
from compressed, recycled plastic.

Texas Campaign for the Environment’s
Robin Schneider said the SWAC process
represents a positive way out of a seemingly
intractable problem. “This could be the good
news people are looking for after battle upon
battle over waste issues.” - Daniel Mottola
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PARENTS WONDER: IS BRISENO’S BLOOD ON AUSTIN HIGH'S HANDS?

It's been a month since Christopher
Briseho was shot to death as he walked home
from his school bus stop, and his parents and
peers are still demanding answers. A group of
about 30 crowded the board auditorium Monday
night to argue that Austin High ignored infor-
mation that could have prevented the shooting.

“I have so many unanswered questions,”
said parent Gloria Cantu, whose son Adam
was also shot during the incident. “I'm just so
angry at everybody.”

On Thursday, Sept. 22, a fight broke out at
Austin High. On Friday, Briseno and Cantu
were shot near Zavala Elementary in East Aus-
tin, shortly after getting off the school bus.
Principal Barbara Spelman said that Austin
High did not bear responsibility because the
shooting took place across town, and told the
Austin American-Statesman that there was
“nothing to suggest that anyone in AISD could
have prevented this tragedy.”

Some parents, however, are suggesting oth-
erwise. “| gave them information that could
have prevented this,” said parent Eva Nuncio,
and there were plenty of signs that Thursday’s
fight was likely to escalate. After school on
Thursday, students saw a car following the
bus from Austin High to East Austin. Later
that day, Austin High student Emmanuel
Garcia was jumped by a large group of boys,
one of whom he recognized from school, as
he was playing dice with a friend near the bus
stop. Word travels fast in the neighborhood
where, as Gloria Cantu put it, “everybody
knows everybody,” so when Nuncio heard of
the incidents, she feared the situation was
likely to get worse. She decided to keep her
own son home from school the next day, and
at 8:15 Friday morning, she says she called
the school and told Assistant Principal
Andrew Lofters what had happened to
Garcia. The school, as far as parents can tell,
did nothing with that information.

“No one asked if [Garcia] needed any help.
No one asked if he needed counseling. No

PRESERVATION POLITICS

What was old is new again when it comes
to the Historic Landmark Commission. Last
week, City Council replaced more than half of
the sitting members on the commission with
new appointees, a measure that may have a
sweeping impact when it comes to historic
preservation in the face of property rights.

City Council has dealt with the historic pres-
ervation ordinance more than once in the past
couple of years. First was the complaint, during
one of the city’s belt-tightening phases, that
Austin offered the most liberal historic tax abate-
ment programs in the country. Under a task
force led by Zoning and Platting Commission
Chair Betty Baker, standards were tightened
and abatements cut in an attempt to provide
more direction to the HLC. Commissioner
Laurie Limbacher, who served as an ex-officio
representative of the HLC on the task force, saw
the task force’s work as productive. The task
force approved many of the recommendations of
an HLC subcommittee, Limbacher said, such as
requiring a super-majority vote to create his-
toric designation in owner-opposed cases.

A second round with the task force
addressed what Downtown Austin Alliance
Executive Director Charlie Betts dubbed “the
elephant in the room.” That elephant, which

one asked if he had seen any of the boys at
school,” said Janie Moreno Briseio, Christo-
pher’s mother. She wore dark glasses and,
like many in the audience, a T-shirt with an
image of her son, known to his friends as
Woody. “I don’t have my child. If they had
done what they were supposed to have done,
he would be here.” Spelman referred a
Chronicle call about Nuncio’s claims to the
AISD communications staff, who said they
had to look into the matter before comment-
ing.

Outside of the question of what the school
could have done before the fight, other par-
ents say the school isn’t doing enough to
cope with its aftermath. Several parents
urged the district to provide ongoing protec-
tion, particularly as the 16-year-old charged in
the shooting moves toward trial. Parent Delia
Castro complained that Austin High offered
students counseling for only two days before
referring them to outside counselors, which
parents can only access if they have the right
combination of health insurance, transporta-
tion, and plenty of money. “I guess you must
have a formula for showing two days of coun-
seling is enough for these kids,” Castro said.

