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page two

The most confounding triumph of the right in the most
recent election was its complex subversion of the very language
of political discussion. Humpty Dumpty and the gang — “When
I use a word, it means just what I choose it to mean, neither
more nor less” — look like grunting Neanderthals compared to
the Chomsky-esque daredevils of the new American right.
Currently, the right is not only consistently setting the agenda,
but is deciding the very terms of discussion.

I'm overwhelmed not by the Republican victory but by an
inability to express political ideas or sculpt a coherent opposing
vision. The language has been literally taken over, with mean-
ings completely distorted in a brilliant subversion of language.
This isn’t the result of deliberate conspiracy, with loyal funda-
mentalists chanting the day’s new meanings in the streets while
Republican elders torture the dictionary into reimagining yet
another word. Politicians, pundits, talk-radio hosts and callers,
as well as the people themselves, are reinventing the language
until meaning is in the eye of the beholder. This is especially
amazing coming from the anti-moral-relativism crowd, avowed
champions of the traditional three “R”s and concrete reality.

But in a world where it is a given (not an opinion) that Fox
News demonstrates no bias but mainstream media’s liberal
leanings are so pronounced as to be communist propagandiz-
ing, anything is possible.

Consider the following:

“Civil rights” has nothing to do with a level playing field or
achieving racial equality, but the exact opposite. It now means
ignoring the consequence of centuries of oppression and exclu-
sion. The very term “oppression” now rebuts itself, earning public
contempt rather than indicating once-prevalent social conditions.

“Class war” is not a consequence of the disparity between the
wealthiest and poorest economic classes or the result of a con-
stantly growing underclass that feels ever more disenfranchised
from mainstream society. Instead, it is an appropriately disdain-
ful Republican label for vicious anti-Americans who question tax
cuts for the very richest among us.

In the debates, the president disingenuously chided John
Kerry for having a “litmus test” for judges, while taking the posi-
tion that he, in contrast, was only looking for those who would
follow the law and the Constitution without injecting their per-
sonal beliefs. This was basic nonsense that not even the presi-
dent’s supporters believed: Witness the unabashed controversy
over U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter’s post-election cautioning. But it
made a great debating point. Forget that Bush had in a previous
debate cited the Dred Scott decision, anti-choice shorthand for
the reversal of established Supreme Court precedents. In the
very discussion against litmus tests, he offered as a positive

by Louis Black

example judges who wouldn’t remove God from the Pledge of
Allegiance, which by any measure demands constitutional rein-
terpretation, with a strict constructionist reading pretty clearly
arguing the opposite.

“Judicial activism” has come to mean nothing more than
judges reaching decisions Republicans don’t like. In other
words, judges who act according to what are perceived as liber-
al/progressive beliefs are activists even if their decisions are
clearly following constitutional precedent. Judges are not
“activist” if they follow the Republican right agenda. Erecting a
multiton monument to the Ten Commandments is not activism,
but just try to faithfully understand and interpret the
Constitution in a way the religious right doesn’t like.

On election night, when Republican pundits and right-wing
talk-show hosts complained of lawyers corrupting the electoral
process, listeners knew they meant Democratic attorneys’ efforts
to protect voters’ rights — and not Republican advocates’ efforts
to prevent fraud by disenfranchising voters. Given that the cur-
rent president came to office because of judicial involvement,
this was a stupefying proposition. How could anyone ignore
that the Republicans had already aggressively and successfully
courted judicial involvement, as well as having as many attor-
neys and poll watchers lined up for this election as the
Democrats did?

But in a time of substantial confusion, international political and
religious realignments, and ongoing social change, certainty sells.

The left, progressives, Naderites, Democrats, what-have-you
play right into this by charging full speed ahead into every trap
the right sets. In the wake of the last election, there’s been a lot
of disappointed whining, adolescent denial, and finger-pointing
by Democrats. Conspiracy theories may provide salve, but they
offer exactly the kind of anti-Middle America reinforcement that
the Republicans are selling.

The Republicans won not just the presidency but impressive-
ly across the board because more people voted for them. They
had a message; they sold it; and voters bought it. Maybe they
needed to believe it — maybe the right is really onto something,
and those of us who disagree really are as dense as they say. But
that’s as classy as I'm going to get. I'm filing this election and
the last decade of Republican rhetoric, campaign successes, and
achieved legislative agenda under the Lincoln-inspired heading
“You can fool all the people some of the time.”

The right’s simple, on-point messages — not only willingness
but eagerness to say anything, regardless of past record or future
intentions, combined with a brilliant manipulation of language —
proved overwhelmingly potent at the ballot box: Why not? It sure
sounds good. God, patriotism, true Americans, a simple culprit

for most problems (the Democrats), and a happy ending. The feel-
good American politics of the new millennium celebrates the vic-
tor and the future. Sure, it might be brutal to some, but that just
means they deserve the brutality. Might makes right — not as a cel-
ebration of brute force, but because the United States’ strength,
righteousness, and power indicate divine approval. Those of us
who don’t want to talk constantly of our faith, to define ourselves
obsessively in terms of our religious fervor, must not have it.

Concurrently, the words used to push the longtime progres-
sive/liberal/Democrat position have not simply lost meaning:
They are beyond dead, lacking any currency; Latin is as alive as
hip-hop in comparison. Political success, legislative achievement,
and economic evolution have all been major contributing forces
to this loss. When government programs effectively address
large-scale social problems, the flaws in those programs end up
seeming as much more the problem than the cancers controlled.

When it comes to the most important issues, the differences
between parties manifest not just in terms of policy, but in lan-
guage, moral certainty, and optimistic vision.

Saying this is the wrong war at the wrong place at the wrong
time, neither thwarting terrorism nor offering any kind of
vengeance for 9/11, is clearly neither optimistic nor assuages
fear. It does argue that thousands of Americans have been killed
or wounded in vain. It does leave 9/11 unavenged. There is no
closure or reassertion of traditional American superiority.

If you accept, however, that 1) as one letter writer put it, “the
evil spread by fundamentalist Muslim murderers, combined with
their imminent nuclear capability, is easily the greatest threat this
nation has ever faced, and nothing else, not health care, not social
security, not jobs, not welfare, not the homeless, not light rail,
means anything until that threat is erased” and 2) that the war in
Iraq is a forceful, determined response to 9/11 and Muslim fun-
damentalist terrorism, then the world shrinks back into under-
standable compartments. Further, if you believe we are winning
the war and that it will bring peace and stability to the Middle
East, then we are not being forced into a world of unknowns
fraught with danger; rather, good old American know-how and
basic common sense is once again illuminating the darkness.

When it comes to government services, saying we’re going to
cut the fat, cut taxes for everyone, and offer better services and
more efficient government is digestible.

Arguing that this country needs a substantial tax base to
afford the many crucial services provided by government sounds
like school-yard socialism.

Suggesting that tax cuts are going to so spur the economy that
the deficit will shrink is a lot more accessible than thinking
about expanded sources of revenue and what programs to cut.

Nowhere has this been more effective than in defining the
very terms of the debate: Republicans are true believers,
Democrats pagan God-haters. Republicans love this country;
Democrats hate it. Republicans are pragmatic realists,
Democrats foolish idealists.

continued on p.8
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page two,

I was not against Bush and in favor of Kerry because I really love
this country, feel Bush’s policies are misguided and destructive to
important American institutions, and think that Kerry would have
proven a better leader. It was because I live in an ivory tower, hate God,
have only contempt for the real American people, have nearly drowned
in lazy Marxist idealism, and lack any understanding of the real world.

Here’s an excerpt from one post-election letter whose writer
seemed beyond delighted at just how out of it I was: “[Louis
Black] may never understand mainstream America’s respect for a
man of genuine faith over opportunistic appearances at black
churches. He may never understand why mainstream America
supports plainspoken honesty over eloquent pandering. He may
never understand why mainstream America chooses steadfast
resolve in national security issues over ‘wet-finger-to-the-political-
winds’ internationalism. He may never understand why the aver-
age, middle-class American’s desire to achieve the American dream
is diametrically opposed to the left’s constant insistence that suc-
cess be punished by redistributing wealth.”

Before we all go off to take a much-needed nap, let me throw
this out:

Although idealistic, Democrats are the realists, and although
realistic, Republicans are the idealists, desperately trumpeting
what they need to believe.

Just one example: Iraq. The Republicans believe this is a war
against terrorists, that the 9/11 monsters and their compatriots are
being punished, that this display of America’s unparalleled mili-
tary might will cow fundamentalist Muslim terrorists into aban-
doning their anti-American, violent fantasies and respecting our
overwhelming power. Instead, we have played right into the 9/11
gang’s seemingly most unrealistic fantasies: We have actually mil-
itarily pitted the Western world against the Muslim one. The war
— a pathetic tantrum and the most naked demonstration of
American arrogance, religious bias, and determined naiveté imagi-
nable — rather than providing post-9/11 closure, welcomes us to a
worldwide, ongoing conflict that will probably not come close to
resolution in our lifetimes. |

POSTMARKS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR must be signed with full name and include daytime phone number, full address, or
e-mail address. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Letters may not be edited, added to, or changed by sender once we receive them.

Voice of the People?
Dear Editor,

On the 9th to 12th of November I had an
e-mail exchange with Mr. King asking why
the Chronicle had not run a story on the alle-
gations of election fraud in this past election.
The text of the e-mail exchange can be found
at www.angelfire.com/indie/chronicle0.

At this point I am not aware of the
Chronicle having run any story about these
allegations despite various grassroots news
sources covering this issue. Note to the read-
er: please look at www.blackboxvoting.org for
more on this story.

In my estimation this isn’t just some kind
of paranoid theory, but one very much sup-
ported by ongoing actions taken by our cur-
rent administration. Yet your choosing to not
report on it (though you knew it was going
on) is part of the process of this issue being
robbed of its legitimacy.

Is the Chronicle still the voice of the peo-
ple? Was it ever? Does the voice of the people
report on a story that impacts the citizens of
the world so profoundly as would a fraudu-
lent election of the United States of America?
I should think so. And yet you didn’t.

My issue here is not precisely with
whether or not the election was a fraud
(though I very much believe it was) but
rather with the matter that when you were
presented with the opportunity of writing a
story about a growing number of citizens

that believe that their election was rigged,
you didn’t. In fact, you (in my opinion) treat-
ed me rather rudely and rebuffed my con-
cerns about your actions.

My hope is that you will grow to see the
effect that your inaction has had, and in the
future, when a story of grave importance
comes along that the corporate media is not
reporting you will perhaps report on it.

Andy Costell

[News Editor Michael King responds: Despite
his superhuman diligence, Andy Costell appar-
ently overlooked “Wake Us When It’s Over,” Nov.
19 [News]. While berating us for irresponsibili-
ty, he also seems to have entirely overlooked our
regular coverage of the issues raised by electron-
ic voting and related matters over many months.
We will continue to report on these stories, but
we do plead guilty to having higher standards for
news, voting fraud, and accuracy than either
BlackBoxVoting.org or Mr. Costell. On the other
hand, we could never hope to compete with him
in either rudeness or condescension.]

Council Issues Complex
Dear Editor,

Members of the small-business community
have met with all of the City Council candi-
dates and hosted a candidate forum on Now.
16 at which eight candidates participated.

We agree with Mike Clark-Madison that the
central issue could and should be “quality of
life” [“Austin@Large,” News, Nov. 19] rather
than environment versus business. All of our
conversations with the candidates have been
about how Austin can nurture its economic
vitality so we can afford the quality of life we
all want for ourselves and our neighbors.

A thriving economy, particularly for small
businesses, allows us to afford to protect more
land from sprawl, allows us to provide more
comprehensive services for our homeless,
allows us to reopen libraries and community
centers, allows us to preserve the funky busi-
nesses that define Austin’s laid-back culture,
allows us to expand public arts projects, allows
us to invest in a more friendly parking situation
downtown, allows us to expand transportation
choices, and allows us to resist pandering to
inappropriate businesses that might take more
from the community than they give back.

The candidates we will support are those
who demonstrate the most depth of under-
standing of the obstacles to our greatness, and
the broadest imagination of possible remedies,
and the best skills of persuasion to build con-
sensus with their colleagues on the council.

Only the most simplistic thinking sees
the City Council race as left versus right or

continued on p.10

OOPS! 1nlast week’s issue, Naked City incorrectly reported that Cameron
County voters went “solidly” for John Kerry; in fact, Cameron went for
George W. Bush. The president received 34,689 votes versus Kerry’s 33,887.

The Chronicle regrets the error.
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pro-environment versus pro-business. We have
evolved past this. It is now an exhilarating discus-
sion of information and imagination.

Paul Silver

Hays County Troubles
Dear Editor,

Several members of the Hays County
Commissioners’ Court have gotten themselves into a
terrible and embarrassing political and legal bind this
past year over the Heatherwood subdivision near
Dripping Springs. And they’re trying desperately to
maneuver out of the quagmire they created by sup-
porting this scandalous development. Their behavior
concerning Heatherwood has been so harmful to the
public interest that their future political careers depend
on how well they cover up what they have done.

County Judge Jim Powers and Precinct 4
Commissioner Russ Molenaar have, at great cost to
taxpayers, consistently supported the nefarious
Heatherwood subdivision of their avowed developer
friends Paul Watkins and Rex Baker. In May, after cre-
ating turmoil in commissioners’ court, Powers encour-
aged his developer friends to sue the county. They did.

When a competent outside attorney, hired to
defend the county against the lawsuit Powers had
invited, told commissioners she could win the case
and recover all legal fees from the developers, Powers
and Molenaar caused her to resign. Instead of requir-
ing the developers to pay for their frivolous suit,
Powers and Molenaar engineered a “settlement”
wherein county taxpayers will pay legal fees for both
the county and developer in a suit Powers helped to
create and encouraged his developer friends to file.

In a clumsy and transparent attempt to cover up
their mess, Molenaar and Powers called for Hays
County District Attorney Mike Wenk to appoint a
special investigator to probe “leaked executive ses-
sion information that may have damaged the
County’s interest” and then accused others of the
offense they had already committed themselves.
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Wenk has shown that he will play ball with Powers
and Molenaar by appointing an investigator Wenk
claims is “absolutely qualified” but won’t identify, or
explain the jurisdiction, authority, and responsibility
involved. In other words, we now have “secret
police” in Hays County.

The irony is that while Commissioner Carter and
HaysCAN have worked tirelessly to protect the pub-
lic interest, Powers and Molenaar have been keeping
their Heatherwood developer friends up to date and
working tirelessly for them in commissioners’ court.
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HaysCAN sees a witch hunt on the way to cover
up the mischief of Powers and Molenaar. Citizens
should call and write to these two officials to demand
an accounting and an independent outside investiga-
tor such as the Texas Rangers, whose responsibility it
is to carry out these kinds of investigations. That’s
exactly what Powers, Molenaar, and others in Hays
County government fear.

Charles O’Dell
director, HaysCAN

Appreciating Workers
Dear Editor,

In celebrating the grand opening of the beautiful
new City Hall building, we would like to recognize the
contributions of the workers and laborers — including
but not limited to the many foreign-born workers — in
the construction of this magnificent new Austin land-
mark. These hard workers build so much of our great
city, and we want to express our sincere appreciation.

Julien Ross
vice-chair
City of Austin Commission on Immigrant Affairs

Coyotes Are Here to Stay
Dear Editor,

While I applaud Travis County for recognizing that
the coyote “problem” is best solved by behavior
modification for coyotes and humans, their proposed
plan falls short of their stated objective.

Contrary to the opinion of the Travis County
extension director, leghold traps do little or nothing
to reinstill fear of humans in a local coyote popula-
tion. This is because the trapped coyote is typically
killed along with his or her newfound fear of
humans, and the coyotes not caught in traps remain
unaffected. Moreover, such traps are inherently non-
selective and cannot discriminate between a coyote’s
limb and that of a dog, a house cat, or a child.

A safer and more effective way to teach coyotes to
fear humans is through aversive conditioning tech-
niques such as body language, loud noises, and
pyrotechnic charges. In extreme cases, rubber bullets
and pepper spray may be used. Further, Travis
County should prohibit the intentional feeding of
coyotes and other wild animals in urbanized areas
with strong legislation and enforcement.

Coyotes are here to stay. In honor of the coyote’s
resourcefulness and resiliency, the Navajo called the
species “God’s Dog.” If we’re smart, we’ll recognize that
coyotes have much to offer us, not only by keeping
ecosystems healthy, but by providing inspiring examples
of ingenuity and adaptability in an ever-changing world.

continued on p.12
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Check out the Animal Protection Institute’s Web
site (www.api4animals.org) or call 916/447-3085 for a
free brochure on living with coyotes and other wildlife.

Sincerely,

Monica Engebretson

senior program coordinator
Sacramento, Calif.

Don’t Stereotype!
Editor,

In regard to “Letters @ 3am” [Nov. 12].

Mr. Ventura begins his most cogent passage with
the admonishment, “Don’t demonize people who
disagree with you.” That’s good, but his piece is rife
with examples of his doing otherwise.

When discussing a theoretical economic chaos, he
says progressives must “present them [economic
alternatives] in a way that badly educated people can
understand.” Do I detect a rather obvious and odious
inference that those who don’t vote “progressive” are
automatically classified as “badly educated™? i.e., vote
my way or continue to take your stupid pills, yes? He
goes on to describe those who voted conservative as
“Irrational,” likening it to cases where “whole peoples
go insane.” This is far from the case.

Despite his own acknowledgment that progressives
shouldn’t “talk down” to white working stiffs, he contin-
ues to do so. As a former 17-year member of the United
Steelworkers union, I take umbrage at the declaration
that I and my fellow blue-collar workers are “unequipped
for the complexities and paradoxes of the 21st century,”
and have, in some way, been “left behind.” Bull. We are
as able as anyone to do our own research and make fully
informed decisions as to whom we wish to place in lead-
ership positions. Just because our actions confound
Ventura’s thinking doesn’t mean we’re not entitled to
take them; we’ll choose our own path.

As to the war in Iraq, I also take umbrage to the
notion that the “rural poor” are fighting this war. Tell
that to my 21-year-old son, a Marine serving in Iraq.
Our family is neither rural nor poor. He joined the
Marines after 9/11, with his eyes wide open as to all

the possible negatives that might come his way. He
went to serve and protect all Americans, even those
who would denigrate his efforts, like Michael Ventura.
And, finally, I'll really look forward to Ventura stand-
ing by me, and other firearm owners, the next time the
leftists/elitists try to ban or otherwise restrict our right
to keep and bear arms. I'll hold him, and all of his
“progressive” friends, to his statement “Progressives
must stand passionately with all who seek their fair
share of the Bill of Rights.” We'll see if, when the
moment arrives, they’re really willing to deliver!
Personally, I'll bet they come apart like a cheap suit!
Sincerely,
Keith Batcher
Dripping Springs

Younger Ventura Smarter
Dear Editor,

One week Mr. Ventura writes about “perfidy” [“Letters
@ 3am,” Oct. 1] and the next he tells us we must try to
appeal to people who aren’t very educated or intelligent
[“Letters (@ 3am,” Nov. 12]. One week he demonizes
Ralph Nader, and the next week he tells us not to demo-
nize Bush and Cheney because demonizing is wrong.

Years ago in a brilliant audio recording titled Demo-
cragy in America, Mr. Ventura said that the Democratic
Party only served the purpose of creating the illusion
of a democracy. Years ago, in his original collection of
essays titled Letters (@ 3am, Mr. Ventura told us a vital
lesson he learned after his mother whacked him with
a pot for crying. “Don’t ever get on your knees for
anyone,” she tells him.

A few weeks ago, Mr. Ventura said Nader and other
third-party voters would hate themselves for voting as
they did. I feel much better today, having voted for
Nader, than I would have if I had fallen to my knees
to vote for a candidate who has seldom represented
my views and would be unlikely to ever do so. I know
what John Kerry stands for because I've examined his
voting record and because I learned some important
things from a younger, more focused, and more
courageous Michael Ventura.

Roger LeBlanc
Ellensburg, Wash.

Planning Future With LCRA
To whom it may concern,

My father, William M. Peacock, bought 3,000 acres
on Hamilton Pool Road in 1949. We moved to Austin
in 1953. Our family has been a part of that commu-
nity for many years. He always thought that some day
Austin would grow to it. Obviously, that time is com-
ing in the near future.

Through the years I have seen many changes in
Austin, I-35, Loop 1, Loop 360, etc. We have lived in
West Lake Hills for 31 years and worked on a Master
Plan for our community. This has served us well as
more and more people moved into the area. Growth
is inevitable and no one can change that. However, it
can be anticipated and planned.

I am convinced that LCRA will be the best agency
to help us plan for the future. The proposed water
line for Hamilton Pool Road will serve thousands of
people and also preserve the land we love and help
the environment. I am convinced the proposed
Hamilton Pool Road water line is a necessity. We need
to install a larger pipe to accommodate future devel-
opment beyond RR 12.

Sincerely,
Patricia Harrison

Sunshine (Ex-) Patriots No Loss
Dear Editor,

I have one word for David Hamilton and his desire
to leave the country because Bush won [“Postmarks,”
Nov. 19].

Bye.

Speaking as a liberal, your rhetoric sickens me, as
does your cowardice. You do nothing but make us
look bad. So please don’t let the door hit you in the
ass on the way out. Also when things do get better
(and they will), don’t even think about coming back.

So in other words, get lost, stay lost.

I would remind my progressive colleagues of some
words spoken at another dark time in out nation’s
history when all seemed hopeless. They rallied us
then and they should suffice now.

“These are the times that try men’s souls. The
summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this

crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he
that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of
man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily con-
quered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the
harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph.
What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is
dearness only that gives every thing its value. Heaven
knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and
it would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as
freedom should not be highly rated.”
Thomas Paine — The American Crisis.
Sean Wardwell
San Marcos

Liberalism Not Dead Yet
Dear Editor,

Richard Stovall (“Postmarks,” Nov. 19) expresses
satisfaction in the death of liberalism, supposedly one
of the outcomes of our recent election; however, to
paraphrase one of America’s most famous liberals,
Mark Twain, rumors of the death of liberalism have
been greatly exaggerated. In his letter, Mr. Stovall
never actually defines liberalism, and I'd be interest-
ed in hearing how he does. In my mind, liberalism
means, among other things:

1) using the law to protect people from the unbri-
dled excesses of power and the market at large;

2) ensuring that citizens are not discriminated
against or persecuted for their political, religious,
social, or sexual orientation; and

3) believing that, in a country as wealthy as the
United States, no child should go to sleep hungry, be
denied health care, or live in a toxic environment.

Why am I so certain that liberalism isn’t dead? This
may surprise Mr. Stovall, but liberals like myself have
no intention of remaking ourselves in order to be
accepted by “flyover” America (to use his term).

Consider the very fashionable “red state-blue
state” trope. Frankly, this is not a very accurate or
useful way to look at what is admittedly a fundamen-
tal divide in our country; instead, if one paints the
map in red and blue according to the voting results by
county, a very different image emerges, that of the

continued on p.14

Thursday, November 25%is a “SZ/D£” holiday.

NO COLLECTION of garbage,
recycling or yard trimmings
on Thanksgiving Day

Monday’s
customers
receive
regular
collection.

Tuesday’s
customers
receive
regular
collection.

Wednesday
Nov. 24

Wednesday’s
customers
receive
regular
collection.

Thursday
Nov. DK

NO
Co\\ec“on

THANKSGIVING
DAY

Thurs.

Friday
NoV. D6

Thursday’s
customers’
collection

Saturday
NOV. z 7
Fri.
Friday’s

customers’
collection

Note: The City of Austin Landfill will be CLOSED on Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November 26.

The City's Household Hazardous Waste Facility will be closed the week of Thanksgiving.

For more information, please call the

City of Austin Solid Waste Services Department at

494-9400 or visit www.austinrecycles.com

12 | THEAUSTIN CHRONICLE | NOVEMBER 26,2004

RECYCLE
SOLID WASTE SERVICES




VW DEALER

o BEATS ANV a new VW from anywhere in TX and 1 Headquarters
we’ll BEAT IT! PERIOD!! OVER 70
2 , Maund IN STOCK!

Volkswagen , ,‘ 17 GOLFS

7 NEW BEETLES
8400 Research Blvd 35 JETTAS
(US Hwy 183) - :
5122458-1111 PRVFCE 7 o P Nl Sedan & Wagon

WWW- maund L com Based on MSRP of $21,595. 48 month lease with approved credit thru VCI. First payment Based on MSRP of $26,235. 48 month lease with approved credit thru VCI. First payment 13 PASSATS

,$2000 cash down, plus ttl and fees, total due at signing $2969.55. No security deposit ,$2000 cash down, plus ttl and fees, total due at signing $2,872.84. No security deposit

gllfl;lryﬁlsﬂsljsi,:?ERl(lsl\_lllJDsE S(;)Igll_\lYED (SJ:EES%F\{SIEEEO%NLEIE’EIEHS’FMO&E ggm? required. Residual / purchase option at lease end $11,229.40. 12,000 miles allowed per required. Residual / purchase option at lease end $13,117.50. 12,000 miles allowed per sedan & Wagon
MEDIA DATED WITHIN 30 DAYS ON COMPARABLE MAKE AND MODEL. year, excess mileage at termination charged at .15 / mile. year, excess mileage at termination charged at .15 / mile.

24 Bring us any documented Sale Price on
Dl‘lveI'S WGni'ed @ AUSTIN’S ONLY g Yy TDI

nolhaggle
S_ Holid ay ) E.*,.":F“ apurelpinceainliichaseypiocessy
n:%%n:v me’ew Sa'le, ;;an:;;_.; quied. You accessoe [or not].

R
I

¥ cutareand TR, R Simple, straightforward menu pricing.

BerEas T 207 -A0% OFF
Hh—ﬁﬂ”‘:m All ﬁmnﬂ - ' e s friprti

SuserGEa s or e
s '.-.-|-1 i 5:-,_5quu OFF  alTulrrn [ ot

L8 KETEORRDS L. 0 Y g
89 5§79 C/ 79

Hofiday Gift Packages Save Time & Money!
Drum Packages | | Acoustic And Keyboard

froan 5379 Ele;atgi:aﬂar.

oo Aot Cpbas

T iaak i Nimde ;ﬁ;‘ M
o R Ir e
419 Sorem IO

L -il w4 Amalbhe
.-T- Hrorre Sl

Tk,

| dber Birks

U‘* RS R B coaRLES MAUND SCION

LARGEST SCION SHOWROOM IN CENTRAL TEXAS
All Yamaha CUP 200 Yamahia Digital Plands

i1, boltal Keyhoards sttt 5 DG Take a spin today!
| i \36% Off 8400 Research Blvd. 458-2222
T : T ! www.charlesmaundscion.com sales@charlesmaundscion

0% OFF A

Save 1 - L

Junicy Meed 2 0= A0 Tascam 4 Track

Drum Sets |Stocking StuFfer? znl‘:": B?EEHPFF Home Stikiio ‘ &‘

onky & o cchemern | Only & BA
99 =10 s |99
Full i Super Choze Ot | Copsole Pianos | Accessories & Call Keith for more info 512.236.0600

p . |
Mﬂu!-t; GUIEAFS | Deals on Speakers, | srand Hew only Percussion
Twrgsk “h‘H EF'EEH 5 Itemsat
99 e |*1963 | sovonmces

"N oo Dompzra Serice = SERCTiar + Pice « QLalty 3nd Fnandid, You Cat Beat a “Strak” Cel © Trade Show Graphics  © Film Processing

(ANAYS :F::;Er::i? - STﬂn“ & 1'%“;.,:!';’;_ S o Back-Lit Signs © Prints from Digital Camera Cards
PR eeasr g MUSIC &

= = g Aeurs Mon-Fr. 30200 S BI0-5I0 m= e www.austinphotoimaging.com

ERPECIAL HIOLIBAY

Ask about our In by 8 am out by 5 pm Banners!

Coreane ¥ 0183743 I'I!H.]!Iﬁr! © Giclée Printing © Digital Camera Rental

NOVEMBER 26,2004 | THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE | 13



postmarks, FROM P.12

Urban Archipelago (which includes Austin and Travis
County, I might add). That’s right, every urban
region, including the entirety of Silicon Valley, is a
beautiful, cool azure.

What would it mean to the Unites States if the
Urban Archipelago were to vanish into the fog like
Brigadoon? What would the population be like? It
would be a lot less diverse, a lot less tolerant, and a
lot less educated. Indeed, even folks like Richard
Stovall, who are clearly among the best red America
has to offer, are drawn to the cultural, intellectual,
and commercial opportunities offered by the Urban
Archipelago. And we’re glad you’re here! But here in
our sanctuary there will always be more of us than
you. And if red America were somehow able to
destroy the very liberalism that sustains the Urban
Archipelago, then surely the goose that lays the gold-
en eggs will have been sent to the slaughter.

Stefan Keydel

APD Story: Nothing New
Dear Editor

This new “article” about Mala Sangre failed to pro-
vide us readers with anything new about the case
[“APD’s White Takes ‘Bad Blood’ Back to Court,” News,
Nov. 19]. If Ms. Smith insists on pounding on APD’s

managerial skills she should consider digging into the
upcoming changes at the Police Monitor (an APD affair)
or write something about the clout of insurance compa-
nies on this noble institution. Even a stupid traffic tick-
et’s effects on East Austinites would be more interesting.

Paul Avifia

Media’s Disgusting Behavior
Dear Chronicle,

This is in response to Rob “Captain Boycott”
McCarty’s letter in your last issue [“Postmarks,” Nov.
19]. WIEN, the ABC affiliate in Albany, N.Y,, also
refused to air Saving Private Ryan. And 1, like you,
was irate with that decision. One thing Rob didn’t
mention in his letter: ABC had told its affiliates that
it would be responsible for any fines the FCC might
levy. So the local affiliates’ argument that they were
afraid of being fined or penalized is duplicitous.

So we have the capitals of two of the greatest states
in the United States blacking out this important and
revered American film about the sacrifice of veterans,
on Veteran’s Day.

What are we to think? That we ask young men and
women to give their lives for their country then don’t
even have the guts to present something which high-
lights the nature of their sacrifice. Pretty disgusting.

Steve Swartz
Schenectady, N.Y.

Thank You, Election Workers
Dear Editor,

The citizens of Travis County owe a debt of grati-
tude to the county employees and the community
volunteers who worked during the November elec-
tion period to ensure that every vote was counted
and that the election ran smoothly.

The employees of the Elections Division of Travis
County worked long hours preparing the ballots and
the eSlate machines, training election workers, and
counting ballots. The Assessor-Collector’s Office
processed a record number of voter registration
cards. The sheriff’s officers delivered the equipment
containing the votes to the counting sites from
receiving stations and early voting sites.

Citizens helped as election workers through
early voting at numerous sites and on Election
Day at 261 precincts. Others volunteered at the
Ballot Board to open and verify more than 9,500
absentee ballots.

The League of Women Voters Austin Area thanks
the election workers and citizens who worked so
hard to make the election successful and the 354,000
citizens who came out to vote.

Barbara S. Hankins
president
LWV of the Austin Area

POSTMARKS
ONLINE

austinchronicle.com/postmarks
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

GANTUS

HOLIDAY CONCERT

Experience one of America’s finest vocal
ensembles. Cantus will take you on a musical
journey that will touch your holiday spirit.
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UT PAC@HOGG AUDITORIUM

Media Partner: KMFA

TICKETS: WWW.UTPAC.ORG or 477-6060
Also available at UT PAC, Erwin Center and HEB stores ¢ Groups 471-0648
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IT'S TIME TO GQIVE THANKS,
SO LET'S MAKE A TOAST
70 BEING WITH THOSE
WHO YOU LIKE THE MOS'T.

¢

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM IT'S JUST LUNCH!

It's Just Lunch has been introducing busy professionals for over 12 years. Call Today. Date Tomorrow.

17'S
AUSTIN @
512.476.5566 LUNCH!

Directors: Lisa Starr, Lori Levy, PJ Osgood & Jennifer Donnelly dating for busy professionals®

Vegetarian...

WHATEVER.

Bifts and Home Aceents ",
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WHOLE LIFE PRODUCTS FOR YOUR PETS

We offer the best selection of organic, holistic and nutritious foods in town!
Flint River Ranch * Wysong * Prairie * Sensible Choice  Solid Gold
Eagle Pack * Wellness * Natural Balance * FarMore

Innova * Precise * California Natural

We also offer: Pet Supplies * Toys ® Grooming
Treament that reduces shedding 60-80% © Raw Foods

Choose the h
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CALL OR VISIT OUR
FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE
IMMEDIATE COVERAGE
BY PHONE ON YOUR

AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO

7132-2211 ext. 3

9041 Research Blvd. Suite 240
(Hwy 183 at Burnet Rd., above Black-Eyed Pea)

Government Employees Insurance Co. * GEICO General
Insurance Co. « GEICO Indemnity Co. « GEICO Casualty
Co. * Colonial County Mutual Ins. Co.

GEICO, Washington, DC 20076 © 2002 GEICO
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50% OFF

Routine Spays & Neuters

(DOGS AND CATS ONLY)
MUST PRESENT COUPON. NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH.
EXP. 11-27-04

$55

DOG OR CAT
ANNUAL VISIT

MUST PRESENT COUPON. NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH.
EXP. 12-04-04

$5 EXAM

FOR NEW PETS

MUST PRESENT COUPON. NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH.
EXP. 12-04-04

WELLS BRANCH SOUTH BRANCH

Pet & Bird Clinic
Pet & Bird Clinic
12202 N. Mopac 403 E. Ben White

339-8472  462-0002

She

50% O

‘(JD' N

Folk Nativities apd Orpaments
Poland, Brazil, Slouakia, Peru

TESOROS

TRADING COMPANY:
FOLK ART & OTHER TREASURES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
209 CONGRESS AVENUE 512 / 479-8371

Open daily 10-6, Free parking behind the store
www.tesoros.com

C)?

Fall is here and it's time to clean out the closet!

Fill up on all your favorites and receive 30% off

Thanksgiving weekend, Friday 26th — Sunday 28th.*

*Excludes jewelry and accessories.

GHQ{ rod o

clothing jewelry accessories

Corner of 5th and Lamar 322.0501 www.girlnextdooraustin.com Mon-Sat11to7 Sun12to5

Vince - DA-NANG . Capitol Tailors « Sacred Blue - Rockin Republic
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Our already affordable NIGHTLINE group is now

20-30% OFF

Hurry in while selection is good.
Queen group reg. $626 / SALE $470

(Includes 2 nightstands. Bedding and mattress not included)
Our other Nightline pieces (not shown) — narrow chest,
double dresser, high chest, low chest, full bed, and
underbed drawer.

P e

2236 Braker
(2 blks E. of Kramer)
835-4006

LEURWAY

INNOVATIVE AFFORDABLE FURNITURE

Unique modern designs at great prices.
MTW 10-7, THU 10-9, FRI 10-7, SAT 10-6, SUN 12-5

Shop 24 hrs. at www.eurway.com



NAKED
CITY

( edited by Mike Clark-Madison )

Headlines

Quote of the Week: “Continuing their announced strategy to forgo the battle of
ideas and instead personally attack Republican leaders, the Democrat Party has con-
firmed its utter contempt for the boundaries of political discourse.” — U.S. House
Maijority Leader Tom DeLay, R-Sugar Land, talking out his hind end. See p.26.

Did the controversial Longhorn Pipeline already spring a leak out by Bastrop? See
p.23.

The Great Big Mueller Master Development Agreement hits the streets with a
thud, and will hit the City Council Dec. 2. See “Austin @ Large,” right.

Hyde Park Baptist Church has likely won in court — but will it ever build its parking
garage? See p.21.

As the Mala Sangre game rolls on, the city’s best pitcher has been yanked from the
mound. See p.26.

The yearlong historic zoning saga finally comes to a happy ending. See p.28.

It's raining like hell as we write this. Newbies, welcome to your once-every-decade-
or-so Big Austin Flood Event. We now have a Thanksgiving Flood to go with the
Memorial Day and Christmas floods of yore. We hope everyone is safe.

Austin Stories

State inspectors are continuing to monitor a Bee Cave construction site — future home
of the controversial Shops at the Galleria — where sediment controls failed to pre-
vent polluted runoff from spilling into Little Barton Creek. Acting on a complaint and a
videotape of the discharges, inspectors from the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality visited the site in October and ordered developers to reinforce and correct con-
trol measures that heavy rains had rendered useless. Another deluge early this week
has reportedly caused the same set of problems. “TCEQ’s recommended corrective
action is either not being followed or is not adequate to prevent pollution of the
creek,” says the Save our Springs Alliance’s Colin Clark. “These discharges are proof
that engineered controls can and do fail, and when they fail, our water gets dirty.”

— Amy Smith

Austin Police Officer Jason Lockaby was arrested Nov. 18 and charged with official
oppression (a class A misdemeanor) and “violation of the civil rights of a person in
custody” in connection with allegations of “improper conduct” (a state jail felony)
made by two female victims, according to an APD press release. In March, while
arresting a woman for outstanding warrants, the second-year officer allegedly touched
her breasts and pressed her nipples while patting her down; in October, Lockaby
allegedly told a second woman that he wouldn’t take her to jail if she showed him her
breasts. The department’s Integrity Crimes Unit is still investigating “the possibility of
other incidents involving improper conduct” by Lockaby; anyone with information con-
cerning “inappropriate conduct” by Lockaby should call the ICU detectives at 974-6840.
— Jordan Smith

continued on p.19
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The new City Hall celebrated its grand opening on Saturday, and the citizenry was
invited to check out the new digs. Above, Austinites get the view from the top by
sitting at the council dais and investigating the toys at our civic leaders’ disposal.
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WHEELS DOWN

THE GREAT BIG MUELLER DEAL FINALLY HITS THE RUNWAY

Okay, I was wrong six weeks ago, when I
wrote: “When the citizens finally get a look at
what this nine-digit deal entails, it will still be
warm from the copy machine, and the council
will be asked to vote on it that day.” You can, in
fact, go to the city Web site now and read the
entire proposed master development agreement
with Catellus Austin for the long-long-long-in-
the-making Mueller project. (Trust me, you don’t
want a hard copy. Mine came with a warning
label to the courier: “Too heavy for biker!”) And
the City Council is not being asked to (maybe)
vote on the 1,000-page document until Dec. 2.
That’s two whole weeks after it’s been
released! I am suitably abashed.

Of course, I'm kidding here, some-
what — City Hall and Catellus have been
negotiating the Mueller MDA for more
than two whole years, including multi-
tudinous Mueller items posted for the
council in executive session. We shall
see next Thursday if council members
were dozing or doodling through those
sessions, as they get briefed and hold a
public hearing on the biggest real estate deal in
Austin history, the conversion of the shuttered
airport into a 700-acre mixed-use urban village
with 10,000 residents and an equal number of
new jobs, 100-plus acres of open space, more
than 1,000 units of affordable housing, and other
out-of-the-ordinary civic goals.

Should it be necessary, the council could
instead wait to vote on the MDA until Dec. 16, its
last meeting of 2004, or maybe even longer. One
would think such a delay would be necessary,
given the weight and girth of the project and the
nature of Austin politics. But the city, its consult-
ants, neighbors, and now Catellus have been
working on the Mueller project now for nine

AUSTIN
AT LARGE

years, and any concern that remains unaddressed
is almost by definition of questionable relevance.

From A to Z to $$$

Even for the public, much of the heavy
Mueller lifting has already been done, and is
now simply memorialized within the MDA prop-
er and its 26 exhibits. (They run from A to Z. No
clear answer yet on whether this was intended,
or whether an Exhibit AA could be added with-
out rending the space-time continuum.) Mueller
is already planned and zoned, and its design
book outlines in fine detail the now-familiar
NewUrb/NeoTrad/GreenBuilt vision
for what’s supposed to be the jewel of
Austin’s Smart Grown crown.

And although the execution of the
MDA is theoretically the beginning of a
long-term life partnership, City Hall and
Catellus are already like an old married
couple. The MDA’s necessary and cus-
tomary cautions and restrictions, and
prescriptions of remedies in the event of
default on either side, might as well each
be prefaced by “We know this is never going to
happen, but if it does ...” Right now, Catellus’
walking away from Mueller would likely doom the
project, even though technically it isn’t their proj-
ect yet.

It’s also been clear at least since midsummer,
when the City Council finally shot down the Keep
the Land effort to retain Mueller’s acres under
long-term city ownership, how, in outline, the
Mueller redevelopment would go down. What the
MDA adds, basically, are numbers; for many
observers, the most important part of the Great Big
MDA is a two-page segment in the middle, Exhibit

J, the pro forma. This financial projection envi-

continued on p.18
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THE PRICE OF AN EDUCATION

AS THE LEGE LOOMS, DON'T BET THE HOUSE ON
NEW MONEY FOR SCHOOLS

Gov. Rick Perry weighed in on public education last week,
first in his own voice and then by proxy in a report issued by
the Governor’s Business Council, a Bush-era coven of CEOs
organized for the purpose of telling the public whatever the gov-
ernor wants it to hear. Not surprisingly, the two choruses struck
most of the same notes.

Speaking to the Dallas Chamber of Commerce, Perry reiter-
ated his personal priorities when considering public school
matters: lowering property taxes and eliminating the financial
recapture system known as Robin
Hood. Indeed, Perry chose AISD as
the poster child for the latter project,
noting that “a district like Austin ISD,
which educates a population of stu-
dents that is 56% economically disad-
vantaged, is considered wealthy under
the Robin Hood formulas, [and] local
property tax dollars are being taken
away from predominantly poor stu-
dents in Austin to be spent some-
where else.” Despite a passing nod to “equity,” Perry neglected
to add that the “somewhere else” is inevitably a school district
even more full of predominantly poor students, which are in
anything but short supply in Texas.

What the governor pointedly did not say is that he is com-
mitted to finding new funding for education, except insofar as
the current burden can be shifted away from property taxes.
Instead, as is his custom, he changed the subject, insisting the
Texas public wants “more education for its money, not just
more money for education.” It’s a nice phrase, though it hard-
ly puts more resources in the hands of those poor Austin stu-
dents, a question the governor consigned to “the courts” —
whose jurisdiction in the matter is being vigorously contested
by the Perry administration.

Never mind: The governor wants “new measures for financial
accountability in education, a new focus on educational excel-
lence, and a new push for introducing free market principles to
education.” Translation: no new money but more state over-
sight for school districts, more standardized testing, and more
“merit pay” for favored teachers and districts at the expense of
the disfavored.

CAPITOL
CHRONICLE

What Your Bosses Want
The 16-page Business Council report is less rhetorical and
more academic, but it reads like a policy version of Perry’s
speech: It coyly sidesteps the school-financing question but rec-

417 NEWS x

ommends more “accountability” (academic and financial) for
school districts, financial incentives for high-scoring teachers
and schools, and sanctions for low scorers. The report adds a
couple of additional, although now familiar, wrinkles: expan-
sion and better funding of charter schools (whence? don’t ask),
and reducing management restrictions on administrators. If
you’re wondering how the state will simultaneously increase its
oversight of schools and give greater power to local administra-
tors, you've lost track of the pea. The entire point of granting
“principals maximum freedom and flexibility to manage schools
effectively” is to make it easier to discipline and fire teachers.
This is a business model, after all, and the one thing business-
men understand is who’s the boss.

It’s not surprising that the GBC would be amplifying Perry’s
positions; the authors of the report feature a brace of conserva-
tive ideologues and the usual apostles of accountability testing,
among them Sandy Kress, the former Dallas ISD trustee and
Bush advisor who helped create the fantasy called No Child Left
Behind and who has been flogging the testing elixir for a
decade. Also prominent is Houston investment tycoon and for-
mer UT regent Charles Miller, a devotee of charter schools,
which helps explain the prominence they receive in the report.
(Interestingly, the report avoids any mention of vouchers; Perry
bud James Leininger is not a GBCer.)

Kids Go Long

The Council wants to “equalize” funding for charters, care-
fully eliding the fact that charters already receive the same
per-student funding as all public schools. Charters do not
receive capital funding for buildings, understandable since
the state does not currently have the money to maintain the
school buildings districts already have. (Remember that $500
million bond issue we just passed for “poor” AISD?) It was
the Council’s bad luck that its report was followed close at
heels by the Sunset Advisory Commission’s report on the
Texas Education Agency. The TEA is not doing its job overall,
said Sunset, and most specifically is doing an inadequate job
of monitoring the lackluster performance of charter schools.
In part that could be because in the 2003 budget cuts initi-
ated by Gov. Perry, TEA was especially hard hit, laying off
some 200 employees and cutting way back on monitoring
school performance.

It would indeed be helpful if the TEA were doing a better job
of monitoring charters, since the same accountability standards
that the good burghers want to make “more robust” for regular
schools show that the charters, on the whole, are doing a rela-

DOUG POTTER

IF YOU'RE WONDERING HOW THE
STATE WILL SIMULTANEOUSLY
INCREASE ITS OVERSIGHT OF
SCHOOLS AND GIVE GREATER
POWER TO ADMINISTRATORS,

YOU’'VE LOST TRACK OF THE PEA.

tively worse job of educating the students who have exercised
their “free market choice” in attending them. For some reason,
the very same evidence that the test-mongers use to berate the
public schools fades into insignificance when applied to their
own ideological hobbyhorses.

That’s not surprising, since the level of discussion coming
out of the state leadership is nicely exemplified by the gover-
nor’s explanation of merit pay. “Some of you may have heard,”
he told the Dallas Chamber, “how LSU put an incentive clause
in their football coach’s contract, that they would make him the
highest paid coach in the country if they won a national title.
I'm not saying that’s the only reason they beat OU last year, but
it sure couldn’t have hurt the effort. If we can reward success on
the football field, why shouldn’t we reward victories that hap-
pen every day in the classroom?” So that’s why UT keeps get-
ting hammered by the Sooners; there aren’t enough incentives
in Mack Brown’s contract.

The notion that the resource-starved performance of Texas
public schools can be remediated by instituting a playoff lottery
system among schools and teachers lies somewhere between
the negligent, the malevolent, and the delusional. And if that’s
all the leadership has to offer come January, the state’s school-
children will be left once again holding an empty bag. |

NneEws

sions, roughly, that the Mueller land will
sell, piece by piece, for $185 million, and
that the city will pitch in $46 million in
public financing; an additional $15 million
in miscellaneous income (including $10
million for and from the children’s hospital
that now anchors Mueller’s commercial
component) rounds out the revenue side.
Out of that $256 million, $170 million
will go to create infrastructure, from streets
and sewers to parks and trees, on what is
now basically a chunk of raw land. The
remainder goes to pay the usual soft costs of
a construction project (reimbursing both
the city and Catellus), leaving an estimated
$43 million as Catellus’ take-away profit on
the deal. (Note to wonks: The pro forma
currently in the MDA, as I write, has a lower
number for Catellus’ profit margin; the

MDA includes two different ways of calcu-
lating the developer’s return depending on
circumstances, including how much of its
own money Catellus has to put at risk.)
Current projections suggest that, over and
above the tax revenue being reinvested in
the project through public financing, the
city should net about $60 million in new tax
money during the 20-year-or-so term of the
bonds. After that, it’s all gravy, on a devel-
opment expected upon build-out to be
worth $1.3 billion.

Another Journey Begins
Surely, some will compare the similar
numbers — $46 mil in public debt, $43 mil
in Catellus profit — and craft questions
about the value the city is getting for its
money. The short answer, or at least the con-

ventional wisdom, is that the city is buying
quality. Compare, instead, that $46 million
to the $37 million the City Council gave the
Domain, or the $25 million wrapped up in
Computer Sciences Corporation, or the $17
million tied to the Home Depot data center,
or on and on. For 140 acres of park, 1,000
affordable housing units, and so on, it
seems a bargain.

Of course, although the MDA does bind
Catellus to meeting those “ambitious social
goals,” there’s a limit to how well goodness
can be either legislated or automated. Much
will depend, in the long term, on the people
handling the components of the grand
Mueller project that are initiated, rather
than defined, within the MDA — for exam-
ple, the charge that Catellus use its “best-
faith efforts” to go broader and deeper with

its affordable housing, or the architectural
review committee that will take hold of both
implementing and evolving the design book.

And the MDA takes what is effectively only
a baby step beyond standard Texas models in
its vision for the owners’ association that will
over time become most responsible for com-
munity governance. Once Mueller is built,
the people who've made it happen so far —
the planning heads and the neighbors around
the site — will drop back, and the people who
actually live and work there will take over.
That transition, and its outcome, will have
more influence over Mueller’s long-term suc-
cess than anything that can be written down
in today’s MDA. While Mueller as we've
known it is finally touching down, after a very
long-haul flight, that next leg of the journey is
only just now being cleared for takeoff. W
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The Austin Association of Professional Firefighters has — by
a resounding margin — voted to approve a new one-year contract
with the city, including a 2% pay raise for the fire department’s near-
ly 1,000 sworn staff. The contract — the first to be crafted under the
union’s new collective bargaining rights, approved by voters in May —
got the nod from 97% of members, according to union President
Mike Martinez, a far broader margin of victory than either the AAPFF
or the Austin Police Association has seen in contract votes.
Firefighters have been working without a contract since 2002;
Martinez expects to go back into talks with the city in 2005 for a
future multiyear contract. - M.C.M.

In more union news, the Travis Co. Sheriff’s Officers Associa-
tion is also collecting signatures for a collective-bargaining election,
the political newsletter In Fact Daily reports. The TCSOA — one of two
unions representing Travis Co. sheriff’s deputies — currently doesn’t
have any official bargaining right with the county (in contrast to the
“meet and confer” rights of the city police union), but would be eligi-
ble for the same rights as Austin’s firefighters should voters approve.
However, one of the goals of incoming Sheriff Greg Hamilton is to
see a reunion between the TCSOA (primarily representing corrections
officers) and the Travis County Sheriff’'s Law Enforcement Associ-
ation; it’s unclear whether collective bargaining for TCSOA would help
or hinder that goal. - M.C.M.

One fewer bachelor in the swingin’ Texas Lege: State Rep. Eddie
Rodriguez tied the knot last week with Natasha Rosofsky, legislative
budget analyst and president of Austin Pets Alive! At least he waited
until after the election, unlike Tom Slick or whatever his name was.
(How quickly we forget.) - M.C.M.

In between wrangling with old houses and old landfills, the City
Council adopted new Land Development Code provisions making
it easier to build New Urbanist-style projects (small-lot homes, con-
dos and row houses, etc.) in both residential and commercial
(mixed-use) zoning. The amendments were brought forth by the city
housing office, which — seeing an opportunity to spawn more smaller,
and thus cheaper, housing units — dubbed them “gentrification
amendments.” Meaning, of course, anti-gentrification amendments,
but the mere presence of the G-word at least briefly caught the not-
unjaundiced eye of Council Member Raul Alvarez, who is already
doing heavy lifting on the G-front. The council also approved occu-
pancy limits and other barriers to what’s been dubbed “super-twos”
— massive houses with massive garage apartments in back, designed
like superduplexes to cram a bunch of renters into single-family zon-
ing. The creativity of student slumlords will once again be tested.

- M.C.M.

Beyond City Limits
On Monday, the campaign of state Rep. Talmadge Heflin, R-
Houston, called for a recount, likely to take place next week, of his
now certified 32-vote loss to Viethnamese-American businessman
Hubert Vo. The election, except for a small number of mailed bal-
lots, was all electronic, and election authorities will first have to
determine the precise nature of the recount. A Heflin spokesman
said, “The narrow margin dictates that we have a recount, but the
process in this election will be complicated. We are looking into all
issues as to how this recount will be performed.” And Heflin has still
not ruled out challenging the vote in the House, which could result in
a new election. The House leadership has moved on, at least pub-
licly; Heflin’s office has been reassigned, and last week Speaker Tom
Craddick appointed Rep. Jim Pitts, R-Waxahachie, to chair the
Appropriations Committee. But Vo supporters say privately they are
concerned that the Heflin campaign is working behind the scenes to
find a way to reverse the vote, and a Houston Democratic group
called Communities United for Hubert Vo issued a statement
acknowledging Heflin’s public service but calling on him to concede.
“Now, it is time for the opposition to concede the race,” read the
statement, “so that the progress of the district can continue.”

— Michael King

Sherry Sylvester made it official this week. The former San
Antonio Express-News reporter, who has spent the last couple of
years online impersonating a “non-partisan Texas media monitoring
project” called Texas Media Watch (underwritten by the right-wing
Lone Star Foundation), has accepted the job of communications

director for the Texas Republican Party. Accepting the appointment
from party Chair Tina Benkiser, Sylvester said the GOP “has a winning
message and a great story to tell. | am excited about working with the
dynamic leadership of the majority party.” Sylvester shouldn’t miss a
beat, since she’s been happily flogging that “winning message” while
pretending to analyze objectively the political coverage of the state’s
major dailies and finding “liberal bias” everywhere she looked. Most
recently, she tied herself into post-modernist knots attempting to
explain why all the state’s supposedly liberal newspapers endorsed the
re-election of President George W. Bush. Sylvester’s explanation? The
publishers made them do it. She’s finally free to speak directly in the
voice of her GOP paymasters, but Naked City will fondly miss such jour-
nalistic Sylvester wisdom as “Most of the time, the editorial pages of
the big Texas papers make no attempt to reflect popular opinion. They
challenge the predominant Texas view on social and economic policies
almost daily.” About time we put an end to that nonsense.

- M.K.

CBS News was reporting Monday that an unnamed official in Travis Co.
District Attorney Ronnie Earle’s office told them that U.S. House
Majority Leader Tom DeLay will not be indicted, because there is
insufficient evidence of his direct, local involvement in the corporate
fundraising activities of the Texans for a Republican Majority PAC. But
on Tuesday, Earle appeared on the op-ed page of The New York Times
in a withering diatribe against the congressional GOP rule change that
would allow House members to remain in leadership positions even if
indicted. Questioning the attempt to “read the minds of a grand jury,”
Earle speculated, “Apparently Tom Delay’s colleagues expect him to be
indicted.” Calling soberly to account the “moral values” reflected in the
GOP vote, Earle also noted, “No member of Congress has been indict-
ed in the [TRMPAC] investigation, and none is a target unless he or
she has committed a crime.” - M.K.

Happenings

Take a deep breath, kids. AISD wants to request a waiver from the
state rule that starts all Texas schools the week of Aug. 21, and set
the AISD books a-crackin’ the week of Aug. 16. Fight for your right to
spend another week in the pool (or tell 'em the early start is a great
idea) at a public hearing Monday, Nov. 29 at 7pm at the Carruth
Administration Center at 1111 W. Sixth. More info at
www.austin.isd.tenet.edu.

The Northeast Travis Co. Democrats will hold their next meeting at
Casa Garcia Restaurant in Windermere Center at the corner of
Windermere and FM 1825 on Tuesday, Nov. 30, at 7pm. Members are
requested to bring a canned good or nonperishable food item. For
more info, e-mail Ip_pfdems@yahoo.com or call 990-7500.

The League of Women Voters Austin Area will honor the members
of the Austin City Council and Travis Co. Commissioners Court with a
reception at KBar, 600 W. Sixth, 5:30-8pm on Wednesday, Dec. 1.
Each elected official will give a brief talk, followed by a chance for citi-
zens to talk with them in an informal atmosphere. The event includes
live music, hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar. Tickets are $25; to pur-
chase, call 451-6710 or send a check to the League of Women Voters
Education Fund, 1011 W. 31st, Austin, TX 78705.

Democracy for Texas will hold a fundraiser on Wednesday, Dec. 1,
at Ruta Maya (3601 S. Congress, inside Penn Field). $10 minimum
suggested contribution. The event begins at 7pm (with a preview of
silent auction items at 6:30pm) and includes “very special musical
guests.” For more info, including how to donate items for the auction
or volunteer, e-mail info@democracyfortexas.org.

A fundraiser for Constable Maria Canchola and roast of former
County Commissioner Richard Moya will be held Wednesday, Dec. 1,
at 6pm at Fiesta Gardens. For more info, call 947-6354 or e-mail
aval227@prodigy.net.

The Black Women'’s Political Caucus’ 33rd anniversary will be held
on Friday, Dec. 3, beginning at 5pm at MidTown Live, 7408 Cameron.

The event will also celebrate BWPC Chairperson Mae Marion’s birthday.
For more info, call 495-9088.

Two public hearings on the proposed East Austin Community
Preservation and Revitalization Zone have been set for Dec. 7
and 14 at Conley-Guerrero Senior Activity Center, 808 Nile St.
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or the homeless,
a 2002 protest

‘BALANCING’ THE HOMELESS:
PROPOSED LAWS WOULD
RECRIMINALIZE THE USUAL SUSPECTS

At holiday time, there’s no room at the
inn — and soon there may be no room on
the streets, either, if you're homeless in
Austin. The city is currently considering four
proposed changes to ordinances concerning
public sleeping, panhandling, and loitering.
The proposals, developed by staff and
briefed to the City Council on Nov. 4, are in
part a response to increased pressure from
downtown business owners that the city do
more about transients. As it happens, the
move also coincides with a recent national
report designating Austin as the nation’s
10th-“meanest”’ city to the homeless.
Suddenly, the chronic issue of homeless-
ness has been abruptly pushed to the fore-
front of local politics.

Highlighted by new restrictions on pan-
handling, the proposed ordinance would
criminalize solicitation, sleeping in public,
blocking sidewalks, and standing in a road-
way. Pending the council’s response, staff is
expected to revise the proposals and return
with more precise recommendations early
next year (see box).

Richard Troxell, president of Austin’s
House the Homeless advocacy organiza-
tion, considers the proposed changes “a
trial balloon. | think [the council] had every
intention of coming up with the ordinances,
but what they were doing [initially] was test-
ing the waters.” Troxell objects to all four
proposals. The solicitation change, he
believes, either would affect everything from
charity drives to Girl Scout cookie sales, or
else would be “inappropriately applied sin-
gularly to homeless people.” The same
seems true for the roadway proposal. “By
state law, you cannot be in an area that's
used for traffic — period,” said Troxell.
“Regardless of the fact, they wish to revisit
that to make it illegal to stand on the side
of the road.” Troxell also worries about the
potential impact on the Austin Advocate, the
local newspaper produced by the homeless
and sold on the street for donations.

“Another ordinance they wish to address
is the sidewalk ordinance; what they
intend to do is outlaw sleeping or resting on
the sidewalk whatsoever,” Troxell continued.

Last and most contentious is the sleeping
ordinance. In 1996, City Council instituted
a “camping ban” that prohibited sleeping in
public, only to have the law overturned in
2000. “You could not criminalize sleeping, it
was a life function,” he said. “Now, one of
these ‘enhancements’ would reinsert the
word sleeping [into the ordinance].”

It appears the homeless issue itself won’t
be snoozing any time soon, as dueling
reports on homelessness are now compet-
ing for the city’s attention. A Nov. 9 report
from the National Coalition for the
Homeless (Troxell is a hoard member and
a source for at least some of the report’s
local findings) designated Austin as the 10th-
“meanest” city to the homeless population —
actually an improvement of two spots from
2003. The NCH report release followed just
five days after the council’s discussion on
amending the homeless ordinance — a dis-
cussion shaped by yet another report, this
one a 38-city review funded in part by the
Downtown Austin Alliance, the business
group that supports the new regulations.

The proposals were presented to the
council by Assistant City Manager Rudy
Garza as a “briefing” only, and Troxell was
irked that the briefing format allows for no
public comment. Accordingly, House the
Homeless members appeared at the meet-
ing wearing gags over their mouths. As
Troxell sees it, the Downtown Alliance got
Garza “to do their dirty work, to be their
point person.” For his part, Garza essentially
dismissed the NCH report and its harsh
judgment of city policy, telling the
Statesman that the report lacks “solid factu-
al data” and is based solely on the testimo-
ny of homeless activists like Troxell.

Thus far, council reaction to the proposed
changes seems deliberative. Troxell pointed
to Raul Alvarez, Jackie Goodman, and
Danny Thomas as “seeming very con-
cerned” and certain to examine all aspects
of the issue before rushing to judgment.
Betty Dunkerley says she’s receptive to
the changes but wants to proceed cautious-
ly. “City Council, and certainly | as well, are
very supportive of all the homeless issues,”
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Dunkerley said, “but it seems to me we've
gotten a bit out of balance, and we need to
move back toward the center. What we'’re
struggling with right now is how to do that,
in a way that’s humane and in keeping with
the character of Austin.” She added that
there are too few resources available for
Austin’s homeless. “I think we still need to
strive to improve some of the services for
some groups of our homeless — for exam-
ple, the mental health area.” On Nov. 19,
the Austin Area Homeless Task Force
voted to adopt a Ten Year Plan to End
Chronic Homelessness, saying “strategies to
solve the problems lie in affordable housing,
access to health care including mental
health and substance abuse treatment, and
livable wages.”

On the other hand, downtown business
owners are complaining of increased prob-
lems with loiterers and panhandlers in the
area around Sixth and Congress, and the
popular presumption is that the opening of
the Austin Resource Center for the
Homeless at Seventh and Neches has
drawn more transients to the area. But
Troxell points out that despite the opening of
the ARCH, diminishing space at SafePlace
and the Salvation Army have produced a net
loss of city beds for the homeless.

Expect the deliberation (and the argu-
ments) to continue into the new year as, in
Dunkerley’s words, the council tries to “bal-
ance out the rights of citizens, property
owners, and customers, and the rights of
the homeless.” — Wells Dunbar

QUALITY OF LIFE
ORDINANCE:
PROPOSED CHANGES

Camping and Sleeping in Public:
Amendment would “make it offense to sleep out-
doors in the downtown business area (between
Lamar and I-35, and between 29th and Cesar
Chavez, excluding the U.T. Campus), if the person has
received a warning that the behavior is prohibited.”

Aggressive Solicitation: Amendment
would “make it an offense to solicit between 7pm
and 7am anywhere in the City, except door to
door solicitations after 9am and before 9pm, and
near a school or daycare facility. Restrictions are
based on times or places in which the person
being solicited is likely to have an enhanced fear
of crime or feel concerned for the safety of chil-
dren.” This differs from the current amendment by
criminalizing all panhandling, not solely the
aggressive type, and creating new time restric-
tions. Also, the second sentence appears to invite
selective enforcement.

Sitting or Lying Down on the
Sidewalk: Amendment would “make it an
offense to sit or lie down on the sidewalk, or on
an architectural feature of a building, in the
downtown business area, regardless of whether
one is creating an obstruction [the proposal pre-
serves the exceptions for medical emergencies,
sidewalk cafes, etc.].” Under the current ordi-
nance, sitting or lying down is prohibited only if
blocking another’s passage.

Roadside Solicitation: Amendment would
“eliminate the area restriction so that it is a city-
wide offense to solicit in or next to a street,
including on a median strip, on a sidewalk, or in
a private parking area where the owner has post-
ed ‘no solicitation’ signs.” Enlarging the area cov-
ered, from the downtown business area and two
popular day labor areas to citywide, the change
would also expand what is considered “roadside”
from the original ordinance.

* See the city’s Quality of Life ordinance and
more at www.ci.austin.tx.us/news/2004/

quality_of_life_ordinance.htm. - W.D.

DRUG DEALERS
SEEK OUT
DOWNTOWN
HOMELESS —
WITH MONEY
AND MARKETING

When Austin’s homeless shelter moved
from Fourth and Nueces to the new Austin
Resource Center for the Homeless at
Seventh and Neches, shelter director
Robert Petersen and his colleagues
hoped to leave several old problems behind,
including the ubiquitous street drug sales-
men. Unfortunately, the shelter staff now
fear that at least one high-priced pusher
has made the move with them: the local
human-subject clinical drug-trial testers.

According to Petersen, about a year and a
half ago “recruiters” from a local drug-test-
ing company called FutureSearch began
hanging around the old shelter, looking for
subjects to participate for pay in clinical tri-
als designed to test new schizophrenia med-
ications. After shelter officials confronted
the reps, telling them to stay out of the
building, Petersen said, the recruiters simply
took their clipboards and moved to the side-
walk across the street. At press time, J.
David Morrison, general partner of
FutureSearch, had not returned a call
requesting comment.

For a while the activity appeared to slack
off, Petersen said, and the truce continued
when the shelter moved to the new Seventh
Street ARCH. Then several months ago,
Petersen and other shelter officials noticed
a billboard across the street from the new
facility. “Diagnosed with Schizophrenia?”
reads a billboard for Community Clinical
Research Inc., the text layered over a
background scene of an arid desert.
FutureSearch may have taken a break
Downtown, but its absence had been
abruptly filled by another pharmaceutical
trial recruiter.

“This is an ethical issue,” Petersen said.
While at least 30% of the shelter’s clientele
have some form of mental illness, said
Helen Varty, executive director of Front
Steps (the nonprofit that manages the
ARCH), it is not the only issue the clients
struggle with. Many, for example, also have
substance abuse and/or addiction problems,
and all are financially strapped. In other
words, says Varty, the drug testers have
found a vulnerable population to prey upon
— which has produced, on occasion, disas-
trous results.

“Changing medications when you're schiz-
ophrenic is a big deal; it's not like other
meds,” said Varty. “Healthy people who are
schizophrenic would never go through the
physiological changes just to have to change
[medicines] back again,” which often hap-
pens since trial meds are generally unavail-
able outside the trial. In fact, Varty said, the
shelter has had several clients who had
“never acted up before” return from clinical
trials acting “so wild that we had to kick
them out of the shelter.” Petersen agrees.
“We know people by name who’ve not been
able to follow through [with after-trial follow
up] and are out on the street in a bad way.”
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Kris Brown, president and director of CCR
Inc., says that she was unaware that ARCH
officials were upset about their schizophrenia
billboard and that she “didn’t real-
ize” the ad had been
placed across the
street from the
ARCH. “We’ve not
heard anything about
it,” she said. “We
have no intention of
offending anybody.”
Brown said that
every potential trial
subject is ques-
tioned and coun-
seled for three hours
and that participa-
tion in the test
is based on
“informed con-
sent.” That
doesn’t satisfy Varty or Petersen, nor resolve
the ethical concerns shared by others in the
mental-health community.

“It's been a long[time], potentially sore point
with us,” said Jim Van Norman, medical direc-
tor of the Austin/Travis County Mental
Health and Mental Retardation Center.
There’s an obvious need for clinical research,
he acknowledged. “The upside potential is that
we get a new medication that works wonders,”
he said, but when the “enticement of reim-
bursement is too easy to go for,” the methods
of recruiting become ethically questionable.
“You don’t want to make the offer so good, so
much money, that it sways someone. That's
way outside ethical bounds. So, | think with the
homeless, [these types of recruiting methods]
get shaky.” When the compensation is relatively
high for the potential subjects, it is more diffi-
cult “to make a relatively dispassionate choice”
about participation.
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“What they’re doing may
be legal, but it is sleazy
and real, real creepy.”

- Helen Varty of the ARCH

Varty is less generous: “What they’re doing
may be legal,” she said, “but it is sleazy and
real, real creepy.” Still, Brown insists that her
company does not want to offend anyone.
“We're trying to be sensitive,” she said. CCR
does more research at their Austin clinic than
is done at the UT med school in San Antonio —
people with schizophrenia, she said, “deserve”
the best treatment available. However, she said
in a Nov. 18 interview that the company would
be happy to remove the billboard. According to
ARCH officials, the billboard was removed on
Nov. 19. — Jordan Smith
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Baptists Get

In what'’s likely the final round of a years-
long legal dispute, the 3rd Court of Appeals
last week upheld a lower-court ruling that
allows Hyde Park Baptist Church to pro-
ceed with its controversial plans for a five-
story parking garage on Avenue D. It remains
to be seen, however, whether the Baptists will
in fact do so, or if the possibility remains for
another deal between the church and its Hyde
Park neighbors.

The ruling, authored by 3rd Court Justice
David Puryear, affirms an earlier decision by
Travis Co. District Judge Pete Lowry that the
1990 development agreement governing
HPBC'’s expansion plans — negotiated between
the church, neighbors, and the city — allowed
for construction of the massive garage on “all
or a portion of the western half” of the block,
without constraint by other provisions of the
agreement or of city code. As such, Lowry
ruled in granting summary judgment to the
church, the City Council erred when it heard
and granted an appeal of staff’s approval of
the garage site plan back in 2000.

Both Lowry’s ruling and the appellate deci-
sion turn on the meaning of “on all or a por-
tion of,” which Puryear — relying largely on his
Webster’s Third — concludes allows the church
to build as big as it pleases. “We must pre-
sume the phrase was intended to have mean-
ing,” his opinion reads, “and we can compre-
hend no other meaning for the phrase other

the Garage?

than to establish the size of the parking
garage. Consequently, we can only conclude
that [the section of the agreement] establish-
es all relevant site-development standards:
the parking garage’s height, location, and
bulk.” Chief Justice Ken Law and Justice Jan
Patterson concurred with Puryear’s opinion.
Since the case has never actually been
tried, neither court has considered evidence
from both neighbors and city staff that the
1990 agreement was not, in fact, intended to
permit a five-story building with minimal set-
backs, that doesn’t comply with Austin imper-
vious-cover regulations, right next to single-
family homes in historic Hyde Park. But bar-
ring an unanticipated appeal by the city to the
Texas Supreme Court, neighbors are ready to
pull this deal back out of the courtroom and
to the negotiating table. “What’s important to
us, as neighbors, is finding a way to bridge our
differences and break the cycle of lawsuit and
appeal,” says Glen Coleman of the Hyde
Park Neighborhood Association. “Despite
the ruling, we’d like to invite church leaders to
join us in exploring projects that will fulfill the
true mission of the church, while enhancing
the neighborhood we share.” Hyde Parkers
feel — or hope — that the changes in the local
economy might make the garage’s $5 million
price tag, along with the continuing acrimony
with the neighbors, more than the Baptists are
willing to bear. — Mike Clark-Madison
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Under Not So Healthy Texas Skies

NEws

Everything’s bigger in Texas — except
health care, which is puny. That's according
to the United Health Foundation's annu-
al checkup, which gives the Lone Star State
the boot with a dead-last ranking for health
insurance, or lack thereof. Our No. 50 spot
for having the highest number of uninsured
residents remains unchanged from our
standing in 2003.

At least we're consistent. The state’s
overall ranking of No. 35 is the same as
last year’s. The biggest change that
occurred was for the worse, with Texas
falling several notches, to 46th, for the high
percentage of children living in poverty —
24% of all Texans under the age of 18,
compared to 21% a year ago. The study fol-
lows the great debate in the 2003 legisla-
tive session over how much (or how little)
funding to allocate to social-services pro-
grams. Lawmakers settled on the latter, with
Medicaid and the Children’s Health
Insurance Program taking the biggest hits.

From a political perspective, Texas does a
better job of producing presidents than it
does turning out sound health care policy,
as evidenced by our low rankings in the
foundation’s study. There are a few reasons
Texas typically ends up at or near the bot-
tom of these types of lists, said Anne
Dunkelberg, a senior policy analyst and
associate director at the Center for Public
Policy Priorities. At its simplest, we get
what we pay for. “We don’t have a personal

income tax, and not much of a business
tax,” Dunkelberg said. “We’re at the very
bottom of public spending.”

Of course, Texas is a very, very long way
from enacting an income tax, so creative
solutions need to come into play if state
leaders are serious about making us whole
again. “I don’t think we should expect great
leaps coming forward in the [2005] legisla-
tive session,” Dunkelberg said. But she
noted a glimmer of hope in what appears to
be a bipartisan commitment to restore fund-
ing to Medicaid and CHIR “At least we'd be
regaining the ground that we lost, and there
is some chance that we might even be able
to expand the coverage.”

The state’s No. 50 ranking on health
insurance coverage has less to do with pub-
lic spending than with employers’ inability to
extend insurance benefits to their workforce,
which translates to huge numbers of work-
ing people going without. Nationally, 64% of
the population has insurance through
employers, spouses, or parents, Dunkelberg
said. In Texas, only 55% receive some form
of health coverage. “That’s really what makes
us different,” she said. “People aren’t get-
ting insurance where they work, and there is
nothing easy about turning that around.”

One resolution for health care advocates
in the New Year is a greater lobbying push
for more preventive health care services for
low-income, uninsured women. About 40%
of Texas women between 18 and 65 live

below 200% of poverty, Dunkelberg said, and
about half of those women are uninsured.

Looking at the United Health Foundation’s
overall results, the nation’s blue
(Democratic) states generally fare better on
health care than red states. This year’'s
study lists only two red states, Utah and
North Dakota, among the 10 healthiest —
which include No. 6 Massachusetts, home
of liberals John Kerry and Edward Kennedy;
No. 3 Vermont (Howard Dean), No. 2 New
Hampshire (the only red state to turn blue
this election year) and No. 1 Minnesota,
which consistently ranks among the very
healthiest states. The 16 unhealthiest
states, on the other hand, all went for
President Bush. Minnesota was one of a
handful of swing states whose voters
ranked health care as their top priority,
according to one pre-election poll.

On the upside for Texas, the state ranks
among the top 20 for low rates of occupa-
tional fatalities, cancer deaths, and infant
mortality. Also, the foundation gave Texas
high marks for allocating 16.9% of its state
health budget to public health.

The Minnesota-based foundation has
measured states’ health care performances
since 1990, taking data from the Centers
for Disease Control, the Census Bureau,
and other agencies. The complete report is
available on the foundation’s Web site,
www.unitedhealthfoundation.org.

— Amy Smith

HEALTHIEST AND
UNHEALTHIEST

STATES

1) Minnesota
2) New Hampshire
3) Vermont
4) Hawaii
5) Utah
6) Massachusetts
7) North Dakota
8) Connecticut
9) Wisconsin

10) Maine

35) Texas

40) Oklahoma

41) North Carolina
42) Florida

43) Alabama (tie)
43) West Virginia (tie)
45) Georgia

46) Arkansas

47) South Carolina
48) Tennessee

49) Mississippi
50) Louisiana

TEXAS’ RANKS: NOT NO. 1

Rank in: 2004
High school graduation 38
Prevalence of obesity 39
Infectious disease 43
Children in poverty 46

Health insurance coverage 50

2003
39
45
39
41
50
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TROUBLE ON THE LONGHORN PIPELINE?

Questions about the Longhorn Pipeline’s
safety, its age, its proximity to neighborhoods,
and its intersection with the Edwards Aquifer —
all raised repeatedly throughout six years of
unsuccessful legal battles and public protest —
were revisited last week as unconfirmed
reports that the embattled petroleum line
might be leaking began emanating from
Bastrop County.

Built in the 1950s to move crude oil from
West Texas fields to Houston refineries, the
pipeline, unused since the mid-1990s, was
reactivated in mid-August, this time pumping
jet fuel, diesel, and gasoline in the opposite
direction — from Houston refineries to El Paso.
The pipeline passes near a high concentration
of homes in South Austin. Lawsuits filed by the
city of Austin, the Barton Springs-Edwards
Aquifer Conservation District, and multiple
landowners near the line failed to halt flow of
fuel, as the courts ruled the pipeline owners
had complied with all governing regulations.

At about 5:15am on a mid-September
Sunday morning, Leonard Philipp was
abruptly awakened by a truck barreling past his
house down the private driveway on his Bastrop
ranch. “I got my gun and went to see who it
was,” Philipp recalls. “Outside, | had a little
confrontation.” Philipp said the

from the banks of the Colorado River, and he
describes what appeared to be major work,
including welding on the still fuel-filled line.
Hicks says representatives of the contractors
working on the line told him that close-interval
surveys conducted to locate weaknesses in the
line showed problems at that site as well as at
two other locations in Bastrop Co.

Longhorn Pipeline LP spokesman Don
Martin rejected any rumor of a leak. “I have
checked and confirmed there is no leak today,
or any other time at the area in question.” He
explained that Longhorn crews are doing “rou-
tine maintenance” work in the Bastrop area,
along the right of way at milepost 138.08 of
Highway 340, including operations such as dig-
ging, welding, and recoating the line. “This is
part of the routine, ongoing maintenance,” he
continued, “including maintenance that
Longhorn is doing as part of the agreed upon
inspections and mitigation plan.”

A representative of the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s Office of Pipeline Safety
(who preferred to remain unnamed) described
the work in Bastrop as “apparent low cathodic
protection potential levels in the pipeline being
raised to federally regulated levels.” According
to the OPS, cathodic protection is a way to

unannounced work crew
explained they were contracted
for the Longhorn Pipeline, and
that their haste was due to an
urgent necessity to locate a
device, used to detect weak-
nesses in its metal piping, on
its way through the line.

Philipp was troubled that the
crews hadn’t made prior
arrangements to enter the
property as maintenance crews
always had. Weeks later, on a
Friday, Philipp met the contrac-
tors to discuss a “small, two-
day dig required to correct a
problem that was found on the
line.” Philipp was told that work would begin
the following Monday, and he left for business
in Dallas. “Two hours later, at 11 the same day,
my wife called me saying, ‘You're not going to
believe this.” Janet Philipp described a piece
of heavy machinery accompanied by a crew
rolling down the driveway; to her amazement,
the crew proceeded to dig a gaping 200-foot-
long ditch around the pipeline. Philipp began to
believe he wasn'’t being told the whole truth,
and he summoned his lawyer, who is how
closely monitoring the work.

The contractors told Philipp “they were
replacing metal coating on the line.” He says
the workers also told him in passing that the
type and grade of metal in the Bastrop portion
of the line is below current federal regulations.
Adding to the landowner’s apprehension, parts
of the problem area on the ranch lie on a
rocky hill descending to a bend in the
Colorado River. The gravelly soil’s tendency
to allow rapid leaching plus the site’s close
proximity to the river have Philipp especially
concerned — moreover, the flooded pipeline
ditch is now an impassable moat separating
Philipp from his barn.

Photos provided by Philipp show large sec-
tions of the pipeline unearthed and surrounded
by heavy equipment. Last week Austin attorney
Renea Hicks, who represented plaintiffs
statewide in the earlier pipeline litigation, visit-
ed the rural Bastrop Co. site, about a half mile
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mitigate corrosion that would eventually lead to
pipeline deterioration; 10-feet-deep cathodic
protection beds are laid at the areas in ques-
tion. The representative said no leaks had
been reported but that the OPS had communi-
cated only with the contractors, not directly
with Longhorn Pipeline.

“This comes as no surprise,” says
Marguerite Jones, a founding member of
Austin Safe Pipeline Coalition, one of the
groups that initially opposed the Longhorn’s
recommissioning. “But the fact that they're
welding panics me a little, especially if there’s
fuel in the line,” she said. Jones believes the
implication of large-scale work on the line
could be very serious, especially given the
struggle necessary to compel upgrades to the
section running over the Aquifer. “It's going to
turn into another Bellingham,” she said,
referring to a 1999 disaster in Washington
state where a ruptured pipeline spilled
280,000 gallons of gasoline into a creek run-
ning through residential communities; mas-
sive explosions left three dead and ravaged
the landscape. “We asked them to protect
people and habitats,” she said. “Gasoline
devastates the ecosystem as it seeps into the
soil and water.” Jones and her family, whose
home was very close to the South Austin seg-
ment of the pipeline, have since moved away
from the neighborhood.

— Daniel Mottola
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WILL AISD CRACK DOWN ON

SPECIAL ED?

NEws

Austin ISD is a very special place. There
are more than 10,000 special-education
students in the district — that’'s 12% of the
student body, or about two per classroom.
More than half have emotional or learning
disabilities, or attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder, impairments that can often be con-
fused with bad attitudes or willful misbehavior.

Last week, Congress passed new regula-
tions making it easier than ever before to
put special ed students, many of whom the-
oretically cannot control their behavior,
through the same kind of disciplinary proce-
dures as their nonimpaired peers, who can.
The move worries special-ed advocates, who
fear AISD will take advantage of the new
flexibility to get rid of their kids — a practice
many say is already widespread.

“The district gets tired of dealing with these
kids, so they just throw up their hands,” said
Lucy Wood, a staff attorney who represents
special-ed students in the juvenile justice
system for Advecacey Inc. “So instead of
trying to figure out the cause of the stu-
dent’s behavior, they figure out a way to send
the student into the juvenile justice system.”

The regulation in question is the
Individuals With Disabilities Education
Act or IDEA. The original law, passed in
1997 and reauthorized with tweaks on
Friday, said special-ed students cannot be
removed from regular classes without an
investigation into whether their misbehavior
was caused by their disability. In other
words, students can’t be punished for
behaviors they can’t control. Not surprising-
ly, teacher groups have long complained
about this policy. “Under IDEA, if a child is
violent or disruptive, it's not as easy to have
that student removed from class,” said
John Cole, president of the Texas
Federation of Teachers. “But when
teachers have to deal with violent, disruptive
students, they can’t take care of the 21

other students in the class.”

Of course, advocates like Wood say
schools do remove students, and far too
often — for example, by filing assault
charges against a freaked-out, flailing, autis-
tic student who hits his teacher. The new
version of IDEA requires a “direct and sub-
stantial” link be proven between the disabili-
ty and the behavior to qualify for the disci-
pline exemption. This opens up a lot of lee-
way for schools to argue that disruptive
behavior is not caused by disabilities but by
plain old rebelliousness.

Cole, for example, argues that districts
are encouraged by state funding guidelines
— which grant triple funds for special-ed stu-
dents — to classify many nondisabled stu-
dents as special-ed. “Many children are
labeled emotionally disturbed who have
nothing functionally wrong with their mental
capacity. They're just tough customers,” said
Cole. “But if they’re a tough customer, the
school doesn’t get any extra money. If
they’re emotionally disturbed, they do.” And
“tough customers,” says Cole, need to be
punished, not exempted.

Special education advocates say this atti-
tude is exactly what IDEA protects their chil-
dren against. Or at least, it's supposed to.
Parent Frances Barraza last week pulled
her 16-year-old bipolar son out of AISD’s
Bowie High because she felt the teachers
weren’t living up to their requirements.
Under IDEA, schools are required to develop
an Individualized Education Program
for each special-ed student, which deter-
mines the appropriate grade level at which
students can function and the kind of
accommodations they need. For example,
an ADHD student may be allowed to get up
and walk around during class if it helps him
concentrate when he returns to his seat.
The IEP for Barraza’s son called for access
to a cool-down room if he became upset or

Frances Barraza pulled her bipolar son from AISD.

frustrated, but Barraza says her son was
simply being kicked out of class and disci-
plined like a regular student.

Barraza finally gave up; her son will earn
his degree through an online program of
Cornerstone Christian School in San Antonio.
“It was a matter of communication,” she
said. “The case-folder teacher didn’t com-
municate with the regular teachers. The
teachers didn’t communicate with me. They
just didn’t handle the situation well.”

While private school is not an option for
many parents, advocates say many students
end up outside of AISD anyway — through
placements in disciplinary alternative educa-
tion programs. In 2003-04, 27% of stu-
dents in the district’'s Alternative
Learning Center were special-ed, as were
many students in Travis Co.’s Juvenile
Justice Alternative Education
Program. “|ts just easier to criminalize the
students’ behaviors and get rid of them,”
said Wood. “It relieves the district of the
duty of educating them.”

In this light, loosening IDEA seems all the
more ominous. Adding an extra layer of
concern is the fact that the federal No
Child Left Behind Act allows only 1% of
a school’s students to be tested below
grade level, no matter how many special-ed

students the school has. This policy exists
to keep schools from classifying every hard-
to-educate student as special-ed to get
around having to test them. But it creates a
situation where schools with too many spe-
cial-ed students can’t possibly satisfy NCLB
— and therefore probably won’t be too upset
if they lose some to private school or disci-
plinary placements.

District officials, of course, say their policy
is to emphasize reinforcing positive behavior
rather than punishing negative behavior.
“Punitive, reactionary discipline isn’t good
for any child,” said AISD director of special
education Joan Altobelli. However, the
district employs just 10 behavior specialists
for its 10,000 special-ed students, so that’s
clearly an uphill battle.

The coming months will show whether the
new regulations funnel more special-ed stu-
dents out of regular classrooms and into
disciplinary settings. And parents and teach-
ers will continue to debate whether the ben-
efits of removing disruptive students from
regular classrooms outweigh the costs. But
stories like Barraza’s show that while schools
juggle competing demands of money, tests,
classroom discipline, and children’s individ-
ual needs, some kids will be dropped along
the way. — Rachel Proctor May

record and has never been subject to an enforcement

COUNCIL VOTES ON TRASH CLASH

The City Council last Thursday approved a staff recom-
mendation to enter into negotiations with IESI Corp. to
manage the money-losing eity landfill off of FM 812, just
south of Bergstrom Airport. The vote — over the objections of
environmental activists, a competing landfill owner, and the
city’s Solid Waste Advisory Commission — was 5-2, with
Jackie Goodman and Raul Alvarez voting no.

Leading up to the council meeting, Texas Campaign for
the Environment, led by director Robin Schneider, had
posted complaints on its Web site (www.texasenvironment.org)
that the FM 812 landfill was problem-plagued, including a
collapse in 1991 that spilled waste into nearby Onion Creek.
TCE also charged that IESI has not been properly maintain-
ing the adjacent dump that it currently operates for Travis
Co. The environmental group alleges that that dump has
been attracting buzzards, possibly indicating that it is

accepting household garbage or other “putrescible” (in
short, stinky) waste, which it is not authorized to do. Those
buzzards, TCE says, pose a risk to planes at Bergstrom. The
group also charged that IESI has been underpaying required
fees to the city, making it ineligible for a city contract.

A week before the council meeting, the SWAC recom-
mended against the contract, swayed by many of those
arguments. At the meeting itself, Texas Disposal
Systems owner Bob Gregory — a landfill operator
respected by environmentalists, and an unsuccessful com-
petitor for this contract — and his engineer Robert Kier
repeated many of the same charges to the council. Jeff
Peckham, a vice-president for IESI, rebutted those claims
by saying that the FM 812 landfill has been regularly
inspected by the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality, and more recently by city staff, and has a clean

action. He emphasized that the city landfill, if taken over by
IESI, absolutely would not accept putrescible waste, and
that the city could save $32 million under IESI’s proposals.
He also strongly denied that IESI had ever missed any city
fee payments, and said that IESI is properly covering its
waste and could not be causing a buzzard problem. A city
staffer also said that the airport had suffered no buzzard
problems from the dump.

Noting that the vote was only to enter negotiations with
the company, not to actually approve a contract, Council
Member Betty Dunkerley moved to approve the item with
the provision that city staff stipulate detailed environmental
and wildlife control plans, and to include an out clause in
case the city later decides to close the landfill. Goodman
expressed concerns that the contract might not fit in with
future long-range waste disposal plans and was joined by
Alvarez in voting no. Chief Financial Officer John Stephens
said a contract could be brought back to council by February
at the earliest. — Lee Nichols
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Senate Mulls Med-Mari Defense

U.S. Sens. Richard Durbin, D-lll.; Patrick
Leahy, D-Vt.; and Jim Jeffords,|-Vt., last
week introduced legislation that would allow
medical-marijuana patients to raise the
issue of medical necessity as an affirmative
defense if tried on drug charges in federal
court. Since marijuana is defined as a drug
with no “accepted medical use” by the
Controlled Substances Act, defendants
brought up on federal marijuana charges can-
not currently bring forth evidence either that
their use is medicinal or that they use marijua-
na in compliance with state law. According to
the National Organization for the Reform
of Marijuana Laws, the feds have taken legal
action against about 50 medi-mari patients
and providers, mostly in California, which legal-
ized the medical use of marijuana in 1996. The
senators’ new bill, $.2989, is a companion to
the House Truth in Trials Act, (H.1717),
which was originally introduced in April 2003,
and later died in committee.

On the drug-crime front, Massachusetts
Judge Robert Mulligan - the state’s chief
justice for administration and management of
its trial courts — last week blasted the state’s
“drug-free zone” law, arguing that it is “dis-
criminatory, and corrodes faith in the fairness
of the criminal justice system.” The law —
signed under former Gov. Michael Dukakis —
imposes a two-year mandatory minimum sen-
tence for defendants convicted of drug posses-
sion within 1,000 feet of a school. “The pur-
pose behind school zones is to keep drugs
away from schools, and that’s a legitimate pur-
pose,” Mulligan said. “But school doesn’t have
to be in session; it can be at night, it can be
during the summer. So it doesn’t really achieve
its goals.” Moreover, Mulligan said, the law has
disproportionately affected minorities and city
residents. In Boston, “unless you're on the tar-
mac of Logan Airport, you're within 1,000 feet
of a school,” he said.

Under Texas’ similar law, the 1,000-foot
drug-free zone includes any property “owned,
rented, or leased” by a school — including dis-
trict offices and facilities where children are
rarely present. Texas has also designated a
drug-free zone within 300 feet of public swim-
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ming pools and video arcades. Getting popped
with drugs inside the zone means the state can
enhance punishment — i.e., a state jail felony
becomes a third-degree felony; a second-
degree felony can be pumped up to first-
degree. “I'm not saying that minorities are
being targeted, and I’'m not saying that the
arresting officers are unfair, but I'm saying that
the policy itself is not wise,” Mulligan said of
the Bay State law.

In other disproportionate sentencing news,
on Nov. 16 in Salt Lake City, U.S. District
Judge Paul Cassell blasted the federal
mandatory-minimum sentencing scheme after
sentencing 25-year-old Weldon Angelos to
55 years in prison for selling a small amount of
marijuana to a police informant while armed.
Angelos was packing a pistol in an ankle hol-
ster when he sold the dope to an informant,
which enhanced his sentence, even though
Angelos was not accused of using or threaten-
ing to use his weapon. lronically, earlier that
day Cassell handed down a 22-year sentence
to a man accused of beating an elderly woman
to death with a log. Cassell told Angelos that
he was “reluctantly” imposing the 55-year sen-
tence, the Drug Reform Coordination Network
reports. “I have no choice,” Cassell said, adding
that Angelos’ attorneys should appeal the rul-
ing and appeal to President Bush for clemency.
“Is there a rational basis for giving Mr. Angelos
more time than the hijacker, the murderer, the
rapist?” the judge asked. Sentencing Angelos
to jail until he turns 70, Cassell said, is
“unjust, cruel, and even irrational.”

— Jordan Smith
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City Loses Its Mala Sangre Brain

NEews

It was a case of turnabout on Nov. 17 when the city of
Austin lost its bid to keep outside counsel Lowell Denton
on the payroll to defend against the whistle-blower lawsuit
filed by APD Detective Jeff White back in 2002. During a
Wednesday afternoon hearing, Travis Co. District Judge Lora
Livingston granted White’s motion to have Denton and his
entire firm — Denton, Navarro, Rocha & Bernal — dis-
qualified from representing the city in this infamous and
seemingly endless case, built on allegations of high-level
APD misconduct before, during, and after the mid-Nineties
drug-trafficking investigation code-named Mala Sangre
(Bad Blood).

White filed his suit in May 2002, alleging that former APD
Assistant Chief Jimmy Chapman transferred him from his
plum assignment in organized crime and narcotics, and
blocked his assignment to a joint federal task force, in retal-
iation for White’s alleging that Chapman may have interfered
with the Mala Sangre investigation

Back in 2000, shortly after White told APD Internal Affairs
investigators his concerns about Chapman'’s alleged involve-
ment in the truncated drug operation, White was summoned
to the APD'’s Fifth Floor for a closed-door interview (in
Chapman'’s office) with Denton, who at the time was repre-
senting the city against the first Mala Sangre lawsuits.
During the interview, Denton told White that he was the per-
son chosen by the city to “get to the bottom” of the various
allegations — thus indicating to White that Denton was the
proper authority with whom to register his concerns about
Mala Sangre and Chapman.