As Woody’s friends and family finished their
three-minute speeches to the board (jarringly
interspersed with teachers lobbying for better
pay and a group of high achievers from LBJ
High explaining why they should be exempted
from finals), the Austin High community gradu-
ally drifted outside to talk strategy and sup-
port one another. One woman broke down
screaming and crying before a TV camera and
was immediately smothered in hugs. Paul
Galvan, a freshman who had grown up with
Briseno and had watched him die, said he felt
the tragedy had brought the community closer
together and that, despite all that happened,
he stood by Austin High. “It's a good school,”
Galvan said. “It's got good kids. Smart kids.
It's just that the administration needs to take
things seriously.” - Rachel Proctor May

the task force discussed openly, was the
property owners’ perception that frustrated
neighborhood associations try to use the his-
toric preservation ordinance as a cudgel to
stop high-density construction, and that the
commission was too willing to declare struc-
tures historic, even over the recommendation
of Preservation Officer Steve Sadowsky.
Limbacher, a local preservation architect, says
she, for one, always did her best to follow the
criteria set out by the historic preservation ordi-
nance, both old and new. She called the fric-
tion over the commission, and especially between
the commission and task force, overblown.
Now, with no discussion from council,
comes the appointment of four new commis-
sioners, including former city staff members
Joe Arriaga and Laura Knott. Knott, howev-
er, has moved out of state, leaving that slot
open. Developer Rodger Arend and architect
Timothy Cuppett also were named to the
board. Limbacher says three of the commis-
sioners — she, Chair Lisa Laky, and Daniel
Leary — were under the impression that new
applications were not necessary and have now
applied for new terms on the commission. With
the reappointment of three veteran commis-
sioners — Patti Hansen, Julia Bunton, and
Jean Mather - three of the nine seats on the
commission remain open. - Kimberly Reeves
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in Sunset Valley

Saturday, Nov. 5 ¢ 10 am-10 pm
Toney Burger Center (3200 Jones Rd.)

Come enjoy the best traditional
Native American Music, Dance, Arts & Crafts!
Free Admission!

For more info: 371-0628 x
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This project is funded in part by the City of Austin through the
Cultural Arts Division and by a grant from the Texas Commission
on the Arts and co-sponsored by the city of Sunset Valley
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Ngai Found Insane — What Now?

The Texas insanity defense asks of jurors a
feat akin to mind-reading. In addition to find-
ing that a defendant was insane at the time
of the offense, juries must determine whether
a defendant knew his actions were “wrong.”
It’s a tough standard, and rarely met. But last
Thursday, Oct. 20, jurors found former UT grad
student Jackson Ngai not guilty by reason of
insanity of the murder of his music professor,
Danielle Martin.

Ngai had a history of psychiatric problems
that began shortly after he came to Texas
from Hawaii in August 2003. Ngai, a pianist,
was supposed to start graduate studies in
UT’s music department in the fall semester.
Soon after his move, he began calling friends
and family back home with improbable stories
about computer hackers, identity theft, and
kidnappers. Ngai's family contacted Martin, a
UT piano professor, and asked her to check
on him. When Martin went to visit Ngai at his
apartment, he had what seems to have been
his first psychotic break, believing that Martin
was trying to kidnap him. He began breaking
windows and was committed to the Austin
State Hospital for two weeks. At ASH, doctors
diagnosed Ngai with bipolar disorder and gave
him medications to control his moods. (It
appears this was a misdiagnosis — Ngai has
subsequently been diagnosed with schizophre-
nia — which may have contributed to his trou-
bles. The medications helped to control his
moods and behavior but apparently allowed
his delusions to continue unchecked.)

After Ngai’s release, he and Martin became
close friends. Martin had been diagnosed with
bipolar disorder herself years ago, and friends
say she believed she could help Ngai manage
his condition. She also suffered from multiple
sclerosis, and needed Ngai’s help running
errands, doing chores, and sometimes just
moving from room to room. When Martin had
an acute attack of MS over the 2003-04 win-
ter break, Ngai stayed in Austin to be near her
instead of going back to Hawaii. Friends who
visited Martin in the hospital say Ngai was
with her almost every day.