But after White filed suit in May 2002, the city, with
Denton as its counsel, asked the court to toss the case,
asserting that Denton was not an appropriate authority with

whom to report a whistle-blower allegation. The city’s bid for
summary judgement was denied by District Judge Paul Davis
— meaning, in part, that the question of Denton’s authority
should be decided by a jury at trial. This decision placed
Denton in an odd position — representing the city, but
also a key witness in the case. As such, on Nov. 17,
White's attorney, Donald Feare, argued that Denton

and his firm should be disqualified from continuing to
represent the city. “We’ve got a real problem here with
Denton — a witness who is a lawyer who has made himself
a witness by filing a motion saying he’s not the proper per-
son [for White] to report [a whistle-blower allegation] to,” he
told Livingston. Further, Feare argued, even though White’s
suit was filed more than two years ago, the city never
claimed that losing Denton would be a hardship — one way
they could have defended themselves against losing their
counsel of choice.

City Attorney David Smith countered that the city did
raise the issue of hardship in a letter to Feare, more than
a year ago. And he told Livingston that losing Denton
would be tragic for the city because the lawyer has been
working on the Mala Sangre cases for seven years and has
institutional knowledge of all the issues — information that
has never been put down on paper and would be hard to
pass on to anyone else. “It’s in his brain, it’s that kind of
thing. That says he can’t be replaced,” he said. “That is
the hardship.”

But Livingston wasn’t buying it: “Sure, I'm certain it would
be an inconvenience,” but mentioning the potential “hard-
ship” to Feare one year into the case is not a timely notice,
she said. “I agree no one can get in his head, but certainly
another lawyer could get the information.”

Y¥3110d Dnoa

Livingston ruled for the city on another motion, asking
Livingston to release the entire contents of an APD investi-
gation into last year’s allegation that Chapman lied under
oath in his deposition in White’s suit. After several months
of investigation, outside investigator James McLaughlin
deemed the allegation “inconclusive”; Chapman resigned
his position with the department the next day. Livingston
ruled that the contents of that report were barred from dis-
closure under civil service law. However, she did order the
city to release the names (and contact information) for the
approximately 20 witnesses McLaughlin reportedly inter-
viewed. Whether they’ll talk to Feare remains to be seen.

— Jordan Smith

DelLay: Ethics, Shmethics

It was a mixed bag on the Tom DeLay
Watch last week, as congressional actions
taken on his behalf seemed only to deepen
the public relations swamp slowly sucking in
the House majority leader. House Republi-
cans, flush with electoral victory, decided
they would reverse the decadelong rule that
any House leader under indictment must
step down until the indictment is resolved.
The action — on a motion from U.S. Rep.
Henry Bonilla, R-San Antonio — took place
in the shadow of the ongoing investigation
by Travis Co. District Attorney Ronnie Earle
of Delay-related campaign fundraising com-
mittees, marked most recently by the felony
indictment of three Delay associates.

The rule had been adopted in 1993 in an
effort to embarrass House Ways and Means
Chair Dan Rostenkowski, D-lllinois, after

his indictment on corruption charges. Bonilla
said he wanted to protect the GOP leader-
ship from any “crackpot district attorney,”
echoing GOP dismissals of the Earle investi-
gation. Earle responded, “The action by the
members of the House ... has no effect on
the ongoing investigation by the grand jury,
but it should be alarming to the public to
see their leaders substitute their judgment
for that of the law enforcement process.”

A couple of days later, the House ethics
committee issued a reproving letter to Rep.
Chris Bell, D-Houston, whose complaint
against Delay earlier this year resulted in
two formal admonitions of the Sugar Land
Hammer. The committee charged Bell with
including in his complaint “innuendo, specu-
lative assertions, or conclusory statements,”
because he exaggerated the available evi-

dence against DelLay concerning his rela-
tionship with Westar Energy and attempts
to use the Federal Aviation Administration in
tracking the Democratic Texas House
Members who fled to Oklahoma in opposi-
tion to re-redistricting.

Bell said he “accepted the guidance of
the committee,” but distinguished the letter
from the earlier formal “admonitions”
addressed to Delay. Delay, for his part,
denounced Bell as a “partisan stalker” and
said the committee’s letter “confirmed
[Bell’s] utter contempt for Congress. And by
continuing their announced strategy to forgo
the battle of ideas and instead personally
attack Republican leaders, the Democrat
Party has confirmed its utter contempt for
the boundaries of political discourse.”

It's not clear if that language meets the
committee’s standard of “innuendo, specu-
lative assertions, or conclusory statements,”
and we're unlikely to find out. The public-

advocacy groups that had worked with Bell
on his complaint — the first by a member of
Congress in seven years, when the commit-
tee stopped accepting outside complaints —
said the letter would almost certainly dis-
courage any future complaints, for they
would effectively require that a complainant
know the outcome before he or she submit-
ted the complaint.

Said Melanie Sloan of the Citizens for
Responsibility and Ethics in Washing-
ton, “It will be nearly impossible for anyone
to file a complaint that meets the commit-
tee’s new standard. This provision effective-
ly prohibits anyone from filing a complaint
based on a reasonable belief that an ethics
violation occurred.” Citing the earlier vote of
the GOP caucus on the leadership rule,
Sloan added, “The only thing left to do is
disband the ethics committee altogether
and drop the pretense that the House takes
ethics seriously.” — Michael King
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NEws

A HAPPY ENDING FOR HISTORIC SAGA

Martha Hawkins' mother gave the Red-Purcell House in
South Austin its fame, but it’s the kind of fame that Hawkins can
no longer afford.

Stuart and Mabelle Purcell, who came to Austin in 1938, were
never wealthy. Stuart was a farmer. Mabelle was a teacher at the
School for the Deaf. They moved to Austin to put their children
through UT. The restoration of the Red-Purcell House, built in 1885,
was Mabelle’s passion and on her deathbed she asked her daughter
Martha to preserve the house on its 2 acres on Academy Drive.

That was 1978. Today, a frail Hawkins struggles to maintain the
house on her fixed income. She just put on a roof. It cost her
$8,000. Painting the house cost her $5,000. The price estimates on
trimming the 65 trees on the property are anywhere from $6,000 to
$10,000. As Hawkins stood at the microphone at last week’s City
Council meeting, it was easy to imagine the worried, white-haired
woman sitting at her kitchen table, stooped over her checkbook as
she tried to figure out just how she could afford the rollback in prop-
erty tax abatements proposed as part of the yearlong overhaul of the
city’s historic preservation ordinance. “If | don’t have the
exemptions, it's going to be awfully hard on this little old lady. But |
promised my mother | would keep the house in the family if at all
possible,” Hawkins told the council, her voice breaking. The audience
stood and clapped as she sat down.

The council considered the new historic ordinance on first reading
last week; actually, it was a second attempt at a first reading, a revi-
sion to a year’s worth of revisions, intended to address concerns
raised by the city’s legal department over grandfathering tax
exemptions for the city’s 270 homes already deemed historic, with
lower abatements for future H-zoned properties. The city’s lawyers
had argued that having different tax levels for existing landmarks and
for new landmarks would violate the provision for “fair and equal tax-
ation” under the Texas Constitution, but they were ultimately over-
ruled. Abatements for the 150-odd commercial historic properties
were proposed to remain unchanged.

Other provisions of the new ordinance include tightening the crite-
ria used by the Historic Landmark Commission to recommend
that properties be landmarked; changing the makeup of the HLC
itself; and — most importantly to several of the advocates at council —
adopting workable rules for creating local historic districts in Austin,
with additional incentives to help fend off gentrification in historic
East Austin neighborhoods.

Austin has the most generous tax abatements for historic houses
in the country, a distinction the City Council is eager to change. It's
one thing, however, to imagine a wealthy pair of high-powered
lawyers in Old Enfield dashing off a larger check to pay the taxes on
their historic house; it's another to imagine an 80-year-old woman
trying to juggle her bills to preserve her parents’ farmhouse, which is
now valued on the Travis Co. tax rolls at more than $500,000.

The task force, chaired by Zoning and Platting Commission Chair
Betty Baker, did its best to protect low-end property on the tax
rolls, even after being told to come back with a plan B not involving
grandfathering. Its final recommendation was to roll back the exemp-
tions on all residential structures from 100% to 85% over three
years, and to phase in a $2,000 maximum cap on exemptions — a
provision that will only affect a handful of high-end houses, but likely
including Hawkins’ house.

Baker, during remarks prior to the public hearing on the ordinance,
reiterated the task force’s commitment to grandfathering, putting the
task force’s own “phase in” proposal as the clearly less-desired alter-
native. She noted that the county and ACC mirror the city’s tax
exemptions, while AISD offers abatements that are half as large.
Should the city roll back its abatements, other jurisdictions are likely
to follow suit, adding up to a sizable hit for owners.

Council Member Brewster McCracken, in particular, did not look
like he relished the thought of taking away tax exemptions. A number
of speakers spoke of the city “going back on its word,” and a handful
of homeowners who happened to be lawyers — none of them special-
izing in taxation but all of them interested in the subject — told the
council they could find no precedent in case law that would stop the
city from grandfathering. McCracken gathered their paperwork before
the City Council went into executive session to hear city legal’s side
of the story. About 30 minutes later, staff objections were themselves
history; the council quickly approved a version of the ordinance that
included the grandfathering originally recommended, while maintain-
ing the $2,000 cap. Mayor Will Wynn — himself the owner of a com-
mercial historic property on East Sixth Street — recused himself from
the vote. — Kimberly Reeves

CHARTERS STILL NOT SO HOT

The same week that the Governor’s Business
Council issued a report calling for more charter
schools (see “Capitol Chronicle,” p.18), the U.S.
Department of Education issued a report showing
that charters lag behind regular public schools in
meeting state accountability standards. Way behind.
In Texas, researchers found that just 66% of charters
met state accountability standards — based primarily
on students’ scores on standardized tests — compared
to 98% of public schools. Texas charters were nearly
the worst-performing in the five states used as case
studies in the federal report.

That didn’t stop charter advocates from spinning the
data into a faith-based press release touting the won-
ders of school choice. The Center for Education
Reform first praised charters for serving a high pro-
portion of minority and low-income students. (That
part, at least, is true.) It then went on to say that
although regular school students test better, “charter
school students perform at similar levels as conven-
tional students when racial demographics are taken
into account.”

Umm ... no. In Texas and North Carolina, the report
clearly states that even when race and income are
taken into account, public schools still out-performed
charters. In Massachusetts and Colorado, charters
tested as well as regular public schools only when
they served both whiter and wealthier populations. The
CER’s argument, however, did hold true in lllinois.

The USDE research also showed that states are
struggling with how to hold charters accountable for
the public dollars they spend. And the Business
Council report (which, as it cited no actual research,
is perhaps better described as a manifesto) tem-
pered its call for more charters with a call for greater
oversight. But hey, who needs research when you've
got ideology? — Rachel Proctor May

TEXAS PARKS GET DRILLED

Thanks to the Bush administration, there’s a new
slant on drilling for oil and natural gas under national
parks — including here in Texas, at places like Padre
Island National Seashore and Big Thicket
National Preserve. But rules helping big business
“directionally drill” under Texas’ parks aren’t going
unchallenged — the Sierra Club on Nov. 17 unveiled
a lawsuit aimed at curtailing the park pillage.

In a teleconference, Chris Wilhite of the Sierra
Club’s Southern Plains Region and Brandt Mannchen,
of the club’s Lone Star Chapter, discussed the gutting
of laws enacted to protect these parks. The so-called
“9-b rules” of the National Parks Service were creat-
ed more than 20 years ago to allow for oil and gas
drilling in parks that included property whose mineral
rights remained in private hands. While these rules
allowed for drilling, they did so in a way designed to
protect the envi-
ronmental

those impacts adjacent to the park,” said Mannchen.
“In other words, unless we have a fracture, or an
escape of gas in the park itself, other impacts are not
something the Parks Service is concerned about.”
With the reversal, the White House thumbs its nose
not only at the 9-b rules, but also the 1916 law that
created the NPS.

These breaches, and the secrecy with which the
changes were enacted, constitute the basis for the
Sierra Club lawsuit. Mannchen says he discovered the
changes practically by accident. “National environmen-
tal policy rules ... are being undermined. So the Club
is suing on this, because basically, if you're going to
change a rule, which is what this reinterpretation has
done, you need public review and comment ... not [to
change it] secretly, behind the scenes where the pub-
lic doesn’t know it's implemented.”  — Wells Dunbar

INSURANCE RATES, ROUND 2

On Nov. 19, the Texas Department of
Insurance announced that it will once again go after
Farmers Insurance and State Farm Lloyds in its
effort to get them to lower homeowners insurance
rates. According to TDI, since June 2003, Farmers
and State Farm Lloyds have overcharged Texas policy-
holders to the tune of more than $243 million. “TDI is
preparing to initiate administrative actions to demon-
strate that the rates charged by insurers are excessive
and that refunds of the excess premium should be
issued directly to policyholders,” plus 10% interest,
according to a TDI press release.

In reviewing the companies’ rates, TDI considered
the “substantial losses” the companies sustained in
2000 and 2001, due to the large number of claims
connected to “non-catastrophic” events and the
increase in mold and other water-damage related
claims, according to two separate reports filed with
TDI Commissioner Jose Montemayor last week by
Catherine Reyer, chief of TDI's enforcement section.
Nonetheless, State Farm and Farmers substantially
increased their rates in the last four years — as of June
2003 State Farm’s rates were 22.6% higher than their
January 2000 rates; Farmers rates increased between
55.9% and 74.3%, Reyer wrote, even though claims
have decreased. According to Reyer, both companies

used “loss ratio trend” data that inflated

the rates without providing any “credible”

. evidence to justify the higher premiums.
# Farmers’ spokeswoman Michelle Levy

/] said the company disagrees with the
i TDI's latest report. “We believe we've
E,_ done everything possible to provide

d@c%  information on our loss experience and
fzamd  rates in Texas to the TDI,” she said. “As
b 3;] we have said before, we remain com-
% J mitted to continuing discussion of this
= [ issue with TDI [in order] to address this
; in the best interest of our
customers.” The new allega-

integrity of the
park and sur-
rounding areas.
But when
Texas-based
Davis Brothers
0Oil Producers
requested an
exemption to
directionally drill
under Texas
parks — by setting
up a well in one
area and angling
the pipes under-
ground to tap

tions are separate from the
rate reduction orders TDI
handed to 30 insurance com-
panies last fall.

State Farm and Farmers
(which together handle about
40% of the Texas market)
each appealed that reduction
order, and on Nov. 8 the two
insurers won their bid for
summary judgment in Travis
Co. District Court. In her rul-
ing, District Judge Suzanne
Covington concluded that
the portion of 2003’s
Senate Bill 14 that allowed

resources further
away — the NPS
waived rules that required drillers to maintain maxi-
mum environmental safety. “What they’ve decided in
this interpretation is that [drillers] don’t have to look at

TDI to call for immediate rate
reductions was unconstitu-

tional. Not surprisingly, TDI wasn’t happy with that rul-

ing and is currently “exploring all legal options.”
— Jordan Smith
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THE HIGHTOWER REPORT

BY JIM HIGHTOWER

SUPPRESSING THE VOTE

One of the most despicable aspects of this
year’s presidential campaign was the deliber-
ate, determined effort by the Republican Party
to keep people from voting.

| don’t just mean the notorious efforts in
Florida by first brother Jeb Bush to purge the
voter rolls of thousands of eligible African-
Americans, but of tactics all across the country
to suppress the votes of people who tend to
vote Democratic.

For example, before the election, U.S. Sen.
Kit Bond tried to sneak a provision into nation-
al law that would ban voter registration drives
in public housing projects. Another sneak
attack came on Election Day itself, when GOP
election officials in key states like Ohio simply
shorted many Democratic precincts on the
number of voting machines made available.
The result was that voters faced interminable
waits to get to cast their ballots — lines snaked
around city blocks, forcing people to wait
seven, nine, or more hours in line. Uncounted
thousands of people — who, after all, have jobs
and families to deal with — were driven away
from the polls by this artificial logjam.

Especially ugly was the kind of racist intimi-
dation experienced in Milwaukee. Just before
the election, a flier was distributed throughout
two African-American voting wards, handed out
on street corners and in barbershops by a fake
group calling itself the “Black Voters League.”
Here’s some of what it said:

“Some warnings for election time:

* “If you've already voted in any election this
year, you can’t vote in the presidential election.
* “If you've ever been found guilty of anything,
even a traffic violation, you can’t vote in the
presidential election.

* “If anybody in your family has ever been
found guilty of anything, you can’t vote in the
presidential election.

* “If you violate any of these laws, you can get
ten years in prison and your children will get
taken away from you.”

In America, everyone should be encouraged
to vote. This is still America, isn't it?

mark your calendar.
bookmark ours.

austinchronicle.com

‘CLEAN’ CANDIDATES ELECTED

If you're looking for a little good news from
the Nov. 2 election, check out the clean-
money campaigns in Arizona, Maine, and
North Carolina.

Instead of surrendering their state govern-
ments to the big money interests that control
Washington and most other state capitols,
people in these three states have authorized
full public financing for candidates who agree
to run “clean” — which means that these can-
didates accept none of the corrupting contri-
butions that special interests (primarily corpo-
rations) routinely dole out to Democrats,
Republicans, and anyone else willing to be
bought. By providing a pool of public funds
for public elections, we can get public offi-
cials that are no longer financially beholden
to corporate, union, or other private funders
who always have a private agenda attached
to their checks.

In Maine, this clean-election option has
been available for three election cycles, and
the results are astonishing: 77% of Maine’s
state House members and 83% of its state
senators have now been elected without tak-
ing a dime in corporate money! It changes the
whole political dynamic, for legislators are free
to cast their votes without first checking with
their big campaign contributors.

Likewise in Arizona, 23% of state senators
and 58% of House members are now free of
any dependence on private campaign donors
— as are 10 of Arizona’s statewide elected
officials, including the governor, attorney gen-
eral, and all four of this year’s winning candi-
dates for the state Corporation Commission.
Also, North Carolina provided the clean-elec-
tion option this year to candidates for its top
judicial seats — and the clean candidates won
both races for the Supreme Court and two of
the three seats on the Court of Appeals.

Full public financing is real reform. To bring
it to your state, county, city, school district,
or whatever — call Public Campaign:
202/293-0222.

Jim Hightower is the bestselling author of Let's Stop
Beating Around the Bush, on sale from Viking Press. For
more information, visit www.jimhightower.com.
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AISD Goes Global

JOHNSTON HIGH SCHOOL WELCOMES IMMIGRANT STUDENTS
- AND MAKES WAVES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Michael Martinez walked to the United
States from his native Mexico, enduring the
cold nights and coyote howls of the desert.
He lives in a small Austin apartment with his
mother and works about 35 hours a week at
McDonalds. He sends every cent he can to
his sisters and brother back in Mexico, along
with gifts of music and hip, new clothes —
“all the things I wished I had when I was
younger,” he says with a proud smile.

Martinez is 16 years old and a student at
the Austin ISD’s International High School.
The school, housed at Johnston High off
Bolm Road in East Austin, is the district’s
answer to the challenges posed by students
like Martinez: students who speak and read
little English, but who still must earn
enough high school credits to graduate,

even as they come from backgrounds and
deal with responsibilities often far different
from those of their U.S.-born peers. In the
past, many immigrant students responded
to these pressures by just giving up: Last
year, the dropout rate was about 50%. AISD
administrators hope the international
school-within-a-school can change that.
But no sooner had the International High
School opened its doors — or rather,
Johnston’s doors — than the critics opened
fire. They charged that the program is a slap
in the face to Johnston’s neighborhood stu-
dents, who are among the most disadvan-
taged in the city and who themselves

deserve intensive, innovative programs.
Moreover, argued some observers, the inter-
national school isn’t even the best thing for
the immigrant students themselves. While
the school appears to be settled in Johnston
for good, the nature of the controversy sur-
rounding it might be able to teach the dis-
trict a few lessons about how it might build,
rather than undermine, the community sup-
port its high schools so badly need.

Leis and Crazy Eights
Johnston High is a 1960s-era complex of
wings, courtyards, and annexes just north-
east of the Montopolis Bridge, in one of the
central Austin neighborhoods losing family
population. Overcrowding is not among its
problems. While the school could house

IN THE PAST, MANY IMMIGRANT STUDENTS
RESPONDED TO THE PRESSURE BY JUST GIVING UP:
LAST YEAR, THE DROPOUT RATE WAS ABOUT 50%.

1,800 students, it’s home to just 900 (total
enrollment, including the internationals, is
1,068). Nearly 70% of the regular students
are economically disadvantaged, and nearly
20% are “limited-English proficient,” or
“LEP” in education lingo. The school’s offi-
cial dropout rate is about 15%, nearly twice
the district average, but its four-year com-
pletion rate of 70% suggests that closer to
one in four students will not graduate. Both
state and federal ranking systems consider
Johnston’s test scores unacceptable.

The international students don’t see the
regular students much. Their buses roll in
about 9:15am, after regular classes have

NEws

International School student Michael Martinez

JOHN ANDERSON

begun at 9, and after what has been for
many a long trip — taking one bus to their
neighborhood schools and from there a sec-
ond one for Johnston.

It’s homecoming week. Hawaiian day, to
be precise: As a chattering wave of students
flows into the cafeteria, international school
principal Anabel Garza hands out scrunchy
plastic leis. The students eagerly throw
them around their necks, then trot off to the
kitchen for breakfast, which for most of
them is free. “It’s like a working breakfast,”
says Garza, a dark-haired, often-smiling
woman who likes to use metaphors drawn
from the world of business. “We’re prepar-
ing them for the real world, where you work
and eat breakfast at the same time.”

“Work,” in this case, means language-
immersion exercises — or this morning, card
games. Science teacher Denise Norris pre-
sides over a table of boys who slap down
cards and cheer their way through a high-
stakes game of Crazy FEights. All the players
are originally from Latin America, mostly
Mexico, except for one tall boy from
Ethiopia. About 90% of the 170 students in
the school are Spanish-speakers, but Norris,
a strawberry blonde with the husky voice
and easy authority of a well-liked coach,
speaks English. Lots of it.

“OK, Jonas, it’s your turn to deal. Here’s
the cards. Wow, you guys are some cut-
throat card players,” she says, keeping up a
near-constant barrage of encouragement,
directive, and teasing. The 20-year AISD vet-
eran says the games do more than help with
language and fill up time before the last
buses arrive. “I get to know the kids better,
and see them in a different light,” she said.
“It really helps with behavior management
in the classroom.”

Another thing that helps is that Norris is
bilingual. Not all the teachers at the inter-
national school are — although all are
trained in ESL techniques — in part so as not
to put students from outside Latin America
at a disadvantage. Nevertheless, there is
only one non-Spanish speaker in Norris’
ninth-grade science class, so she peppers
her instruction — which today includes the
mysteries of homecoming as well as the
mysteries of the natural world — with
Spanish to help the other 18 kids along.

“So today, at lunchtime, all the interna-

International High School principal Anabel Garza

tional students are going to vote — van a
votar — for the marquis and marquesa of the
homecoming court,” she said. “And then on
Friday, they’ll be crowned at the dance!
Who’s going to the dance? I'm going to the
dance. Freddy, are you going to the dance?”
The students giggle as she wiggles her hips
to emphasize “dance.”

The students assigned to the school are
those whose English literacy is below a
fourth-grade level. This is not to say the stu-
dents are academically challenged — on the
contrary. For example, Norris said it’s frus-
trating how much better many of them are
at math than the U.S.-born students she
taught at Bowie High for the last nine years.
(At Johnston, only a quarter of the regular
students passed the 1lth-grade TAKS in
math in 2003.)

But languagewise, they are at the bottom
of a large and fast-growing heap of AISD stu-
dents classified as limited-English proficient
— 17,000, including 4,000 high schoolers,
out of a total population of 78,000.
According to associate superintendent for
high schools Rosalinda Hernandez, it was
about 18 months ago that district officials
began to realize these students needed more
than the standard prescription of small-
group ESL classes and “sheltered” bilingual
instruction in core subjects. But with such
students scattered in small pockets
throughout AISD’s 11 high schools, it
would be very difficult to staff for their
needs on their home campuses. Thus: the
international school-within-a-school at
Johnston. By bringing the students with the
most need to one place, teachers can tailor
regular classes — say, the standard
physics/chemistry class all high schoolers
must take — to different students’ language
levels. After about a year of intensive ESL,
students are expected to return to their
home campuses and regular instruction.

Of course, officials admit there are down-
sides to the model. For one thing, it means
that students brand-new to the United
States have to deal with two new schools in
two years. But Della May Moore, AISD’s
director of bilingual education, says the
benefits outweigh that disadvantage.

“These are valid concerns, but you have
to look at what it brings to students to go to
the international high school,” she said.
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“We’re giving these students intense English
language acquisition, and the opportunity to
be accelerated and individually reviewed. So 1
think at the end of a year, or year and a half, or
six months — where would they have been at a
regular high school, and where are they now?
We know where our immigrant students have
been in regular high schools.”

Plus, administrators point out that small
schools-within-schools are the wave of the edu-
cational future. Large high schools, it is argued,
too often impede the development of positive
relationships with adults, causing many stu-
dents to fall through the cracks. Garza believes
the international school gives its students a
priceless opportunity to learn in a small, nur-
turing community. “Students learn best when
they know and trust their teachers,” she said.

It’s clear that many in the district adminis-
tration agree. “Smaller learning communities”
will likely play a key role in a high school
“redesign” the district is researching this year.
It is possible that within a few years, all AISD
students could be in a school-within-a-school
that fits their interests (and, more contro-
versially, abilities). In this way, the internation-
al school can be seen as a model for things to
come. But given the negative reactions the
school has generated among some community
members, that might not be a good thing.

Space, Students, or
Neighborhood

The beginning of the 2004 school year was
not a peaceful one for Johnston. The AISD
police log for the first month of school shows
fights occurred several times a week until mid-
September, and only slightly abated in the sec-
ond half of the month. But in October, the log
shows only three fights amidst the stolen cell
phones, 911 hang-up calls, classroom disrup-
tions, and bully complaints (“Student reported
another student has been poking her on the
buttocks with a ruler”). Johnston principal
Tabita Gutierrez said by e-mail that Johnston
has not seen an increase in violence over the
last year; AISD police Chief Pat Fuller says the
main increase he’s seen is an increase in peo-
ple asking about violence. Nevertheless, some

continued on p.32
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neighborhood people say the school is going
berserk and that they know why: the inter-
national school.

In late September, Olga Cuellar, education
head for the local chapter of the League of
United Latin American Citizens, appeared at
an AISD board meeting to excoriate the dis-
trict for its decision to place the internation-
al school in Johnston. Since then, she has
held a series of meetings with administra-
tors, trying to get them to do what she feels
they should have done in the first place:
move the international school into its own
facility, or at least to a school that doesn’t
already have as many problems as Johnston.
“They did a disservice to the international
students and the Johnston students by plac-
ing the international school at Johnston,”
she said. “They didn’t place the students
first. What they placed first was space.”

Cuellar says neighborhood kids feel angry
and resentful that a bunch of non-neighbor-
hood students get the nifty new program
while they're left to languish, and that
they’'re expressing these negative feelings
through fights. She says it’s a repeat of when
Johnston housed a liberal arts magnet
school, which was moved to LB]J three years
ago — for example, just as magnet kids dom-
inated the band, three-fourths of the band is
now international students. Finally, Cuellar
argues that the district should have done
much more to involve the community in
developing the school (although the impli-
cation is if they had done so, the school
would have ended up somewhere else).

AISD administrators, not surprisingly,
disagree.

“It’s a shame that the perception has been
negative, because it’s only a benefit to
expose kids to different cultures in different
ways,” said Garza. “But I suppose it’s always
hard for people to accept change.” Assistant
Superintendent Hernandez says putting the
school at half-empty Johnston is the fiscally
responsible thing to do, and that the school
took no teachers or other resources from the
regular students. And she questions whether
Cuellar is the voice of a community, or an
individual with an axe to grind — especially,
she says, because the district did tell parents
the school was coming.

| BILINGUAL ALTERNATIVES

The 170 students at the international
school are just the tip of AISD’s Titanic-sized
bilingual iceberg. Roughly 17,000 of AISD’s
78,000 students - more than one in five -
are classified as limited-English proficient,
requiring some form of English as a Second
Language class, sheltered instruction, or
other accommodation. As this population
grows, many in the district say that meeting
these students’ basic instructional needs is
one of their greatest challenges.

Like many districts in Texas, AISD currently
depends heavily on “alternative certification”

“I understand a few people feel there was-
n't enough of a dialogue, but there was an
open meeting where the principal explained
the concept to the parents,” she said. “But,
that information was made available to par-
ents, so if the individuals making these criti-
cisms weren't parents they wouldn’'t have
been privy to it.” But Cuellar is not alone in
her critique that a single meeting, when the
school was already in the late planning stages,
just wasn't enough. Rita Haecker, president of
the Austin Area Association for Bilingual
Education, also believes the district flubbed
the launch of the school, but she paints a
more nuanced picture. She says the school
could have been a benefit to Johnston — if the
district had involved the community earlier in
the planning process, and if similar efforts
were made to launch new programs for
Johnston kids. But because that didn’t hap-
pen, she said, the school simply adds to a
larger atmosphere of upheaval. “Just saying,
‘Oh, we have 10 empty classrooms’ isn’t a
good reason to put a program in a school,”
Haecker said. “Johnston was already going
through a lot of changes and turmoil, and was
not ready, in my mind, to take on this whole
huge issue of having another school in it.”

Recent and ongoing changes include
three principals in four years and an annual
teacher turnover rate of 18%. Within that
context, it’s conceivable that the problem is
not the international school per se, but the
way it was introduced (or not) to the
Johnston community. “I think the interna-
tional school was just the last straw,” said
Haecker. “This has been building up for sev-
eral years; if it hadn’t been the international
school, it would have been something else.”

Rules or Race?

Ask any Johnston student whether there
were a lot of fights this year, and you’ll prob-
ably get an affirmative answer. Ask them
why, and the international school is most
likely not what they’ll mention. Instead, it’s
“the rules.” “Johnston isn’t that bad of a
school, but the new rules are messing with
everybody,” said Angel Guerra, a 17-year-
old with an explosive mane of thick, black
hair. “It’s making the students tense, so they
take out their anger on the other students.”

programs for instructors to meet this need -
more than half of the new bilingual teachers
certified last year took the alternative route.
These are accelerated programs for college
graduates that make it easier for, say, a laid-
off tech guy, or a twentysomething who
learned his mom was right about the career
prospects of an art history B.A., to give
teaching a try. Ninety of the 138 bilingual
teachers AISD hired last year came from
such programs, some of which consist entire-
ly of online classes and as little as two weeks
observing a real, live classroom. - R.PM.

JOHN ANDERSON

Science teacher Denise Norris

“It’s like a jail,” said junior Angela
Musgrove, whose T-shirt, Chuck Taylors,
and armload of jelly bracelets are all black.
When it’s pointed out that most high
schoolers feel like they’re in jail, she clari-
fies. “Yeah, but it’s really like a jail. It’s like
a prison!”

Jason Redding, a thoroughly blinged-out
16-year-old in rhinestone earrings and a
hubcap medallion (complete with function-

hasn’t helped. “We didn’t even know the inter-
national kids were coming until they were
here,” he said. “That wasn’t a good idea.”
Teenagers, of course, don’t like rules. And
many parents no doubt welcome a watchful
police presence, especially when there are fre-
quent fights. But while the debate is far from
over as to whether strict discipline helps or
exacerbates school violence, it is also clear
that the district could do more to keep prom-

WHILE THE SCHOOL APPEARS TO BE SETTLED
IN JOHNSTON FOR GOOD, THE NATURE OF
THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING IT COULD
TEACH THE DISTRICT A FEW LESSONS ABOUT
HOW IT MIGHT BUILD, RATHER THAN UNDERMINE,
THE COMMUNITY SUPPORT ITS
HIGH SCHOOLS SO BADLY NEED.

al spinning rim), agrees. “They’re trying to
change too much too fast,” he said.
“Teenagers want to be rebellious, and if you
make all these rules, they’re going to react.”
The “rules,” students say, include the
brand-new dress code and an increased
police presence (Johnston has two police
officers and three security guards, an appar-
ent consequence of the district’s increasing
emphasis on security after a couple of
recent, high-profile incidents). They com-
plain of locked doors impeding access
between different parts of the school.
(Principal Gutierrez confirms only that
before-school access is often limited to the
front of the building to “allow for close
monitoring.”) And all the students are
under the impression that anyone who gets
in a fight will be immediately exiled to the
district’s alternative learning center.
However, Justin Hickman, a junior with
intricate braids and thoughtful eyes, says the
situation is more complicated. While he
acknowledges that a harsher disciplinary envi-
ronment has been raising tensions, he also
agrees with Cuellar that Johnston students
have serious race-relation problems, ones that
the international school — which he believes
was dropped on the school out of the blue —

ising new programs from being bogged down
in misunderstanding and bad feelings.

After all, even if it’s not true that the inter-
national school suddenly made everyone
freak out, as critics have charged, the nega-
tive perception that it did do so is bad
enough. While change always comes with a
certain amount of controversy and resist-
ance, it seems clear that district administra-
tors could defuse much of this tension by
building a solid public case that it seeks out
community involvement, early and often,
when it considers major change to its pro-
grams. The district has already held one
open house on the high school redesign; a
second one is coming on Nov. 30. More, it
seems, may be needed.

Despite the wider controversy, Michael
Martinez is obviously thrilled to be at the
international school. He has his complaints
— he’d like the opportunity to get to know
more of the regular Johnston students, for
example — but his English is progressing
and he feels well on his way to his dream
job of computer technician. He’ll probably
be ready for regular classes at his home
school by next year. But when the time for
that comes, he says, he’ll apply for a trans-
fer back to Johnston.
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Caxr Accident?

Austin, TX - A free report is now available
to auto accident victims that reveals the
hidden truth about hidden injuries caused
by “low impact” auto accidents, or “fender
benders”. These hidden injuries are often
overlooked by emergency room doctors
and left untreated, may lead to years of pain
and suffering.... even arthritis. This free
report reveals information most insurance
companies hope car accident victims never
learn. To get you copy of this free report
entitled “The Hidden Truth About Car
Accident Injuries!” call the toll-free 24 hour

recorded message at 1-888-207-9227.

2599
Gyplsa
SALE

single vision, includes frame
Over 200 styles to choose from
$39 exam rebate when presenting prescription
Expires 12-31-2004

ERICAN FANILY OPTICAL

7 Burnet Road Wm Cannon @ Westgate
-7562 326-2112

= Everything you need
to make your
holidays truly special!

Handmade pottery, |ewe|ry, stained glass, blown glass,
garden art, sculpture, turned wood, candles, and more!

Don’t miss our
Customer Appreciation Sale
Saturday December 11, 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

SUNSET CANYON POTTERY
“Your Place for Texas Made Fine Craft”

4002 E Hwy 290 e Dripping Springs, TX 78620 (3 miles east of Dripping Springs and 10 miles west of the “Y" in Oak Hill)
512 894-0938 © Hours: Monday-Saturday—10-6:30, Sunday—11-5 « www.sunsetcanyonpottery.com

NO LAWYERS! SAVE MONEY!

M help yoir Fepresent Poursell with fow cost, fast,

g ACCHPATe dOCHRICHT PREparation service
A DVOrCe. . .ciecececcccrmnrnans 5390
et ' BankruptCy.......ccooomueimnnnnns $249
| = Incorporation.....c..ccceeieens %399
4 Living Trust....ccccoiviiniicineas £399

A We The People

Document Preparation Senvice
Fal FORE P30 Aoy Sothuemdde

Office In Austin. 13729 Research Bivd. 312-996-8558

Li=ale Zvac=nickl, Przankail

Tle parne & scmple
Jood for your special pet

CIII.IFORNIII NATURAL
$300 OFF A meciom or largebog |

ff 12-31-04
Made with specifically selected expires
=% nutrient-rich ingredients

et -

SOUTH
Lakehills Shopping Center
Ben White & South Lamar
Mon-Sat 9-8 © Sun 1-5

512-445-4549

el e et

CENTRAL
908 East 491/ St. at Airport Blvd.
Mon-Fri 9-6 * Sat 10-4
(losed Sundays
512-452-1560

CEDAR PARK
202 Walton Way

WESTLAKE
Randalls Shopping Center
3300 Bee Caves Rd.
Mon-Sat 9-7  Sun 1-5

512-306-1121

(In front of Wal-Mart)
512-260-8566
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DON’T RIDE THE BENCH.

BE AN MVP.

LOG ON TO DEVRYSUCCESS54.COM

At DeVry University, we’re all about reality.
Like our real-world approach to education,
designed for success in real-world jobs.

Here’s how DeVry gets you there:

o (Classes are offered days, nights or weekends

Call 1-800-276-6054 to — onsite and onling

find out more about our
DeVry location near you.

 Qur location is convenient to where you

live or work
Austin o Year-round programs mean you can earn a

four-year degree, in just three years

o Master’s Degree programs are available at our
Keller Graduate School of Management

DeVry \J

University

WHERE SUCCESS STORIES BEGIN.

Log on or call now.
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LETTERS @ 3AM

SCREW THE RHETORIC,
D1G THE NUMBERS

The gab doesn’t jibe with the numbers. The
numbers don’t say, “Democrats lost on moral
values.” The numbers say, “Democrats were
out-organized and didn’t play hard enough to
their base — yet still almost won.”

Scan the results and imagine the possibili-
ties (stats are from Nov. 7’s New York Times
unless otherwise noted):

e Moral values and the religious right? The
Christian Science Monitor (Nov. 15) reported
that 16% of Americans want to ban all abor-
tions, and yet 22% of them voted for Kerry. A
hefty number. If Democrats would talk to these
people, instead of dissing and/or talking down
to them, the number could have been heftier.
(We must never go soft on choice. But we must
recognize that we have anti-choice con-
stituents, then find out why they voted for
Kerry, then use that information to reach out
for more.) In 2000 and 2004, Democrats won
39% of people who attend church at least once
aweek. Republicans won 59% in 2000, 61% in
2004 — their mere 2% rise did not account for
the election. In fact, Democrats won 40% of all
Protestants in 2000 and 2004; Republicans
won 58% in 2000, 59% in 2004. A piddling
1% rise. It wasn’t the religious right that won
this election for George W. Bush.

e Gay marriage. Sixty percent of Americans
say they support either gay marriage (25%) or
civil unions (35%). Those numbers didn’t lose
the election.

® Red states and counties — the rural vote.
Not much change. Republicans won 59% in
2000 and 59% in 2004. They played to their
base and held it, but didn’t gain. Democrats
won 37% in 2000 and 40% in 2004, actually
increasing rurally. Again: If Democrats would
talk to these people, instead of dissing and/or
talking down to them, the numbers would
have been better.

Since the election I've heard a lot of
Democrats spew a lot of whiney, simplistic
nonsense about “the red states” — ignoring that
in those states millions voted their way. (Stats

BY MICHAEL VENTURA

are from CNN.com.) Texas: 4,519,023 for
Bush — 2,827,756 for Kerry. Do we just write
off nearly 3 million Texans? Mississippi:
671,027 for Bush — 445,596 for Kerry. Do we
just forget nearly half a million Mississippians?
Kansas: 717,507 for Bush — 420,846 for Kerry.
Alabama: 1,174,348 for Bush — 691,993 for
Kerry. Virginia: 1,662,484 for Bush -
1,396,269 for Kerry. Georgia: 1,889,832 for
Bush — 1,345,198 for Kerry. Wyoming, Dick
Cheney’s state: 167,127 for Bush — 70,620 for
Kerry (nearly one out of three). About the same
percentage for Nebraska: 485,766 for Bush —
234,236 for Kerry. These are states that
Democrats, and their oh-so-bourgeois helpers
(MoveOn.org, etc.), utterly ignored. If we had-
n’t, the numbers would be better.

In smaller cities and towns (population
10,000 to 50,000) Republicans went down a
whopping 9% of the vote, from 59% in 2000 to
50% in 2004. Democrats increased 10% — 38%
in 2000, 48% in 2004. We came within 3% of
winning these areas, and might have won more
if we hadn’t all but ignored them. Again, we
shouldn’t soften our positions; but we need to
communicate more widely, more directly, and
in terms these areas relate to.

You might say, “What’s the point of playing
to the red states; we still wouldn’t have won
them?” Two reasons: Our general vote total
would have increased — instead of losing the
popular vote by 3% we might have lost by 2%
or less. Which might mean that elected
Democrats would be a little less timid. But
more important: Red state Democrats would
have felt supported instead of isolated; might
have felt inspired instead of ignored; and they
might now feel more reason to organize and
fight for next time. Instead, most feel lost and
mocked. Surrounded, without help.

To discount them is to desert them. You
can’t build a grassroots base by ignoring people
who agree with you. This country is seriously
divided, but the numbers prove the divide isn’t
as bad as the talking heads would have us

JASON STOUT

believe. And the numbers prove something
more: The divide is not irreversible. But it will
be, if Democrats don’t take all their con-
stituents seriously.

e Suburbs. Democrats didn’t gain: 47% in
2000, 47% in 2004. Republicans gained by
exactly their winning margin: 3% — 49% in
2000, 52% in 2004. But 3% ain’t much, and
ain’t solid. The suburbs will be hardest hit if,
for instance, gas prices rise or the housing
and/or credit bubbles burst. Grassroots organ-
izing in the suburbs is crucial, or Democrats
won't be in position to take advantage of this
administration’s mistakes and reversals. One
big lesson of 2004: Begin organizing, intensely,
more than 10 months before an election. Now
would be good.

e Midsize cities and towns with popula-
tions between 50,000 and 500,000. Here the
Democrats slipped badly: 57% in 2000, 49%
in 2004. Republicans gained splendidly: 40%
in 2000, 49% in 2004. Note that the final total
is an even split. Again, the divide isn’t irre-

versible, but Republicans have the momentum.
To fight back, serious activists need research,
not rhetoric. Town by town. Street by street.
Discover who changed their vote and why, and
what would be needed to get them back.

e The youth. Not enough showed up. But
soon there will be a draft. They’ll come next time.

e Hispanics. How did a Catholic candidate
blow the Hispanic vote so badly? Democrats
dropped from 67% in 2000 to 56% in 2004,
while Republicans went from 31% to 43%. Yes,
abortion and gay marriage had something to do
with it, as did the overt campaigning of many
Catholic clergy. But again, these people were
not addressed, not taken sufficiently seriously.
You rarely heard a damn thing about them from
any prominent Democrat. (Here I must apolo-
gize to my brother Vinnie, who said eight
months ago that Kerry needed to pick Gov.
Richardson of New Mexico, a Hispanic, for
vice-president. “He picks Richardson and he’s
in,” said Vinnie. I told him Richardson was too
light-weight. But John Edwards carried no

KidGenius Toys
1706 So. Congress

448-2200
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STOP! The War

inside yourself
Free talk and Booksigning with

Eli Jaxon-Bear

author of
“Sudden Enlightenment
Into Direct Realization”

7:30pm Friday Dec. 3 at
Whole Life Books

1006 S. Lamar 11-9 443-6794
Open 11-9 Mon-Sat, 12-6 Sundays
Austin’s Largest Spiritual

and Metaphysical Bookstore

Visit our store Lo experience the sights,
sounds and textures of intriguing

eations handcrafted by skilled artisans

¥

from 3

TEM THOUSAND

VILLAGES:

LI YaLr pl,Jr'r:}'ia:-_T.::- hu;:lpg

craftspeople provide food and education
for their families.

Fairly Traded Handicrafts From Around The World

1317 South Congress Avenue * 512.440.0440
OPEN MON., WED.-SAT. 11AM-7PM * TUE. 11AM-8PM * SUN. 1PM-5PM




weight — not even his own state, which went J oum us

for Bush. If Hispanics had their first national H O |_ I D A Y A R T F E S T I V A L 2 0 0 4 fov our

candidate, their vote would have made the dif- Gvand
ference. Take it from a son of immigrants: _ .
Immigrants vote nationality. Vinnie remem- AUSTIN MUSEUM OF ART-LAGUNA GLORIA Openan |
bered his roots; I forgot.) Celebration

The Democrats forgot their roots, too. And
that, without question, is what lost it for
Kerry. The numbers are as irrefutable as they
are stunning;:

® Big cities. In cities of 500,000 or more, the
Democrats slipped from 71% in 2000 to 60% in
2004. That 11-point slide cost the election —
while Republicans, on the other hand, rose 13
points, from 26% to 39%. Look at what that
meant in the megalopolis of South Florida (USA
Today, Nov. 4). Palm Beach County turnout was

Satuvday, i
Nov. 27t

Bring your whole family to this 5
Enj oy drinks and

holiday art market held on the

Refrveshments

as you browse
thvough Austin's :
Newest Collection [ &+
of premium q'ufts B

beautiful lakeside grounds of the

newly restored Austin Museum

of Art—Laguna Gloria, featuring high quality work in

70% in 2000, but only 62% in 2004. In Miami- ceramics, wood, fiber, painting, sculpture, paper, fovd}fygﬁ
Dade, turnout was 72% in 2000, 67% in 2004. ) and body.
That’s what lost Florida, not voting machines. metal, jewelry, and photography. The Museum Store D 0

: : oovrs ern
Nationally, Democrats lost 2% of African- will sell the original Laguna Gloria holiday ornament, Fei N P
American voters; Republicans gained 3%. vl., Nov. 26
Many of the urban poor (black, brown, and and the Driscoll Villa will be open to visitors. 0
white) didn’t even try to vote. And why should peR

. . Mon.~Sat.

they? The last thing the Democrats did for the 10-7pm
urban poor (under Bill Clinton) was cut wel-
fare, cut school lunches, cut cut cut. Bush cut Sunday

more, and the Democrats didn’t fight him noon~5pm

hard. The urban poor have less reason to
believe in Democrats than any other group.
Also: They don’t have many computers, so the
bourgeois Net campaign didn’t reach them.
Nor were enough activists knocking on their
doors and campaigning face to face. The elec-
tion ignored them, so many of them ignored
the election. Promises won’t win them back,
but fighting for them might. Lesson: If you can
energize the urban poor, you can win next
time; if you won'’t fight for them, the next elec-
tion is yours to lose again.
For the next four years Democrats in Congress The festival will be held, rain or shine.
are probably going to run scared. Many terrible Saturday, November 27, 10 am - 5 pm

things will come of that. But Democrats on the
ground had better run tough. Organize. Educate. Sunday, November 28, 10 am - 5 pm
Lead. Be ready — ready to take advantage of the
certain disasters that await us. The numbers
don’t lie: Our country is divided, but it’s not

Come Ona My Ususe

il fer e, Taurs, and Loma
Located at 4500 Avenue B

Two blocks east of Guadalupe
at the covner of 45th and Avenue B

TRAVEL
LIKE YOU
MEAN IT.

Festival Admission: $7; Museum Members $3.

as black and white (or red and blue) as the
pundits say. It will be if we don’t act, if we Friends of Laguna Gloria and children under 12 free.
don’t reach out to all our constituencies, if we )
don’t learn to talk plainly and with respect to All proceeds benefit The Art School. Great Student Airfares
people who are different culturally, or are une- Refreshments will be sold.
ducated, left out, left behind. Organize.
Educate. Lead. On the very street where you Win a free art class! London.........
live. And on the street where you work. And
on the streets where you’re most needed. Paris.............
There is no other ground for the future. W Gardens, Real and Imagined Madrid
This exhibition is organized by the Austin Museum | @RS, | | T T
of Art and runs through September 25, 2005. It Rome.............
is generously supported by Earl Broussard and Li
BAN KR U PTCY TBG Partners, Corey and Patty Hoffpauir and M-
Free |n|t|a| COHSUHation The Garden Room, Peggy O’Shaughnessy, Ca petown.....
Payment Plans as LOW as and The Friends of Laguna Gloria. New York.. ... -
$50 per month* Vancouver......$428 &/ ‘
5 &

Gary L. Mann, Attorney at Law AUSTIN
512 East Riverside Drive, Suite 105
Austin, Texas 78704 MUSEUM

(512) 693-9000 0 ART oo

LAGUNA GLORIA R, P s

Subject to change and availability. Valid until Dec. 14th,
2004. Taxes and other applicable fees are not included.
Fares are roundtrip from Austin.

—Ei:!TRAVEL -

[ www.statravel.com 'J

*We will provide credit relief today and file upon final payment.
Licensed to practice law by the Texas Supreme Court

Not certfied by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization 3809 West 35th Street - Austin, Texas 78703 - 512.323.6380 - www.amoa.org (512) 472.2900

www.gmannlaw.com

2116 Guadalupe St.
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Holiday Wish Lists 2004

Thank you.

So easy to say. So difficult to
embrace.

“Thank you.”

Thanking God is big these days.

As in: “Thank you, God, for
delivering us from the maw of death
at the hands of J
(You may fill in blank with whatever
natural disaster, economic down-
fall, or imagined or real bogeyman
tweaks your fear knobs the most.)

Yeah, lots of tragedy. Sucks. For
them.

If we don’t personally suffer from
it, then God must love us.

Hmmmmmmm.

That type of gratitude is hol-
low. Seems shortsighted. Seems
mean-spirited. Seems really greedy,
cheesy, smug, and sheltered.

Whatever God does exist, I imag-
ine her to be like wizened grandma
at a special family event, enjoying
the special occasion of attention,
the “oohhh”-ing and “aahhh”-ing
over lavish presents, and showering
of gratitude — yet, all the while won-
dering if her family really appreci-
ates and knows what to do with the
gifts it already has.

Here is our annual Holiday Wish
List list. We are grateful for these
and other area organizations that
fill the gaps that we, as the most
wealthy and organized society ever
to set foot on Earth, still seem to
create. Somehow, despite the appall-
ingly ample amount of resources at
our fingertips, some of our own still
need. Our desperately and deliberate-
ly crumbling social service structure
reminds me of the family with the
brand new Cadillac whose kids get

sent out in storms without a raincoat.
Do we really do this to our own?

It is important to remember that
the groups that serve to fill society’s
needs also have needs of their own.
In these cases, very specific needs,
hence this list.

We've asked groups for five items,
with the understanding that cash,
volunteers, computers, and printers
are fairly universal. We encourage
you to call these folks for the very
specific items and brand names that
would serve them best. Many more
groups will participate in this, and
whatever is not here in print may be
accessed online.

We hope you find this list most
useful. Literally.

Happy holidays, every one.

And Thank You.

— Kate X Messer; list compiled by
Reena Karia and Kate Getty

ALLGO

www.allgo.org

701 Tillery, 472-2001

* Scanner

* Printing services or discount on printing

* Copier and printer paper

* Archival supplies

* Film/video production services to docu-
ment cultural events

AIDS Services of Austin
www.asaustin.org

PO Box 4874, Austin, 78765,

458-2437

¢ A heavy-duty, side-by-side refrigerator

* Conference room chairs

* Comfortable desk and side chairs

» Office-supply gift certificates

* Locking file cabinets

Any Baby Can

www.abcaus.org

1121 E. Seventh, 454-3743

* Ages 0-2 — warm clothes, nursery items,
mobiles, and musical toys

* Ages 2-4 — warm clothes, books, kids
games, trucks, and dolls

* Ages 4-6 — warm clothes, Barbie dolls,
skates, scooters or skateboards,
educational toys (LeapFrog), books, board
games, puzzles, colors sets, and paints

* Ages 6-8 — warm clothes, watches, cam-
eras, shoes or tennis shoes,
dolls or Barbie dolls, and educational toys

* Ages 8-10 — warm clothes, make-up sets,
nail polish, beauty supplies, jewelry,
fashionable clothes, purses, watches,
skateboards, cameras, soccer balls or
footballs, baseball/softball gloves, sports
gear, and tennis shoes

Austin Free-Net
www.austinfree.net

206 E. Ninth #13.109, 326-9084
* LCD projector

* Wireless access points

¢ Ergonomic chairs

* CD burners

* Desktop publishing software

Austin Habitat for

Humanity

www.austinhabitat.org, www.re-store.com
310 Comal #100, 472-8788

¢ Land — donations or good price

* Overhead projector

¢ Used building materials at our RE-stores
* Delivery truck

* Paint spray rig

Austin Humane Society

124 W. Anderson, 837-7985

www.austinhumanesociety.org

¢ Canned cat food

* Nonclumping cat litter

* Stainless steel 9- to 10-inch-diameter
dog bowls

¢ Laundry detergent

* 10-foot-by-12-foot-by-11-foot-3-inch
Woodmaster storage shed (available at the
Home Depot)

Austin Outreach and
Community Service

Center

8101 Cameron #104, 833-0444

» Office supplies (copy paper, ink jet paper,
and laser printer paper)

* Cabinets for storage and coats

* Couch and chairs

* Bottled water for one year

Casa Marianella
www.casamarianella.org

821 Gunter, 385-5571

* Phone cards

* Walkmen

¢ Sweatshirts

* Bath towels

* Work shoes

Equal Justice Center

www.equaljusticecenter.org

510 S. Congress #206, 474-0007 x101

* Mini DV camera or digital still camera

* Design help for logo, Web site, newsletters,
brochures, marketing materials, etc.

¢ Stamps/postage

 File cabinets, bookshelves, brochure racks

¢ Laptop PCs — Pentium 4 class 1.0 gigahertz
or better

* Refrigerator
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* Southwest Airlines Rapid Rewards tickets or
other frequent flyer credits

* DVD player

* TV for educational programs

Girls Empowerment
Network Austin

www.genaustin.org

PO Box 3122, Austin, 78764,

414-0472

¢ LCD projector

* TV/VCR combo

* Stamps

e A dolly

* Laminator

» Office and art supplies

* Door prizes & volunteer recognition gifts
(small gifts/certificates)

* Name tag labels

* Floor rug

* Disposable cameras

The Griffin School
www.griffinschool.org

710 E. 41st, 454-5797

* PR/design services, either per project or
ongoing

* Visits from local, working artists for assem-
blies and workshops

* Roofing services

* A bus or three vans

* A/V and electronics repairperson; AV
repair service and ongoing maintenance

* Laser printers or three-in-ones or printing

services

Inside Books Project
647-4803

* Digital mail scales

* Dictionaries (English and Spanish/English)
* Postage

* Mailing supplies

* Books

Lesbian/Gay Rights
Lobby of Texas

www.lgrl.org

PO Box 2340, 78768, 474-5475
* Airline miles

» Software with licenses

* Printer toner cartridges

* LaserJet mailing labels

* Printer and copier paper

PRESENTS FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

LifeWorks

www.lgrl.org

1800 Lavaca #110, 482-9474

* Adopt-a-Family
1) Families range in size from 2-10
individuals.
2) All families are currently or have
recently received services from one or
more LifeWorks programs.
3) A variety of gift delivery drop-off dates
and times are available.
4) As a guideline to donors, LifeWorks
suggests that donors spend between $50
and $100 per individual in the family plus
a gift card for groceries.

* Adopt-a-Youth
1) Donors may adopt an individual youth
or a group of youths from our programs.
2) Youths range from 16-21.
3) A variety of gift delivery drop-off dates
and times are available.
4) In order to maintain equity and fairness
within the house, LifeWorks suggests that
donors spend between $50 and $60
per youth.

* Sponsor a Holiday Party
1) You provide food and decorations for
the holiday party
2) Assist with recruiting volunteers to
provide stocking stuffers for each of the
party’s guests. LifeWorks suggests that
donors spend $35-50 per youth on
a gift card to one of the many larger retail
stores (i.e., Target, Wal-Mart, HEB, etc.)
that stock clothes, food, and other
essential items.

MonkeyWrench Books

www.monkeywrenchbooks.org

110 E. North Loop, 407-6925

* New window (because mean people broke
the last one and tagged on the one
before that)

* A projector (because we are tired of
watching movies on a small TV screen)

* New stereo (because ours is on the verge
of not working at all)

* A new sign (criteria: bright, neon, big, gaudy)

Out Youth

www.outyouth.org

909 E. 49%>, 419-1233

* Surveillance cameras (they were recently
vandalized)

* New printer

* Wireless Internet access for four computers

¢ Accountant for 2004 audit

» Office supplies

Project Transitions Inc.

www.projecttransitions.org

7101-B Woodrow, 454-8646

* Patio furniture

* Movie tickets

* Paper products (tissues, paper towels, napkins)

* CDs and DVDs

* Gift cards for household items from stores
like Target or Wal-Mart

Rude Mechanicals

www.rudemechs.com

2211-A Hidalgo, 472-9472

* Power tools (cordless drills, new table saw,
mig welder, drill press)

* Video and film projectors of just about
any kind

« Airline miles (yes, we're serious)

* Guest-artist housing

* Cameras (digital and video)

* Dry cleaning services

 Sign-making services

* Theatrical lighting instruments

* Comfy chairs for sitting

SafePlace

www.austin-safeplace.org

1515-A Grove, 267-SAFE

¢ Arts and crafts supplies

* Educational/interactive toys for toddlers
and children up to age 12

* Teen gifts such as Walkmen, tapes/CDs,
games

* Gift cards to grocery stores or general
stores like Wal-Mart or Target

* Diapers size 4-6 and pull-ups, baby wipes,
and baby care (powder, shampoo, etc.)

Texas Abortion and
Reproductive Rights

Action League
www.taral.org

462-1661

e Stamps

* Folding chairs

* Postage machine

« Office supplies

Texas Homeless

Network
www.thn.org

200 E. Eighth, 482-8270
o TV

* VCR

* TV/VCR combo
Victory Grill

1104 E. 11th, 542-0098

* Archiving supplies, framing/matting in
black, silver, browns

* Large Christmas tree

* Indoor/outdoor red carpet

* Discs for Sony Mavica digital camera

Williamson County

Crisis Center

www.wccc.info

211 Commerce #103, Round Rock, 255-1212

* Vinyl mattress covers in twin, full, queen

* Personal toiletries and containers for them

* Videos, VHS for moms, teens, and children

* Economical phone cards and gift cards
(HEB, Target, etc.)

* Hair dryers, irons, grooming appliances, etc.

Wright House Wellness

Center

www.thewrighthouse.org

4301-B N. I-35, 467-0088

* Food and snacks for clients

» Padded folding chairs for support groups

* Household items (bedding, towels,
cookware, etc.)

* Brand spanking new vacuum cleaner

* Shelving units for fitness class supplies

YMCA of Austin
www.austinymca.org

1100 W. Cesar Chavez, 322-9622

* Children’s books for ages 3-10 for our
reading program

30 vinyl beanbag chairs for the reading
centers at our 15 afterschool sites

30 LeapFrog math books

Halloween costumes and dress-up items
for children ages 3-6

Items to equip a science/nature center:
15 microscopes, 30 magnifying glasses,
30 butterfly nets, 30 pairs of binoculars,
other elementary-age appropriate items in
multiples of 15
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THE SALE OF YOUR DONATIONS IS USED TO FUND EMPLOYMENT
PROGRAMS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND OTHER
BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT. WWW.AUSTINGOODWILL.ORG

* LOOK FOR OUR AD IN THE SBC SOUTHWESTERN BELL YELLOW PAGES ‘S4B

Austin's Largest Antique, Collectible and Vintage Flea Market

www.citywidegaragesale.com
ANTIQUES
:ﬂﬁmm Sign up on our weh site

DEPRESSION GLASS for email updates and $1 off
ADVERTISING MEMORAEILIA

CHINA Admission Coupons!
TEXAS COLLECTIBLES

FISHING LURES WWW.CWES.COm
AMERICAMA
MILITARIA

ARCHITECTURAL
VINTACGE CLOTHING

EURGPEAN ANTIGQUES
ESTATE JEWELRY
BOOKS
COME

FINE LACE
CHINTE
MAMILIGA
FIME LINENS

Palmer Event Ctr - ﬂi.lstin

Barton Springs @ Bouldin Ave

Free Parking in the

Palmer Parking Garage
(with paid admission)

Nov 27-28

SAT 10a-5p SUN 1la-5p

— Loyt wwesicen Bell

Adults $4

Lose the razor.
Forget the harr.

Say good-bye to shaving. Learn about our easy and affordable,
physician-certified, painless hair removal system: just come in today
for a free, no-obligation private consultation. You'll like our interest
free payment plan and written satisfaction guarantee. And you'll
love the way you look—and feel.

Fall Special $250 off any 6-treatment package.*

___LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Treatments starting at: A\

Upper Lip ..coveveveieieieie $99.95 i

Bikini Ling .....vveoveerveeroeeen $159.95 American Laser

Underarms ...........ccccoevevvenen. $179.95 Centers

Lower Legs .....ccveverieeiiennnne. $259.95 www.americanlaser.com
Financing Available 1-800-578-8069

*May not be combined with any other offer. AUSTIN
ROUND ROCK
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HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS

FEATURING LOCAL AUSTIN RETAILERS

Armadillo

Christmas Bazaar

December 11-24
H : He, A Ilam=11pm
bt N TR Austin Music Hall

Wi ||||.'rJ-i'1

b g Cloth
E@}“
b

Fine Art Extraordinary Gifts Live Music Nightly

.?.-'IHH W "mdi.ni-un 445-4489

I'|-|||||| SSariandoy 107
5 e i e f e

Guitarshop Shirt
M-XL $49.95/XXL
$51.95

www.armadillobazaar.com 512-447-1605
Live Music & Art Keep Austin Cool

We've Moved!

115 East 6th Street
Across from the Driskill » (512) 708-1700
www.wildaboutmusic.com

Shop Early!

Bring in this ad for one
free gift wrap
One per person * Expires 12/1

Explore your imagination
this season - make your own

gifts this year!

M Nomadic Notions

Beads, Gifts, Jewelry,
Classes, Parties, Repairs

Call for Holiday Hours!

3010 W. Anderson Lane
g 454-0001

2426 Guadalupe Street
i 478-8200
Call about our free
validated parking
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3rd & Nueces, Downtown 5 Blocks West of Congress

TO/START{HOLIDAY'SHOPPING

20126 Sriadalupe § ‘W{:*"»E%,
(next fo Mojo’s)

)12.412.3)3)

5
10% OFF
ANY ITEM
WITH THIS AD

Excludes sale items  Expires 12.31.04

World Wind Kites
7208 McNeil Dr.
250.9454 www.IKITE.com

i urtle "|_:? Ao t 1-::1[.1 bt | 2% | {.:L:n:[:-ear!ﬂ
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[ himese [erbs
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Aunt |'|| itima 5 _aricsitis s

F}..- l: :||..-'_||T... 11 'ﬂ'-.l =hin

P, 452-1418
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This year's hottest gift?
Gift certificates!

Buy them online @
AustinGiftCertificates.com

Coupon Code: 1101141099 Expires 12.17.04

($20 minimum purchase required)

Save $5.00

GHMEFRICANMIFATHEE

* 25 INHOVATIVE DESIGNS

* 70 TOP GRAIN LEATHERS
BHD LLTRASUEDE

* SECTIONALS & SLEEPERS TOD

CARTTER

+ 750 DESIGMER FABRICS
= 75 FRAME STYLES

*ALS0 1M MODULAR
COMFIGLURATIONS

J20-970%

Rl
220 5. Cangress MG‘
weew, vaurlivingroam.cam FATET

Wine
Afficionados
Gift Guide

Screw Pull Elegance
Wine Opener $150

From waiters' openers to
all the best lever style cork
pullers, our corkscrew
selection offers the best
tools for removing the cork.

$5.50 - 150

%)

Reidel Wine Glasses

Reidel Crystal is leading the
glassware revolution in the
U.S. You will find everything
you need to properly serve a
bottle of wine from elegant
decanters to coasters, drop
rings, and wine preservation.

$11-30

BREED K CO.

Hardware-Homeware-Garden

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
For THE FINEST GIFTS ... ALL YOU NEED IS BREED!

718 WEST 29TH STREET 474.6679
3663 BEE CAVE RoAD 328.3960
WWW.BREEDANDCO.COM

Qe
5%3\@_

1,
et

30% Off Sube

Fall is here and it's time to clean out the closet!
Fill up on all your favorites and receive 80% off

Thanksgiving weekend, Friday 26th — Sunday 28th.”

*Excludes jewelry and accessories.

G_lcp ( vt oo

clothing jewelry access:

Cornerof 5thand Lamar ~ 322.0501  www.girlnextdool tin.com Mon-Sat11to7 Sun12to5

Vince - DA-NANG - Capitol Tailors - Sacred Blue - Rockin Republic

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS FEATURING LOCAL AUSTIN RETAILERS
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HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS

FEATURING LOCAL AUSTIN RETAILERS

=

1 Casa

A Uniigque Storehouse Of Treasures

# 1700 S. Congress # 707-9797 «
# www.micasagallery.com &

Ameiews gmﬁ%&&%

108 W. 43rd * 453-6207

Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5

to bead _creatlvel

muemw:smx:!
: AT3GIIAHI)B!EGAV!SBI) =
(BETWEEI SALONS05 & TIA' Sﬂm b

0% OFF

enline purchase. ulla
Cymmwpz ; Z},f

CMMTZPWWJJ o, expines 1-15-05.
4107 5. C CX%T . Huy. 7500

912 0204

N\ __ www.baubles-and-beads.com /

OPEN7DAYSA
1 WEEK THROUGH

" CHRISTMAS Tt Recommerds Wty

) 4 | d
328 ceoo .5" - Faith is Matt’s Great Granddaughter -
: : Hobliday Gijt
(3 (3 L3
L]

CLOTHING-GIFTS-ACCESSORIES

SO Ld 355

For Women
For Men

Project E Ju-icy Couture
Mod O Doc Mlc‘huel Stars
Buffalo '-I Halé Bob
GREIEFHAL For Joseph
TREIGIHAL

Vintage Cowboy Shirts & Boots
Charlotte Tarantola

1714B S. Congress Ave.
Thanksgiving Sale - Selected ltems (512) 445-6308
50-75% Off Friday-Sunday Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 12-5

1714B S. Congress Ave.
Thanksgiving Sale - Selected Items (512) 445-6308

50-75% Off Friday-Sunday Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 12-5

40 | THEAUSTIN CHRONICLE | NOVEMBER 26,2004




Photo: andrewshapter.com

THORNTON ROAD

studio complex

30+ artists fri. 12/03/04 5:00-9:00 pm
2311 thornton road sat. 12/04/04 9:00-2:00 pm
behind office depot: south lamar & oltorf info. 512.443.1611

artwork ceramics jewelry glass metal linens lighting ornaments

the
Fourth
Anmuaal

'AVEDA. Boutique

STARTING AT
10AM DAILY

Purchaseany 3 AVEDA Proucts, Receivea dtn FRE

Hurry Limited Time Only - Lesser value item free.

Arboretum 231.1234 Westlake 328.3324
HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS FEATURING LOCAL AUSTIN RETAILERS
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OLIDAY GIFT IDEAS

FEATURING LOCAL AUSTIN RETAILERS

AL JEN] |o==, :
SCOOTERS | Bl(:swtc

i LigeEr ELectec Yemcoes
'g. | For Kios o AL

_‘!:'j::v‘r;_n i |||—|lsn.u=:- .-l.||Jl.|. r:du n-uEn:ndsihc

3700 1/2 Kerbey Lane
Austin, Texas 78731

TUESDAY-FRIDAY
12:00-6:00

10 00 6: OO

e E i '
DrumzAustin.com
] ﬂ'

LAGTS e PERCUSSTON e e OO R i A0C ESSORIrS & CLASSES

( fovraslrill-

“Yhe MotherofaliMer

Before long, we'll all be tired of Christmas L
cookies and bored with eggnog. And don't
even mention that annual culinary punch

line, fruitcake. Still, food makes a great gift.
So take our advice on some slightly more
original choices. Newsweek (Nov. 17th 2003)

1. CURRA'’S GRILL TAMALES
Order varieties like pollo verde (chicken in a tomatillo sauce)

or salpicon de jaiva (crab with tomato and olives) from this Austin landmark.
$9.95 to $24 a dozen, plus shipping; 512-444-0012.

2. CURRA'’'S OAXACAN COFEFEE
Brew addicts know this coffee is among the world’s best,
Voted “Best Cup of Joe In the Morning” by the Austin Chronicle 2003

695-1860 * 6801 Burnet Rd.
444-0012 * 614 E. Oltort

Check out our menus at www.currasgrill.com )
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Eirs¢Bike?,

Give more than a gift .. give a memory!!!

We offer the finest brands in road bikes, mountain bikes,
tri bikes, cruisers, kid's bikes, & all things in between.
Our professional sales staff will help you find
the perfect bike or accessory.

QULLWORKS

OPEN 7 DAYS

512-306-8778
3801 Cap. of TX Hwy.
(in Davenport Village)

360cycleworks.com

Vitace Sik & >,
3 wm SKIRTS, [k




NEED SOME CASH FOR THE III]lIIHIYS'

At Cheapo Discs You Get GASH!
For All Your Unwanted CD's & DVD's. ¢

We Also Have Gift
wwmm Certificates Availahle For
w Do ‘Those Hard To Shop For
=disos&edvd's,., Individuals.

open til e, o Voled Austin's best used CD
midnight store for five straight years!

ok m&w* 10th & Lamar
N\ 512.477.4299 477-4499

T mmﬁ*}" wWwW.cheapoiexas.com

ﬂf/lV T
p 4 .I

\\\‘ \\W
NEW!? Glft Cards

Avwailable in any denomination
T-Shirts make great
gifts! Only $12.93 + tax

Buy any Chuy’s Gift Card & Chuy's T-Shirt and receive a limited edition Chuy's
Christmas ornament FREE available at all Chuy's locations while supplies last

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS FEATURING LOCAL AUSTIN RETAILERS
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Holiday
gift certificates

now on sale!
DIANE SCHUUR

12/3

Two time Grammy winner for
Best Jazz Vocalist

3% RITI C001IDGE

2 HOLIDAY SHOW
12/5

| Featuring holiday favorites
' & her greatest hits

TERRY BOIIO & |
THETOSCA STRINGS

12/12

OR SO & SHGLE IS L 100w T v
lus
51 32-WORLD pa9-6153) (j;ii;!;ow"(jfj’m

Austin American-Statesman

statesman.com . @
kUt Honand@

s
’4’\‘

One World

Yeocele —

IRON & SILK upssvow:
JERRY JEFF WALKER
BALLET INTERNATIONALE

MAYNARD FERGUSON
& HIS BIG BOP NOUVEAU BAND

ATAgH taossvow
JUDY COLLINS
SHAWN COLVIN
KIRK WHALUM
MCCOY TYNER

A NIGHT IN RIO GALA
SERGIO MENDES & BRasiL 2005

OLETA ADAMS

LES BALLET JAZZ pe MONTREAL
RICKY SKAGGS & KENTUCKY THUNDER
KEIKO MATSUI

CALIFORNIA GUITAR TRIO

WINTER SEASON 04| 05

12/5
11
I/m

118
1130
1130

24
Ul
218

2/26
3/4
313
330
4/
478

TOWER OF POWER 53 & 5/4

MANHATTAN TRANSFER

www.oneworldtheatre

6/8

.org

_Leoncio

’S

Candle of Death

i Hal lovwessn |1i5.||1l. 181, an eldearly fiun
weisg raped, Earlally Bssaten, nalilated and
glrargaled in ber bedms=am at thes 5L Franocis
Convert in Amarillo, Tesae, & teenage by
with brain damage was arrested, comescted
and executed for the crime. He claimed
imnocence unlil his death. Twenty-three
vears later, DNA evidence amd
admi==icn's from an incarcerated killer
have proven boyvond a doubt that
Texas has cwcculed an innocent man.

CHIME SCENME FHOTOS &
CRERIT CARD OHDERS
wharal blea dahe-dbBo & KS . e ot

; Anthonv Josef

Bloodshed Books Corporation
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/ZACH ® THE MOST FUN YOU'LL HAVE IN AUSTIN THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

NOW ON STAGE! SEE IT THIS HOLIDAY WEEKEND!

David Sedaris’

‘tal-ahd
\ stztz‘:ezvk.ey“l arieg -

; = Starring ROB WILLIAMS of “The Flaming Idiots!”
f LI OL0 el CL8E A laugh ‘il you cry evening of merrily subversive holiday
{Ausﬁn Chronicle tales and music guaranteed to delight adult audiences!

i'h

Opens Next Week! December 2 - January 2

Great Fun
For The Whole
Family!

OC

CHRISTMAS PARTY

THE ROCK-N-SOUL MUSICAL!
Created and Directed by DAVE STEAKLEY
Austin’s Rockin’ Holiday Tradition Comes Al
Home for the Ho-Ho-Holidays to Play l\:}\*

ZACH’s Intimate Kleberg Stage!

ZACHARY SCOTT THEATRE CENTER ¢ RIVERSIDE DR. AT S. LAMAR
TICKETS BY PHONE! 476-0541, ExT: 1 OR AT WWW.ZACHSCOTT.COM

CHINESE GOLDEN
DRAGON ACROBATS

DECEMBER "1t 41 3 & 7:30 PM

grace | beauty | strength

The best of an honored tradition, mixing award
winning acrobatics, traditional dance, spectacular
costumes, ancient and contemporary theatrics.
Breathtaking skill and spellbinding stunts.

the paramount theatre
austintheatre.org | 469-SHOW




NO ART
LLEFT BEHIND

NEW CAMPAIGN FIGHTS FOR
THE ARTS IN TEXAS SCHOOLS

Tired of arts education being treated
like a redheaded stepchild in Texas public
schools? You might want to consider get-
ting on board with a new movement to
take the issue to state legislators. Log on
to www.goarts.org, and in less time than it
takes to say, “Senator, if I could just have
a moment of your time,” you can add
your name to a petition urging the Lege to
reconsider the recent movement toward a
narrow curriculum of “basic” subjects
and restore a broader and more well-
rounded curriculum in which the arts
play a vital role.

The petition is just one component of a
larger campaign launched by the Texas
Coalition for Quality Arts Education, Texas
Music Educators Association, Texas Music
Project, Texas Educational Theatre
Association, and Texas Dance Educators

and compelling a manner as
possible why the arts matter. A
brochure titled “What Every
Parent, Administrator, and
School Board Member Should

ROBERT FAIRES

Know” lays out the impor-
tance of music, art, theatre,
and dance for those with a direct stake in a
kid’s education, and, once they’re fired up
by the message, an Arts Advocacy CD —
complete with PowerPoint presentation —
provides them with the tools to spread the
word to politicians or anyone else they
want to enlist in the campaign. And the
groups have marked Feb. 28, 2005, as the
day all arts education advocates in Texas
should descend on the state Capitol and
make sure the legislators know there’s a
constituency for this issue, and, by
Mirabeau B. Lamar, it’s organized.

the idea that the Lege will pay any atten-
tion at all to arts educators, especially with
the school finance boogybear still stalking
the Capitol halls, but the fact is they
already have. This past session, the arts ed
coalition finally succeeded in winning pas-
sage of Senate Bill 815, which mandates
that all Texas school districts must use the
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills in
delivering instruction in not only the so-
called foundation subjects of English,
math, social studies, and science but also
in all the enrichment subjects, which
include the arts. That requires schools now

.

education and brings Texas in line with
federal law, which classifies the arts as a
core academic subject.

Of course, that victory, important as it
was, did nothing to beef up funding for
school arts programs, many of which have
been slashed within an inch of their lives or
even killed. That brings us back to the peti-
tion, which implores legislators “to provide
dollars to both restore and fund fine arts
programs in our schools throughout the
state” and “to provide full funding for
Proclamation 2002, which includes new
fine arts textbooks and materials.” For more

SLJE 9H.L

INIYd/SM3N 0S
NOIHSV4 V 4314V 8V
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Association to explain to folks in as clear

No doubt some readers are scoffing at

to meet specific standards in providing arts

information, visit www.txarts.net/tcqae. 1l

s

RESTORING

You can count on the holidays to draw peo-
ple closer together, but this year it's especial-
ly true for Austin’s Latino theatre artists. This
season sees five local Latino theatre compa-
nies joining forces to restore one of the com-
munity’s yuletide traditions: La Pastorela, the
story of the shepherds’ journey to see the
Christ child, enacted with pageantry, old car-
ols, modern jokes, gospel music, and occa-
sionally breakdancing angels and devils.
Throughout the late Nineties, the play was a
December fixture in the warehouse where the
proposed Mexican American Cultural Center
is to be built, but when that building was torn

‘PASTO

-

RELA’

down, the production languished. The last
Pastorela was in 2001.

“Two years without the Pastorela,” says
LUPE Arte Executive Director Verdnica
Castillo-Pérez. “There’s just no excuse. So
back in the spring, a bunch of us got togeth-
er and decided we had to produce it, no
matter what.”

No single company wanted to mount the
play, not so much because of the expense or
effort involved but because, Castillo-Pérez
explains, “the Pastorela does not belong to
any one group.” It belongs to the whole com-
munity. In years past, several organizations

had staged the play cooperatively, so these
artists opted to do the same. LUPE Arte,
Teatro Vivo, TEATRO Humanidad, Nushank
Theater Collective, and Teatro Liberacion-
Liberation Theater came together as a group
— “a very loose group,” notes Castillo-Pérez —
adopted a name, the Austin Latino Theater
Alliance, and began laying the groundwork for
a revival.

The ALTA members found a new space in
the Tillery Street Theater operated by ALLGO,
the Austin Latino/Latina Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual & Transgender Organization. They
reoriented the stage in that space with assis-
tance from artist Alejandro Diaz Jr. and the
Zachary Scott Theatre Center, and obtained
rehearsal space at the elementary school
operated by the University of Texas. In fact,
the project started bringing together many
more people than those in the five organiza-
tions. It brought together people from
throughout the community.

Castillo-Pérez admits to being surprised at
the response, but, she says, “Everybody
wants to see this happen.” And why is that?
“You miss it,” she says. “You know, it's like
we haven’t had a Big Mac in a while — no
pun intended. When you haven’t eaten in a
while, you’re more hungry. Everybody’s just
like, let’s get this done. They're excited.
Forget the election. Forget the economy. We'll
do what we do best.”

That spirited attitude has Castillo-Pérez
anticipating perhaps the best Pastorela ever.
“Maybe it's a good thing that we haven’t had
one in two years,” she suggests. “You come
back with a bigger appetite.” - R.F

La Pastorela runs Dec. 2-18 at the ALLGO Tillery
Street Theater; 701 Tillery. For more information, visit
www.lapastorela.com.

FLASH;

/ More national exposure for Ballet
Austin Artistic Director Stephen Mills.
This time American Ballet Theatre
came calling with a commission to
create a new work for ABT’s Studio
Company, the 8-year-old adjunct com-
pany that takes 12 young dancers of
outstanding potential and prepares
them for professional ballet careers.
Mills” work, set to music by Philip
Glass, will debut at the Skirball Theatre
at New York University on Dec. 3, in a
program that also features an original
piece by Dominic Walsh.

/ Elizabeth Crist, assistant pro-
fessor of Musicology at UT-Austin, is
one of nine writers and editors and
their publishers to be honored by the
American Society of Composers,
Authors & Publishers in the 37th annu-
al ASCAP-Deems Taylor Awards for
outstanding print, broadcast, and new
media coverage of music. Crist was
recognized for her article “Aaron
Copland and the Popular Front,” pub-
lished in the Journal of the American
Musicological Society. She will join the
other honorees at a reception on Dec.
1 at the Walter Reade Theatre in New
York City. -R.F
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NEW ELF IN TOWN

FLAMING IDIOT ROB WILLIAMS TRADES HIS TORCHES FOR THE POINTY
SHOES OF DAVID SEDARIS’ ‘SANTALAND’ HELPER

THEATTC

You know, as career moves go, turning elf isn’t quite the
embarrassment you might think. Certainly didn’t hurt Will
Ferrell’s career. In fact, it took him from goofy supporting
guy to headlining star. A pair of pointy ears made Orlando
Bloom into a Middle-earth dream date for millions
overnight. And while the curly-cap, slave-to-Santa bit was
humiliating, David Sedaris was able to parlay it into a bit-
ingly funny piece of writing, a colossally popular recorded
adaptation on National Public Radio, and a career as one of
the country’s best-known and smartest satirists. Closer to
home, it helped make Martin Burke one of Austin’s most-
recognized and best-loved stage actors.

So just because Rob Williams is donning that gay
apparel with the starburst collar and the jingling bells,
don’t think it an act of desperation fueled by the dis-
banding of the Flaming Idiots. No, that comedic trio, of
which Williams was one-third for the past 20-odd years,
went out in a blaze of glory: record sellout crowds locally,
cheering houses on Broadway. Williams is cheerfully get-
ting all elfin as part of a gutsy career leap from comedi-
an/variety act specialist to bona fide actor. He’s taking
over the role of narrator in the stage version of The
Santaland Diaries that’s become another Yuletide tradition
at the Zachary Scott Theatre Center. Given that Martin
Burke originated the part at Zach and played it for six suc-
cessive sold-out seasons, he leaves some pretty big pointy
little slippers to fill. But Williams comes to the job with
his own substantial comic gifts honed by decades on the
Renaissance festival and theatrical circuits, not to men-
tion the support of a veteran production team, including
performers Meredith McCall and Jason Connor and direc-
tor Dave Steakley. The Chronicle spoke to Williams prior
to this weekend’s opening.

Austin Chronicle: Was the role a gift from Santa?

Rob Williams: [Laughs] Yeah. Santa Dave Steakley. Santa
Martin, too, I guess. I mean, it’s great for me to be able to
go from one successful venture in Austin right into anoth-
er successful venture in Austin. It’s sort of a guaranteed
success just because of how good Sedaris’” work is and how
good a job Martin has done all these years and how good
a job Dave has done at keeping it a tight package that
keeps people coming back. For me to be able to slip into
it, well, it’s a little weird. I feel a little like the second
Darrin in Bewitched.

AC: Except this time they tell people who you are.

RW: Yeah, we're acknowledging the switch.

AC: So go back to the last Idiots show. You’re on Broadway. “Top
of the world, ma!” It was good?

RW: Great. And even in Austin, the last run we did here
went so well that by the end of it we were breaking records.
They added a show on Tuesday morning and by Tuesday
night it was sold out. So every show was full, full, tons of
enthusiasm, tons of love. At our very last show here, Mayor
Will Wynn declared it Flaming Idiots Day, and Dave
Steakley gave us all watches and made a nice speech. So we
go from that to Broadway, with all the glory of that. It’s a
beautiful theatre, you're right in the middle of it all, the
crowds were full. It’s going out right on top. And that’s
exactly what we wanted. We wanted to go out when it had
all that energy and love. Not stop it because it was starting
to fail, not stop it because we hated it. Stop it just because
we’re ready for the next thing.

AC: But you didn’t know what that next thing was. So you’re
coming back to Austin thinking what?

RW: You know, when the Idiots left the outdoor festival mar-

ket, we knew we wanted to move the show into theatres, but
it was still a leap of faith that we could pull it off. That’s
what it felt like doing this as well. When I was a young man,
it was really exciting to practice juggling all day long and
crack whips and escape from straitjackets and figure out
tricks with my feet. And at some age, I just wasn't as excit-
ed about practicing those things, about keeping that skill
up. What I'm loving is the comedy; I'm loving performing
for a live audience, so I wanted to focus on the stuff that I
still really loved. I just didn’t know what shape it would
take. I did some standup, and that went okay, but I seem to
have a better skill at writing dialogue, and I like the collab-
orative effect of theatre. That’s one of the nice things that
I've been experiencing on this show. As I come in with new
ideas, going, “Can I do this? Can I do that?” Dave and
Meredith and Jason, instead of being “mmmm, nnnnah” or
“Yeah, I guess that’s funny, you can do that,” they’re falling
out of their chairs laughing and going, “Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!”
It’s a supportive environment. You feel comfortable bringing
ideas in or going out on limbs.

AC: Did Dave approach you about taking the role?

RW: A lot of what I did with the Idiots, I don’t know if you
could call it acting, but it was performance of a character,
but I think I was a bit of an unknown quantity to Dave, act-
ingwise. “Does he have the ability to be serious onstage? If
he speaks in a serious tone, will people be able to take him
seriously?” Well, I did one week of House Arrest [filling in for
Martin Burke, which] showed Dave I had that. You could
put me in front of an audience and call it a serious moment,
and it would work. It was after that that he approached me
for Santaland.

AC: How familiar were you with Sedaris’ piece?

RW: You know, one of the pleasures of this for me is that 'm
such a big fan of David Sedaris. I'd read his laundry list. I'd

ROB WiLLIAMS
GTHER SHOW

As if he didn’t have enough to do preparing for
Santaland, Rob Willliams is simultaneously launching a
live talk show at Zach on Mondays. My Show, debuting
on Nov. 29, combines conversation and original sketch
comedy in a mix that Williams says reflects his friends’
highbrow-lowbrow sensibility. “So many of my friends
can tell you how moved they were by this great literary
novel, and then say, ‘Wait a minute, I’'m sorry, | have to
catch this cartoon. I'd love to see [that mix] translated
into a performance piece that switches from truly
ridiculous to really thoughtful and back, sort of like
Charlie Rose meets Saturday Night Live.” Performers
and guests will be drawn from Williams’ friends and
acquaintances from around the world of variety arts, as
well as a diverse range of local folks. “Although it’s
going to be exhausting, although | don’t know if I've
bitten off more than | can chew,’ the stretched-thin
host notes, “I’'m lovin’ it. It’s really fun. I've been meet-
ing with friends the last couple of weeks and doing a
lot of the writing on it and just laughing ourselves
silly” For more information, call 474-TIXS or visit
www.tendollarmonkey.com.

-RF.

read anything he wrote. I think he’s just that funny. I'll go
see him anytime he’s in town. I'll see him read at
BookPeople and sit on the floor for two hours just waiting
for him to get there. 'm the sort who listens to NPR and
watches PBS, so I heard Santaland before I ever read it. Then
I read it before I saw Martin do it. I've loved it every step of
the way. I've loved everything Sedaris does, but I also loved
this production. I think Martin did a killer job with it.
AC: Is there someplace where you feel a real kinship with
Sedaris, humorwise?
RW: Where our humor intersects is a lightheartedness and
a silliness with a bit of an edge to it. The old Warner Bros.
cartoons had a little bit of that. Some of the adult cartoons
have that, like the Adult Swim cartoons on Cartoon
Network. South Park has that. The Simpsons has that. It’s
lighthearted, it’s silly, then it'll say something that just
makes you go, “Whoa! What did I just hear?” That’s where
my and Sedaris’ humor overlap.
AC: Have you put on the costume?
RW: Just a little bit. It’s funny, but it reminds me of the days
that T worked in Renaissance festivals. There’s a part in
Santaland Diaries where he talks about [having to] take
money [from Santaland to the Macy’s office], but you can’t
change into your regular clothes. You have to take it dressed
as an elf. He’s like, it’s one thing to be an elf in Santaland,
it’s a whole other thing to be an elf in menswear. That’s how
I felt doing Renaissance festivals. When you’re in the envi-
ronment, it’s all right, but man, the times you had to go do
a promotional event at the mall, oh God, you just feel so
exposed. It felt like humiliation. It definitely reminds me of
my days in tights and tunics.
AC: Do you have any expectations for what it’s going to be like
with an audience?
RW: Even though I've spent so much of my life performing
for audiences, I've never had people laugh at these words.
I've said these things a thousand times to dead silence or to
a stage manager and a director who laughed, but to have
150 people laughing hard at this stuff, I need to be remind-
ed, “That is funny, that is what I'm going for,” and not let it
throw me. But I've always loved comedy for that getting the
laugh, knowing where to come in on the laugh, that play
with the audience, the give and take and pacing of comedy.
It really excites me. |
The Santaland Diaries runs Nov. 26-Jan. 2 on the Zachary Scott Theatre

Center Whisenhunt Arena Stage, 1510 Toomey. For more information, call
476-0541 or visit www.zachscott.com.
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OUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY PICKS

from Simon & Schuster

Chronicles, Volume |

by Bob Dylan

Chronicles, Volume | is a mesmerizing window
into Bob Dylan's thoughts and influences.
Utilizing his unparalleled gifts of storytelling
and the exquisite expressiveness that are

4 the hallmarks of his music, Bob Dylan turns
Chronicles, Volume [into a poignant reflection
on life, and the people and places that helped
shape the man and the art.

BOB DYLAN

B IIIH}\I{ LES

The Know-It-All &

by A.J. Jacobs

Part memoir and part education (or lack
thereof), The Know-/t-All chronicles

NPR contributor A.J. Jacobs's hilarious,
enlightening, and seemingly impossible quest &
to read the Encyclopaedia Britannica from 2
Ato Z. His wife tells himit's a waste of time,
his friends believe he is losing his mind, and
his father is encouraging but, shall we say,

unconvinced. H

1HE

Knoww-fr-All

i

15 Byarmn ria
KU AETERT
FLEMLER
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Hey Rube

by Hunter S. Thompson

For decades, Hunter S. Thompson has galvanized

@ American journalism with his acerbic wit, radical
ideas, and gonzo tactics. Fear, greed, and action
abound in this hilarious, thought-provoking
compilation as Thompson doles out searing
indictments and uproarious rants while providing
brilliant commentary on politics, sex, and sports—at
times all in the same column.

To have a book signed, you must purchase it from BookPeople.
Hey, you wouldn’t bring your own beer to a bar, would you?

Bookstore ¢ Giftshop ¢ Coffeehouse

\ 9 am - 11 pm everyday
® L
\LL

603 N. Lamar 472-5050
A Community Bound By Books.

shop online at:
www.bookpeople.com

“‘-.\‘

Chank you

% SHustin
L Jfor 30 great years!

NEW TALENT STYLIST HAIRCUTS
START AT $35 (FOR A LIMITED TIME)

Our way of saying thanks!

s 476-4131
| AZIE 710 W. 7TH

AZIZSALON.COM
AUSTIN’S PREMIER SALON & DAY SPA OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Join Our FREE
! Le Reuge Thong Club
A A T'h:_mE Club Member You Will Receive
= F]J_.".‘.-Il Theng Free
- A Free Thong After Every fith Thong Turchase

- 520 Store Credit Plus An Additional
1% OFF On Your Birthday.
- 105 OFF Al Clearance Merchandise

1 5% OIfT For Entertainers 18 & Up
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after a fashion

BY STEPHEN MACMILLAN MOSER

MATRON MAMA MARTHA Now that
Martha Stewart is spending the holidays in
the pokey, we'll all soon find out how well she
copes with incarceration. She’ll be out in
March and confined to her home for five
months after that. Home confinement. | jove
the way that sounds. Why if | had been con-
victed of committing a grave misdeed, such as
lying to a grand jury, and had to serve five
months in the big house (albeit a suburban
minimum-security big house for women,
described as “quite lovely. If it weren’t for all
the guards, it would look sort of like a New
England prep school for girls”), followed by five
months of home confinement, 1'd be delirious
with joy. Home confinement. It positively reeks
of comfort and luxury, since Martha’s home is
a 156-acre Bedford, N.Y., estate with every
possible appointment. Can you imagine how
awful it will be for her — rambling around in her
gift-wrap room, her china and crystal rooms,
sitting rooms, game rooms, living rooms, guest
suites, etc.? And even worse — she’s only
allowed to leave the estate for 48 hours every
week! Why she could rest up all week, go out
Friday night, do it up in a big way, stay out par-
tying until sunrise, have a long breakfast, a nap
at a friend’s house, and go back out Saturday
and repeat the process and not have to be
home until Sunday night! On the other hand, if

this is Martha’s punishment for her crime, let’s
hope Dubya’s good friend Kenneth Lay gets
drawn and quartered for his. Perhaps the best
perspective is the one Garry Shandling took
at the Emmys: “We missed Osama bin
Laden, but we got Martha Stewart; don’t think
we’re not a focused country.”