In the spring, Ngai’s mental condition
worsened. In January, he had begun weaning
himself off his medications, after consulting
with Martin and his father. The drugs made
him tired all the time, he said, and made his
hands tremble too much to practice the
piano. Friends and classmates say he

seemed increasingly paranoid, telling stories
about computer chips that kept track of him
and controlled his mind. On April 29, 2004,
the evening of the murder, Ngai believed Mar-
tin was trying to poison him, trying to make
him cut off his fingers, and trying to starve
him to death, according to a psychiatrist
appointed by the court to evaluate his sanity
seven months later. He believed that night
that Martin was being controlled by a
computer chip planted in her brain. While the
pair ate dinner together, Ngai left the table,
went into the kitchen, and picked up a meat
cleaver from the counter. “I did this two
times,” psychiatrist Dr. Richard Coons
quoted Ngai to the jury, from a November
2004 interview. “The second time | decided |
should stab her, and | went for it.” Ngai cut
and stabbed Martin more than 200 times,
mostly around the head, with the cleaver and
other sharp objects. A police officer who
viewed the body told the jury her head
appeared to have been “excavated.”

The taped police interview, conducted just
hours after the murder, shows a young man in
the middle of a full psychotic episode — pac-
ing in tiny circles, shaking violently, and ask-
ing officers again and again if they were trying
to kill him. Ngai seemed unable to answer
most of their questions; to direct accusations
that he had committed a murder, he said
“computer chip” and “robot.” “I'm not a crimi-
nal,” he told one officer. “I need help.”

Ngai’s prosecution pointed to details of his
testimony to doctors and police officers over
the last 18 months — that he says he put the
knife down more than once before attacking
Martin, that he referred to Martin in the past
tense during his police interview — as proof
that he knew at the time that his actions were
wrong. Dr. Coons testified for the prosecution
that Ngai, although seriously mentally ill, knew
that society would condemn the murder.

However, Dr. Mary Anderson, a court-
appointed psychiatrist who interviewed Ngai
two days after the murder to determine his
competency to stand trial, told the jury that
ideas of right and wrong are muddied during
psychotic episodes. “The best analogy is the
thought process of a nightmare,” she said.
“At times you start to wake up and you realize
it's a nightmare, and at other times it all
becomes very real.” Ngai told Anderson he
believed Martin wanted him to kill himself

On the evening of the murder, Jackson Ngai (l) believed that UT piano
professor Danielle Martin (r) was trying to poison him, trying to make him
cut off his fingers, and trying to starve him to death. He believed she

was being controlled by a computer chip planted in her brain.

that night but that he was afraid he would be
assassinated if he left her house. Anderson
said a patient as sick as Ngai might need
several months in the hospital before being
stabilized and even then would need a doctor
to be easily accessible, in case something
went wrong. Those resources likely weren’t
available to Ngai, Anderson acknowledged.
“Our mental health system is hard to get into.”
Ngai is in that system now, though at a ter-
rible cost. Travis Co. Judge Bob Perkins is
expected to send Ngai back to Vernon State
Hospital, where he was held for three months
after the murder until declared competent to
stand trial. Doctors at Vernon will evaluate
Ngai for 90 days, after which he is likely to be
committed to a longer stay in one of the

state’s mental hospitals. He will be periodical-

ly re-evaluated, until it's determined that he’s
no longer a danger to himself or others.
“Someone is dead, so he’s probably going to
be considered a danger for some time,” says
Ngai’s lawyer, Jim Erickson. On the other
hand, evaluating doctors will also consider
Ngai’s behavior before and since the murder,
which, Erickson says, has been exemplary.
“He’s a good boy,” Erickson says. “This is
someone who's been held up as an example
to others his whole life.”

Erickson is uncertain whether the state will
let Ngai return to Hawaii, where his family and
friends are, after his eventual release. The

terms of his probation may require him to
remain in Texas for some time. Maybe by
then, the state will have a mental health care
system capable of taking care of him — a sys-
tem with the resources to stabilize patients
and keep them stable, where they don’t have
to wait months to see a doctor, where they
are not refused hospitalization for being insuf-
ficiently dangerous.

More likely, the system will be what it is now
— underfunded and chaotic, where a patient’s
surest shot at treatment is to commit a seri-
ous crime. If the system has not changed,
there are grim precedents for Ngai’s future. In
April 2004, a Beaumont jury found Kenneth
Pierott guilty of the murder of his girlfriend’s
6-year-old son and sentenced him to 60 years
in prison. A previous jury had found Pierott
not guilty by reason of insanity in 1998 for
beating his sister to death and committed him
to a mental hospital. Pierott was released
from the state hospital after just a few
months; at his second trial, his family testi-
fied they were unable to find help for him
when the symptoms of his illness reappeared.

Ngai isn’t talking yet about the future or what
his plans might be if and when he is released,
Erickson says, but he has said that he’s happy
he’ll be going back to Vernon State Hospital.
“There a piano there for him to play,” Erickson
says. “It's not the best piano - it's pretty old
and beat-up — but he can play it.” - Emily Pyle

LIGHTS OUT AFTER SCHOOL?

AISD has the largest after-school program in Central
Texas, serving 13,000 students in 47 schools, but that could
change if cuts to the Department of Education budget
reduce the money AISD has to spend by three-fourths. That’s
not a pretty thought: Unless the district can make up the
money, it means less karate, ESL, civics, cooking, and other
afterschool enrichment classes districtwide. That doesn’t sim-
ply mean less fun — the district sees significant educational
benefits to the programs, with participants showing better
attendance, academic achievement, and behavior than stu-
dents who don’t participate.

That’s where the Pecan Springs Elementary cheerleaders
come in. The Eagles girls, who ranged from roughly two to four
feet in height and wore crisp blue cheerleader dresses,
stamped, chanted, and shone flashlights at the audience as
part of a pep rally the district held last Thursday at Blackshear
Elementary to show the importance of keeping “the lights on

after school.” The rally also featured the Blackshear
Elementary choir singing backup to Bill Withers’ version of
“Lean On Me,” a demonstration from the school’s karate and
kidnap prevention program, and a pair of Ice Bats, whose
team had donated 10,000 tickets to AISD afterschool partici-
pants for the game the next day. Eagles mom Deborah
Johnson, who bopped along to the stamped-out beat and
proudly chanted along with the rhymes her daughter Kezhanae
hollered from the front row, agreed that afterschool programs
help kids stay connected with school and out of trouble. “I do
believe that’s a true statement,” Johnson said.

The plethora of programs may shrink significantly in com-
ing years, however. This is something James Salas, commu-
nity relations director for AISD, made clear at the rally — that
is, when he wasn’t whipping the students in the audience
into a deafening frenzy with call-and-response chants about
keeping the lights on after school! “All these programs are
funded by someone else,” Salas said. “Sustainability is a con-
stant battle.”

Travis County gives $308,000 a year to run crime-preven-
tion afterschool programs in two Northeast middle schools.
The city of Austin gives $627,000 for its Prime Time program.
The majority of the $4.6 million afterschool budget comes
from the federal Department of Education, however, most
notably a 21st Century Community Learning Centers
grant, which funds programs at 20 AISD schools at $175,000
a pop. But that funding is slated to run out in three years.
“We didn’t have a lot of research on it, and what research we
have didn’t show a lot of results,” said Susan Aspey, press
secretary for the department. The district is working to find
other funding sources — including collaborating with existing
nonprofit partners such as the Boys and Girls Clubs of
Austin, the Theater Action Project, and Diversified Youth
Services, which is responsible for the karate team that per-
formed at the rally.

Salas says everyone is acutely aware the clock is ticking.
“We have two years to find a replacement for that money,”
he said. - Rachel Proctor May
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Vote FOR ALL the County Bonds!
ALL the County Bonds Are Endorsed By:

Sierra Club - Lone Star Chapter, Save Barton Creek Association,
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, Hill Country Conservancy

Travis County Park Bonds will:

v Preserve natural areas along the Pedernales River and Onion Creek and protect water quality
v Improve existing East, Northeast and Southeast metro parks

v Purchase land for a new park in Southwest Travis County

Travis County Correctional Facility Bonds will:
v Construct a new building to replace 15 scattered temporary buildings in poor condition
v Construct a chiller plant to reduce utility costs

3 v Improve Central Security Control and Visitation Center

Travis County Mobility and Drainage Bonds will:

v Decrease traffic congestion and improve traffic safety on roads in the preferred growth corridor
v Add more lanes to existing roads

v Reduce flooding and improve drainage

' Solving Tomorrow’s Problems...TODAY
Vote FOR all the County Bonds!

Election Day is November 8 ¢ Early Voting is October 24 - November 4

Pd pol ad pd for by Citizens Building Travis County Together PAC, PO Box 162506, Austin, TX 78716, Ted Siff, Treasurer.

It’'s my health. It's my ARC.