“REALITY” SHOWS? I'm completely
smitten with “reality” shows, but mainly
because of their un-realness. | mean, please —
one dopey guy, 17 allegedly gorgeous but car-
nivorous women, alone in a mansion on the
Cote d’Azur where Romeo pares 'em down
quickly by giving increasingly expensive jewelry
to an increasingly dwindling cast until he
chooses Miss Right. Where exactly is the reality
in that scenario? Or my newest favorite where
a team of “experts” (including a set of blond,
busty triplets who are contractors) swoops
down on some needy family, sends them on
the vacation of their dreams, and while they
are gone, completely rebuilds their home in
seven days, refurnishes it entirely, gives them
new clothes and grooming, and presents them
with their new lifestyle in front of millions of
viewers. It's Queen for a Day on warp speed
(they always fall on their knees and thank
Jesus ... they ought to be thanking the produc-
ers), and was spawned by the show where they

JOHN ANDERSON

n
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Garry Shandling:
“We missed Osama bin Laden. ...”

take one dirt-poor mother and trade her with
some rich dame for two weeks. I'm not sure
who this benefits most: The rich dame who is
reminded of exactly why she married well? Or
the poor one, who is given a brief taste of the
high life then mercilessly cast back into her
squalid existence? | guess the producers felt
bad about that part, and that’s how this whole
“I deserve a new home for free” business got
started. But these guys will be having to give
away millions of new homes before it becomes
a reality. | liked the reality of Joe Millionaire,

especially the second season in which the pro-
ducers had to go to the outer reaches of
Mongolia to find women who had never heard
of the show, and wound up with a cast of gut-
tural Amazons who could only communicate
through the international language of cleavage.
This is only real if you live in a James Bond
movie. | rue the day Cheaters was canceled;
this was real reality, having some poor guy sus-
pecting that his girifriend is cheating on him
and the Cheaters team setting up video cam-
eras and spies to catch the girifriend in the
act. The confrontations were always public and
always on tape ... and often it turned out that
the “girlfriend” was unaware of any relation-
ship. The sheer pathos and tawdriness made
the show riveting. But why not a version of The
Bachelor in which the bevy of beauties is all,
unbeknownst to the poor schmuck, transves-
tites, but he doesn’t find out until he pops the
ring on her finger and she pops a surprise of
her own? There should certainly be some
“real” moments in that scenario, no? Or, how
about a show called Marry Me Before I Get
Fat starring Lindsay Lohan, Nicole Richie,
and Jenna Bush? Now there’s a reality!

WISE WORDS Quoted in a recent Lloyd
Grove column is Annette Bening on celebri-
ty: “You say ‘Look at me, look at me!’ and then
the press says, ‘You want to be looked at? You
want to show us your underpants? Okay, we’ll
look.” And then you say, ‘Stop. I'm a little over-
whelmed; you're talking about my relationship
and my children and my shortcomings.” And
they say, ‘Sorry! You already made the deal!
You showed us your panties!’”

Write to our Style Avatar with your related events, news, and hautey bits: style@austinchronicle.com or PO Box 49066, Austin, 78765 or 458-6910 (fax).

AlHAirsHow !!
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DECEMBER 5 6-9PM

HoRs!D’OEUVRES PROYIDED
CLOTHES BY:
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Grove HiLueBuralo ExcHANGE
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Jungle Moc

Women's Sizes 6-10, 11
Orange, Red, Black, White,

Karavel Comfort Center

Lime, Blue, and Brown

5525 Burnet Rd. 459-7603
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Red Leopard
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Dalmation

Euro sizes 37-42

Professional —

Eurup ean
Cnmfnrt Shoes _

5501 Burnet Rd. 323-5446
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I/ HAPPY HOUR @ NORTH LOOP!
On j 5-7 PM — WEDNESDAY 12/1/04

Enjoy Free Refreshments and a Toy Demo by
the Owner of Austin's Original Erotic Boutique.

OPEN SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER.

' INTIMATE BOUTIQUE / Personal Accessories 512 Neches 478-8358
J FANTASY BOUTIQUE 108 East North Loop 453-3090




. ia POCKET & FRENCH BREAD BAKED FRESH DAILY
=% SANDWICHES © DELI MEATS © PASTRIES © GYRO
gt CHICKEN KABOBS © VEGGIE BURGERS

; GREEK SALADS * FALAFEL  qoF ‘ﬂfcf,*
Re, SHAWARMA S
WAREHOUSE SA LE| © FOUNTAIN prink W) pURCHASE & %
THURS., DEC. 2, TOAM-5PM OF SANDWICH & CHIPS = 3
FRI., DEC. 3, TOAM-5PM VALID UNTIL 19/1/04 '\‘30 é?
%

SAT., DEC. 4 3PM-7PM

LEADERS IN LEATHER

Leather handbags, luggage and accessories

WHOLESALE PRICES
OR BELOW TO THE PUBLIC

(our samples, damaged, & discontinued products)
MANUFACTURER SUPPLYING TO DILLARDS,
COLDWATER CREEK, & OTHEB RETAILERS
211 N. Main St.
Taylor. TX 7657 4
800-810-5050 TOLL FREE
512-352-6640 PHONE

4701 BURNET RD 323-67702912 5. LAMAR 447-5kkk 7ouy wors”

clothing, jewelry, books swimming, skin care, vintage, home

1413 South Congress 447 3483
Tues-Sat 11-6 Sun 12-

Taqueria

Las Cozuelas

OFPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
& LATE MITEN

MON-FRI SPECIALS

Chila Rellanoe
Flawtaa Larcdo

ootk Lariss, 38
Ernahiladas KRanch

7 TACS 839

3 BREAKFAST TACOS$925

[701 E. CESAR CHAVE!

479-7911

DAY SPA & SALON

Recommended Dosage
Tempting?
Treat yourself or someone special
to a Daya Giift Certificate

Made in USA 0150-46/20b

Uses: temporarily improves alertness and poor attitude due to:
O sleepiness [Jhangover []headache [Jlow self-esteem []constipation [ divorce LITTLE CITY

2'Copresso Bar aad Cafe 1l

fashion
that

pays to
be me

buy sell trade
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ERENCE |
VISIT OUR NEWLY

TASTE THE DIFFE

REMODELED

DOWNTOWN LOCATION! *

TEXAS' LARGEST
WOOD FIRED lWENS
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NEWS/PRINT

BY SHAWN BADGLEY

:@: Texas Nafas, like many other Austin
arts organizations, is in trouble. “Sharing
poetry with as many people as possible,” as
it turns out, takes more cash than you might
think. According to executive director and
producer Farid Mohammadi, the group’s
funding is $3,400 less than last year's
budget after City Council cuts. Such a short-
age will seriously damage efforts to sustain
the excellent Texas Nafas poetry program on
Austin Cable Access Channel 16 (Saturdays,
10pm), as well as DVD productions, includ-
ing the Naomi Shihab Nye and Robert
Bly April Austin readings and the 12-part
series Poetry Journal. What does this mean
for us? It means that if we have a couple of
extra bucks — and if we think poetry is a
worthy pursuit — a tax-deductible donation
might make for a good holiday deed. In fact,
if you can come up with $100 or more, a
DVD of those aforementioned Nye-Bly read-
ings could be yours. In case you're wonder-
ing, then, Texas Nafas’ address is 1222
Algarita Ave. #220, Austin, 78704. And log
onto www.texasnafas.org for more.

& Here's something | should have told you
earlier: Dragon’s Lair Comics and
Fantasy'’s Austin location has moved far-
ther north on Burnet Road, but is still quite
conveniently situated, especially when you

4

& As you might have noticed from the giant billboard with
a hand clutching a fountain pen coming right at you near
I-35 and Airport, the 13th annual Austin Chronicle Short
/A Story Contest is upon us. You can find all the specs on
p.75, but here are the essential oils: postmark deadline is

Dec. 13, length cannot exceed 2,000 words, last year's

winners and Chronicle-type peeps aren’t allowed to partici-

pate, and this year’s winners will be announced in mid-
February 2005. But, again, check p.75, or check out austinchronicle.com/shortstory.
And tell every single person you have ever met the same.

consider that it’s just a few doors down from
the wonderful Curio Corner Books in that
blue-awninged minimall at Koenig and Burnet
(6111 Burnet Rd., to be precise). With the

holidays in high gear, | mean ... go buy some-
thing there. Plus, you can pick up this very

paper, the very skeleton key to this very city!

© December’s installment
of the UTTER Reading
Series is just too good to
pass up: On Monday, Dec.
6, James Hynes, Zoya
Marincheva, and Dao
Strom will descend on
BookPeople at 7pm.
Hynes’ most recent novel,
Kings of Infinite Space, is
something else; Marincheva
is a renowned Bulgarian
translator and writer; and
Strom (Grass Roof, Tin
Roof) is a rock star (All

. Joy ;
Williams*

Night Lincoln), a really cool mom, and an
Austin Chronicle Short Story Contest judge.
Speaking of UT-affiliated types, the great
Joy Williams, whose Honored Guest is one
of the finest short-story collections of the
year, will read at the ACES building’s Avaya
Auditorium on Thursday, Dec. 2, 7:30pm.

© Be sure to find a copy
of Tin House No. 19 for
Texas State creative writing
head Tom Grimes’ mem-
oir/essay on saving the
Katherine Anne Porter
House in Kyle.

) Starting next week and
throughout December, we’ll
review every possible book
that you could ever possibly
conceive as giftable. I'm
lying about that, actually,
but there will be a lot.

Evelyn Waugh

8’

© This just in: The Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center is
one hell of a place. Its latest find
(they seem to happen almost daily) is
a touching letter from Evelyn Waugh
to Graham Greene, surely two of
God’s favorite writers, which includes
the line “I
suppose we
disagree on
every unim-
portant sub-
ject. Let me
now salute
your novels as
works of high
genius.” The
letter, found in

Greene’s copy Graham
of Waugh's A Greene
Handful of

Dust, will bolster the HRC’s current
exhibition “Writing Among the Ruins:
Graham Greene and Evelyn Waugh.”

AN AUSTIN
TRADITION SINCE 1939
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meal with salad

807 W. 6th Street
472-0693

www.huts.citysearch.com

and homemade focaccia
bread, or a glass of wine

food is
freakin’
great
and
the
prices
are
even
better!

the daily
specials

dessert, you

will be pleased
with the food and
the prices at




FRIEE
ENCHILADA

Jhal Jildhor

W 20777 DINNER*
THANKS AUSTIN FOR  [iSmiiieintinivaisaiven
ANOTHER YEAR S '

VOTED BEST THAI oY)
FOOD FOR OVER Uo7

15 YEARS ~ -
801 E. William Cannon Bivd. 445-4844 M imﬁl;i]l:: ﬁ‘}:_.{[].]j;nEHEEH
LOTS OF FREE PARKING

Now with 2 locations!

Central 326-8301 Cedar Park 275-0916
2010 S. Lamar 315 N. Bell

Open M- 11-10, Sat 9-10, Sun 9-10

- U T Game Day -5

OPEN 9AM~MIDNIGHT
* MIGAS ®* SMOKED PRIME RIB®
* OUR ORIGINAL FROZEN MOJITOS ®
* CHOCOLATE PUMPKIN CHEESECAKE ®

3009 Guadalupe St. 474-2575
M-TH 11A-12A * F 11A-2A
SA 12P-2A * SUN 12P-12A

3437 Bee Caves Rd. 328-3538

We’re Saving A Chair For You
AMERICAN BISTRO * BAR ¢ DESSERT BAKERY
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED / 454-2666
5406 Balcones Dr. 454-2666 * www.chez-zee.com

Join us for a
traditional
Thanksgiving
Day feast.

Special price for children 10 & under,
vegetarian selections available.

Served continuously 11:00am to 7:00pm

HydePards

BAR & GRILL

An Austin-American Tradition since 1982
At the fork in the road

4206 Duval « 458-3168 @B

OPEN
7AM-10PM
EVERY DAY

HAPPY HOUR
4PM-7PM, M-F
$3.50 MARGARITAS

$2.75 IMPORTS

SANTAxRITA

T E X M E X C A NT I N A

*CLOSED «
THANKSGIVING AND
CHRISTMAS DAY

ONLY!

B VIRAE & G5 D R0 PR

1
]
1
' W/ THIS AD *BREAKFAST NOT INCL.*DINE IN ONLY :
ONE COUPON PER PARTY *EXP. 12/31/04 1

2004 S. 157.441-5446

m. “a g bk ree

L T T P ey T
o

= annual e
ﬁ civy nfter thanksgivings ".| '.::_.-_‘
sale! <

-

GET thewholeenchilada@
santaritacantina.com

CULE S3%iMgs
to celzbrate vour
Aotlichies weith
Ll yilLs

1206 W 38TH ST, AUSTIN, TX 78705

AT 26 DOORS SHOPPING CENTER

WWW.SANTARITACANTINA.COM
% P:512.419.RITA (7482) ¥

3) wne

(areat food...

An Exciting New Seasonal Menu

Just Two of the Delicious New Entrees

| w O :
1 gutternut Squast|§'Chicken Say
5 B;:u?ied Poblano Gumbo" o°

T-F‘T & f [ =5 ‘H:,f; E’F e nﬂp“.”.

. bounty of o
Taste the bounty of a classir o

4 Texas fall garden.

-~ 4 GREAT LOCATIONS

Central = = South
“the Original® University  Northwest 2700 5. Lamar
370 Herbey Lane 2606 Guadelupe 12602 Research d45=2d51

451-1436 4775717 2587757
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Ask about our special Happy Hour
weekday tasting menu 5-7pm
... and don’t forget M-F
MARS can cater your

holiday party.

X BEST CHINESE FOOD FOR
VEGANS & VEGETARIANS IN TOWN

St 2700 W. ANDERSON LN #419 T —

w RE S T A U RAN T S w 458-9598 Intelligent life eats at Mars

Tl X MON-TUE $1.00 OFF ALL DAY

i -

WE L O V E " 4 PER BUFFET ‘TIL DEC 31, 04 View our menu at our website:
GOURMET MAGAZINE R e PRESENT THIS AD. NOT VALID WITH www.marsaustin.com
OCTOBER 2003 L T0 GO & OTHER OFFERS. 1610 San Antonio Street O 472-3901

RUBYS BB'Q
29th & Guadalupe
A77-1651

—_—

Py B Ty b T T oy P il TiT T
214 E. 6th St., Austin, TX 78701

(512)479-0474 / Fax: (51 2)479-8646
Austin’s Best Cajun Cuisine for over 15 years!!

lsn't it time to enjoy MONDAY TO SATURDAY

a glass of Alice White? 1T1AM~7PM
ALL DAY ON SUNDAY |

$2.00 WELLS/$3.00 CALLS
+HAPPY HOUR APPETIZERS

For Jazz Catering Contact 512-479-8646 / austincatering®@jazzkitchen.com
_ For all Parish Music Bookings Contact 512-478-6372 / pcroley@mindspring.com

Catering ~ Events ~ Concerts ~ House Boat
ww w.jazzkitchen.com/www.theparishroom.com
Check City Beat Listings for ALL P arish concerts.

HANDMADE TAMALES
$9.00 doz
472-9357
CHOICES

chicken ¢ bean and jalapefno
pork * vegetarian ¢ poblano and cheese
sweet tamales (raisins or pineapple)
Mon.-Fri. Tam-4pmeSat. & Sun. 7am-2:30pm
211 Congress Ave., Austin, TX 78701

Lunch
Special

only

$5.95 3

M-F 11am-2:30pm

BRUNCH / E—
&WI/SM_, T““UFEILE‘I‘":L KO B E 13492 N. Hwy 183

N. 183 & Anderson Mill Rd.
7 i PEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
o <und S —— Tels 517-475-18749 JAPANBE STEAKHOLUISE 0 kob 5 G
QUEUS BVENY a0 MW MAring 1ar the b2s - WWw.Kopeaustin.com
rurich in fwstin - now with sume of the HAHI'I]I'ISPHIIIIEE 288 7333

==z WM TEPPAN VAKI'SUSHI-KOBE BEEF|ERERI
Gt g Tha B fgh ad: Austinlava.com L’rﬁ.tf 1"5"9'“ [AnDERSON MILI\RD.
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Iron

BY THE TIME CARITAS’
VELDA MELENDEZ
FINALLY REALIZED THAT

COOKING COULD MEAN A CAREER, SHE REALIZED
IT ALSO MEANT 450 LUNCHES FIVE DAYS A WEEK -
AND NOT JUST DURING THE HOLIDAYS

he next time you find your-

self standing glassy-eyed in

front of the refrigerator,

wondering how you can

possibly put a meal togeth-

er from its meager or dis-
parate contents, give a thought to Velda
Melendez. As chef at the Caritas
Community Kitchen, Melendez prepares a
hot lunch five days a week for 450 people,
without ever knowing exactly what she’ll
have to work with — it all depends on
what’s been donated to the kitchen that
day. Think about it: That amounts to more
than 90,000 meals a year.

The Caritas Community Kitchen, along
with its adjacent Food Pantry, is a funda-
mental component of Caritas of Austin,
one of Travis County’s largest nongovern-
mental sources of community assistance.
Located downtown in the former 7-Up
bottling plant (just a stone’s throw from

the convention center and the glitzy new
Hilton), Caritas’ mission is to alleviate
homelessness and hunger and provide
support to those in need.

In addition to its core program of imme-
diate emergency assistance, Caritas main-
tains longer-term programs that promote
self-sufficiency via job- and life-skills train-
ing. Since 1975, the nonprofit organization
has also run a comprehensive refugee
resettlement enterprise, serving more than
8,000 documented refugees who’ve landed
in Austin from such origins as Vietnam,
Cuba, and Afghanistan.

In Latin, caritas means love or charity,
with an ironically significant second defini-
tion that refers to high price, especially cost
of living. The organization was founded in
1964 as a strictly volunteer, church-based
mission on a shoestring budget. Since then,
in response to the ever-increasing need,
Caritas has grown into a major social serv-

JOHN ANDERSON

“We can't re|y on too much of anything on a regu|ar
basis. But things just turn up unexpectedly — there's
a|ways something to make lunch out of.”

— Velda

ices agency with a budget of $4.3 million, a
staff of 44 speaking 21 languages, and sig-
nificant support from corporations, foun-
dations, and community organizations. It
provides basic-needs services for a mind-
boggling 15,000 people annually.

During the holiday season that begins
with Thanksgiving, most of us remember
that an integral part of giving thanks and
overindulging includes sharing the bounty
and helping our fellows. While this annu-
al urge toward charity is admirable, it
behooves us to remember also that the
need is not just seasonal, but exists all
year round.

e

FOOD-O-FILE

BY VIRGINIA B. WOOD
IN MEMORIAM

The Central Texas barbecue family lost one of its most accom-
plished pit masters on Nov. 6. Laron Morgan, co-owner of
Elgin’s Cross Town Bar-B-Q (202 S. Ave. C, 281-5594), died
of an apparent heart attack at the age of 51. The Elgin native
had worked in the barbecue business around the self-styled
“Sausage Capital of Texas” since graduation from high school
there in the early Seventies. Laron finally achieved his lifelong
dream of owning his own restaurant in 1988, when he and part-
ner Carrol Grady opened Cross Town Bar-B-Q in a small cinder-
block building facing Elgin’s railroad tracks. With most of Elgin’s
famous barbecue attractions located out on the highway, the
original Cross Town spot was one of those places you might not
have bothered to find if a fellow barbecue lover hadn’t raved
about it. (Chronicle controller and Elgin resident Michael Schwarz
turned me on to it, and | can’t thank him enough.) The original
location wasn'’t particularly glamorous, but what it lacked in style
and comfort was more than made up for in the great taste of
the food and the hospitality of the owners. The decorations were
simple — nothing but a framed copy of a New York Times write-
up attesting to the quality of the barbecue, an old TV set, and a
big selection of high-school sports trophies. The popularity of
their barbecue made it possible for the partners to move the
business to a big new building on the edge of downtown Elgin in
the late Nineties. Not long after the move, the new building

caught fire and had to be replaced. Though the faded Times
review and the trophies were lost, the Cross Town spirit survived,
and the restaurant was open again in about three months.
Business has been smokin’ in the new building ever since, with
the rotisserie pit turning out mouthwatering ribs rubbed with
brown sugar and spices, tender chicken, juicy brisket, and
Laron’s distinctive homemade sausage. In a town where the
sausage-making and meat-smoking tradition goes back more
than a hundred years, Laron was one of Elgin’s newer pit mas-
ters, but he certainly made his mark. “He really loved to feed
people, and he always knew just how he wanted things to taste,
so they'd be the best,” his widow, Dorothy Morgan, told me
last week. My favorite Cross Town memory is from the summer
of 2002: a busload of jaded Southern food writers already over-
stuffed after a day of eating on the Central Texas barbecue trail
voraciously devouring Laron’s excellent ribs and sausage, moan-
ing and sighing in ecstasy. These were folks from the deep
South who had started the day convinced Texas barbecue could-
n’'t have much to offer them. Cross Town was the perfect place
to end the bus tour — the big, affable Morgan converted them
alll Laron Morgan loved his family, feeding people barbecue, and
spending time with his beloved hunting dogs, with whom he won
several awards from the American and National Bird Hunters
associations. There is some comfort in knowing he and one of
his prized hunters were participating in a field trial the Saturday
morning that he collapsed. Laron leaves behind a large family
and a legjon of friends and customers to mourn his untimely
passing. Dorothy Morgan assures me that Cross Town Bar-B-Q
will remain open, in the able hands of Carrol Grady and longtime
employee Johnny Parks. Make a point of stopping in there as
a tribute to Laron Morgan the next time you're in Elgin.
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Melendez

Caritas does not perform special serv-
ices during the holidays, simply because
it provides basic-needs services all year
long, week in and week out, and has
done so for the past 40 years. And what
is more basic than the human need for
nourishment?

After years of serving sandwiches on a
downtown street corner, Caritas began to
make hot lunches and distribute groceries
in 1991. When the organization acquired
its own building in 1999, it was able to
outfit a small commercial kitchen to pre-
pare the daily fare, as well as a dining room

continued on p.54

EVENT MENU

{® The Downtown Farmers’ Market changes venues
to make way for the Chuy’s Children Giving to
Children Parade. The market will set up at the northeast
corner of West Fifth and Rio Grande this one weekend and
then return to their regular home in Republic Park through
Dec. 18. Saturday morning, Nov. 27, 9am-1pm.

{® Grape-Growing and Wine-Making in the Texas
Hill Country: The Travis Co. Extension Office (854-9600)
offers an evening seminar as an introduction to home
wine-making and a starting point for those interested in
commercial grape production with instructors Jim Kamas
and Penny Adams at the Zilker Botanical Garden. Each
participant receives a free grapevine. The cost is $25 per
person and $40 per couple; seating is limited, and prereg-
istration is necessary. Tuesday, Nov. 30, 6-9pm.

{@! Just in time for your holiday celebrations, the Wine &
Food Foundation of Texas (www.winefoodfoundation.org)
offers their annual Big Reds & Bubbles tasting, a sam-
pling of extraordinary big red wines, champagnes, and
sparkling wines from around the world, aired with signa-
ture dishes from 10 of Austin’s finest chefs in the Driskill
Hotel ballroom. The event benefits the foundation’s edu-
cational goals. Tickets are $50 for members and $60 for
nonmembers; reservations are strongly suggested. Call
327-7555. 6:30-9pm, Wednesday, Dec. 1.
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where anyone who wants to — no questions
asked — can sit down and eat a hot lunch.

The Path to Caritas

Chef Velda Melendez, diminutive and
with penetrating brown eyes, presides over
the Caritas Community Kitchen, one of the
largest in the region. From showing a new
volunteer how to properly chop the big
buckets of onions, to implementing profes-
sional standards for safety and hygiene, to
dreaming up menus based on the day’s
donations, she runs her operation with
quiet authority and more than a dollop of
culinary creativity.

Melendez, who was raised in Chicago,
says she was always more interested in
cooking than anything else, although it took
her until midlife to realize that cooking
could be a professional career for her.

She comes from a family of good cooks
and learned much from her mother, an aunt,
and an older cousin who was a cook for the
Chicago school system. “On Sundays after
church, we always had big family dinners at
my aunt’s,” Melendez recalls. “She made per-
fect yeast rolls, and my cousin baked won-
derful seven-layer cakes. I was a shy kid who
didn’t ask a lot of questions, but I hung
around, watching and learning, and I was
always ready to try new things in the kitchen.

“By the time I was about 12, I was known
for my shrimp salad. Once my brother
brought home some lamb, and my mother
didn’t know how it cook it. So I tackled it,
and it turned out quite well. I was hooked
on cooking from the beginning — I just did-
n’t know it could be a career.”

As an adult, Melendez did clerical work in
federal government offices and hospitals. A

longtime U.S. military spouse, she lived in a
variety of locations, including Germany and
Panama. While raising her three children,
she continued learning about cooking and
nutrition, and was influenced by the sur-
rounding culinary cultures.

“In Germany, I learned enough of the lan-
guage to shop in local markets,” she says. “I
always liked using fresh and local ingredi-
ents. My husband’s brother was married to
a German, and I learned a lot about German
cooking from her. I'd also go to restaurants
and try to duplicate what they served. But 1
liked things spicier than most German food.
My husband was Puerto Rican, and I found
the cooking in Panama to be similar to what
I'd learned from him. Panama was all about
banana leaves, mangoes, coconuts, and
fresh fish.”

Melendez and her family ended up at Fort
Hood, Texas, where she spent 12 years. “I
always said, as soon as my youngest child
finishes high school, I'm going to culinary
school. I just felt that someday I had to do it,
follow my passion, but somehow, it still did-
n’t occur to me that I could cook for a living.

“I'd been going to college forever, taking
classes off and on, and since I had my first
child, I'd been interested in wellness and
prevention. I decided I ought to study nutri-
tion. My youngest son graduated in June
1997, and by that August, I quit my job to
go to Texas Women’s University [in Denton]
full time. I studied dietetics and nutrition
for three years. I found out it wasn’t my pas-
sion, but I was glad to have the knowledge.
I got my degree in Family and Consumer
Science with a minor in nutrition.

“After 1 graduated, I moved back to
Chicago to be near my family. I knew I did-

Caritas’ Hearty Soup for 450 !

Although chef Velda Melendez usually doesn’t know just what ingredients she’ll
have to put in her 40-gallon soup kettle, this was the recipe she made one day |
visited the kitchen. Caritas’ communications associate, Sunny Kim, says they get
compliments on the soup from the clients. It's easy to see why.

30 lbs. ground beef

10 Ibs. onions, peeled and chopped
3 heads garlic, peeled and chopped
2 bunches celery, chopped

6 heads cabbage, chopped

8 bunches broccoli, chopped

6 bunches spring onions, chopped

3 cans kidney beans

1 No. 10 can tomatoes

1 jar Knorr concentrated beef base
8 Ibs. rice

4 Ibs. pasta

2 Ibs. couscous
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Bay leaves, thyme, oregano, and marjoram, to taste | |

Salt and pepper blend, to taste

Brown the meat well along with the onions, spices, and herbs, and then drain off
all the fat. Add the other ingredients and enough water to cover, then simmer until
done, stirring frequently. Correct seasonings and serve.
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JOHN ANDERSON

She comes from a family of good cooks and learned
much from her mother, an aunt, and an older cousin who
was a cook for the Chicago school system. “| was a shy

kid who didn’t ask a lot of questions,” Melendez
remembers, “but | hung around, watching and learning,
and | was always ready to try new things in the kitchen.”

n't want to be a dietician, and I started
thinking, when I was on my deathbed, what
was the thing I would regret not doing in my
life? And that was going to culinary school.
So in 2001, I finally enrolled in Washburne
Culinary Institute in Chicago, which is a
part of the Chicago City College system.

“I really didn’t know what to expect,” she
continues. “I just looked around and said, ‘I
can’t believe I'm actually here after dream-
ing about it for so long.” It was a great expe-
rience, an 80-week program, lots of hard
work, lots of fun. We [the students] did a lot
of volunteer cooking and fundraisers, and 1
worked part-time for a catering company. I
just loved doing weddings.”

After graduating, Melendez fantasized
about having her own place, but knew she
needed more experience. She worked in var-
ious restaurants, but the Chicago winters
had begun to pale. In August 2003, she relo-
cated to Austin, where her son lived. “I was
in kind of a career crisis — I didn’t know
whether I should go back to office work, or
try to go on with cooking professionally. So
I was looking for both kinds of jobs, hoping
for the best.

“When I saw the notice for the chef’s
position at a place called Caritas, I immedi-
ately reacted to the name. Caritas, love:
That sounded good. And it was the last day
the job was open, so I guess it was meant to
be. I liked what they were doing, and they
hired me in February 2004.”

Life in the Caritas Kitchen

Running the Caritas kitchen is a long way
from cooking for fancy, catered Chicago
weddings. Nonetheless, Melendez main-
tains a spotless commercial kitchen that any

restaurant would be proud to claim. In fact,
in their last Health Department inspection,
the kitchen earned a perfect score of 100,
something to which restaurants aspire but
seldom achieve.

A big difference from restaurant kitchens,
however, is the contents of the refrigerator
and pantry. One day when I was there, one
entire refrigerator was full of grocery store
boxed pies with imminent expiration dates.
They could no longer be sold, so they were
donated to Caritas.

Melendez explains, “I'm the chef and the
kitchen manager. We work closely with the
Pantry [that provides take-away groceries];
we’re both part of the Basic Needs Program.
Perishable donations come to us, and non-
perishables go to either the kitchen or the
food pantry.

“For our lunch clients, we make a big
soup every day, and we always have sand-
wiches, unless we get a different kind of
donation, like hot dogs and buns. We have
one volunteer who donates all the lunch
meat for the sandwiches — she brings it
every week. Places like Albertsons and
Sweetish Hill give us a lot of desserts: cakes,
pies, doughnuts, and other baked goods.

“The Ladies of Charity group buys our
milk, and an organization called Hunters for
the Hungry gives us a bunch of venison
each year. We just got a new freezer, so now
we’ll be able to take meat donations, freeze
them, and use them as we need them.

“If greens get donated, we make salad; we
have a volunteer who picks up produce
donations every week from Randalls and
Whole Foods. We get fresh herbs from the
Austin Farmers’ Market. Sometimes we have
enough fruit to make a fruit salad, but that’s
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Contacting Caritas
of Austin

Caritas is located at 611 Neches and is
open Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
8am-5pm; Tuesday, 8am-7pm, and Friday,
8am-noon. Lunch is served Monday-Friday,
11am-12:30pm.

For info, refer to www.caritasofaustin.org,
e-mail info@caritasofaustin.org, or call
472-4135 for client services and 479-4610
about making donations or volunteering.

Caritas is delighted to accept food dona-
tions any time of year, but the annual Fall
Food Drive runs Sept. 1-Dec. 31. They
request canned, dried, boxed, and nonper-
ishable food items, as well as hygiene and
toiletry items. They are asking for individu-
als and groups to collect the donations. To
schedule a food drive, contact volunteer
coordinator Molly Sipe at 479-4610 x121.

rare, and really, we can’t rely on too much of
anything on a regular basis. But things just
turn up unexpectedly — there’s always some-
thing to make lunch out of.”

When I asked Melendez about the most dif-
ficult part of her job, she thought for a minute
and said, “Keeping it all coordinated, I guess:
the volunteers, the donations, making things
taste good.” She officially works from 7am-
4pm five days a week, but says her mind is in
the kitchen all the time. “I'm always scheming
about putting ingredients together, how to
make the meals more nutritious, and how best
to use the donations.” When [ inquired if she
had a life beyond her job, she laughed and
said, “I'm working on it. I need to get more
exercise and recreation.”

The Volunteer Kitchen Corps

Melendez is the only paid staff member in the
kitchen, but she has a solid core of about 50
regular volunteers who arrive every weekday
morning to help get the day’s meal ready for the
11am lunch service. “T'll have about 10 people
on Mondays, a different 10 on Tuesdays, and so
on. Many of the regular volunteers have been
coming every week for many years.”

The kitchen also gets periodic assistance
from volunteer groups of various companies
and service organizations, such as IBM,
Starbucks, and the UT women’s basketball
team. In addition, Melendez sometimes finds
herself supervising kitchen workers who opt for
court-mandated community service rather than
fines or jail time.

What do the kitchen volunteers do? “They
help with everything,” she says. “Cutting up
vegetables, making sandwiches, slicing cake,
serving soup, cleaning up. It’s all about getting
the lunch ready.”

Running a community kitchen and supervis-
ing a large and varied volunteer staff who may
or may not have kitchen proficiency: Was this
how Melendez thought she’d ever be applying
her hard-won professional culinary skills? She
smiles gently and says it wasn’t, but that the
work has its particular rewards.

“The best part of my job is providing good,
hot meals to people who might not have any
other place to eat. If I can make someone smile
about the food, that makes it all worth it.” W

=Java noodles
Restaurant

Authentic Indonesian Cuisine

JOIN US FOR THE
BEST BUFFET IN AUSTIN

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET
12pm - 3pm $7.50

“Take a trip to the Far Eastern Spice
Islands when you need a brunch fix to
prime you for Sunday night's festivities."

- Mick Vann,
The Austin Chronicle

2400 E. Oltorf Ste 14 * 443-5282

s

An American Bistro
Fine Food & Spirits
Patio Dining
20 Craft Brews on Tap

LIVE MUSIC No Cover
Friday, Nov. 26th, 8-topm
CARL AND BILLY
Saturday, Nov. 27th, 8-topm

DIME STORE POETS

Corner of Riverside @ Barton Springs
481-0100 « www.zaxaustin.com

 EXPANSION NOW OPEN!

o Right next doar, the Ski Lodge has

brard new poal tables and TV
Coame weatch the Langharrs. with usl
samae great Saloon
Food and beer specisly!

Sunday and Manday Mights '
Chicken Fried Steak 535.00
All Pints $2.25 (Dos Equis 52.?5]
Tuesday Might
Chicken Fried Chicken $5.00

Wednesdey Might
Combe Flate Special!
Choose 2: Catfish, Crawfish,
Oyeters, Shrimp
just §6.00°

Thursday Might
Big OF Bowl of Etouffé
§5.00

Austin's (Mficial Home of
the New Cirizans Saints
a80% Marth La

Aiisting T
(512) 479-0B 05

“BEST BUFFET”

-Chronicle Critics
2004 Restaurant Poll

oy

PAHLACE

INDIAN RESTAURANT AND BAR

6700 Middle Fiskville 452.9959
www.tajpalace.citysearch.com
NEW LOCATION NOW OPEN - Highland Mall food court

& DANGHOR CUISINES

TRADITIONAL THAI FooD
I

. BurreT IN TOWN
MON~FRI 1TAM~2:30PM
EVERYDAY AT 5~10PM

.....................................................

RECEIVE $1 OFF LUNCH
BVUFFET OR RECEIVE 10%

{DISCOUNT OFF DINNER FOR 2/
i (EXCLUDES ALCOHOL * EXP 12/15/04) |

9041 RESEARCH BLVD.

(NORHTEAST CORNER BETWEEN 183 & BURNET)

512.832.9722
\WWW.BANGKOKCUISINEAUSTIN.COM /7

. A
finngporter

resh Cul Fruit, Breaklast Pastries
Louisiana Shrimp, Oysters, Cracked Crab Legs, Smoked &almon, Crisp Crudites, Salads
Creen bBean Casserole, Sweet Dotatoes, Butter Beans & Sauces

Roast Turkey with Cranberry Dressing and Traditional Gravy
Smoked and Roasted Long Bone Prime Rib with Mashed Potatoes
Apricot Clazed Ham with Au Gratin Potatoes

Dies, Tarls, Streusel, Cakes, Mousse, Cookies and Cherries Jubilee

Spaghetti & Meatballs, Chicken Fingers & French Frics, Macaroni & Cheese, Cookies & Brownics.

Supervised play area available for children.

Adults, $42 ¢ Children under 12, $20
Reservations recommended 493-4901

LIBERTY XS TAVERN

EST.“ 2001
(Y

American . Cuisine

S-U-S‘-H'I:&°R‘O-L-L-S
13492 RESEARCH » 918-8012

JOIN US FOR OUR
{UNCH & DINNER €PECIALS

2003 & 2004 CRITICS PICKS
— AILESTIN CHRONNCLE
Persian/Mediterranean Cul:-;lm:
LAMNCH BUFFET 7 DAYS A WEEK
DMNNER NIGIHTLA
HLIMMLIS
BAKED SALMOMN
RAEA GHANNOO)

LAME, BEEF. OR CHICKEN KABOBS

F300 W Anderson Lo, #3008
A 22222

BELLY DANCERS EVERY
FRI & SAT NIGHT
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of equal or lesser value - coupon good after 2pm
present coupon when ordering - not valid with other
offers - one coupon per visit - expires 11/30/04
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————————————-

Independently owned since 1994

Celebrating 10 years of business
2222 & Mopac * 467-9295 k —

ZVZUF
& Margarita Bar ® °
- 2i Doy One Platter & Recene R
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< WHISKY FEST >
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RESTAURANT ROULETTE

I TEX-MEX: DARIO’S RESTAURANT Try the fajita

omelet with grilled peppers, onions, potatoes, ; ; i

ESTIMATED MEAL COST PER PERSON \ ol vith gl peppes,clors T ,‘;’,;’;’7”3’7; crts g
479-8105 $$

$ <$10 $8 510-25 $8$ $25-40 $$8$$ $40+ AMERICAN CAFE: EASTSIDE CAFE The only =
restaurant in town with its own enormous gar- w?{ tNgw* :e*lzer
den. That means they serve the freshest salads a e

DOWNTOWN ITALIAN: CARMELO'S ITALIAN RESTAURANT This e a7 oes 4 Austin American S
ool ikl old-guard establishment serves a wide selec- v bv ustin American Statesman

TEX-MEX: ANGIE'S MEXICAN RESTAURANT This
homey restaurant serves up Tex-Mex breakfasts
and huge $6 lunch specials. Their incredible
homemade corn tortillas are one of their many
claims to fame. 900 E. Seventh, 476-5413 $$

PUB GRUB: B.D. RILEY’S PUB With Irish music,
excellent pub grub, and beer by the Imperial
Pint (20 oz.), no wonder there are always
friendly folks bellied up to the bar.

204 E. Sixth, 494-1335 $

AMERICAN CAFE: BITTER END BISTRO &
BREWERY Chef Reggie Ferguson’s eclectic,
upscale pub grub is arguably the best in the
city and the perfect complement to brewmeister
Brian Peters’ ales. 311 Colorado, 478-2337
$3%

CAJUN/CREOLE: THE BOILING POT Fresh boiled
seafood of every variety: shrimp, blue crabs,
oysters on the half shell, crawfish (in season),
boudin, gumbo, and red beans & rice.

700 E. Sixth, 472-0985 $$

FINE DINING: CAFE AT THE FOUR SEASONS An
excellent wine list with more than 200 offer-
ings, a high level of service, and an elegant
room add up to a sublime dining experience.
98 San Jacinto, 685-8300 $$$$

MEDITERRANEAN:

ATHENIAN GRILL Tasty tradi-
tional Greek cuisine. Spit-roast-
ed lamb, chicken, and gyros; an
outstanding avgolemono soup;
and tangy, creamy feta cheese
dressing are among the high-
lights. 705 Colorado,
482-8988 $3

TEX-MEX: SANTA RITA CANTINA
Fresh sauces, rotisserie meats,
and a friendly atmosphere
make this a welcome new
addition to Austin Tex-Mex.
1206 W. 38th, 419-7482 $$

FINE DINING, ITALIAN: SIENA
RISTORANTE TOSCANA Loyal
customers from the Loop 360
set enjoy hearty roast meats,
homemade pastas, a liberal
use of truffle oil, and the glow
of a crackling fire.

6203 Capital of TX Hwy. N.,
Bldg. B, 349-7667 $$$$

VIETNAMESE: TAM DELI &
CAFE Authentic and exquisitely
crafted Viet noodle house fare:
particularly strong on appetiz-
ers, bun, pho, and desserts.
Nice portions, good service, low
prices. 8222 N. Lamar,
834-6458 $

For full reviews and more, see
austinchronicle.com/guides/
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tion of traditional Italian dishes. The menu
offers numerous entrées from just about every
Italian food group. 504 E. Fifth, 477-7497
$89%

FINE DINING: FINN & PORTER Don't let the fact
that it's in a hotel scare you off. Finn & Porter is
a gorgeous place with top-notch sushi, inventive
seafood, and perfectly cooked prime beef.
500 E. Fourth, 493-4900 $$$$

STEAKHOUSE: G&M STEAKHOUSE This is the
closest thing that Austin has to a real diner.
You'll find fresh coffee, some gree-z steak and
eggs, and plenty of atmosphere.

626 N. Lamar, 236-9887 $$

TEX-MEX: JAIME'S SPANISH VILLAGE Traditional
Tex-Mex is complemented by the famous
Margarita Jaime - a frozen margarita with fresh
sangria on top. 802 Red River, 476-5149 $$

PAN-ASIAN: MARS RESTAURANT & BAR Creative,
Asian-inspired cuisine in a cozy, casual fine-din-
ing atmosphere. The food is eclectic, with influ-
ences ranging from Thai to Indian to Middle
Eastern. Full bar. 1610 San Antonio St.,
472-3901 $$$

SEAFOOD: MCCORMICK & SCHMICK'S This
Portland, Ore.-based chain offers daily changing
menus drawn from a “fresh list” of seafood
flown in from around the globe. Great apple
pie. 401 Congress, 236-9600 $$$

MEDITERRANEAN: MALAGA Austin’s only full-time
tapas bar offers a good core selection of the
real thing, along with an excellent list of fairly
priced wines and sherries.

208 W. Fourth, 236-8020 $$

DELIVERY, PIZZA: ROPPOLO’S PIZZERIA
Roppolo’s offers a variety of pies at their down-
town location. Whether you're a vegetarian or a
carnivore, they know how to pile on the top-
pings. 316 E. Sixth, 476-1490 $

SOUTHERN/DOWN-HOME: TONY’S SOUTHERN
COMFORT RESTAURANT A list of stick-to-your-
ribs entrées and baskets. Convenient downtown
location, good homemade desserts.

1201 E. Sixth, 320-8801 $$

EAST

TEX-MEX: AMAYA'S TACO VILLAGE More than just
a taco joint, this lively spot specializes in break-
fast tacos. The big draw here is mouth-watering
homemade corn tortillas. 5405 N. I-35,
Capital Plaza, 458-2531 $

TEX-MEX: BEJUCO’S RESTAURANT Cabrito, enchi-
ladas, tamales, and chile rellenos. Not open 24
hours, like the sign outside says, but you can
get three squares a day there.

2711-A E. Cesar Chavez, 476-7878 $$

SEAFOOD: CAPTAIN’S SEAFOOD & OYSTER BAR
A full range of both fried and broiled seafood.
Especially popular are the oyster or shrimp dia-
blo appetizers and Captain Dan’s Crawfish
Pirogue. 5700 N. I-35, 452-1417 $$

BURGER JOINT: GUS’S GRILL In addition to great,
cheap hamburger baskets, the sampler platter
allows you to try almost everything on the
menu. 3223 E. Seventh, 385-8898 $$

TEX-MEX: INOCENTE'S CAFE A great place to sip
an icy agua de horchata, enjoy good Tex-Mex
cuisine, and soak up the flavor of the neighbor-
hood. 2337 E. Cesar Chavez, 479-0218 $$

TEX-MEX: JOE’S BAKERY & COFFEE SHOP Belly
up to the lunch counter for homemade migas,
tacos, and award-winning menudo, then to the
pastry counter for piedras, novias, cemitas, y
capirotada. 2305 E. Seventh, 472-0017 $

BARBECUE: JOHN MUELLER’S B-B-Q Succulent
brisket, sausage, and ribs that would make
Louie Mueller proud. You can also get pork loin
and chops, beef prime rib and short ribs, and
chicken. 1917 Manor Rd., 236-0283 $

TEX-MEX: PATO’S Mouthwatering Tex-Mex grub
enjoyed in a laid-back - and rebuilt - beer gar-
den. Folks love the tacos, burritos, and enchi-
ladas, and the salsas are addictive.

1400 E. 38 476-7286 $

TEX-MEX: PORFIRIO’S TACOS Taco shop serving
breakfast and lunch. Carne guisada is their
speciality. 1512-B Holly, 476-5030 $

LAKE

ITALIAN: CIOLA'S ITALIAN-AMERICAN
RESTAURANT The sister restaurant of the
Virginia-based original has been pleasing lake
dwellers and Hill Country residents with its tra-
ditional Italian-American recipes.