We know our patients are people that depend on us for help,
advice and comfort. And we appreciate the trust placed in us
everyday by thousands throughout the Austin area. We work hard
to make sure we are where you need us, when you need us. With
most insurance plans accepted, 13 locations all over town, all-
night phone nurses, After Hours and Urgent Care, we think you'll
like what our patients call the ARC Advantage.

AUSTIN
REGIONAL
CLINIC

“Kindness

and compassion
are alive and well at
my ARC”

-Terri W.

ARC Patient for 3+ year Visit us at AustinRegionalClinic.com or call ARC-INFO at 272-4636.
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Paul Rusesabagina: Human Rights in Action

“Never again” may be the most abused
words in history. The phrase became the
refrain of world leaders after the Holocaust,
but for Paul Rusesabagina, the words ring
hollow. “Every world leader said those two
words. Every world leader abused those two
words.” And yet, as Rusesabagina explained
to a spellbound audience in the Texas Union
Ballroom last Sunday night, it did happen
again. It is happening again. And the world
has largely remained silent.

Rusesabagina was in Austin to accept the
Tigar Center Human Rights Award honoring
him for his actions: As manager of the Mille
Collines hotel in Kigali, Rwanda, during the
genocide that occurred during the spring of
1994, he saved the lives of more than 1,200
people. His story — which became the basis
of the Oscar-nominated film Hotel Rwanda —
is one of an ordinary person whose courage
and commitment to right action prevails when
evil surrounds him.

Rusesabagina is the son of Rwandan farm-
ers. He attended a missionary school in cen-
tral Rwanda and went on to attend the Faculty
of Theology in Cameroon. He was then
employed by Sabena — the Belgian travel giant
— in its hotel in Akagera National Park in east-

JANA BIRCHUM

you sure the enemy you are fighting today is
this baby?” Finally, after he promised a sum
of money from the Diplomat Hotel safe, the
group was transported to the Mille Collines.

There, Rusesabagina again made the decision
to protect many lives rather than simply save
his own. He stayed at the Mille Collines for
the entire 100 days of the genocide, using his
negotiating skills, and the large stocks of
liquor in the cellar, to maintain the hotel as a
bastion of peace in a world gone mad — as
people were using machetes to kill their
neighbors, as entire communities were killed

“When did the day
arrive when not to kill
is considered heroic?”

in churches and then set afire, as the rivers
were dammed by bloated bodies. Despite
repeated threats from the militia, Rusesaba-
gina held his ground, and no one who stayed
at the hotel was killed.

Rusesabagina has said that his actions

The real-Llife hero of the movie Hotel Rwanda was honored with the Michael Tigar Center
Human Rights Award at a dinner last week by the Texas Civil Rights Project.

were not heroic, insisting, “What | did was
normal. When did the day arrive when not to
kill is considered heroic? All | did was carry
out my duties and responsibilities.” He contin-

ern Rwanda, and in 1984, he was hired as
the assistant manager of the Hotel Mille
Collines. Nine years later — in a move that
would profoundly change his life — he was pro-
moted to general manager of the nearby
Diplomat Hotel. These two hotels were the
center of foreign and government business in
Kigali in the early 1990s and became central
properties during the genocide.

Rusesabagina is a round-faced, slightly
balding man who speaks with a powerful
cadence and a slight French accent. To a capi-
tivated audience, he delivered short lesson on
the history of Rwanda, explaining that there
are three major tribes — the Hutu majority, the
Tutsi minority, and a smattering of Twa/
Pigmoid — which had lived in harmony for cen-
turies, intermarrying and sharing culture, lan-
guage, and land. During the Belgian coloniza-
tion, the tribes were separated and required
to carry identity cards, eventually producing
strife and a series of civil wars. By the early

1990s, Rwanda had gained its independence,
and was a semifunctioning democracy ruled
by the Hutu majority. But a simmering civil war
between a group of Tutsis who had been living
in exile in Uganda erupted in 1990 and con-
tinued over the next four years, despite a 1993
peace accord. During that time, Hutu militia
began stockpiling weapons and planning for a
mass extermination of Tutsis. On April 6,
1994, the Hutu President Habyarimana of
Rwanda and President Ntaryamira of nearby
Burundi (also a Hutu) were killed when their
plane was shot down at the Kigali airport.
The Hutu militia used the assassinations
as the trigger for a systematic genocide of
nearly 1 million Tutsi and moderate Hutu.
Rusesabagina’s voice quieted as he told how
he was at home with his family — he is a
Hutu, and his wife is a Tutsi — when there was
a knock on his door. Twenty militia members
waited outside and asked if he was the man-
ager of the Diplomat Hotel. When he said he

was, they demanded that he take them to the
hotel because it had been taken over as the
command center for the interim government.