1310 Hwy. 620 S., 263-9936 $$$

CHINESE: PAO’S MANDARIN HOUSE Open 24
hours Monday through Friday, this Mandarin
restaurant offers daily lunch and dinner spe-
cials. 2300 Lohmans Crossing #130,
263-8869 $$

TEX-MEX: ROSIE’S TAMALE HOUSE With a quar-
ter-century in Austin dishing out tamales and
fajitas, they also boast homemade pralines.
13436 Hwy. 71 W., 263-5245 $

SOUTHERN/DOWN-HOME: SPRINGHILL
RESTAURANT The daily buffet always features
fried catfish, vegetables, and several choices for
non-fish-eaters as well. 13212 Hwy. 71 W.,,
263-3244 $%

NORTH

JAPANESE: BENIHANA The cuisine has been infil-
trated by its surroundings, producing the Texas
roll, made with smoked salmon, avocado,
cucumber, cream cheese, and jalapefio.

9070 Research, 451-7505 $$$

JAPANESE: BLUE FIN SUSHI & ROBATA BAR This
small, comfortable restaurant offers good-quali-
ty sushi at great prices, grilled robata special-
ties, and a variety of bento boxes for lunch and
dinner. 661 Louis Henna Bivd. #300,
716-1688 $$%
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“Best way to get your
Jalapeio on”
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8th Annual Austin

Empty Bowl Project

Benefiting the Capital Area Food Bank of Texas

Hosted by

* UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT %
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ClayWays Pottery Studio & Gallery

Thanks!

With your help, we raised more than $33,000!

Special thanks to our sponsors:

1886 Cafe & Bakery

Austin Diner
(afé Josie
Castle Hill Cafe
Chef Ron Cooke

Chef Chip Henson
Culinary Academy of Austin

Eastside Cafe
El Mercado
Guero’s

Hoover's Cooking
La Madeleine
Magnolia Cafe

Main Street Grill
Monica's 701
Russell's Bakery

Sweetish Hill Bakery

The Soup Peddler

True Grif Texas Grill
Upper Crust Bakery
West Lynn Cafe

Wink Restaurant
I’ Tejas
Loot
ABC Restaurant Supply
Adam’s Canopy Service
Culinary Academy of Austin
Kinko’s - Burnet Road
Motorblade Postering

Tank Town Rainwater

Tom’s Tabooley

and to all of the ClayWays family, our long time friends, instructors, students,
and family members who have helped to make this event a success.
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1) CAPITAL AREA
FOOD BANK
OF TEXAS

Bill Evans, Broker

continued on p.58
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LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

EASTSIDE KINGS
EVERY SATURDAY 8-10pm

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY-FRIDAY 4-7pm
WEDNESDAY LADIES NIGHT 4-7pm
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MISO HAPPY

SUSHI HAPPY HOUR

SUSHI & DRINK SPECIALS: MON & TUE 4-7PM

KIMCHI SUSHI RESTAURANT

SUSHI BAR & KOREAN BARBEQUE & CUISINE
6406 NORTH IH-35 SUITE 2343 « IN LINCOLN VILLAGE

512.453.4111 « M-TH 11

-9:30 * F11-10:30 » SAT 12-10:30 * SUN 1-9:30

NOW SERVING LUNGHES

N0 CouPONS, COMPLIMENTARY GIFT CERTIFICATES, OR DINING CARDS ACCEPTED AT LUNCH

Triple Decker Club

0ld Fashioned Cheeseburger $8%

Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad $8%
Full Bar and Dinner Menu Available at Lunch - No Baked Potatoes until 5pm

$e

Chicken Fried Steak
Chicken Fried Chicken
Ribeye Steak

$8%
$8e
$13

DAILY BARBARY COAST STEAM TABLE PLATE - $89%

MONDAY- Salishury Steak or Salmon
TUESDAY- Beef Tips or Grilled Chicken
WEDNESDAY- Grilled Chicken or
Meat Loaf
THURSDAY- Chicken & Dumplings or
Chopped Beefsteak
All served with choice of two sides

8709 N. IH-35 512-835-9200

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

(Exit 241 @ RUNDBERG)

INTRODUCING

JC’s Restaurant and Steakhouse
Hand Cut Steaks Fresh Grilled Seafood
$6.95 Power Lunches
Free Wireless Internet

New Dessert and Espresso Menu
New Fall Menu with every entrée under $20.00

Join us for all your JC's Favorites

And try all our great
New Chef’s Specialties,
Fresh Baked Rolls,
Cornbread, and more!

RESTAURANT AND STEAKHOUSE

Here is a taste
of our new additions
BB(Q Beef Ribs

Huge Hickory Smoked Rack,

BB(Q Sauce and Steak Fries

Filet Oscar with Crabcake
and Hollandaise

Fried Green Tomatoes
with Shrimp Remoulade

$5.00
OFF

PRESENT THIS COUPON WHEN
ORDERING AND RECEIVE
$5.00 OFF ANY SELECTION
FROM THE ENTREE SECTIONS
OF OUR MENU AFTER 4 PM
ONE COUPON PER PERSON

<4 57 FOOD ~x

CHAIN, DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: EINSTEIN BROS.
BAGELS Eighteen flavors of steamed bagels;
11 varieties of shmears; a host of sandwiches
served on bagels, challah, or sourdough
baguettes; and salads, soups, and roll-ups.
4507 W. Braker, 338-6711 $

CHINESE: GOLDEN BAY Top-notch dim sum
served daily is already attracting customers to
this new Cantonese-style restaurant. Steamed
whole fish and other seafood are what they do
best at lunch and dinner. 8828 Research,
377-2869 $$

AMERICAN CAFE: JIM’S RESTAURANT Breakfast
fare includes most of the standards, along with
decent tacos. For lunch or dinner, try the chili
burger with fries or the chicken-fried steak
plate. 9091 Research, 837-1119 $$

JAPANESE: ORIGAMI Origami is considered one
of the top five sushi bars in the area. It's known
for its expansive selection of rolls, and the
sashimi and sushi menus cover every conceiv-
able want. 110 N. [-35 Ste. 200-B,

238-6522 $$$

SEAFOOD: PACIFIC STAR RESTAURANT &
OYSTER BAR An even mix of fried vs. broiled
and a large palette of choices and combos. The
perfect spot for seafood with a slightly Cajun
liit. 13507 Hwy. 183 N., 219-5373 $$

BURGER JOINT, DESSERTS, TAKEOUT: PLUCKERS
WING FACTORY & GRILL Who ya gonna call
when you're craving good wings in the wee
hours? These folks are frying and flying until
2am on weekdays and 3am on weekends.
9070 Research Ste. 201C, 533-WING $$

SEAFOOD, STEAKHOUSE: REED’S JAZZ &
SUPPER CLUB With good food, drink, music,
and thousands of yards of thick, red velvet
drapery, Reed’s is a terrific spot for romance.
9901 Capital of TX Hwy. N., 342-7977 $$$$

TEX-MEX: TRES AMIGOS Find all conceivable
combos of menu items composing the dinners,
plus specials such as chile rellenos,
chimichangas, Fish Veracruz, and Steak
Tampiqueno. 7535 Hwy. 290 E., 926-4441 $$

NORTH CENTRAL

ITALIAN: ASTI TRATTORIA For various ltalian
regional cuisines and an extensive wine list of
mostly Italian and Cal-Ital selections, try this
Hyde Park corner spot. 408-C E. 43rd,
451-1218 $$$

BURGER JOINT: DAN'S HAMBURGERS One of
several burger outlets operated by Austin’s
Hamburger King, Dan Junk, whose trademark
has always been good, fresh food and friendly
service. 5602 N. Lamar, 459-3239 $

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: DOLCE VITA GELATO &
ESPRESSO BAR Offers a delicious assortment
of handmade lItalian ice creams and fruit sor-
bets, along with a variety of coffee drinks, spir-
its, and cordials. 4222 Duval St., 323-2686 $

AMERICAN CAFE: HYDE PARK BAR & GRILL
Gotta have those batter-dipped fries, we know.
But this spot at the fork in the road does other
things very well, too, like fish, chicken, and
beef. 4206 Duval St., 458-3168 $$

TEX-MEX: JULIO’S CAFE The vegetarian taco with
perfectly grilled zucchini and summer squash is
a favorite, along with the enchiladas, chalupas,
and fajitas. 4230 Duval St., 452-1040 $

JAPANESE, KOREAN: KIMCHI SUSHI Simply dec-
orated Lincoln Village sushi bar also features a
menu of Korean favorites.

6406 N. I-35 #2343, 453-4111 $$

PIZZA: THE PARLOR Fine pizza, flowing pitchers,
and a punk feel come together amid the strains
of a stellar jukebox. 100-B E. North Loop,
454-8965 $$

SEAFOOD: QUALITY SEAFOOD It's the place where
all your favorite restaurants get their seafood,
so you know it's the freshest. Great for lunch or
an early dinner. 5621 Airport, 454-5827 $

SoUTH

BARBECUE: ARTZ RIB HOUSE A rib joint with a
lush courtyard, music most nights, and some of
the best barbecue in town. 2330 S. Lamar,
442-8283 $$

VEGETARIAN/VEGAN: CASA DE LUZ Follow the
walkway through herbs and flowers to the invit-
ing, airy dining room for food that is organic, in
season, vegan, and all-natural. 1701 Toomey,
476-2535 $$

INTERIOR MEXICAN: EL SOLY LA LUNA Their
menu of breakfast specialties is available all
day. Try the Omelette del Sol or the Omelette
de la Luna. 1224 S. Congress, 444-7770 $$

AMERICAN CAFE: GALAXY CAFE French-press cof-
fee and jazz on Saturday nights up the cool
factor, while bargain prices and delicious food
keep you coming back. 9911 Brodie Ln.
#750, 233-6000 $$

BARBECUE: GREEN MESQUITE One of Austin’s
favorite barbecue dives - it may look seedy, but
the food is exceptional. Bluegrass on the patio,
too. 1400 Barton Springs Rd., 479-0485 $$

FINE DINING: GREEN PASTURES The grand dame
of Austin restaurants for more than 50 years.
Sipping milk punch at Sunday brunch in this
stately Southern mansion is one of Austin’s
finest traditions. 811 W. Live Oak,

444-4747 $3$%$

TEX-MEX: JOVITA'S Part community center, part
restaurant, part music venue, and all fun.
Honest Tex-Mex and ice-cold beer.

1619 S. First, 447-7825 $$

AMERICAN CAFE: KERBEY LANE CAFE Famously
fabulous breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and a
favorite of the late-night set. 2700 S. Lamar,
445-4451 $$

TEX-MEX: ROSIE’S TAMALE HOUSE With a quar-
ter-century in Austin dishing out tamales and
fajitas, they also boast homemade pralines.
102 E. Oltorf, 440-7727 $

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: SWERVE COFFEE
LOUNGE An (iber-hip coffeehouse on increas-
ingly busy South Lamar, with a chic collection
of mod mags and even more-mod decor.
2310 S. Lamar, 444-1000 $

JAPANESE: UCHI The sushi ranges from fresh
scallops, tuna, and seafood to negitoro rolls,
seaweed, and chicken salad, and all is highly
rated. 801 S. Lamar, 916-4808 $$$$

FINE DINING: VESPAIO Buttery walls, warm wood,
a comfy bar, and a dazzling display of antipasti
near the front door are as impressive as the
menu. 1610 S. Congress, 441-6100 $$$$

UT

PIZZA: DOUBLEDAVE'S PIZZAWORKS Shoot pool,
enjoy good beer specials, and stuff yourself
with the campus area’s greasiest and most sat-
isfying indulgence: Double Dave’s pepperoni
rolls. 3000 Duval St., 476-3283 $$

FINE DINING: GRANITE CAFE New American cui-
sine at a popular location known for its scenic,
breezy patio view, fine customer service, and
pleasant Sunday brunch. 2905 San Gabriel,
472-6483 $$%

CHINESE: JADE CHINESE CUISINE Primarily a
Chinese restaurant, but they do have a sushi
bar with a limited selection. Best choice: the
Eel Hand Roll. 3704 N. I-35, 459-6001 $$

THAI: MADAM MAM’S Fans and regulars are
always borderline obsessed. The authentic Thai
homestyle dishes served in this popular cam-
pus-area spot are “Mam’s” family recipes.
2514 Guadalupe, 472-8306 $$

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: PLAYERS These fry-boys
will outfit you with the tastiest of grub on the
g0. Burgers do go with that shake.

300 W. MLK, 478-9299 $$

BARBECUE: RUBY’S BBQ The only barbecue joint
in town serving hormone-free beef, Ruby’s is a
favorite among blues artists and rib lovers
alike. 512 W. 29th, 477-1651 $

TEX-MEX: TRUDY’S A wide range of Tex-Mex with a
slightly contemporary twist, and fans are crazy
about the chipotle salsa and chips. The half-
pound burgers are tasty and massive, and they
also offer chicken-fried steaks. 409 W. 30th,
477-2935 $$

VEGETARIAN/VEGAN: VEGGIE HEAVEN The menu
is heavy on Asian dishes but also offers meat-
and dairy-free pastas, sandwiches, and
desserts. 1914-A Guadalupe, 457-1013 $

WEST

SEAFOOD: CAFE JOSIE Recently opened restau-
rant specializes in tropic-inspired, mesquite-
grilled, fresh seafood served in a colorful, open
atmosphere. 1200-B W. Sixth, 322-9226 $$$

INTERIOR MEXICAN: CURRA'S GRILL The wizards
whip up handmade corn tortillas while you sip
margaritas. Don’t miss the chile rellenos with
pecan cream sauce, or for breakfast, the
huevos machacado. 6801 Burnet Rd.,
451-2560 $$

TEX-MEX: ENCHILADAS Y MAS Hundreds of satis-
fied customers will testify that the chorizo
migas are worth a drive across town.

1911 W. Anderson, 467-7100 $

AMERICAN CAFE: HANG TOWN GRILL Jetson-era
family restaurant with gourmet pizzas and
mesquite burgers for mom and dad, combo
meals for kids. Outdoor patio. 701 Capital of
X Hwy. N., 347-1039 $$

FRENCH: LA MADELEINE Diners slide their trays
down the cafeteria-style line to order quiches,
salads, soups, and sandwiches on dense
homemade bread and croissants.

3418 N. Lamar, 302-1486 $$

JAPANESE: ODAKU Who would have thought a lit-
tle, out-of-the-way restaurant would hold such
treasures? We went straight for the hamachi
and uni. What a pleasant surprise!

2501 W. Parmer #500, 834-9304 $$

CHINESE: PEONY ASIAN CUISINE The ama ebi is
sweet as a mother's love, and the miso soup is
one of the richest versions of that Asian classic
in Austin. 5308 Balcones, 459-3341 $$

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: RUSSELL'S BAKERY &
COFFEE BAR A fine assortment of cakes, cook-
ies, and sandwiches along with coffee, juices,
and ltalian sodas. The peanut butter and
chocolate chip cookie is a tasty reward.

3339 Hancock, 419-7877 $

AMERICAN CAFE: 34TH STREET CAFE The perfect
setting for a quick, informal lunch in an atmos-
phere more sophisticated and relaxed than
your average deli. At dinner, the cafe features a
delightful casual-fine-dining menu.

1005 W. 34th, 371-3400 $$

BURGER JOINT: WATERLOO ICE HOUSE Hand-cut
fries and chocolate-cinnamon shakes draw a
comfortable, mixed crowd. 8600 Burnet Rd.,
458-6544 $$

VEGETARIAN/VEGAN: WEST LYNN CAFE
Moderately priced, refined vegetarian cuisine
that showcases Italian, Southwest, Thai, Indian,
and Russian vegetarian specialties.

1110 West Lynn, 482-0950 $$

LUNCH SPECIALS @ THAI
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Live ]Azz 7-10PM

Voted Best Noodle House M
-Austin Chronicle
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Try Our LuncH Quick Menu | & % Oun SECOND
I é‘; o LOCATION AT |
990-2111 S 2 10900
1200 WEST HOWARD | "~ LAKELINE
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www.kaprowleaf.com
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EXPIRES DECEMBER 15, 2004
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7601 NORTH LAMAR #1
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* PhotoFacial — Elite™ * Epilight Hair Removal

* Reducing Fine Lines *Botox

*Treating Rosacea * Microdermabrasion
*Treating Acne Scars * Eliminating Brown Spots

*Reducing Large Pores & Sun Damage

GUARANTEED LASER HAIR
REMOVAL STARTING AT $49

5 MICRODERMABRASIONS $250

JOIN US FOR
s A HANDROLL
[ i \ HAPPY HOUR
> | 4-7PM

F i PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE
1 b7 FOR HOLIDAYS

s = < HOONHINE >~

MoneFri. 5-9 |
1/2 price appetizers .
$2 draft beer - ;
4 martini shakers
10 wine flights

Sunday Brunch P
$12% Buffet
11am to 3em

\\\ l ///

m

53 Mimosas & Bloody Marys
Complimentary Valet
Downtown at 3 & Red River - 512-236-95%99
Reservations Accepted -~ www.moonshinegrill com
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“EXPLORE A NEW CONTINENT OF FLAVOR

South American Bar & Grill

DRINIKS, FOOD & FUN

Austin's Best Ceviche 11/26 Friday 9:60 PM
Tropical Juices, Empanadas Brazitfance™
Mojitos & Fresh Seafood n;"_;:l_“"}fzm A
Catpivinhas Vegetarian “TRES"
Eo-Latin Wincs rELEL Latin Jazz
fmported Beer  Grilled Chitken 11/2 Thurs, B:00 P
Tropical Fruit Pork & Beef “New Cycle”

Cocktails Churrasco Brezilian Rhythws
Book vou Heliday Partics for § to 150 People iy our Private Roobws
101 SaN JaciNTO AT CESAR CHAVEZ
www. donacmihias.com 478-252()

“Lree Wil oleroet Avcess™ Open Lor lunch & dmoee ® Swress oo e Four Sessons Lo el ®

ESFUJIYAMA

JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI BAR
“THE FINEST JAPARESE TEPPANTAR] AND ENTERTAINMENT™

OPEN DAILY
FOR LUNCH

MIMNER HOURS
SUN-THURS 5-10
FRI-SAT 5-11

JOIN ?'llllllhllimPPY
o T B o 5.00H 10 30PN,
HONDAY THRU FRIDAY
WITH 50% OFF
O SIDE ITENS
AND DRINKS.

4815 ERARER M., SUITE 530
BRARER M. & US 183 HEB SHOPPING CENTER

mESEE W 795-8333
WV FLjiYemalapang SeS+epkhouse tory
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TROY DILLINGER

FILIVI FESTIVAL
10 Austin Filnmakers 1 Rustin Musician

;’ 11 Amazmg Short Films

_ Wﬂlllll I’IIEMIEBE

The Austin Chronicle, Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Austin, The Alamo Drafthouse & Ain't It Cool News present

The Saturday Morning Kids Club

Free movies for kids on the last Saturday of every month! This month featuring:

MESSAGE FROM SPACE

FREE ADMISSION
ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE DOWNTOWN SAT, NOV 27, NOON
409 COLORADO ST - WWW.DRAFTHOUSE.COM - 476-1320 - ALL AGES WELCOME

DIRTY MARTIN'S

PLACE

BURGERS.
GCOLD BEER.

2808 GUADALUPE NEXT To CAMPus +477-3173

1AM TO DAYS A WEEK

WWW.DIRTYMARTINS.C M



Stefan Brogren
(I) and Pat
Mastroianni

JUST

LIKE OLD TIMES

It's hour nine of the Degrassi Junior High marathon, and
Snake and Joey have just been invited to a sex party. The
funny thing is, this is reality: Snake (Stefan Brogren) and Joey
(Pat Mastroianni) are smoking cigarettes outside of the Alamo
Drafthouse Downtown, which they’ve renamed the Alamo
Drunktank. Brogren refuses the invitation for the sake of his
girlfriend. Mastroianni, in turn, quips, “Sorry, I've already been
to three sex parties this week.”

According to Brogren, this doesn’t even compare to the
weirder encounters he’s had as a result of being on Degrassi,
which aired on Canadian television from 1987 to 1992. The
most bizarre is reenacted in a short film he’s made called
“Pizza Shop,” which aired during a break between episodes.
The actor and his girlfriend met a woman in a pizza shop who
was crying hysterically because her boyfriend was planning on
killing her. She said she didn’t want to call the police because
they were both on crack and holding. Then, through tears, she
asked, “Are you Snake?” and proceeded to wax nostalgic
about her favorite episodes, punctuating every other line with
“He’s going to fucking kill me!”

Yes, Degrassi has a weird effect on people. When | suggest
that there’s a strangely addictive quality to the show,
Mastroianni says, “I think there’s a rawness to it that people
appreciate. It's the opposite of what Hollywood’s done with
90210, The OC, Dawson’s Creek. Not everybody drives a
Porsche, not everyone can afford the best clothes. Sometimes
simple is better.” At the same time, Mastroianni concedes that
Degrassi is “the epitome of melodrama.” Brogren tries to think
of a contemporary American show that pushed the same
boundaries, but admits that he doesn’t “think any other high
school show has addressed issues in such a dark way.” He
points to the episode playing, in which the school bully,
Dwayne, discovers he is HIV positive. “In 90210, it would
never be Brandon that got AIDS, it would be his friend, who'd
disappear after that episode, get sent to a farm or something.”

While it's true that Degrassi was a groundbreaking show,
using a pittance and 16-millimeter film to push envelopes that
few contemporary shows pushed, there’s no denying that its
recent revival has something to do with the kitsch factor.
“There’s a kitsch value, a nostalgia,” Brogren says, “and we
dress really terribly.”

There’s been another significant spike in its popularity of
late, due to the show’s sequel, Degrassi: The Next
Generation, which airs on digjtal cable’s Noggin. Both Brogren
and Mastroianni star as parents in the series, and despite
their initial reluctance to participate, they agree that the show
has, against all odds, met the expectations of its predecessor
and even exceeded them. It has a lot to live up to: In one 14-
hour marathon of the original series, we've witnessed a sui-
cide, three teenage pregnancies (and two abortions), an acid-
induced jump from a bridge, a near drowning, a car wreck,
and a whole lot of cheating — academic and otherwise. How
does the new series top that? Brogren doesn’'t want to spoil
anything, but he alludes to an upcoming episode that’s “full-
on Columbine” and another wherein a main character starts
giving blow jobs for bracelets. Yikes. — Jess Sauer
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DVD WATCH

THE FEARLESS VAMPIRE KILLERS,
OR: PARDON ME, BUT YOUR TEETH
ARE IN MY NECK
Warner Home Video, $19.99

Light-years from the director’s previous two films —
1965’s Repulsion and 1966’s Cul-de-Sac — this was
as much a turning point for Polanski as it was for his
new lover and future wife, Texan Sharon Tate, the
buxom, Sixties-embodying actress (and former Beverly
Hillbillies regular) who would
fall prey to the Manson clan
just two years later. Here,
however, she’s gorgeous and
doomed as Sarah, the daugh-
ter of an innkeeper in a
remote Transylvanian hamlet.
She’s both a dinner object for
the local vampire clique, led
by Ferdy Mayne’s flamboyant
Count Von Krolock, as well as
the somewhat oblivious object |
of the mensch Alfred, assis-
tant to the titular Professor
Abronsius (MacGowran of The
Exorcist). Period horror come-
dies were virtually unheard of
in 1967, and although all of
Polanski’s work up to that
year had shone a flair for
blacker-than-pitch grave-dig-
ger humor (most notably
Repulsion), this would be the
first time he had experiment-
ed with outright comedy, which here runs the gamut
from sight gags and pratfalls straight out of vaudeville
(one character goes sailing down a snowbound moun-
tainside astride an open coffin) to double-entendres
and more subtle tomfoolery. Even the appearance of
Polanski, with his wide eyes and pronounced nasal
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of the film, though, judging from the lovingly art-direct-
ed castle and village set-pieces, looks like an homage
to the then-reigning Hammer Films Studio and their
Christopher Lee Dracula franchise. Few people may
recall it today, but perhaps the single best aspect of
Polanski’s film is the musical score, from Krzysztof
Komeda, best remembered for his penning of the
Rosemary’s Baby skin-crawling lullaby. Both humor
and horror work in tandem and work well here (the
crotchety Jewish vampire is a particularly nice touch),
a feat that wouldn’t again be pulled off with full suc-
cess until John Landis’ An American Werewolf in
London, and, more recently, Shaun of the Dead. The
Fearless Vampire Killers (the sub-
title was appended for the
American release only), feels
utterly foreign to those two films,
an antiquated if lovely period film
that straddles the Rubicon
between outright camp and
outright emotional
malaise. The horrific
sucker punch of a
denouement is pure
Polanski, though, as it
comes atop a moment
of tender comedics from
the director himself.
What's most interesting
about the film is its pure
alienness: For nearly all of its
running time, it feels as if
you’re watching a foreign film
translated into English and then
back again, which lends the pro-
ceedings, including the comedy, a
bizarrely surreal touch. It's almost
dreamlike in its weird little tone, a Manischewitz hang-
over of a nightmare that’s giddy enough to usher
chuckles and is thoroughly unique. The DVD is sparse
on the extras, however, with only the film’s original
trailer and a lengthy and tedious promo reel titled
“Vampires 101,” which is hardly worth the inclusion.
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appendage, is treated as something of a gag. The rest

— Marc Saviov

FILM NEWS
BY JOE O’'CONNELL

W Austin movie crews are coming home for the holidays
and should quickly unpack for frightful film fun. Forget
Louisiana, where our locals are wrapping up the Texas foot-
ball film Glory Road; spring in Austin is expected to sprout
two scary stories: a prequel to Platinum Dune’s remake of
The Texas Chainsaw Massacre and Focus Features’
Revolver, starring Buffy her own bad self, Sarah Michelle
Gellar, as a reincarnated woman looking to solve her earli-
er self's murder. Chainsaw folks, whose 2002 remake —
like Tobe Hooper’s 1974 original — was shot in Austin, have
been poking around the area looking at locations. Producer
Brad Form told Fangoria magazine that the prequel will
examine the backstory of Leatherface and his creepy
human-skin mask. Sheldon Turner, who also penned the
recent The Longest Yard remake (are we noting a trend
here?) wrote the next Chainsaw script. Meanwhile, Asif
Kapadia (The Warrior) is set to direct Revolver based on a
script by Adam Sussman. If all goes according to plan,
expect a February or March start for both films. Filmmakers
should find a ready crew with Tommy Lee Jones about to
wrap The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada and Robert
Rodriguez expected to be ensconced in the editing room
after The Adventures of Shark Boy & Lava Girl completes in
December. The Chainsaw prequel is already inked in for a
Halloween 2005 theatrical release.

W About to Rock: Give a big salute to Bob Ray, who
has signed a deal to release Rock Opera on DVD in March
via the tag team of Go-Kart Films, Hoverground, and KOCH

Entertainment. As if the film itself weren’t good enough,
extras will include short films “The Adventures of Donald
Starkland” and “Night of the Kung Fu Zombie Bastards
From Hell!” And that’s not all: You can also play the Rock
Opera drinking game along with eight cast members, bongs
not optional. Ray and his CrashCam Films compadres are
also in post production for Hell on Wheels, a documentary
about the Texas women who are single-handedly reviving
Roller Derby.

W Austin Attacks New Mexico: Two Austin short films
have been selected for the Santa Fe Film Festival, which
runs Dec. 1-5. Deepa Donde’s “Echoes From Juniper
Canyon” is slated for Dec. 3 and 5, and Rommel
Eclarinal’s border story “North of Ojinaga” unreels Dec.
4... The third annual Austin Jewish Film Festival is
seeking entries for its first ever trailer competition. Winners
get four passes to the fest, which runs Jan. 27 to Feb. 6,
and will see their no-more-than-90-second masterpieces
on the big screen. Details at www.austinjff.org/trailer.html...
Three true Texas tales that may or may not film here: Oscar
winner Halle Berry has signed to portray a defense attor-
ney in Tulia, about the 1999 arrests of 10% of the town’s
black population on drug charges. Gov. Rick Perry later par-
doned most of the accused... Denzel Washington will
soon direct The Great Debaters, about Melvin Tolson, the
professor at historically black Wiley College who started a
debate team that defeated Harvard for the national cham-
pionship... TNT has slated 14 Hours, the story of
Houston’s Memorial Hermann Hospital under siege after
flooding from Tropical Storm Allison in 2001. The film stars
Rick Schroder and JoBeth Williams but looks doubtful
to film in Space City.

Send film tips to filmnewsbyjoe@yahoo.com.
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OUT-OF-CGONTROL ROOM

BY BELINDA ACOSTA

This is the time of year we take time to
count our blessings and give thanks. There is
someone I would like to thank this holiday
season, as she won’t be sitting at my
Thanksgiving Day table. In fact, I don’t know
her name. She is the unnamed senior produc-
er for CBS’s overnight broadcast who dared to
do something very, very brave — or very, very
stupid, depending on your point of view. She
was the producer who gave the green light to
pre-empt prime-time programming to

announce Yasser Arafat’s death on Nov. 10.

Q) &

Unlike Desperate Housewives
actress Nicolette Sheridan’s pre-
Monday Night Football skit with
Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver
Terrell Owens (now dubbed
“Towel Gate”), the senior produc-
er’s performance was presumably
done fully clothed, and, I would
hope, better than Sheridan and
Owens. Towel Gate reportedly gar-
nered numerous viewer complaints
for its sexual suggestiveness (a towel-clad
Sheridan drops her towel and jumps into
Owens’ arms) and more importantly, for being
shown early in the evening, when thousands of
impressionable children could watch and get
the idea that sex and football are linked.
Apparently those erectile dysfunction commer-
cials, scantily clad cheerleaders, or the specta-
cle of thickly muscled, sweaty men violently

pounding each other into submission are no
cause for concern.

The unnamed senior producer’s decision
came during the last few minutes of the CBS
drama CSI: NY. As is often the case, I had it on
in the background while I was talking by
phone with a friend in California when the
CBS news bulletin came on my screen. I was
shocked. Not because I didn’t know Arafat’s
death was imminent, but that a mainstream
news source broke in to share this news at all.
To be honest, I was also heartened. After years
of eschewing its role as the fourth
estate — the role of which is to
maintain a balanced and healthy
skepticism — was CBS news get-
ting its act together? Would the
other network news sources follow
suit?  Would this simple but
important gesture spark interest in
people and events on the other
side of the globe that, for as much
as many refuse to accept even after
9/11 and the war in Iraq, might be worth
knowing about?

Well, a news bulletin can only do so much.

1 flipped through the broadcast channels, as
did my friend in California. There was no news
bulletin on her screen, though crawls began to
appear on NBC and ABC.

As if the CBS news bulletin weren’'t unusual
enough, something really strange followed the

Yasser Arafat

next day. CBS issued an apology. “An overly
aggressive CBS News producer jumped the gun
with a report that should have been offered to
local stations for their late news. We sincerely
regret the error,” a Reuters news source reported.

It’s an error to report a significant event in
world news? Apparently so, if the news cuts
into prime time, in this case, the last few
minutes of CSI: NY, which draws 16.7 mil-

lion viewers and ranks in the top 10 of all
prime-time programming. “Grumbles from
viewers and a number of CBS affiliates” (no
advertisers?) expressed their displeasure at
the move, according to a Broadcasting &
Cable online article that ran the day after the
bulletin aired. The same article also reported
that the senior producer had been fired and
that the pre-empted CSI: NY episode would
be shown in its entirety Friday, Nov. 12.
Well, that’s a relief.

I don’t know the details of this senior pro-
ducer’s firing. Maybe, in addition to her
“overly aggressive” action, she was stealing
paper clips from the supply closet. Maybe she
parked in Dan Rather’s parking space one
too many times. Maybe her decision to cut in
with news of Arafat’s death was the final bit of
information needed to complete the case for a
firing a long time coming. We might never
know. But we can all rest assured knowing
that we will be well versed about Towel Gate,
as well as the ongoing courtroom drama of
this sports figure or that female pop star’s love
life, what movie made how much money, or
any number of inane “news” stories that have
no direct effect on our lives. But the death of
a prominent, controversial leader in a trou-
bled part of the world and its aftermath? That
has fallen to the wayside faster than
Sheridan’s towel hit the floor.

So, thank you, unnamed female senior pro-
ducer for doing your job. Thank you for daring
to show, in one brief, ill-fated gesture, that the
world is bigger than my living room.
Unfortunately, it’s not bigger than CSI: NY.

E-mail Belinda Acosta at tveye@austinchronicle.com.
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THE MOVIES

The Austin Premiere:

“EOMETHING'S BREWIK' LN SHIKXR™

= Thr mnew drink=along docuncniazy
% by Baef and PFisn Produoctions

KIRUOQ

MFamilv Choice

KLRU'’s Family Choice Programs

are fun for the whole family!

Each month, KLRU (Austin, PBS) will choose a program for your
family to enjoy together.The KLRU Family Choice program will interest
and engage family members, ages 7 and up. KLRU’s Web site will provide ways
to further connect with each other by building on and extending the
program through discussion and activities.

Visit www.klru.org/family

This Month

Masterpiece Theatre’s
“Pollyanna”
Sunday, November 28, at 6 p.m.

This heartwarming story features a
freckled-faced ten-year-old girl with an
uncommonly upbeat outlook on life.

It’s a new adaptation of the classic children’s
book by Eleanor Porter.

KLRU-TV is broadcast channel 18, cable channel 9
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WHAT YOUR ANALYST MAY |
ot NOT TELL YOU!

Freud knew the tllerapeutlc
calming‘ effects of old
Persian rugs, but do you?

Calm, patient human creativity in a

world of stress and uncertainty.

The Magic Carpet
Old PerSIan Rugs

11 Jef{erson Square (1 601 W. 38‘(}1)
Terry Carlman, Proprietor

Provullng old Pers1an rugs

at reasonable prices to those

Tues.~Sat. 10~6 ¢ 458-1625
Est. 1982 W—E

who desire art in their
homes and offices.

208 W. 4th Street

j 236-8020

www.malagatapasbar.com
TAPAs & BAR
WAREHOUSE DISTRICT

Come Try Malaga’s Fabulous

Happy Hour
6 Nights a Week, Mon-Sat from 5-7

$4 Specialty Drinks ~ $2.50 Beers
$3 Select Wines
$2.50 Well Cocktails &

$6 Drink & Tapa Pairing
(any happy hour drink plus a select tapa)

CLASSES: 12/7: cooking class
12/21: xmas wines. Call 236-8776.

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY
PARTY TODAY AT

CEDAR
STREL T

COURTYARD

luxe

apothetique

fashion -beauty - gifts
arboretum market
next to saks 346.8202
bumble & bumble
darphin
frederic fekkai
citzens of humanity
bond 9
alora ambiance
7 for all mankind
diane von furstenburg
sue devitt
fresh
caudalie

vince
dr. hauschka

diptyque
jurlique
gift cards

photo: andrewshapter.com

Fantastic Holiday Sale!
FREE Shampoo

up to $10.00
with purchase of conditioner
of equal or greater value *

All Nail Polish Colors
Buy 2, get a 3rd

FREE*

Illume Candles
Buy 3, get a 4th

FREE~

Trapp Candles and Sprays
Buy 3, get a 4th
F R E * ot select
locations

*Alfreg items must be of equal or lesser value. Limit 4 on al specials.

Not valid with any other offer, coupon or discount. Limited time only.

BRAUTY STORE SALON & SPA

Central Market  South  Westbank Market
458-4444  444-4808 329-9876
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HAS NEVER BEEN

Consider @@MUS GIANS
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2 ERRS

W ARE EXFERTS AT SELLIMNG:
AMPS = MICS = MIKERS
KEYBIAILYS = 5 TERELRS

LICHTTMG SYSTEMS
STAGE GEAR = SMNAKLES
LLLUTAIES = BEASS LUIUTALLY
ETL.ECTROMICS « TURNTARTES
PLTXALS = CAMORAS
& MIICH MORE

(512)482.8256
CONSIDER-IT-SOLDNET
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SHAWN
COLVIN

Polarmds A Greatest Hits

HEAVIER THINGS

] Collection $11.99 CD [F
r'_l $1399 CD ERTRT
$11.99 DVD b
FRTLT Also available...
John M
L

a2 CD set
recorded live
on his recent Summer tour

— an indie store exclusive!

All of her hits are
included in this collection
from "Steady On" -
through "A Whole New

You." Also included is a brand new

“An equally available yet more

. sophisticated album.” - Rolling Stone
unreleased recording.

“Mayer’s progress is an open book,

Along with the DVD release of the same deep thoughts and all.” - Mojo

name, this is an incredible gift for any fan Listen and shop on-line, anytime.
(waterloorecords.com)

SALE ENDS 12-8-2004

Compact Discs
Records ¢ Video

of Shawn's work.

WATERLOO

10-11 Mon- Sat 11-11 Sun

600-A North Lamar Austin, TX 78703
www.waterloorecords.com
(512)474.2500

WHERE MUSIC STILL MATTERS

The Legendary Dolly P: (_)U Y
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Next Week!

atthe Hank Erwin Center



TCB

BY CHRISTOPHER GRAY
ROAD WARRIORS

As Zykos found out in last week’s “AlImost Famous”
(austinchronicle.com/issues/dispatch/2004-11-19/
music_feature.html), life on the road is often plagued with
all manner of indignities, from nonexistent promotion to
uncooperative slot machines. Several other Austin bands
that have likewise been taxing their odometers this fall
would like to add awkward stage wear, surprisingly well-
kept street people, mischievous bandmates, and
insomnia-induced hallucinations.

Emerging indie rockers What Made Milwaukee
Famous report their first-ever tour, two weeks to Chicago
and back, was hit and miss. The show at their destination
was “awesome,” relays singer/guitarist Michael Kingcaid,
but the dozen or so rockabillies gathered to see Wayne
“the Train” Hancock election night in Milwaukee “just
weren’t having it.” Better was Halloween in lowa, unless
you're drummer Josh Vernier. The band took the stage in
skeleton suits as the Karate Kid’s evil Cobra Kai clique, but
were short one costume. “[The store] only had one for 8-
to-12-year-olds,” snickers Kingcaid, “so we made our
drummer wear the kids’ costume.”

Another drummer, the Murdocks’ Ryan Cano, reports
his band just returned from a “long and hard and expen-
sive” 24 shows in 25 days. The trio’s trip was further
extended when their van broke down in Philadelphia; Cano
says the East Coast’s extensive system of toll roads basi-
cally wiped out any profits the alt-rockers might have
made. “It costs $22 to get through Pennsylvania alone,”

RINDIO
GINSGI

Fresh off winning the 2004
Shortlist Prize for their debut
full-length, Desperate Youth,
Blood Thirsty Babes, TV on
the Radio electrified La Zona
Rosa Saturday night. The
Brooklynites’ bass-heavy stew
of post-punk, soul, funk, and
gospel left the sold-out crowd
nice and sweaty for headliners
the Faint, who worked a
heavy Depeche Mode vibe
for most of their set before
unveiling a slow, sinister read-
ing of Talking Heads’
“Psycho Killer.”

Safe at home:
Endochine

he sniffs. “It’s not that big a state.” One thing that did go
right was the Murdocks’ CMJ showcase at NYC basement
club Siberia, even though it wasn’t in the best location.
“Meals on Wheels had just shown up, so there were all
these bums there,” Cano says. “A lot of them were
dressed better than us!”

Grungy Seventies throwbacks the Good Looks traveled
an equally eventful, if much shorter, road. Their smash-
and-grab long weekend in the Midwest began charitably at
a hometown benefit for St. Louis’ Phonocaptors, who
happened to be in Houston the night the Cardinals defeat-
ed the Astros for the National League pennant, and whose
Missouri-plated van was molested by revenge-seeking
fans. In Chicago — which apparently loves Austin bands
more than Austin does — their show with the Bon Meots at
the Hideout was “as packed as that place could get,” says
drummer Jake Perlman. In Cincinnati, they even found
two cases of Lone Star, as well as several of guitarist Matt
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THE RAIN WON'T HELP
YOU WHEN IT’S OVER

W.C. Clark stays nice and dry as a
handful of hardy souls braves the ele-
ments to watch the veteran local blues-
man perform at the new Austin City Hall’'s
grand opening Saturday afternoon. Fellow
performers Cornell Hurd, Malford
Milligan, and the Nash Hernandez
Orchestra, plus Austin Mayor Will Wynn
and Councilman Daryl Slusher, were on
hand at the quirky new seat of municipal
affairs — which, by the way, would be next
door to Liberty Lunch if Council hadn’t
sold it down the river to the Computer
Sciences Corporation. Thanks again!
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Drenik’s high school friends, but Drenik’s
impending tonsillectomy meant a 25-hour haul
straight home. “We must have stopped for cof-
fee at least 25 times between Texarkana and
Austin,” Perlman says. “Anything to keep white
bats from attacking the windshield.”

The vehicular malady plaguing Gibby
Haynes & His Problem on their recent
cross-country trek wasn’t imaginary rodents;
it was a van so laden with equipment it
couldn’t break 50 mph on certain mountain
roads. Despite sellouts in New York and San
Francisco, the group hit a dive about every
third night. “Gibby knows,” relays drummer
Shandon Sahm. “If it was a really bad club,
he’d just shake his head and say, ‘Another shit-
hole.” It went, like, good club, good club, shit-
hole ...” In L.A., opening for Ween, Haynes
scattered pieces of Sahm'’s kit about the
stage, placing each where it would cause maxi-
mum obstruction. Sahm got to pull some mis-
chief of his own later at a party with Red Hot Chili
Peppers guitarist John Frusciante. “| had just washed
my hand, and he stuck his out,” he says. “He said,
‘What’s up with your hand?’ | said, ‘Oh, | just came from
the bathroom. | just finished whacking it.”” After an
extremely awkward pause, Sahm, Frusciante, and the
Mars Volta's Omar Rodriguez-Lopez spent the next
two hours engrossed in a Kiss DVD.

Most recently back in town is Muse-channeling rockers
Endochine. Their Saturday night set at Stubb’s was flush
with exhaustion, relief, and that feverish sort of tightness
bands get after extended stretches on the road. As well it
should be: Since the local quartet’s sophomore effort, Day
Two, got picked up for national distribution, and save a
weekend stopover around Halloween, they hadn'’t slept in
their own beds since the Austin City Limits Music Festival
nearly two months ago. They were so happy to be home
they hardly even stuck around to party.

HITIIN AHYD

}K Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown, Joe Ely, Lyle
Lovett, Freddy Fender, Delbert McClinton, and
Ruben Ramos take vocal turns on Heard It on the X, the
third album from loose-knit Tex-Mex collective Los Super
Seven. A tribute to the border radio days of the Fifties and
Sixties, X is due March 22 on Cleveland’s Telarc Records.

K Moog, the story of soft-spoken electronic genius
Robert Moog and his invention that facilitated the births
of genres like prog-rock and synth-pop, opens Friday at the
Alamo Drafthouse Village. Yes keyman Rick Wakeman,
DJ Spooky, Money Mark, and Mix Master Mike all
appear in the film. For those who prefer fiddles, the Alamo
Downtown is offering free tickets for “bungee-bull” rides at
its Urban Cowboy screenings this weekend. Wear a cup.

}K Austin’s Invincible Czars, who call themselves
“ethno-mathological prog-rockers,” will perform their
arrangement of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker suite 7pm
Sunday, Dec. 12, at the Church of the Friendly Ghost. The
Czars promise to incorporate several different styles into
the program, including a heavy metal version of “Arabian
Dance.” The Golden Arm Trio, on loan from scoring
Richard Linklater's A Scanner Darkly, joins in the fun.

3 Rock a Mole productions has just released the seven-
minute VHS short “Everybody in, Nobody Out,” which
examines the always-touchy subject of health care for
musicians. Copies are available free for musicians at PO
Box 341305, Los Angeles, CA 90034. Everyone else must
pay $10; see www.rockamole.com for more info.

3 The Punk Rock BBQ, the loudest regular SIMS
Foundation benefit going, has moved yet again. Previously
housed at Ego’s and Trophy’s, the barbecue has landed at
Headhunters on Red River, and usually gets going
Saturdays around 4pm.

3 “TCB” has a lot to be thankful for, but he’s mostly
thankful for getting through this year in one piece. So far.
Happy Thanksgiving and Go '"Horns!
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U2 BLOW UP AGAIN ON ‘HOW TO DISMANTLE

AN ATOMIC BOMPB’

musicC

To get an idea how U2 rates on the lon-
gevity meter, consider this. Twenty-five years
after “That’s All Right Mama,” Elvis was
two years in the grave. The Rolling Stones
were wheezing into the career-saving Steel
Wheels, and the Who were being propped
up/underwritten by Miller Lite. A quarter-
century removed from the Quarrymen and
Cavern Club, John was dead and Paul was
cutting “Say Say Say.” Bob Dylan was deep
into his Eighties no-man’s land. The Sex
Pistols, Clash, Kinks, and Led Zeppelin
were long gone. Yet U2 soldiers on, in the
name of love, defying conventional wisdom
by refusing to burn out or fade away.

In honor of the recently released Live Aid
DVD (see “Phases & Stages”), let’s check in
with a few of their contemporaries. No one
has heard from Simple Minds in years. The
poor guy from Big Country killed himself a
few years ago. The Alarm resurfaced, briefly,
on VHI’s Bands Reunited earlier this year.
Thanks to Donnie Darko and Interpol, Echo
& the Bunnymen are back in vogue, but
haven’t done anything of consequence since
1987. Neither have the Smiths. New Order
is still kicking around, more or less, but it’s
a long way from “She’s Lost Control” to
World Cup anthem “World in Motion.”

R.EM., U2’s dance partners at the first
Clinton inauguration oh those many moons
ago, finally appears to be losing its religion
for good. Only the Cure has had such lasting
influence and impact while regularly releas-
ing new, interesting, challenging albums,
like this year’s self-titled feel-good hit of the
summer. Switching tax brackets, Prince is
back in a big way with Musicology, but only

Long dismissed by the downtown cogno-
scenti, their distinctive sound is now the
cornerstone of vanguard-dwellers like the
Killers, the Walkmen, Franz Ferdinand, and
Snow Patrol. U2 has long since earned their
spot in the pantheon, and like many of their
heroes, could have packed it in years ago.
Instead, they've released another album,
How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb.