Rusesabagina made a decision which
impacted not only his life, but those of hun-
dreds of others. He said he would go and pro-
vide the needed keys for the Hotel, but only if
they gave him, his family, and the 26 neigh-
bors who were hiding in his home safe pas-
sage to the Hotel Mille Collines. The militia
agreed, and everyone crammed into cars and
a van and followed the military convoy. About
a mile from his home, the convoy stopped. “A
captain, the same captain who was so kind, a
nice guy,” demanded that Rusesabagina kill
the Tutsi family and friends with him in the
car. He refused. “I do not even know how to
use a gun,” he pleaded. “But even if | did, |
would not kill.”

Rusesabagina negotiated for more than two
hours. “Are you sure the enemy you are fight-
ing today is this old man?” he asked. “Are

ues to work on behalf of the children
orphaned by the genocide, and in January he
traveled to the Darfur region of Sudan and
found that the conditions there are “exactly
like they were in Rwanda” before the geno-
cide. It is understandable that the words
“never again” remain bitter in his mouth.

In Hotel Rwanda, a journalist describes the
ongoing atrocities and predicts that people will
watch the reports, say, “Oh, how terrible,” and
yet “go on eating their dinners.” Terry George,
the film’s director, who introduced Rusesaba-
gina on Sunday, said, “My biggest fear is that
people will watch Hotel Rwanda ... and go
back to just living their lives.” Rusesabagina
urged those in the room not to simply go back
to eating their dinners. - Rita Radostitz

Note: for more information, or to offer assistance,
see the Web site of the Hotel Rwanda Rusesabagina
Foundation, www.hrrfoundation.org. Paul Rusesabagina

is working on a book, An Ordinary Man, scheduled for
publication in April 2006 by Viking.

LOST IN PRIVACY POLICY

Hurricane Katrina was no exception to the rule that chaos
is an inherent component of natural disaster. So it's no sur-
prise that a technological version of Katrina’s craziness
popped onto the national scene in the hurricane’s aftermath.
A gaggle of missing-person message boards and databases
now occupy the Web — well intended, but there’s a ton of over-
lap, and in the case of databases, the various search formats
are often incompatible. (For a sampling of what we're talking
about, see the monster list the University of Southern
California’s Online Journalism Review has compiled at
www.ojr.org/ ojr/wiki/katrina.)

Like many a region throughout the country, this cyberchaos
impacts Central Texas. How? In addition to the 4,200 Katrina
evacuees who landed at the Austin Convention Center in
Katrina’s immediate aftermath, Mayor Will Wynn noted at a
press conference last Tuesday that “there could be several
thousand additional folks that are staying with us” a couple of
months at the very least. Wayne Brennessel, executive direc-
tor of the Red Cross’ Central Texas chapter, says the organi-
zation has helped about 10,000 Katrina clients in the region.

So where are the 5,800 informal evacuees — the ones who
weren't filtered through the Convention Center?

Kind of like undocumented immigrants, the informal evacu-
ees are floating anonymously below our standard channels of
communication, so no one’s certain how many there are. What
is certain, however, is that you won’t find many of them in the
plethora of missing-person search services on the Web. That's
because the financial aid databases of the Red Cross and
FEMA, the two organizations that have the best idea of who
the informal evacuees are and the general vicinity in which
they could be staying, are sealed to the public, thanks to
strict, blanket privacy laws and policies.

According to FEMA, about 160,000 individuals affected by
Katrina applied for aid from Texas. Those records are top
secret, but FEMA spokeswoman Cory LaBianca said that
doesn’t really matter since the Red Cross’ well-known Family
Links people search registry (www.katrinasafe.org) is open to the
public. The problem is, however, that even someone who
applies for FEMA assistance, and also goes through the pro-
cess of applying for financial aid from the Red Cross, has to
go through an entirely separate, online process to register
with Family Links. In hindsight, Brennessel said, it would have

been a good idea to make sure that people who came to the
Red Cross for assistance who were not staying at the conven-
tion center simultaneously registered with Family Links. “We
should have double-checked with them, [but] it really didn’t
cross our mind,” he said, adding that having computer kiosks
where evacuees could have entered into Family Links their
information, especially cell phone numbers, would have been
really helpful.