Atomic Bomb, their 11th, doesn’t get in
your face, it punches you in the gut with
one hand and pulls your heartstrings with
the other. For context, simmer the moodi-
ness of The Unforgettable Fire with the wide-
eyed faith of Boy. Gird it with a healthy dose
of Achtung Baby grind. Filter the best guitar
moments from War through Pop’s studio-
savvy postmodern screen, with Bono in full-
on Joshua Tree proselytizing mode much of
the time. Mix up a cocktail in the Zooropa
lounge, and don’t forget All That You Can’t
Leave Behind. Let it Rattle and Hum around
your car for a while, and it’ll be next October
before you take it in the house. “There’s no
way we could get away with living the way
we do if we made a crap album,” Bono said
recently. They haven’t.

As they did on All That You Can’t Leave
Behind, U2 stitch together Atomic Bomb’s
sound by cherry-picking elements from
various phases of their career. For every
one of Edge’s pealing arpeggios, there’s
gobs of Zooropa fuzz. The acoustic guitar
underpinning several songs, rockers and
ballads alike, is offset by Clayton’s futuristic
basslines, several of which sound plucked
straight from Pop. Edge layers so many of
his signature sounds — the ringing echoes,

“A HEART THAT HURTS IS A HEART THAT BEATS”
CAPTURES ATOMIC BOMB IN ONE LINE.

after a nearly decadelong fallow spell. And
of all the performers mentioned in Bowling
for Soup’s cheeky “1985” (Springsteen,
Madonna, Blondie, etc.), U2 are the only
ones who’ve done anything this year besides
sing at a few John Kerry campaign rallies.

Even at this late date, many people scoff
at the idea of U2 as rock royalty. The reasons
are familiar: Bono’s too preachy. The Edge
only knows one riff and a couple of chords.
A monkey could play Adam Clayton’s bass
parts. Larry Mullen Jr is always behind
the beat. They write the same song over
and over. That thing with the lemon. OK,
that last one was pretty stupid. But Rattle
and Hum was a long time ago. These days,
they’re not trying to sound like anyone but
U2, and it’s obviously working. They’re sell-
ing millions of albums, winning Grammys,
packing arenas and stadiums, and cracking
radio playlists targeted to audiences 20 and
30 years their junior.

the rusty-blade riffs, the swooping steel
— on top of one another it’s like several ver-
sions of the guitarist playing at once, each
wearing a different-colored wool skullcap.
Mullen, the model of dependability, plays
drums. Twenty-five years of hanging around
have left him and Clayton tighter than a
Huntsville cell-block.

The soul transfusion that began in Berlin
with “One,” and hovered amorphously
around Zooropa and Pop before becoming
the foundation of All That You Can’t Leave
Behind, is now complete. The bomb of the
title is Bono’s father Bobby Hewson, with
whom the singer had a tempestuous but
close relationship. He passed away in 2001,
and his death is the album’s nucleus, the
genesis for the disorientation of “Vertigo,”
the wrenching grief of “Sometimes You
Can’t Make It on Your Own,” and the serene
acceptance of “One Step Closer.” Bono’s
repeated references to kneeling represent

filial piety as much as religious supplica-
tion. As on Achtung Baby, itself borne out
of a stormy period of marital and inter-band
turmoil, the lyrics are deeply personal.
For all his lyrical misfires over the years
— “a dry and waterless place,” from “The
Unforgettable Fire,” is one favorite — every
once in a while Bono conjures real poetry.
“A heart that hurts is a heart that beats”
captures Atomic Bomb in one line.
“Vertigo,” perched atop Billboard’s
Modern Rock chart for the last month, is
the starting point, the precipice. Mullen
bangs his sticks together, Bono counts off
in Spanish, and everything thereafter is free
fall. Edge’s monster riff circles overhead,
taunting Clayton and Mullen, as Bono con-
ducts a whirlwind tour of heaven and hell.
The vast “Miracle Drug” adjourns to the
hospital, but it’s not about stem cells. Love
is the drug. Love is pretty much the only
answer to any question U2 ever asks. How
to dismantle an atomic bomb, anyone?
Guess. “Sometimes You Can’t Make It on
Your Own,” which Bono and Edge sang at
Bobby Hewson’s funeral, fades up on Bono
alone in a corner of some deserted Dublin
pub before expanding into a full-fledged
hymn. Edge shows once again why he’s got
the best falsetto in rock & roll, and Bono
actually sings, “You don't always have to be
right.” Who ever heard of such a thing?
“Love and Peace or Else” blasts U2
back into the political arena in no uncer-
tain terms. Bono chants down Babylon via
Sinatra and Tom Waits, while Clayton and
Mullen swing it like Count Basie. Edge
treats his guitar like an electrified dagger,
unleashing some of the nastiest squalling
he’s ever done. This will kill live. So should
“City of Blinding Lights,” which plays like
one of those video effects where hundreds
of headlights zip by at superspeed. The flail-
ing “All Because of You” is one of the most

punk rock songs in U2’s catalog and likely
began when the boys were goofing around
on David Bowie’s “Rebel Rebel” one day at
sound check. It also contains the album’s
funniest line: “I like the sound of my own
voice, I didn’t give anyone else a choice.”
Even Bono’s harshest critics will have a
tough time arguing with that.

The divide between love and romance is
one of Atomic Bomb’s tertiary themes, Bono
declaring at one point, “I've had enough of
romantic love.” But on the soulful “A Man
and a Woman,” New Wave piped into a
Moroccan hash bar, he gives his inner Yeats
free reign, pining for a “little sister” who is
“honey on my tongue.” Elvis and Dwight
Yoakam were unavailable for comment. The
masterful “Crumbs From Your Table” is eas-
ily the most politically harsh song to include
the lyric “cool down mama.” Bono’s indig-
nation at the West’s indifference to Third
World suffering oozes out of the speakers,
but the last three minutes belong solely to
Clayton and Mullen, who dig down deep for
some of that greasy Achtung Baby roll.

“One Step Closer” and “Original of the
Species” are essentially the same song, a
slow-building two-part epic that climaxes
with Bono prostrating himself before a blind-
ing light that’s either God or the reflection
from Edge’s sunburst Les Paul. Closing
prayer “Yahweh” is typically ambiguous, as
“all this pain before the child is born” could
be about Jesus or the two kids Bono and
wife, Ali, have had since All That You Can’t
Leave Behind. The baby images reinforce the
rebirth/renewal theme and intersect another
recurring motif, the idea of submitting to a
higher power. Whether it’s Yahweh, Jesus,
his dad, or just rock & roll doesn’t matter.
“Still waiting for the dawn,” Bono sings. And
so U2’s great journey of healing has brought
the band back to the beginning, ready to do
it all again. |
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Me and My friends

JOHN FRUSCIANTE’S PARALLEL UNIVERSE

John Frusciante is pure music. On a hazy,
Southern California summer morning on the
Sunset Strip, in a hotel conference room, the Red
Hot Chili Peppers’ guitarist vibrates at unknown
frequencies, his wiry frame fidgeting to the verge
of short circuit at this non-music-making meet.
The first question about his universe is all it takes
to flip Frusciante’s switch. Dead eyes blaze, and
even with a mouthful of replacement teeth, words
pour out like electric current. Past drug abuse has
aged the 34-year-old L.A. dweller another decade,
but passion is the fountain of youth.

Actually, Frusciante is weary and admits as
much. Two nights ago he played in San Francisco,
and last night, he and constant collaborator Josh
Klinghoffer trio-ed up with krautrock monarch
Michael Rother of Neu! Two guitars, no vocal
mics, and Klinghoffer’s drum kit equal 70 atten-

tive minutes of metronomic, sometimes dancey
guitarchitecture in one full room of the Knitting
Factory complex. When Frusciante’s bandmate
Flea materializes stageside, the room lurches to
the left to get a better look. A single, two-minute
encore, “Ghost Riders in the Sky,” sends everyone
home with smiles.

Following the international success of the Chili
Peppers’ By the Way, documented on last year’s
mesmerizing Live at Slane Castle DVD and on this
summer’s 2-CD, import-only Live in Hyde Park,
Frusciante uses his downtime to execute another
ambitious campaign: Six Albums in Six Months
(see sidebar). Which doesn’t even include March’s
major label solo swan song, Shadows Collide With
People. It does, however, encompass a frank, often-
metaphysical discussion on life and music, which
to Frusciante are, of course, synonymous.

musicC

Austin Chronicle: How did you hook up with
Michael Rother?

John Frusciante: I was going around doing
interviews and people would ask me, “Who’s
your favorite guitarist?” and I'd say, “Michael
Rother.” This is around the time we were
touring for Californication or when we were
writing By the Way. [ started mentioning it in
the press a lot. Eventually, some German
interviewer offered to put together an inter-
view with me and Michael. And he did. ...

I'm really honored to be able to introduce
Michael’s music to people. I think the
music he made on his solo records is really
beautiful music. Michael’s solo records
don’t have the same wildness that Neu! had,
but they have such beautiful melodies, such
beautiful chords, such graceful simplicity. I
really appreciate that.

At the time of By the Way, 1 was really influ-
enced by that. Now, I'm in a completely dif-
ferent place musically, so I feel I was doing it
out of respect for Michael. Now I like things
to be more jagged, and screwed up.

AC: You mentioned By the Way. There’s
Beach Boys tones on that album, Pet Sounds.
Was that Rick Rubin, the band? 1 hear it in
your solo albums, though not as pronounced.

JF: The solo record coming out in
November [A Sphere in the Heart of Silence]
has a lot of harmonies. More harmonies
than By the Way. When we made By the Way,
I'd never recorded harmonies in a studio by
my own will. Rick had forced me to do
backing vocals for Californication, which at
the time I wasn’t into. It wasn’t until Guy
Picciotto of Fugazi was so complimentary
about my harmonies that it made me think,
“Oh, wow — harmonies. Great!” [Laughs]
Before that, I was like, “Harmonies suck.”

When we made By the Way, Anthony
[Kiedis] and I discussed me doing a ton of
harmonies all over the album. We were
gonna make my voice be an equal element
to the music as the guitar, bass, or anything
else. This is something that Anthony was
and is still very in favor of. I wasn’t actually
listening to the Beach Boys until the last
couple of songs that I did. It was toward the

very end of the album that I went into an
obsessive period about the Beach Boys.
While I was making the record, it was more
the Beatles, Frasure, Queen.

AC: How much credit does Rick Rubin deserve
for the overall sound of By the Way?

JE: Rick is so incorporated into what we do in
the band that it’s hard to pinpoint exactly
what he does, but he definitely infiltrates. 1
mean he’s as much a part of the record as any
of us. It’s just in a more ethereal, kind of fem-
inine way. You can’t say, “Oh, there’s Rick.”
Brian Eno produced records where you can
tell he treated the guitar, so you know it’s an
Eno-produced record. There’s nothing like
that with Rick, but he’s all over the record just
in terms of his ideas. The fact that the record
is as concise as it is has a lot to do with Rick.

JOHN FRUSCIANTE
IS PURE MUSIC.

AC: Ethereal is a good word. You don’t hear
many “mainstream” rock albums that have
that quality.

JF: I think a big reason for that is that a lot
of elements on By the Way are mixed very
soft. 1 did all kinds of little synthesizer
things that are barely audible. A lot of the
time my guitar is barely audible. The mix is
definitely done in a really subtle way. When
you have a lot of things that are just barely
at the level of audibility, you tend to feel
them more than hear them, and that creates
a sort of ethereal quality.

When I made my first solo record after By
the Way — Shadows Collide With People — that
whole album had been conceptualized while
making By the Way. I wrote the songs at the
same time [ wrote the songs on By the Way.
The demos were made while we were writing
By the Way. When we actually recorded
[Shadows], it was built into the songs that
there was going to be a lot of harmonies, but
I didn’t want to overdo it, because on By the
Way I had done so many. ...

On The Will to Death, 1 thought it would
be a good idea to make a record with very

NATHAN JENSEN

little backing vocals, because we’d done it
so much on Shadows. 1 always have to have
a new idea for each album. For The Will to
Death, the idea was to have very little back-
ing vocals. There’s a lot of other huge dif-
ferences. In every way, I wanted the oppo-
site of Shadows.

AC: Where does your music come from? Some
musicians say they’re simply channeling it.

JF: Since I was 4 I've had deep feelings for
music. By the time I was 7, [ started becom-
ing obsessed about the groups I liked. By
the time I was 10, 11, music was the only
thing that made life meaningful to me. My
excitement about music is what led me to
play the guitar in the first place — as well as
feelings of pain inside me that I didn’t know
where to direct.

Once I found music as a place to put
that energy, [ became a much more relaxed
person, because I was starting to get aggra-
vated at the age I started playing guitar,
when I was, like, 12. I was getting very
frustrated and angry, and once I started
being able to learn punk songs and bash
on my guitar, I became the peaceful person
that I'm supposed to be.

It also must come from painful things from
when I was a kid, but in general, that stuff
takes place on a subconscious level. The
most obvious place that it seems to come
from is just because I sit around listening to
music all the time. It’s the most important

thing to me. If 'm on tour, I have my head-
phones on all the time. I'm always playing
music. When we go backstage, 1 go immedi-
ately to the CD player, I put on music. I have
music going on all the time. Then once I have
a chance to sit still and write, ideas start com-
ing to me for songs. It's usually inspired by
something that I'm listening to.

At the same time, philosophically, I've
definitely been made aware throughout my
life — especially during the five years that I
wasn’t a part of the human race — that the
actual human being itself is not responsible
for the ... generator of the music. Music is
generated by another realm that’s not ...

I could talk about it. It gets on a more
intellectual level.

Basically, it’s a realm of thought, where
thoughts actually create life-forms. If you
imagine that every thought in your head,
every thought anybody’s ever thought did-
n't just disappear. Every thought left some-
body’s head and went out into some far-
away place in outer space. Every thought
that’s ever been thought exists there.

Some doctor explained to me that
thoughts send out thought waves into the
atmosphere, and I realized there’s a realm of
thought, and those thoughts end up creat-
ing life-forms and personalities within the
realm of thought. Our thoughts are con-
nected to that place and we learn from that
place and that place learns from us. Every
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thought anybody’s ever thought is there, so all
knowledge is there. The characters there exist
completely with all the knowledge the human
race has ever had to offer in all history, but they
can’t do anything with that knowledge,
because they’re not people. They don’t exist in
a place of time.

It's a realm of thought. There’s no time
there. They can’t actually write a song, or write
a book, or paint a painting or anything,
because they’re just thoughts. They have per-
sonalities and life-forms just like we do, and
they have the ability to communicate with us
on a conscious level, whereas we communicate
with them, but we do it all subconsciously. We
don’t realize it’s happening.

AC: What’s your relationship to death?
JE: [Long pause] Well, it’s something that I
don’t see as being separate from life. ...

Whenever there’s any kind of fear of failure,
or fear of not being successful, or fear of not
being good, those are all just different versions
of fear of death. All those things are fear of
death. I think the difference between my life
before I took my five years away from doing
anything and after is that I was scared of so
many things before, never realizing that at the
heart of it was just a stupid fear of death.

Luckily I had a lot of supernatural experi-
ences that made me see clearly what was going
on with death. That it was something that was
with me all the time, not something that was
going to happen to me someday. The spirits in
the place where people’s consciousness contin-
ues after they’re dead are helping me all the
time. They’re with me all the time.

Now, this time around, I'm playing music
with no fear of any kind. Yeah, it comes up
every now and then because I'm human, but I
have enough experience and knowledge to
understand that at the root of it I'm all right
because I'm not afraid of dying. It gives me the
ability to continue, to always be clear about my
purpose here, to always be clear about just who
I am, to always be able to face myself. Fear gets
in your way of being able to really face yourself,
be honest to yourself about who you are.

AC: On your first two solo LPs, Niandra LaDes
& Usually Just a T-Shirt (1994) and Smile From
the Streets You Hold (1997), a certain amount of
fear is palpable, because by To Record Only
Water for 10 Days (2001), so is a joy that hadn’t
been there previously. Is that fair to say?

JFE: Yeah. Those first two albums, Smile and
Niandra LaDes, a lot of the music was done
during a time that I was very happy, but I still
wasn’t very clear. I didn’t know what was
going on. I almost felt like I was making music
by mistake or something, because I wasn’t
clear with myself. I didn’t have a healthy, inter-
active relationship with death at that time, so
[ was being taken advantage of and freaked out
alot. A lot of voices in my head that I was very
confused by — a lot of confusion. ...

After a while, in general — except for an
exceptional few people — you end up running
out of steam. You need to take the initiative.
You can’t just let your subconscious be your
ruler. You have to take the bulls by the horns
with your conscious mind. You have to make
decisions. You have to take control. You have to
leave yourself open to what the subconscious
has to offer, because that’s where a lot of the
great ideas are, but if you don’t know how to
take charge, the subconscious isn’t enough. It’s
just going to get more and more disparate.
That’s what happened to me at that time.

When I ran out of steam, I made the decision
that I was just going to paint, and I was going
to stop doing music for a while. I actually made
the decision that I was going to stop playing
music forever. That’s when I released my first
solo album. It had been recorded mostly when
I was in the Chili Peppers and just after I quit
the Chili Peppers. At the time that I recorded it,
I didn’t think I was going to release it, and then
I decided to release it. Then the second album
came out; it was just leftover stuff from that
period, with maybe five exceptions.

Then I had a whole five-year period where I
was focusing on painting, and drawing, and
reading about artists — giving myself a kind of
art history education.

continued on p.70
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AC: You didn’t play during those five years?
JF: No, I didn’t play. The couple attempts I
did make at live performances and making
recordings failed, because it’s not enough to
just be John Frusciante, or to be anybody —
to be Jimi Hendrix. You have to work hard.
You can’t just expect that because of who
you are that’s enough to make music.

I had no spirits on my side when I tried
making music in ’96. I had none of the ener-
gy that’s inside of me that pushes me to do
what I do. I had none of the technique, I
had none of the discipline, I had none of the
focus. There’s no reason why me, who not
having played music because I was smoking
crack and stuff, there’s no reason I should
be able to record music. Once I actually
stopped taking the drugs I was taking and
started living a very simple sort of life ...

I had this tiny little guest house I lived in.
I had just enough room for my records and

very little else. I just sat there practicing all
the time.

After six months I felt like I was good
enough to be making little demo recordings
and stuff. I had joined the Chili Peppers. If it
wasn't for joining the Chili Peppers 1 would
have never put that amount of time into prac-
ticing. The only reason that I make music now
is because Flea and Anthony had the belief in
me that they had when I rejoined the band.

Because I'd play with other people
around that time, like Perry Farrell, but he
couldn’t see it as the future. He had no
belief in me. He just knew what I was at one
time, and what I was now, which was signif-
icantly less than what I had been. Whereas
Flea and Anthony saw what I could be. They
had a vision. I don’t even know that they
knew what I could be. To them, they just
thought I was great right then. They just
thought the sound of us playing together is

Six Adbams in Six Masths

All titles released on Record Collection (www.recordcollection.com).

The Will to Death (june 22, 2004)
Peels the sheen off Shadows, but not the
ringing heights (“A Doubt”), melodicism
(“Loss”), or piano ballads (“Far Away”).
Frusciante hits his (a cappella) notes.

Ataxia, Automatic Writing
(Aug. 10, 2004)

Frusciante, Josh Klinghoffer, and Fugazi's
Joe Lally: five songs, 45-treated minutes, in
the studio, live. “Dust” storms for nine, and
“Addition” locusts for 10. Where was Crazy
Horse for “Montreal”? PiL, part one.

DC EP (sept. 14, 2004)
Lola Montes nails the
artwork, Frusciante snags

the soul of brevity - 15
minutes - and producer
lan MacKaye takes home
the cover statuette for DC
indie R&B. “A Corner” turns and fights,
“Repeating” croons.

A Sphere in the

this Heart's electronic sea

séance, “Communique,”’ and otherworldly “At
Your Enemies.” Frusciante’s 88s counter on “My

Inside of Emptiness (oct. 26, 2004)
www.johnfrusciante.com: “My favorite records
at the time, in terms of production, were White
Light/White Heat by Velvet Underground and
Lust for Life by Iggy Pop.” See “A Firm Kick”
and “Inside a Break,” respectively. “The last
song is called ‘Scratches’ and we think the
Rolling Stones should buy it off us.”

Heart of Silence
(Nov. 23, 2004)

To Record Only Water for
Ten Days Part 2. Awash in
Frusciante’s wailing “Walls,”

parts for Klinghoffer's wind-blown piano

Life!” The heart of Shadows Collide With People
and the 6/6 series.

Curtains (an. 25, 2005)

Acoustic, TBA. - R.H.

Red Hot Chili Peppers,
Selma, Texas, 2003 __
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the greatest thing in the world. It’s just a
chemistry that’s there. I don’t think they
were thinking, “Oh, in five months he’ll be
good.” They were thinking, “This is the
greatest thing in the world right now.”

The feeling that that gave me, to actually
have these people believe in me ... because
nobody believed in me. I could see it in the way
people would look at me. I was a loser. Flea
and Anthony, to them, I was a winner. Playing
with them every day inspired me. I was just
playing along with records every day. I started
as if I hadn’t played guitar before. It was like I
had lived another life, and I was starting life
again, only I had the ability to learn everything
about how to do and how not to do things
from this past life. I really was starting from a
fresh point. From point A again.

When I was 18, there was a point A.
When I joined the Chili Peppers I had the
ability to do anything. I had total freedom
to do anything. I misused that freedom. I
didn’t do things right. For the first couple
of years, I really fucked off and wasn’t dis-
ciplined at all. Didn’t focus on music at
all. So by the time I was 20 and I wasn’t
actually focusing on music, I was totally
off balance.

This time, I was starting from a fresh
place. Whether I was a failure, or whether I

was a loser, I believed in myself and I knew
the right way to do things. I'd thought about
things enough. I'd spent enough time
regretting things enough to know the right
way to do shit. Whether it was practicing
guitar, or whether it was how to treat your
friends or whether it was how to settle an
argument between you and a friend or how
to love somebody. I finally had the stuff
under my belt, so this time I was going to
start again. Because forever it just felt like I
was trying to crawl out of a dirt hole. It felt
like all my drug addiction and all the bad
behavior of my youth had just put me down
in a hole, and I could not get out.

I just wanted to get out and get into life. ...

It’s been a good path since then, because
I've grown and changed and gotten better at
a pretty even level. I've stayed disciplined the
whole time, and I don’t ever lose sight of the
fact that in the equation of what makes the
music that I make, 'm a very small part of it.

It’s the music that I listen to. It’s pain. It’s
the friends that I have, whether they’re
human beings or spirits. That’s where the
music comes from. I'm just going on from
that line. I was really blessed to be able to
start from that fresh point and to have
friends who believed in me. It would have
been impossible without them. |
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DVDnds

LIVE AID
(WSM)

Held July 13, 1985,
in London and
Philadelphia, Live Aid
was an extraordinary tri-
umph of technology and
goodwill. Beamed to 98% of the
world’s televisions, the concert raised
$80 million in one day for African
famine relief. Phil Collins became
the first artist to perform on two con-
tinents in one day (the real reason
why Concorde was retired), and
organizer Bob Geldof was knighted
for his efforts. To expedite legal
matters, no provisions were made
for future use of the Live Aid broadcast —
a quaint notion by today’s standards.
Culled from incomplete BBC and MTV
archival footage, this 4-DVD set is a choppy
yet charming souvenir of Eighties pop life.
Performing in rapid-fire succession with piece-
meal festival sound, few acts delivered
career-defining sets at Live Aid. Nevertheless,
there are some amazing moments. The
Boomtown Rats’ impassioned reading of “|
Don’t Like Mondays” showcased Geldof’s
musical accomplishments, while Queen’s set
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found Freddie Mercury wearing Wembley
Stadium like a glove. U2’s elongated “Bad,”
culminating in Bono climbing down from the
stage to embrace fans with a filial intensity,
may have been the moment when the world
at large acknowledged the group’s sig-
nificance. Stateside, Mick Jagger and
Tina Turner’s duet on “State of Shock”
resonated with a white-hot prurience
that makes Janet Jackson’s
Super Sunday boob flop
seem tame. Evidence of
Madonna’s not-quite-solidi-
fied icon status can be
found in her silly romp back-
ing the Thompson Twins on a
cover of “Revolution.” RUN-DMC
was Live Aid’s sole rap act, and
their set wasn’t even broadcast,
S0 it's nice to see them blow
up “King of Rock” in the bonus
footage. Teddy Pendergrass’
emotional performance with
Ashford & Simpson, his first since
being paralyzed in a car accident,
is another highlight. There’s plenty
of rice and potatoes from the likes of
REO Speedwagon, Status Quo, and
Kenny Loggins, but leaving those guys out
would’ve resulted in an inaccurate depiction
of the era. Besides, as the BBC report on the
famine that spurred Geldof to arms still
attests, it was all for the very best of causes.
— Greg Beets
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EMINEM
Encore
(Interscope)
Somebody should
tell Eminem it's OK
for his albums to be
less than 80 min-
utes long. Then
maybe his creative
needle wouldn’t
hover so precarious-
ly close to empty. Case in point: where 2002
smash “Without Me” was bitingly clever, Encore’s
carbon copy “Just Lose It” is puerile and embar-
rassing, even though he quotes Beavis and Butt-
head and does a wicked Pee-wee Herman. The
best thing going for “Puke” is the clip of some-
one (the listener?) vomiting, and that’s not even
as good as the one on the Butthole Surfers’
Independent Worm Saloon. “Big Weenie” isn’t
even worth the effort. Oh, and | almost forgot —
he still hates his parents and ex-wife as much as
he loves his daughter. Yawn. “Rain Man,” when
not openly mocking the handicapped, suggests
he’s still coming to grips with his sexuality.
Double yawn. And can’t he find better targets
than Michael Jackson, Jessica Simpson, and
Triumph the Insult freaking Comic Dog? Yet even
after all that, there’s a strong album lurking in
here somewhere. It surfaces on old-school trib-
ute “Yellow Brick Road,” potent anti-Bush rant
“Mosh,” and demented Bollywood fever dream
“Ass Like That,” which manages to out-deprave
R. Kelly. Throw in dependably solid production
from Dr. Dre and strong supporting turns from 50
Cent, Nate Dogg, Obie Trice, and D-12, and
Encore will likely be as big a commercial jugger-
naut as its predecessors. But so what? The real
Slim Shady is officially in real danger of becom-
ing clichéd. His free pass expires here.
*k — Christopher Gray

SNCORE

DURAN DURAN
Astronaut (Epic)

When it comes to hunger, wolves have got
nothing on Duran Duran fans. The band hasn’t
recorded an album with all five original members
since 1983’s Seven and the Ragged Tiger.
Listeners have been teased with six mediocre
LPs and one fine “Wedding Album” in varying
group incarnations since then. Astronaut is a
reunion for the original MTV generation.
Unfortunately, the returning fold winds up lost in
an overproduced synth shuffle. Since lead singer
Simon LeBon and
keyboardist Nick
Rhodes have
remained the only
constant forces in
the band’s career,
it's no surprise that
on Astronaut, they
dominate. Thus, the
unrelated Taylors —
guitarist Andy,
bassist John, drummer Roger — have come back
for no real reason. Many of the songs are chop-
py and unimaginative, like the tepid “Taste the
Summer.” The album’s best tunes, the gorgeous
“Chains” and pretty “Nice,” are a river of blips
and beats from an all-star producing roster
including Dallas Austin (TLC) and Don Gilmore
(Linkin Park). For a reunion album, very little of
Astronaut sounds like Duran Duran, and even
less of it sounds like a band of live players.
Otherwise sturdy songs like “Want You More”
drown in a sea of programming. Only “One of
Those Days” compares to vintage Duran Duran.
“Bedroom Toys” sounds old-man creepy when
compared to classics like “Girls on Film.” With
too many songs trying too hard, Duranies will still
go hungry for quality.
Kk

CURAT DUREE g L

— Matt Dentler
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PHASCS & STAGES

LATIN BEAT

GVSB: ninas vs. ninos, beginning with the
Latin leén of Judah, Santana. Columbia/
Legacy’s Legacy Edition of the guitarist’s
debut repackages the 1969 classic with a
second disc of “Fried Neckbones,” a catalog-
milking concept copped from Universal’s
Deluxe Edition series. The

“multi-instrumentalist, studio whiz” usually

vintage add-ons cement the
upgrade gracias to the fact
that the original Santana LP
was little over a half-hour,
and when bolstered with 20
minutes of additional jams,
then 79 minutes of original |
album sessions on disc two,

42 of them from Woodstock, J
it's FM/LLB “Heaven.” Sabor!
Repackage applies to Con
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Todo Respeto (Universal/
Latino), the latest grenade
from Mexico City’s Molotov. After 2003’s
career high Dance and Dense Denso, covers
like “Rock Me Amadeus,” Trio’s “Da Da Da,”
and the Beasties’ “Girls” whip up an Eighties-
night flavor without much incident, even after
Danzig 'toons up in the four-foot form of
“Marciano” (“l Turned Into a Martian”).
Monterrey’s Inspector throws its own dance
fiesta on Unidad, Cerveza y Ska (Universal
Latino), aka Unity, Beer, and Generic Skank,
but should take lessons in old school from
Austin’s rock steady Stingers. More little
green marcianos in the guise of Argentina’s
25-year-old Enanitos Verdes, whose En
Vivo (Universal Latino) is as perfecto as any
Mana live disc and equally sterile. Titles like

signal the same, but in the case of
Lounge (Triloka/Artemis), the man behind the
bio is ATX's Michael Rameos, whose “pan-
Latin American martini” shakes down deli-
cioso. Buena Vista Social Queen Omara
2, Flor de Amor. Like Cuban compatriots the
late Compay Segundo y
i Ruben Gonzalez and lively
S,Ir Ibrahim Ferrer and Eliades
have a false note in her,
- which goes triple for the
three volumes of Hecho en
Cuba (Escondida), starring
it BVSCers in island mode.
% Paraiso. Double that again
for the first ladies of Latina
roc, Ely Guerra y Julieta
seduction of debut Lotofire, Guerra’s new
Sweet & Sour, Hot & Spicy (Higher Octave)
conjures Linda Perry’s 4 Non Blondes on S&S
(“Mas Bonita”), before getting H&S down in
to resist, “Bésame.” Julieta Venegas is no
stranger to romance, the Tijuana mama put-
ting it all together on Si (BMG). Coy, girlish
beats rub up against Venegas’ accordion, rich
The single flaw with Si is that after 35 min-
utes, the foreplay’s just gotten bueno before
the marriage is consummated. iCarumba!
Sorry Carlos, the chicas win. (Ely Guerra

Charanga Cakewalk, Loteria de la Cumbia
Portuondo is exactly that on Nonesuch No.

Ochoa, Portuondo doesn’t

all the aforementioned

b .

Venegas. Following the
“Mi Playa” of “Puerto Vallarta.” Even harder
acoustics, and wily accusations of romance.
plays Stubb’s Dec. 2.) - Raoul Hernandez

JIMMY EAT
WORLD

Futures (Interscope)

THE DONNAS
Gold Medal (Atlantic)
After career albums

Spend the Night and
Jimmy Eat World, the
Donnas and Jimmy Eat World each find them-
selves asking, “What now?” Long gone are the hal-
cyon days of hand-to-mouth van tours, as both
bands’ new albums are clearly informed — and, to
a lesser extent, impeded — by the weight of big-
label expectations. Ironically, although runaway hit
“The Middle” means they’re under about three
times as much pressure, Jimmy Eat World
emerges relatively unscathed, mostly because
translating roiling angst into hummable tunes is
the Arizona quartet’s specialty. Futures may be a
shade darker and less radio-friendly, but it's also
deeper and more intimate. Singer Jim Adkins
remains the sort of lyricist for whom “say hello to
good times” is more warning than exhortation, but
neither can he quite let go of that nagging kernel
of hope. Meltdowns “Pain” and “Nothingwrong”
are A-plus exercises in catharsis; “Just Tonight,”
“Work” — nice backing vox by Liz Phair — and “The
World You Love” let in just enough light to allow
that kernel to blossom. The Donnas, unfortunately,
have gone from carefree party girls to jaded cynics
practically overnight. The Armor All riffs and vacu-
um tightness are intact — drummer Torry Castellano
and guitarist Allison Robertson are each virtually
peerless on their chosen instruments — but the
spirited backseat romps and gum-snapping glee of
Spend the Night have been supplanted by dead-

end relationships and backstabbing friends. Like
Chris “The Scientist” Martin said, nobody said it
was easy, but ladies, it has to be easier than this.
(Futures) % %%
(Gold Medal) %%

ISIS
Panopticon (Ipecac)
Ambient metal? No
telling what that means,
unless you were privy to
Isis’ 2002 breathtaker
Oceanic. To put it differ-
ently, Isis is Mogwai gone doom metal, Sigur Ros
gone black metal. Panopticon, like its predeces-
sor, is as deep and meditative as Kant, as over-
whelmingly voluminous as Niagara Falls. The dif-
ference is Panopticon is both more gentle than
Oceanic and more extroverted. Aaron Turner’s
Sauron-from-a-mountaintop vox emote more
forcefully than ever on “Backlit,” which resurrects
the ghosts of Tool and A Perfect Circle, only with
real elegance. The album’s midsection is a har-
rowing journey down dark, stygian rivers, both
placid and ominous. “In Fiction” rises up out of
the dark tapestry of sound and overwhelms with
molten low-end High on Fire riffage. “Altered
Course” is a masterfully constructed glacial flow,
with Aaron Harris’ heavy drumming keeping the
mast pointed through the crushing turbulence
that’s part-and-parcel of this Boston troupe’s
revelatory existence. Panopticon may not reach
the heights or descend to the depths of Oceanic,
but it's an amazing journey to a place unlike any
other. (Isis plays Emo’s Tuesday, Dec. 14.)
* %k — Michael Chamy

— Christopher Gray
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HEAR TEXAS HERE?

NOW ON OUR I.I$'I'ENIN6 STATIONS: GREAT NEW MUSIK FROM THE LONE STAR STATE

Die Die Diemond

A]TACK FORMATION
Let the Notes Drip...

Somewhere in the middle of Sonic Youth-

full discord and a Sun Ra approach to
music, this revolving group of globally

stationed experientalists bring their subtle

bid for world domination.

$8.99 CD

BOWLING FOR SOUP

A Hangover You Don't Deserve
The seventeen tracks that make up
“A Hangover You Don't Deserve”
show off a‘remarkable amount of
musical growth, That's growth, not
maturity. Anirresistible slab of
bubblegum‘mew wave.

$13.99°CD

Houston Marchman

HOUSTON MARCHMAN
Blue Cadillac
"Houston has thrown down the
gauntlet that all other Texas song-
writers will have to aspire to. The
music is righteously cool, his lyrics
are stellar." - Ray Wylie Hubbard

$11.99 CD

The Chris Vesine Groap
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CHRIS VESTRE GROUP
Jazz Camp
Groove based and abstract
jazz with guitar, vibes,
bass and drums.

$10.99 CD

WATERLOO

Wildcatter

DAVID BALL
Freewheeler
From a two-stepping cajun-inspired
offering and a 50s style honky tonk

ballad to a swirling Roy Orbison-esque
love song, Ball gives us a snapshot of

his own rich musical palate.

$13.99 CD

Rekliner

ALIAS ANYTHING
This Is Real
Their-unique spin on modern radio-
rock resonates with moody melody
and hummable hooks. It's a

common ground of post-Radiohead
experimentation and the simplicity

of a well-crafted song.

$8.99 CD

Mark Jungers

MARK JUNGERS
One for the/Crow
Americana, the way/it's supposed to
sound: rootsy, spirited and genuine.
“There’s*not a.wasted track on this
disc. Il be having fun with this on
Folkways for months to come.”

Loud Country

COODER GRAW
Wake Up
“Cooder Graw displays both artistic
maturity and Lone Star country

gusto, proving the band is ready to

conquer the rest of the“equntry.”
- Dallas Morning News

$12.99 CD

Eleven Thirty

THE GOURDS
Blood of the Ram
“Blood of the Ram” is loaded full of
their uniquely organic, Cajun-spiced
gonzo music. A slice of homegrown
music, tossed into a frying pan full
of fresh diced fatback.

$13.99 CD

FLICKERSTICK
Tarantula
A darker, rock conscious album
combining an inventive new freshness
to their sensible styling, connecting
the listener to a new sonic chapter for
this “Band on the Run.”

Dualtone
Sam Baker

SAM BAKER
Mercy
Everyone is at the m e r c y of
another one’s dream.

$10.99 CD

- .

CHARLIE ROBISON

Good Times
A raucous, cross-cut brand of rockin',
stompin' country with an in-your-face
orneriness that has both set Charlie
apart from the crowd and made him

something of a lightning rod.

$11.99 CD
DARLINCTON

Disaster
Universal

GRAHAM COLTON BAND

DARLINGTON
Euthanize Me Drive

These songs are a'collection of musical
missives, a series ofilove and loss notes
from the road. They’'reimoments captured
in down time between gigs and channeled

Disaster Records is proud to bring
you Texas sweethearts’ latest work,
“Euthanize Me,” an album full of
tattooed, snarling punk pop gems!

$11.99 CD through songs written backstage, during
sound checks, in hotel rooms and the van.
$7.99 CD
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Michael Shay

THE ENDS
Concrete Disappointment
A slightly different feel to this than
their-last one, The Ends incorporate
5 decades worth of rock n roll
influence into their instantly
memorable style of punk rock.

MICHAEL SHAY
Lines of Darkness, Lines of Light
A lush, largely acoustic follow-up to
Americana duo Alive and Well’s 2002 CD,
Shay’s debut solo offering ventures through
folk, rock, bluegrass, jazz, and classical styles,
with guest appearances by Billy Bright, Bryn

- David Obermann, KUT Austin $11.99 CD Davies, Libby Kirkpatrick, and others, $10.99 CD
$11.99 CD $10.99 CD
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LA LA LAND RUSTED SHUT Various Atrtists
Ready? Ready! Rehab HELL BENT AND COUNTRY

Rehab is the culmination of many
years of genuine hatred, and with
this long-delayed sophomore
release;,the whole Earth may now
bathe ifntheir infectious scorn.

$10.99 CD
SALE ENDS 1-26-2005

Booty shaking and
thought provoking.

$9.99 CD

Features Jason Boland, Randy Rogers
Band, Gary P. Nunn, Cory Morrow, Drew
Womack, Phil Pritchett, Kevin Fowler,
Tommy Alverson, Cross Canadian
Ragweed, Cooder Graw, Ray Wylie
Hubbard and many more!

$9.99 CD

Compact Discs
Records ¢ Video

WATERLOO VIDEO

FEATURES

10-11 Mon- Sat 11-11 Sun
600-A North Lamar Austin, TX 78703
www.waterloorecords.com
(512)474.2500

e DVDs- buy, sell and rent!
¢ Quality previewed DVD & VHS
¢ $2.00 Monday new release & DVD rentals

WHERE MUSIC STILL MATTERS
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LEAD STORY

New Scientist magazine reported in
October that psychologists seem to be
reclassifying people who are permanently
uninterested in sex, from the old notion that
such behavior was a disorder to the emerging
position that it is merely a sexual preference
of “none of the above.” (Asexuals profess no
sexual attraction at all, encompassing loners
reluctant to associate with people and gre-
garious, caring people whose natural inclina-
tion is to relate to others nonsexually.)
Recent research estimated that 1% of the
population is asexual, and in previous
research, 40% of asexuals described them-
selves as “extremely” or “very” happy. An
asexuality support group (AVEN) touts its
bestselling T-shirt, “Asexuality: It's not just for
amoebas anymore.”

PEOPLE DIFFERENT FROM US

Jackie Lee Shrader, 49, and his son, Harley
Lee, 24, had a brief shootout with .22-caliber
handguns, provoked when the pair confronted
each other over how to cook skinless chicken
for dinner (Bluewell, W.Va., September). And
Niccolo Rossodivita, 62, shot Billy Cordova,
40, twice in the chest after Cordova followed
him around their house prolonging their argu-
ment over Jesus Christ's correct name
(Wasilla, Alaska, September). And Angela
Morris, 19, was charged with assaulting her
boyfriend by pouring boiling oil on him during
an argument over a Bible verse the two had
been reading together (Eugene, Ore., May).

MORE SCENES OF
THE SURREAL

1) According to a September Washington
Post dispatch from a Culpeper, Va., confer-
ence of people obsessed with spotting the
alleged, 7-foot-tall Sasquatch, which is said
to be roaming the woods of America, many
attendees (“East Coast Bigfoot community”)
seem consumed by the West Coast Bigfoot
community’s supposed arrogance. That is,
Western witnesses seem to regard Eastern
witnesses as delusional, in that Sasquatch
obviously lives west of the Rockies. 2)
Thomas Patrick Remo, 50, was arrested in
September in Dallas and charged with prac-
ticing medicine (gynecology) without a
license; Remo had a stream of female cus-
tomers who apparently did not think it odd
that the exams were free and that he ran his
office out of a self-storage locker.

ROY TOMPKINS

From the July 23, 2004, “Police Reports” column of the New London, Wis., Press-Star:
“1:15 p.m., a juvenile approached an officer at [Hortonville Police Department] complaining
about having a lock stuck around his right testicle for three days and he didn’t know how to
get it off.” (The officer found a master key.) “Having the master key in hand, the juvenile
left the room for a moment and returned with the lock. The officer spoke to the juvenile
about experimenting with sexuality and how he needs to be more careful in the future.”

OUR LITIGIOUS SOCIETY

 Patricia Frankhouser filed a lawsuit in
Jeannette, Pa., in November against the
Norfolk Southern railway as a result of being
hit by a train in January as she walked on rail-
road tracks. Frankhouser, who suffered vari-
ous cuts and a broken finger, claimed in the
lawsuit that Norfolk Southern should have
posted signs alongside the tracks warning
people not to walk on them, that trains might
be coming.

¢ In August, cardiologist Dr. Lawrence
Poliner won $366 million in damages from a
federal court jury in Dallas because his prac-
tice was virtually shut down through word of
mouth for seven months in 1998, a verdict
that (after subtracting 25% in attorney fees)
would reward him with earnings during the
shutdown of $39 million per month. The shut-
down came after a hospital peer review panel

had found errors in 29 of 44 patient-cases of
Poliner (but he was reinstated after prominent
cardiologists supported him, though the panel
did not retract its initial finding).

* Frederick Puglisi, 23, was awarded
$850,000 by a jury in Ramsey, N.J., in
September, for injuries, including a disfigured
hand caused by frostbite, suffered when he
got drunk at a party, set out on foot, and
passed out in a snow bank. The jury deter-
mined that his injuries were worth $1 million
in damages and that Puglisi was only 15%
responsible. (Ramsey police and the Bergen
county police bore greater fault because they
had failed to respond quickly enough to a 911
call about a man passed out in a snow bank.)

POLICE BLOTTER

When the police chief in Springdale, Pa.,
allegedly used the N-word while detaining

two black teenagers, the boys’ parents
charged racism, but the chief’s brother,
police officer Mike Naviglia, came to his res-
cue. Officer Naviglia suddenly grabbed one of
the boys, in front of their mother, and kissed
him flush on the mouth. Said Naviglia, “Does
that taste like racism?” According to the
mother, Naviglia said, “I kissed him to show
him that | wasn’t prejudiced.” The mother
was undaunted and said she would proceed
with her complaint.

CREME DE LA WEIRD

Australian sleep-disorder expert Dr. Peter
Buchanan caused a stir in October when he
told reporters that the odd behavior of
“sleep sex” (leaving home at night in a deep
sleep and seeking random sex with
strangers) would soon be regarded as an
official sleep disorder and be included in the
next version of the sleep disorder manual.
Said Buchanan, anticipating skepticism:
“Incredulity is the first staging post for any-
one involved in this [study].”

LEAST COMPETENT CRIMINALS

Paul Michael Callahan, 32, was arrested in
Boston in August after, according to police, a
short career as a bank robber, which started
badly when Callahan tried to hold up the copy
shop at Boston University, believing it was a
bank. (The clerk asked, “Do you know you're
in a copy store and all we can give you is
copies?”) Callahan fled but allegedly robbed a
Fleet Bank branch a few minutes later (get-
ting less than $200) and then a Citizen’s
Bank branch, clearing about $2,500.
However, the red-dye pack from Citizen’s
exploded, distracting him, and then his get-
away car got a flat tire, and police found him
hiding in a gas station.

UPDATE

Among the recent idiosyncratic decrees by
Turkmenistan’s megalomaniacal president-for-
life, Saparmurat Niyazov: No publicly chewing
“nas” (the country’s popular drug, partly
tobacco, slacked lime, and chicken drop-
pings); television show hosts cannot wear
make-up (because the president said he has
difficulty distinguishing heavily made-up males
from females); and an ice palace will be built
in the heart of the country’s extremely hot
desert so that children can learn to ski.

Send your Weird News to: Chuck Shepherd, PO Box 18737,
Tampa, FL 33679 or weirdnews@earthlink.net.
©2004 UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE
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DOGS, BURGERS, FRITO PIES,
CORN DOGS, ALL AVAILABLE
AS BEEF ORVEGGIE.

6701 BURNET ROAD
In the middle of The Farmers Matket
Mon-Sarfr11-8 « 385-DOGS
WWW.DOGALMIGHTYHOTDOG.COM
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s SHORT STORY CONTEST

dnd Frideys on Daybraak, 208 the bzt i hastin,
s e Teloe i Doodie’e s Basd of Sasiv winnes:

WEEKDAYS 5-7AM '}HH N

KYUE is Austin's News Station.