That didn’t happen, however, and the Red Cross’ financial
assistance database, far more comprehensive than the Family
Links registry, is only accessible by certain agencies and orga-
nizations providing services to evacuees. As Brennessel put it,
“Can | turn over my database to the media? No. Can | turn
over my database to someone who's going to provide housing
for these clients? Yes.”

So what now? A plausible solution to this quandary would
have been to have Red Cross Katrina aid applicants sign a
waiver that would give the organization permission to make
their whereabouts public, but that’s largely hindsight now. Or
is it? As of last week, new Katrina evacuees were still showing
up at the Red Cross in Austin for assistance, Brennessel said.

- Cheryl Smith
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GROUP SAYS PROP. 2 COULD MAKE STRAIGHT MARRIAGE ILLEGAL

Faulty wording in a proposed constitutional ban on
same-sex marriage poses a bigger threat to “tradi-
tional” marriage than all the homosexuals in the
world, opponents of Prop. 2 declared Monday, the
first day of early voting.

A newly formed group, Save Texas Marriage — a
blood relative of the No Nonsense in November cam-
paign — has mounted a full-on attack on Prop. 2 that
includes a massive rollout of automated calls to near-
ly two million homes across the state. In one call, the
Rev. Tom Hegar, a Presbyterian minister, warns that
because the second part of the proposed amendment,
prohibiting the recognition of “any legal status identi-
cal or similar to marriage,” fails to distinguish between
same-sex couples and heterosexual couples, a “liberal
activist judge” could see fit to void all marriages.
“Don’t risk it; vote against it,” Hegar says, and ends
with “God bless you.”

“Sleazy,” declared Kelly Shackelford, a Plano
attorney who helped write the proposed amendment.

“This is obviously an attempt to confuse and deceive
people to vote against it.” And he knows of at least a
handful who already did. “They were just sick when
they realized they voted the opposite of what they
intended,” said Shackelford, president of the conservative Free
Market Foundation. Until yesterday, he added, the pro-amend-
ment campaign had been moving along sluggishly. “I feel there is
a dramatic difference now. This [new tactic] has angered and
energized people to vote for the amendment. I'm hopeful that this
will backfire on them.”

Others argue that Save Texas Marriage is merely pointing out
the confusion, not creating it. “Legislators did such a poor job
drafting the amendment that all marriages in the state of Texas
are at risk of being invalidated,” said Trampes Crow, an Army

Opponents of Prop. 2's constitutional ban on gay marriage
rallied in Wooldridge Park on Monday to warn that faulty
wording in the proposition could threaten all marriages.

captain, who appeared with his wife, Jennifer, and several other
male-female couples at a press conference across from the
Travis Co. courthouse, just a few hours into early voting. Austin
community activist Martha Cotera took a dim view of Prop. 2
proponents eager to pass a ban outlawing what is already out-
lawed in Texas. “For God’s sakes,” she asked, “don’t these peo-
ple have lives?”

On a somewhat related note, the Ku Klux Klan will hold a rally
Nov. 5 in front of City Hall to encourage voters to support Prop. 2.

- Amy Smith
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POLYGAMOUS PROPHET SIGHTING

Utah FBI agents are investigating whether the
“prophet” Warren Jeffs, fugitive leader of a polyga-
mist breakaway Mormon sect known as the
Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, was shopping at a Lehi, Utah,
Cabela’s outdoor store on Oct. 21. According to
Utah’s KSL radio, a cashier thinks she spotted Jeffs
among a group shopping at the store on Friday after-
noon around 3:30pm. Agents have reviewed the
store’s surveillance tapes, but haven’t said whether
the cameras caught the lanky prophet shopping at
the store. “The tape has been reviewed, and based
on the review, we're going to be conducting some
other types of investigations,” Special Agent Brent
Robbins said.

Jeffs is wanted in Arizona on two state felony
counts related to his arranging a marriage between
an underage girl and an older, married man, and is
being sought by federal authorities for fleeing to
avoid prosecution. In August, Jeffs earned a spot on
one of the FBI's most wanted lists, and the state of
Arizona is offering a $10,000 reward for info leading
to his arrest. The Cabela’s shopping trip is the sec-
ond alleged Jeffs sighting since the reward was post-
ed. A previous tip placed him in Florida shopping for
real estate near Orlando.

Jeffs and his clan, who have called the twin towns
of Hilldale, Utah, and Colorado City, Ariz., home for
nearly 80 years, have built a gated compound in
Eldorado, Texas, just south of San Angelo. Jeffs was
last seen there in January 2004, when author Jon
Krakauer snapped a picture of Jeffs consecrating the
area where the sect’s massive, first-ever temple now
stands. (For more on this, see “Meet the New
Neighbors,” July 29.) - Jordan Smith
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BY JIM HIGHTOWER

IMPEACH BUSH?

With that twisted macho smirk of his,
George W. keeps telling us that he’s “a war
president.” So, how’s the chief doing? Let’s
do Bush by the numbers:

¢ Official count of American troops killed so
far in his war of lies in Irag: 1,965 and rising
daily

»Official count of those wounded: 14,755

*Number of weapons of mass destruction
found in Iraq: O

eTotal tax dollars thrown into his Iraq war
so far, counting the latest $50-billion pay-
ment: $260 billion

*Number of Bush daughters, nephews, and
nieces who are of prime enlistment age: 10

*Number of Bush family members who've
enlisted in his war: O

*Percentage of Americans who think the
Bushites “deliberately misled the public” in
order to go to war in Iraq: 52%

*Percentage who now approve of his han-
dling of the war: 32%

None of these are good numbers for the
“war president,” but there’s an even more
startling statistic that the establishment
media has deliberately failed to report to you
— the percentage of Americans who now want
Congress to consider impeaching Bush if he
lied about his reasons for invading Irag: 50%!

This new data from Ipsos Public Affairs, the
highly regarded, nonpartisan polling company,
shows a stunning surge in grassroots support
for removing George W. from the White House.
It's even more remarkable considering that the
media barons have provided zero coverage of
the burgeoning sentiment for impeachment.
Likewise, not a single congressional Democrat
has stepped forward to support what is fast
becoming a majority opinion of the people.

The political and media establishment can
hide the numbers, but they can’t hide for long
from the sentiment. To learn more, go to
www.afterdowningstreet.org.

Q )

NERL
NATURALG ot

HEADQUARTERS |

, ‘&
Jall s
| fior planting!

$5 OFF for each $25 purchase |
| when you bring this ad. I

 Excudes delivery fees  Not valid with any other offer
o Limit one coupon per visit e Offer expires Nov 4, 2005 I

8648 0ld Bee Caves Road, 288-6113

r
|
[
[
]
|
I

naturalgardeneraustin.com

THE REPUBLIC OF OIL

They say you can’t squeeze blood out of a
turnip, but you can squeeze oil out of a Congress.

Republican leaders and oil industry lobby-
ists recently squeezed a very oily piece of
legislation out of a bare majority of House
members — but only by applying every bit of
political muscle they have. Using this year’s
Gulf Coast hurricanes as their excuse, the
big oil refiners were demanding new tax
breaks and an exemption from some anti-pol-
lution requirements so they could increase
the flow of gasoline through their refineries.

At a time when ExxonMobil and the other
giants are raking in so much in rip-off profits
that they have to use forklifts to make bank
deposits, this demand struck most lawmak-
ers as ... well, crude. Still, the White House
and GOP leaders never met an oil bill too
stinky to hug, so they pushed it onto the floor
for passage.

But, amazingly, all of the House Democrats
and several Republicans suddenly discovered
their backbones. Rising up on their hind legs,
a slim majority of members stunned the lead-
ership by voting “No” to the giveaway, point-
ing out that it would fatten Big Oil while doing
absolutely nothing to lower pump prices for
the little guy.

That’s when the squeeze came. The vote
was scheduled to take five minutes, but
when all those “No” votes lit up the tally
board, the leaders violated their own rules by
refusing to gavel the vote closed. Instead of
five minutes, the vote stayed open almost 50
minutes, while the leaders leapt onto the
floor to beg and browbeat wayward
Republicans. Tom Delay jumped on one,
Speaker Dennis Hastert cornered another,
and general pandemonium broke out — until
they finally got three members to switch their
votes, squeezing out a 212-210 victory for
the refiners.

As th