REGULATIONS
Manuscripts must be the original work of the contestant,
1) Your work must be unpublished, typewritten, and must be no more than unpublished {and not under consideration of being published),
yped and double-spaced on one side of 8.5-by-11-inch paper
9 000 d typed and doubl d de of 8.5-by-11-inch
' VYOF S. _ _ ) and no longer than 2,000 words. Contestants must submit one
2) All entries must be accompanied by a separate cover letter which contains copy of the manuscript and a cover sheet containing the name,
the name, address, and phone number of the author, as well as the title of i, G4 plinte MU i it ST el s (it el
the stor work. Names and copyright markings must be omitted from
€ story. ] ) the manuscript, which will go to screeners and judges anony-
SPONSORED BY: 3) The author’s name must not appear anywhere in the manuscript. mously. Do not send originals — no entries will be returned.
4) Onlv one entrv per person. Staff members of The Austin Chronicle, freelancers who have
) y Y perp contributed more than one article since October 2003, and
Y first- through fifth-place winners from the 2003 Short Story
! ’1“’" Au. '-, rh. Contest are not eligible to enter. Copyright remains in the name
Y | Short Story Contest, PO Box 49066, Austin, TX 78765 of the author, but The Austin Chronicle reserves the right to
m ! ! ! publish the winning entries and any honorable mentions in The
AL vrrmmelie diileom Austin Chronicle and to reproduce them electronically on our
online edition.
Ty Submissions must be postmarked by December 13, 2004 All entries must be postmarked by December 13, 2004. NO
ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS. Winners will be notified by
J ()“ J January 31, 2005. (No phone calls please.) Please read all
) ()\_) rules and regulations thoroughly.
L) 'z $1,500 in cash and prizes to be divided among five winners. Questions should be directed to books@austinchronicle.com.
4 . . . . -
U Bhd Manuscript to be published in The Austin Chronicle. NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE.
[:HHI]NI[:[[ NEED INSPIRATION? LAST YEAR'S WINNERS APPEAR AT austinchronicle.com/shortstory
T T T ST T I WY T TR
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BY WAYNE ALAN BRENNER

Friday @0

The Santaland Diaries (Theatre)
Austin History Center (Visual Arts)
Rob Nash (Comedy)

Austin Critical Mass (Sports)

The Raunch Hands, The Hives, Handsome Joel’s
Birthday (Music)

Film Openings: The Machinist, Moog

Saturday ©® @

Sonata Blue (Theatre)

Laurie Kilmartin (Comedy)

Floating Candlelight Festival (Community)
City-Wide Under-21 Poetry Slam (Litera)
Arthouse (Visual Arts)

Glorium, Kelly Willis & Bruce Robison, Handsome
Joel’s Birthday (Music)

Sunday ®©

It’s a Wonderful Life (Theatre)
City Wide Garage Sale (Community)

Texian Thanksgiving and Tomahawk Throw (Out of
Town)

Central Texas Bluegrass Association (Music)

Monday ® 0O

Concert for George (Community)

Tuesday ©® 0O

Isaac Witty (Comedy)

Texas Outdoors-Woman Network (Sports)
Lucero (Music)

Wednesday @

Nightswim at High Noon (Theatre)
Chronicle After Hours (Comedy)

Allah Made Me Funny: The Official Muslim
Comedy Tour (Comedy)

Shirley Hazzard on Graham Greene (Litera)
Jane Siberry (Music)

Thursday @

Sue Foley, Jane Bond, Los Lobos, Milton Mapes,
Baptist Generals, Pleasant Grove (Music)

community | arts | film | music

World AIDS Day

In the minds of some of us, the high point of the Bush I
administration came during his 2003 State of the Union address
when he said, regarding the international AIDS crisis, “Ladies
and gentlemen, seldom has history offered a greater opportunity
to do so much for so many. We have confronted, and will contin-
ue to confront, HIV/AIDS in our own country. And to meet a
severe and urgent crisis abroad, tonight | propose the Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief — a work of mercy beyond all current interna-
tional efforts to help the people of Africa ... | ask the Congress
to commit $15 billion over the next five years, including nearly
$10 billion in new money, to turn the tide against AIDS in the
most afflicted nations of Africa and the Caribbean.” It was a
breathtaking call in its scope ($15 billion? $10 billion in new
money!?) and humanity.

Alas, some of the bloom is off that particular rose. After all,
there’s that pesky business of allocation. You know: when the
line item is actually put in the budget. It's all about appropria-
tions, baby, and in the fiscal year 2004 Congress appropriated
$2.4 billion to the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief,
$488 million of which was new Emergency Plan funding.

We're not saying $2.4 billion ain’t something; we’re not saying
we're not grateful for it; but it's not quite the bold leap we’'d
hoped for. And AIDS continues to envelop huge swaths of the

Orphans of Nkandla screens Wednesday, Dec. 1,
at Alamo Drafthouse Lake Creek

world. The opportunity to “do so much for so many” is still avail-
able. World AIDS Day is Wed., Dec. 1, with the theme “Have you
heard me today?,” which explores how gender inequality fuels

the AIDS epidemic. — Barbara Chisholm

Local events commemorating the day include the screening of Orphans of
Nkandla: Wed., Dec. 1, 7:30pm. Alamo Drafthouse Lake Creek, 13729
Research, 554-2063. $10. A lunch program with presentations from Dr.
Rani Lewis of the Peabody Health Center, photographer Morgan
Alexander, and the Women Rising Project: Wed., Dec. 1, 11am-3pm.
The Wright House Satellite Office, 2324 E. Cesar Chavez, 236-8901 x101.
An Interfaith Service of Remembrance and Hope remembers those lost
to the disease and looks to a better future: Wed., Dec. 1, 7pm. The Unity
Center, 9600 Dessau, 459-5883.

EVENTS | MUSEUMS | SPORTS

Events

BY BARBARA CHISHOLM

ROUND BALL CLASSIC Benefiting the Capital Area Food Bank, Austin
Eastside Story, Austin Independent School District, and Huston-Tillotson
College, this basketball tournament pits the Huston-Tillotson College men’s
basketball team against Dillard University and Wayland Baptist University. See
Sports for more. Nov. 26-27, 7pm. Delco Center, 4601 Pecan Brook Dr.,
841-8323. $7 ($5 with canned-food donation).

FLOATING CANDLELIGHT FESTIVAL, or Loy Krathong, pays homage to the
holy footprint of Buddha with candles floating on a pond, classical Thai danc-
ing, Thai music, and Thai food. Sat., Nov. 27, 5pm-12mid. Wat
Buddhananachat, 8105 Linden Rd., Del Valle, 247-4298. Free.

YOGA YOGA HOLIDAY GIFT BAZAAR & FOOD DRIVE features handmade
items by students, live music, and free yoga classes to those who bring a
canned-food donation for the Capital Area Food Bank. Sat., Nov. 27,
1-6pm. Yoga Yoga Westgate, 4477 S. Lamar #420, 358-1200.
www.yogayoga.com.

THE CITY WIDE GARAGE SALE is where you are going to find that cool,
one-of-a-kind, funky holiday gift for just about everyone on your list. At a bar-
gain, too. Nov. 27-28. Sat., 10am-5pm; Sun., 11am-5pm. Palmer Events
Center, 900 Barton Springs Rd., 441-2828. $4 (good for both days; free,
ages 11 and younger). www.cwgs.com.

ADVENT VESPERS will feature Bach’s “Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland”
with St. Martin’s Festival Singers and Orchestra. Featured soloists are
Stefanie Moore, Keely Rhodes, Todd Keister, and Steven Olivares. Sun., Nov.
28, 5pm. St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, 606 W. 15th, 476-6757. Free.
www.saintmartins.org.

CONCERT FOR GEORGE A screening of this tribute concert to the late
George Harrison will benefit the American Cancer Society. See Special
Screenings for more. Mon., Nov. 29, 9:45pm. Alamo Drafthouse Village,
2700 W. Anderson, 407-9531. $5.

HARVEST FOR HUNGER Il benefits the Capital Area Food Bank with a con-
cert featuring Jimmy Gonzalez y Grupo Mazz. Bring a nonperishable donation.
Tue., Nov. 30, 8pbm. Millennium Youth Entertainment Complex, 1156
Hargrave, 485-5999. Free, ticket required.

COATS FOR KIDS It's getting cold out there, so bring new or gently used
coats to any area Jack Brown Cleaners, KVUE, local schools, and other loca-
tions. Call for exact locations. Through Dec. 8. 467-8982 x231.
www.jlaustin.org/coats.

BIG REDS & BUBBLES is a burlesque troupe, mayhap? Nah, this event is a
tasting of some red wines, sparkling wines, and champagnes from around the
world. Still, pretty heady stuff. Appetizers and desserts from Austin chefs will
accompany the libations. Proceeds will benefit the Wine & Food Foundation
of Texas. Wed., Dec. 1, 6:30-9pm. The Driskill Hotel, 604 Brazos,
327-7555. $60 ($50, members). www.winefoodfoundation.org.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION: The Austin Chronicle is published every
Thursday. Info is due the Monday of the week prior to the issue in which you
wish to have your event published. The deadline for the Dec. 9 issue is
Monday, Nov. 29. Include name of event, date, time, location, price, phone
number(s), a description of the event, and any available photos or artwork.
Include SASE for return of materials.

All listings are free and printed on a space-available basis. While we strive for
comprehensive coverage of Austin-area events, we cannot guarantee publication
of any submission, but submitting by deadline can only help.

Send submissions to the attention of the appropriate writer (see roster below).
Mail to the Chronicle, PO Box 49066, Austin 78765, fax 458-6910, or e-mail:

Kate X Messer or Kate Getty (The Gay Place): gayplace@austinchronicle.com.
Mark Fagan (Sports): gameplans@austinchronicle.com.
Everything else: commpage@austinchronicle.com.

Questions? Contact Wayne Alan Brenner, listings editor, 454-5766 or
brenner@austinchronicle.com.

Bloody good theatre ...
Arts, p.84
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PROJECT TRANSITIONS is sending out the call-
up! They need some special Holiday Volunteers
for Holiday Swing on Sat., Dec. 4, and for Top
Drawer Thrift Store through the end of the year.
Also see their Holiday Wish List, among others in
this issue on p.36. 454-8646.
reichert@projecttransitions.org.

WORLD AIDS DAY See Community listings box
on p.76. Wed., Dec. 1. www.worldaidsday.org.

JASON & DEMARCO IN CONCERT
Demographically speaking, Christian pop twosome
Jason and deMarco already have a specialty niche
carved out for them, but add to the mix that the
dynamic duo are queer as three-dollar bills, and
you have niche so tight you could bounce a boy
band off of it. This Saturday, after Turkey Day,
MCC Austin at Freedom Oaks presents the Los
Angeles couple in concert. C’'mon on, feeeeel the
boyz. Sat., Nov. 27, 7pm. Metropolitan
Community Church, 8601 S. First, 291-8601.
www.mccaustin.com.

BIGDREAMER Those crazy ladies of the Darling
New Neighbors are at it again, effing up the
audience with more of their shimmying shenani-
gans. But this time, they're really tossing you a
bone: one, long-ass bone in the form of a show-
tune extravaganza featuring stars from such local
legends-in-the-making as the Awesome Cool
Dudes, Gays in the Military, the TunaHelpers,
Casting Couch, and more! Not to mention a
male chorus line, an accordion orchestra, and
flashy tap dancers. Dag! Asheville's Dig Shovel
Dig open. Mon., Nov 29. Room 710, 710 Red
River, 476-0997. www.darlingnewneighbors.com

The Gay Place

BY KATE X MESSER AND KATE GETTY

ULTRA-ULTRA PRESENTS: THE HOLIDAY
AFFRONT Skits of harrowing holiday homophiliac
hijinks will highlight this first happening of new pro-
duction company, Ultra-Ultra, an offshoot of the
Foodies empire. (See Foodies listing in this section
for a clue or two.) Word on the street? There may
still be a role or two left for you hi-falutin, histrionic
hammy-types. Ha! Save the date. Thu., Dec. 16.
Play! Theatre Group, 1204 Cedar Ave.
beatsagogo@aol.com.

FOODIES The informal e-mail based social net-
work for women who love women is “kicking it up a
notch,” as they oversay in the mainstream foodie-
world. In addition to Foodies regular weekly meet-
up (different spots and days featured each week),
they are throwing some other events into the mix
(see listing for Ultra-Ultra above). Come nourish.
The next meet-up is at Spider House, as Foodies
will be skipping Turkey Day week. E-mail Kitty for
more. Wed., Dec. 1, 5:30pm. Spider House, 2908
Fruth, 480-9562. beatsagogo@aol.com.

WORLD AIDS DAY INTERFAITH SERVICE You
got to have faith, a-faith, a-faith. Lose the ripped
jeans but not the message, because one thing is
constant on this solemn day of observances for
2004 world AIDS: Keep the faith alive. Gather to
pay your respect and renew your awareness,
because the bliss of ignorance fades, and there is
more to this pandemic than quilts. Get real and
stay there — we owe it to ourselves. Wed., Dec. 1,

For more gay stuff, see Calendar online:
austinchronicle.com. Send gay bits to
gayplace@austinchronicle.com.

THE AUSTIN HANDBELL ENSEMBLE offers three
holiday concerts of Holiday compositions including
traditional favorites and contemporary arrangements
from the 15-piece ensemble. Thu., Dec. 2, noon.
Central Presbyterian Church, 200 E. Eigth; Sun., Dec.
5, 3pm. First Presbyterian Church, 114 W. Sixth,
Taylor; Sat., Dec. 11, 7:30pm. Covenant Presbyterian
Church, 3003 Northland. 326-2575. Donations
accepted. www.austinhandbells.org.

CHILDREN GIVING TO CHILDREN PARADE brings
on the Christmas cheer with an Austin-style take on
the Macy’s parade. The similarities: big floats, big bal-
loons, Santa bringing up the rear. The differences:
Elvis, temperate weather (usually), local music, clas-
sic cars, and most importantly, an altruistic nature.
Attendees are asked to bring an unwrapped toy which
will be collected at designated times during the
parade. The toys will be distributed through Operation
Blue Santa. Sat., Nov. 27, 11am-noon. State Capitol
to Sixth & Guadalupe, Free. www.chuysparade.com.

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE is being conducted
by the Arc of the Capital Area and the Austin Fire
Department for clients of Arc. Collection boxes will be
placed at six of the central fire stations, and food will
be collected throughout November. 476-7044 x206.
www.arcofthecapitalarea.org.

LIBRARY RENOVATION CLOSINGS will take place
as branches are renovated and remodeled. The North
Village Branch, 2139 W. Anderson and the Pleasant
Hill Branch, 211 E. William Cannon Dr. will close
Wed., Dec. 1, 974-7495. www.cityofaustin.org/library.

WORLD AIDS DAY will be commemorated with a
screening of the documentary Orphans of Nkandla
by Brian Woods which follows the lives of AIDS
orphans in a rural area of South Africa followed by a
panel discussion. Proceeds will benefit the Starfish
Foundation, a nonprofit that raises money to care
for children orphaned and affected by HIV/AIDS. See
Special Screenings for more. Wed., Dec. 1,
7:30pm. Alamo Drafthouse Lake Creek, 13729
Research, 554-2063. $10.

A DAY OF COMMUNITY REFLECTION A seminar on
end of life issues with a focus on the life and work of
Dr. Elizabeth Kubling-Ross. Tue., Nov. 30, 8am-noon.
Bass Lecture Hall, LBJ School of Public Affairs, UT
Campus. www.girling.com.

CHRONICLE AFTER HOURS Join The Austin Chron-
icle and KXAN/KNVA for happy hour drinks, food, gen-
eral revelry, and live music from El Orbits and Rokka
Tone. Wed., Dec. 1, 6-9pm. Flipnotics, 1601 Barton
Springs Rd., 322-9011. Free. austinchronicle.com.

AARP CEDAR PARK CHAPTER This month’s meeting
features the installation of 2005 officers, a Christmas
luncheon and gift exchange, entertainment by the
Anderson Mill Elementary fifth graders, and an accor-
dion player. Wed., Dec. 1, 10am. Grace Community
Church, 10511 Saltmill Hollow, 250-5060. Free.

BLANKET DRIVE Donate new blankets so that
homebound elderly and disabled people can be a lit-
tle warmer this winter. Through Dec. 17. Meals on
Wheels and More, 3227 E. Fifth, 476-6325 x104.
www.mealsonwheelsandmore.org.

BIKES ACROSS BORDERS Come to the “Open
Bike Shop” to learn about the Winter Bicycle
Migration to Mexico. Spanish speakers, biologists,
anthropologists, musicians, and activists are encour-
aged to join others in crossing a militarized border to
build alliances with native teachers, village collec-
tives, and Mexican field biologists. The gang leaves
around Dec. 15, depending on the weather. Open
Bike Shop: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6-10pm, Rhizome
Collective Warehouse, 300 Allen, 769-9691. Free.

WANTED: M/F Softball Players looking for a good time.
No experience necessary. Must have glove, basic
knowledge of rules, and ability to find Ramsey Park.

Ramsey Park
Co-Ed Softhall

Every Sunday

Ramsey Park: 44th & Burnet - BYOG - 2-6pm

4 Baroque Christmas
Beyond Batch

AUSTIN SINGERS

Louise Kemp Avant, Artistic Director

(512) 443-3688

HIDEQUT THEATRE
617 CONGRESS AVE

ﬂfﬂ OES

i MELTY

IMPROV COMEDY CLASSES

December 2and 3 ¢ .7:30°PM
CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1110 Guadalupe
$12 in Advance ¢ .$15.af the Door
$10 Students/Seniors
(512) 314-5532

www.austinsingers.org

Keeping
Austin Weird
for over 30 vears!

—
— —_
HAVE FUN & MEET NEW PEOPLE IN A
SUPPORTIVE, CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT
FOR CLASS DISCOUNTS VISIT
HERQOESCOMEDY.COM/COUPON

jewelry
leather
handbags
tie-dyes
candles
wire art
quilting
paintings
bodycare
crochet
henna
glitter art
hemp =
glass ( E:*
metal work =
and more! Nt
All handcrafted originals
by Austin area artists.__

23RO Street

ARtists’ Market

Open 8am-Dusk

with the best selection on Saturdays

Located on
23rd Street & Guadalupe
across from +the

UT Tower

The giftshop @

WOMEN & THEIR WORK

1710 Lavaca St. Austin
www.womenandtheirwork.org

512.477.1064
M-F 9-5; Sat 12-4
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DAY

and-cut Christmas trees.

water beautifully.”

the crop requires more manual labor.

Grandma says.

the kids have fun.

BY GERALD E. McLEOD

San Gabriel Gardens Christmas tree farm packs a lot into a few
acres on the San Gabriel River east of Georgetown. In the field below the
farmhouse and old red barn there are long rows of pine trees, a large veg-
etable garden, assorted dogs, and a donkey named Hershey.

The chocolate-colored pet with big donkey ears has become the
greeter for the farm. She watches every car as it pulls up to the barn
with the concentration of a guard dog. “We let kids feed carrots to
Hershey,” Junell Paul says. “Now she starts braying as soon as she sees
kids get out of a car.” Always seeking human attention, Hershey follows
along the fence with visitors as they ride the hay trailer to the choose-

The conical pine trees are stationed in long rows on the side of a hill
like sentries, ranging from knee-high to 14 feet tall. Junell and LeRoy
Paul added Christmas trees to their hay and vegetable farm in 2000. The
long-needled Afghan pines have thrived in the fertile river bottom land.
“Even though they’re a desert pine,” Mrs. Paul says, “they respond to

On the 43-acre farm only two acres are used to grow Christmas trees,
which yield about 1,200 trees. The trees require trimming throughout the
year to maintain their shape. Because the Pauls use herbicides sparingly,

“My husband is always coming up with something new,” Mrs. Paul says.
“Christmas trees turned out to be more work than we realized. We’re hav-
ing to mow all the time.” Fortunately, the parents of three children have
10 grandchildren to help out around the farm. “They’ll work for cookies,”

These are no ordinary cookies because Grandma is quite the accom-
plished cook. With a certified commercial kitchen added to the 1888
farmhouse, Mrs. Paul is known for her baked goods at the Taylor and
Round Rock farmers’ markets. Her cakes and cookies sell quickly, but it is
the yeast rolls (similar to cinnamon rolls) that are most popular.

The baked goods are available at the farm during Christmas tree season
in the gift shop in the barn. Along with pastries, Mrs. Paul sells fresh
wreaths and pottery made by her daughter, complemented by hot coffee.

For the kids, the best part of the old barn is the haystack. The Pauls
thought people would like to see how hay is stored, but it turned out that
the city kids love climbing on it. In typical grandparent fashion, they let

Grandma’s farm

Junell and LeRoy look like the perfect Midwestern farm couple. He is tall
and rangy with a soft-spoken grandpa demeanor. She hides her age
behind a pleasant smile. He was born and raised in Austin and worked for
several years as a painting contractor. They met when she was a young
farm girl from Pflugerville working as a typist in downtown Austin.

When they purchased the farm in 1980 it was going to be their retire-
ment home. “Most everybody thought we were crazy,” Mrs. Paul says. “We

grow everything from potatoes to tomatoes,” she says. The fall crop of

chard, beets, spinach, and carrots have been planted. She says the
cucumbers and squash will die off at the first hint of a frost if the bugs
don’t get them first. “The grasshoppers know where we're at,” she says.
She has already lost much of her spinach crop.

San Gabriel Gardens Christmas tree farm opens the day after

Thanksgiving for the Christmas season, which runs through Dec. 21.
Hershey the donkey will be greeting visitors to the farm on Friday and
Saturday, 10am to dark; Sunday, 1pm to dark; or by appointment. To get
to the farm from Georgetown, take TX 29 east to TX 95, turn left, cross
the river, take the first right (CR 347), and go eight-tenths of a mile to the
first farmhouse on the right. For information call 512/365-9230.

Cut-your-own farms have multiplied to more than 150 since the industry
began in 1977. To locate a Christmas tree farm near you, go to
www.texaschristmastrees.com.

702nd in a series. Day Trips, Vol. 2, a book of Day Trips 101-200, is
available for $8.95, plus $3.05 for shipping, handling, and tax. Mail to:

Day Trips, PO Box 33284, South Austin, TX 78704.

out of

owh

BY GERALD E. McLEOD

2004 OLIVE PRESSING includes orchard
tours and seeing the fantoio in action. There will
be samples of fresh olive oil as it's being pro-
duced. Central Texas' first olive oil production
facility will also be open on Thanksgiving Day,
10am-2pm. Call for other tour times. Bella Vista
Ranch: from Dripping Springs go 10.6 miles
south on RR 12, tumn right on County Road 182
(at the VFW Rodeo), go 1.6 miles, tumn right at
the stop sign (Mount Sharp Rd.) and go north
exactly 2 miles to 3101 Mount Sharp Rd.
512/847-6514. www.bvranch.com.

MARKET DAY brings together more than 100
artisans and craftspeople kicking off the holi-
day shopping season. Sat., Nov. 27, 9am-
4pm. County Courthouse lawn, Kerrville,
830/895-7962.

HOMESTEAD HERITAGE CRAFT & CHIL-
DREN’S FAIR invites visitors to the little vil-
lage to see craft demonstrations, eat some
great food, and do a little shopping. Fri.-Sun.,
Nov. 26-28. North of Waco and west of I-35,
Elm Mott, 254/829-0417.

HILL COUNTRY REGIONAL LIGHTING TRAIL
winds through Boerne, Bulverde, Burnet,
Dripping Springs, Fredericksburg, Goldthwaite,
Johnson City, Llano, Marble Falls, New
Braunfels, Round Mountain, and Wimberley.
Fri., Nov. 26-Sat., Jan. 1. 830/997-8515,
866/839-3378. www.tex-fest.com.

TEXIAN THANKSGIVING & TOMAHAWK
THROW brings to life buffalo soldiers, Native
Americans, mountain men, and Texas rangers
through heritage interpreters. Also, more than
30 knife and tomahawk throwers will compete
for prizes. Nov. 26-28. Fri., 10am-dark; Sat.,
9am-dark; Sun., 9am-2pm. Fort Martin Scott,
Fredericksburg, 830/997-9895.
www.fortmartinscott.com.

t

WOMEN & THEIR WORK TAX FREE HOLIDAY
SHOPPING DAY gives you that extra 8.25% incen-
tive to get some really cool gifts. Thu., Dec. 2, 9am-
9pm. Women & Their Work Gallery, 1710 Lavaca,
477-1064. www.womenandtheirwork.org.

FUNDRAISER FOR VASUDEVA Elea and Ray are par-
ents of a little boy who underwent emergency surgery
to remove a cancerous tumor while they were visiting in
Seattle. They are now stranded, far away from home,
and it looks like they’ll be there for a while. Come for
music and libations under the oaks and help this family
in need. Thu., Dec. 2, 6-9pm. The Great Outdoors
Garden Center, 2730 S. Congress, 448-2992.
Donations accepted. www.gardenadventures.com.

WORLD AIDS DAY PROGRAM With presentations
from Dr. Rani Lewis of the Peabody Health Center, pho-
tographer Morgan Alexander, and the Women Rising
Project. Come gather for lunch, community education,
confidential testing, and door prizes. RSVP for lunch.
Wed., Dec. 1, 11am-3pm. The Wright House Satellite
Office, 2324 E. Cesar Chavez, 236-8901 x101. Free.

HOLIDAY SHINDIG & BENEFIT FOR SAFE HAVEN
ANIMAL RESCUE Thu., Dec. 2, 6-10pm. Therapy,
1113 S. Congress, 326-2331.
www.therapyclothing.com.

BROWN SANTA 5K RUN/WALK Brown Santa is a
community program that helps bring a holiday meal
to families, and presents to their kids. See Web site
for details. Registration ends Nov. 30. Travis Co.
Exposition Center, 7311 Decker Ln., 854-4173.
$10-20. www.brownsanta.org.

WORLD AIDS DAY INTERFAITH SERVICE OF
REMEMBRANCE AND HOPE Taking the time to
remember those we have lost to this devastating dis-
ease and look toward the future with hope and posi-
tivity. Wed., Dec. 1, 7pm. The Unity Center, 9600
Dessau, 459-5883.
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HARVEST BLUES FEST & FOOD DRIVE Live music
and good vibes all week at the historic Victory Grill;
come nourish your soul and the fill the bellies of oth-
ers. See Club Listings for more. Blues Fest: Through
Nov. 27. Food drive: Sat.-Wed., Nov. 20-24. Victory
Grill, 1104 E. 11th, 542-0098. $25 wristband ($5,
two cans of food per night).

HALO HAVOC is where Austin’s fiercest Halo 2 war-
rior will be discovered, as players wage battle on two
of the Alamo’s movie screens each Saturday at mid-
night. See their Web site for more. Alamo Drafthouse
Village, 2700 W. Anderson, 476-1320.
www.originalalamo.com/halohavoc/austin.html.

CIVIC INTEREST

PUBLIC AFFAIRS FORUM confronts “AIDS in Africa:
Hope in the Midst of Challenge” with Debbie Kreuser
of HIV/AIDS Projects (Austin/Maseru Sister City
Program) and students from the Maseru Project.
Sun., Nov. 28, 11:30am-12:30pm. First Unitarian
Universalist Church, 4700 Grover, 452-6168. Free.
www.austinuu.org.

MEETINGS & INSTRUCTION

SINGLE PARENT NETWORK gathers for a potluck,

playgroup, and childcare trading network. Sun., Nov.

28, noon. Pease Park, 1100 Kingsbury (off Lamar &
Enfield). 694-5272. Free. www.sprncentral.org.

NO KIDDING invites other nonparents to join them
for Final Friday drinks: Fri., Nov. 26, 5:30pm. Donn’s
Depot, 1600 W. Fifth; and Games Night: Wed.,

Dec. 1, 7-9pm. Central Market, 4001 N. Lamar,
294-7930. www.austinnokidding.org.

GREENLIGHTS FOR PEACE BOARD LEADERS
FORUM is an interactive discussion led by nonprofit
professionals and individuals who serve on boards.
Tue., Nov. 30, 6-8pm. Headliners Club, Bank One

Tower #2100, 477-5955 x260. $20 ($15 mem-
bers). www.greenlights.org.

RUTA MAVYA invites you to be a part of their shining,
healthy community on the hill. There’s a whole slate
of events, featuring yoga classes, language instruc-
tion, kids’ activities, and more. Ruta Maya HQ, 3601
S. Congress Ste. D-200, 707-9637.
www.rutamaya.net.

YOUR IDEAL RELATIONSHIP WORKSHOP Thu.,
Dec. 2, 7-9pm. Human Potential Center, 2007 Bert,
441-8988. Free. www.humanpotentialcenter.org.

KIDS

ECHO’S PALS The Austin Public Library puppet
troupe presents performances of How Rabbit Lost His
Fine Furry Tale at various branches through December.
Wed., Dec. 1, 10:30am. Carver Branch, 1161
Angelina; Thu., Dec. 2, 10am. Ruiz Branch, 1600
Grove. 974-7302. Free. www.cityofaustin.org/library.

GINGERBREAD HOUSE WORKSHOPS Nov. 27-
Dec. 22. Reservations required. Austin Children’s
Museum at Dell Discovery Center, 201 Colorado,
472-2499. $20-30. www.austinkids.org.

CONNECTING CHILDREN TO BOOKS features the
wonderful Miss Tiffany with a story each Friday. They
are closed for Thanksgiving Friday, but will be back
Dec. 3 with a bilingual storytime. Fridays, 10am.
Connections Resource Center, 825 E. 53rd Ste. E-
101, 478-5725 x214. www.connectionscenter.org.

RUTA MAYA KIDS presents a kids show weekly with
entertainers like Mr. and Mrs. Mays, the Telephone
Company, Col. Josh and his Cowboy Pals, and
Drumming With Mr. Steve. Drinks and breakfast items
available for sale. Sundays, 10:30am. Ruta Maya
Cafe, 3601 S. Congress Ste. D-200, 707-9637.
Free. www.rutamaya.net

STORIES FROM THE HUNDRED ACRE WOOD
Come listen to this monthly journey as a storyteller
reads from The Complete Tales of Winnie the Pooh by
A.A. Milne. Sat., Nov. 27, 11am. Barnes & Noble
South, 5601 Brodie, 892-3493. BOOKKIDS fea-
tures classic Shel Silverstein with Falling Up and
Where the Sidewalk Ends. Ages 5 and up. Sat., Nov.
27, 11:30am. Storytime With Staci features Judith
Sierra’s Wild About Books. Tue., Nov. 30, 10:30am.
BookPeople, 603 N. Lamar, 472-5050.
www.bookpeople.com.

MITCHIE’S STORY TIME features African and
African-American folktales. Kids get refreshments, a
free gift, and 30% off their book purchases at this
special story time. And Santa visits now through that
special day, so be sure to come by and get your free
photo taken with the Big Guy. Saturdays, 1-4pm.
Mitchie’s Fine Black Art & Gift Gallery, 6406 N. I-35
#2800, 323-6901. www.mitchie.com.

GRATITUDE: A CHILDREN’S ART EXHIBIT
Through Dec. 25. Scarbrough Building, 101 W. Sixth,
477-7884. Free.

OTHER REALMS

AYA YOGA AND MEDITATION RETREAT with Swami
Atma will blend all four traditional paths of yoga into
one inspiring weekend designed to boost your prac-
tice through postures, meditation, chanting, deep
breathing exercises, lectures, and more. Everyone
welcome. Thu.-Sun., Nov. 25-28. Barsana Dham,
400 Barsana Rd., 288-7180. www.yogaadvaita.org.

DZOGCHEN CENTER AND LAMA SURYA DAS

Join His Holiness the Twelfth Gyalwang Drukpa for a
day of Tibetan Buddhist teachings. His Holiness is the
incarnate head of the Drukpa lineage, and one of the
highest lamas of Tibetan Buddhism. Sat., Nov. 27,
9:30am-4:30pm. St. Edward’s University, Main




Building, Maloney Room, 3100 S. Congress,
413-4907. $100. www.dzogchen.org.

VOLUNTEER CALLS

PROJECT TRANSITIONS needs 30-40 volunteers to
help out at Top Drawer Thrift and 75 for their upcom-
ing Holiday Swing event on Sat., Dec. 4. 454-8646.

www.projecttransitions.org.

THE TEXAS FAIR TRADE COALITION is seeking vol-
unteers for the NAFTA at 10, Never Again! campaign.
Volunteers can help with the NAFTA at 10 resolution,
grassroots outreach, a cross-border delegation, a citi-
zens hearing, townhall meetings, and more.
472-1915. www.texasfairtrade.org.

LITERACY AUSTIN needs volunteers to teach
English as a second language and basic reading and
writing to Austin-area adults. Volunteers also needed
for data-entry assistance for a library project, book
sorters for annual fundraiser, bilingual assessors, and
math tutors. 478-7323. www.literacyaustin.org.

AUSTIN ZINE LIBRARY is looking for dedicated folks
to help keep the library in order and generally hold
down the fort. They’re also looking for people to help
pass out flyers and pamphlets. Hipsters, get in touch!
austinzinelibrary@yahoo.com.

FRIENDS OF NORWOOD PARK is having a cleanup
day. Sat., Nov. 27, 9am-1pm. Norwood Estate Dog
Park, S. I-35 frontage road at Riverside, 791-0154.

GENAUSTIN (GIRLS EMPOWERMENT NETWORK
OF AUSTIN) is looking for volunteers to help facili-
tate its new oriGENal voice program, where mentors
help girl activists fight Big Tobacco through peer-to-
peer media campaigns. 414-0476. www.genaustin.org.

Looking for more Volunteer Calls? See our online
listings at austinchronicle.com for more!

Museums

BOB BULLOCK TEXAS STATE HISTORY MUSEUM
Three floors of exhibits — three themes as big as Texas
history: land, identity, and opportunity. The exhibits
will surround you with the sights and sounds of Texas
history. IMAX Theatre’s Texas: The Big Picture will give
you a view of the Lone Star State as you've never
seen it before. Mon.-Sat., 9am-6pm; Sun., noon-
6pm. 1800 Congress, 936-8746. $5 ($4.25, sen-
iors; free, 18 and younger). www.thestoryoftexas.com.

TEXAS MEMORIAL MUSEUM With a wingspan of
more than 40 feet, the pterosaur lived in Texas about
65 million years ago. And you can see his fossil
remains along with other dinosaur and fossil displays,
Texas wildlife, gems and minerals, and meteorites at
Austin’s favorite science museum. Mon.-Fri., 9am-
5pm; Sat., 10am-5pm; Sun., 1-5pm. 2400 Trinity,
471-1604. www.texasmemorialmuseum.org.

Sports

BY MARK FAGAN

THE HOME TEAMS

ST. EDWARD’S UNIVERSITY Men’s Basketball Vs.
Abilene Christian University: Mon., Nov. 29, 7:30pm.
Vs. East Central Oklahoma University: Thu., Dec. 2,
7:30pm. www.stedwards.edu/ athletic/athletic.htm.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS Football Vs. Texas A&M:
Fri., Nov. 26, 2:30pm. Darrell K Royal-Texas
Memorial Stadium. Sold out. Men’s Basketball Vs.
Coppin State: Mon., Nov. 29, TBA. Women’s
Basketball Vs. Tennessee: Thu., Nov. 25, 7pm. Vs.
McNeese State: Wed., Dec. 1, 7pm. Erwin Center.
Volleyball Vs. Texas Tech: Sat., Nov. 27, 6:30pm.
Swimming Texas Invitational: Thu-Sat., Nov. 25-27,
all day. www.texassports.com.

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY Men’s Basketball Vs.
University of the Ozarks: Sat., Nov. 27, 3pm. Vs.
Austin College: Mon., Nov. 29, 7:30pm. Women’s
Basketball Vs. University of the Ozarks: Sat., Nov.
27, 1pm. Vs. Austin College: Mon., Nov. 29,
5:30pm. athletics.concordia.edu/athletics.htm.

AUSTIN ICE BATS The Ice Bats (6-7-1) have
dropped to three points behind division-leading
Corpus Christi but continue to play well at home (5-
2-0). UT hockey hosts Texas A&M University at
1:30pm preceding the Ice Bats game. Vs. Lubbock:
Sun., Nov. 28, 4pm. Travis County Expo Center, 7311
Decker Ln., 977-PUCK. $10-35. www.icebats.com.

HUSTON-TILLOTSON Men’s Basketball These two
games are part of the Round Ball Classic, which
benefits the Capital Area Food Bank, Austin Eastside
Story, AISD, and Huston-Tillotson College. Vs. Dillard:
Fri., Nov. 26, 7pm. Vs. Wayland Baptist: Sat., Nov.
27, 1pm. Delco Center, 4601 Pecan Brook Dr. $7
($5 with can goods or hygiene products).

U.S YOUTH SOCCER OLYMPIC DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM BOYS THANKSGIVING INTERREGION-
AL See “Soccer Watch” for details. Thursday is a
training day. Thu.-Mon., Nov. 25-29. Northeast Metro
Park, east of Pflugerville. www.usyouthsoccer.org.

AUSTIN LONESTARS RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB is
Austin’s inclusive men’s rugby team, welcoming new
players regardless of age, ethnicity, sexual orienta-
tion, athletic experience, or rugby experience. Want
to learn rugby, get fit, and have lots of fun in the
process? Stop by a practice. Mondays and Wednes-
days, 6:30pm. Zilker Park. www.lonestarsrughy.org.
THE AUSTIN VALKYRIES WOMEN’S RUGBY CLUB
invites all interested players to come and check out
their practices at Burnet Middle School. Tuesdays &
Thursdays, 6:30-8:30pm. www.austinvalkyries.com.

RECREATION & FITNESS

REI LECTURES & CLINICS Climb Like a Girl In the
spirit of women and adventure, REI will host a
women-only climbing day every Tuesday. If you're a

Friday Night Lights

With three schools
now deep in the play-
offs, the 183 corridor
has replaced Bee
Caves Road as
Central Texas’ main
football artery. They're
rockin’ up on
Research.

MCNEIL VS. TYLER

LEE: Nobody thought they
would make it this far, but the
Mavericks refuse to go away.
Running back Camron Rogers and a
smothering defense boosted McNeil by
2003 finalist the Woodlands and into this
regional final showdown with the Red
Raiders, who always seem to get at least
this deep in the playoffs. (1pm, Saturday,
Waco ISD)

CEDAR PARK VS. MESQUITE: Cedar
Park is having one of those Friday Night
Lights kind of seasons: Once scrappy
underdogs playing third fiddle in their own
district, they dominated Copperas Cove
last week 35-7 and could go all the way.
Mesquite, 4-6 in the regular season, is
riding a bit of mojo themselves after edg-
ing Dallas Carter 28-27. (4pm, Friday,
Texas Stadium, Irving)
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CONNALLY VS. CORPUS CHRISTI
CALALLEN: The Cougars show no signs of
letting up, romping past Tivy last week
42-17. Calallen is always tough,
but still looking for its first
state title. (4pm,
Saturday, Alamodome)

BOERNE VS. SAN
ANTONIO HAR-
LANDALE: The
Greyhounds did
their mascot
proud last
week, rolling
? up 239 rushing
- yards in beating
Lanier 33-7.
Harlandale upset Corpus Christi Flour Bluff
last week and carries the Alamo City’s
championship hopes with them. (8pm,
Saturday, Alamodome)

CAMERON YOE VS. JASPER: The
rugged Yoemen meet Piney Woods power-
house Jasper in a clash of two tradition-
rich programs. (7pm, Friday, Bowers
Stadium, Huntsville)

LIBERTY HILL VS. DEVINE: The
Panthers notched a convincing 35-14 win
over Yoakum last week. Devine likewise
breezed past Lyford 32-6. (6pm, Saturday,
New Braunfels Canyon)

Also: Lexington vs. Yorktown (7:30pm,
Friday, Seguin) — Christopher Gray

veteran or a beginner, come meet other women who
enjoy Austin’s most popular sport. It’s free if you have
your own shoes. The first two Tuesdays of every
month are for women 18 and over, the second two
Tuesdays are for those 18 and younger. Tue., Nov.
30, 6pm. All events free unless noted. REI, 9901
Capital of TX Hwy. N., 343-5550 or 467-7421.
www.rei.com/stores/austin/index.html.

CHAPARRAL ICE Austin’s premier rink folks are also
offering free first lessons every Saturday for kids ages
6 and older. Also, check out their men’s, women’s,
and youth hockey leagues. Sat., Nov. 27, 12:15 &
1pm. Chaparral Ice, 14200 N. [-35, 252-8500.
www.chaparralice.com.

TEXAS OUTDOORS-WOMAN NETWORK The Austin
chapter is open to women of all ages interested in
outdoor activities. No experience required. Fishing,
kayaking, camping, hiking, and more. No experience
required. Meeting the fourth Tuesday of every month.

The Lady Longhorns were ousted from the NCAA playoffs on Friday
night; a 2-0 loss to the University of Portland ended the careers of per-
haps UT’s best senior class ever, led by all-time leading goal-scorer Kelly
McDonald and all-time everything-else leader Kelly Wilson.

At least the Horns are in good company. Overwhelming tour-
ney favorite North Carolina was bounced from the NCAAs
as well — losing at home to Santa Clara, 1-0, in overtime. It o
was the Tar Heels’ first loss since the 2002 Final Four right %
here in Austin, when they were beaten, in overtime, by Santa
Clara. Also out: No. 2 Penn State and No. 3 Virginia.

The NCAA men got under way last weekend as well, with the 16
top seeds joining the fray this week. For more on both tournaments,
see “Soccer Watch Online.”

Lovely weather for soccer, isn't it? The U.S. Youth Soccer
Olympic Development Program Boys Thanksgiving Interregional
starts the day after Thanksgiving and runs through Monday — featuring 18
elite teams from around the country, including the under-15 national
team, two top squads from the U-14 National Pool, and an under-16
team from the Lone Star Soccer Club of Austin. Nov. 26-29; Fri., 5-9pm;
Sat., 9am-9pm; Sun., 9am-8pm; Mon., 8:30-noon. Northeast Metro
Park, east of Pflugerville on FM 1825. For the full schedule, see
www.usyouthsoccer.org or “Soccer Watch Online.”
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Fan violence has been huge in the European news this week, and it
isn’t just because there are NBA fans across the pond. What has public
sentiment up in arms are back-to-back incidents of racial abuse
involving black players on English teams. First off, several black
players on the national team faced particularly virulent racist
taunts from fans in Madrid last week, supposedly encouraged by
the Spanish national team coach. Then on Tuesday, two fans were
arrested in Blackburn on “suspicion of committing a racially

aggravated public order offence” against Dwight Yorke, a

Trinidadian player for rival team Birmingham. After the sus-

pects were shown on TV and pictured in newspapers hurling

abuse at Yorke on Sunday, a nationwide appeal for informa-
tion leading to their identification and arrest went out, and
the pair turned themselves in to a Blackburn police station.

o

The U.S. men, having already punched their ticket to the final round of
World Cup Qualifying, punched out Jamaica last Wednesday, as a 1-1
draw sealed the Reggae Boys’ fate and sent Panama to the final six
instead. The U.S., Mexico, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Panama, and Trinidad
& Tobago start play Feb. 9, with three of the six guaranteeing a spot in the
2006 World Cup in Germany. For more on WC action around the world,
plus the latest results from the European Champions League — in
action as we go to press — see “Soccer Watch Online.” — Nick Barbaro

Come for dinner, socializing, and a guest speaker.
Tue., Nov. 30, 6:30pm. Town Lake YMCA, 1100 W.
Cesar Chavez. www.townaustin.org.

HOOPZONE is a nonprofit organization committed to
providing the best basketball training experience for
Austin’s youth. Come by and check out their facility:
23,000 square feet of gym space, 11 basketball
goals, a strength and conditioning center, two regula-
tion-sized courts, and much more. Improve your fun-
damental skills and have fun learning the game.
HoopZone, 826 Rutland, 837-5553. www.hoopzone.net.

RUNS, WALKS, & RIDES

CASTLE HILL FITNESS FREE CLASSES Cardio
Kickboxing, Tuesdays, 7am & Saturdays, 11:30am:;
Circuit Training, Thursdays, noon; Cardiocycling, Sat-
urdays, 9:30am; Beginner Yoga, Sundays, 11:30am.
No membership required. Join their free weekly train-
ing ride on varying terrain, typically about 30 or 40
miles with a varied menu of workouts held each
Sunday at various locations in Austin. Rides are safe,
on roads with a wide shoulder. Experienced cyclists
share their knowledge and love of the sport. All levels
are welcome. Sundays, 8:45am. For exact locations
and dates: 478-4567. www.castlehillfitness.com.

THE AUSTIN CYCLING ASSOCIATION has plenty of
bicycling activities to offer this bike-loving city; see the
Web site for details. www.austincycling.org/rides.html.

WILD BASIN WILDERNESS has a plethora of avail-
able walks, hikes, and more. Check their Web site for
details. www.wildbasin.org.

14TH ANNUAL THUNDERCLOUD SUBS TURKEY
TROT features a five-mile run, a one-kilometer kids
run, a jumping tent, live music (of course), and family
fun. Thu., Nov. 25, 9:30am. Waterloo Park,
684-7416. www.thundercloud.com.

AUSTIN CRITICAL MASS is a monthly bicycle ride to
celebrate cycling and to take back the streets. It
began in San Francisco in 1992 and quickly spread
to cities all over the world. Critical Mass first
appeared in Austin in October 1993. Every last Friday
of the month. Fri., Nov. 26, 5pm. The UT West Mall
where it meets Guadalupe (between 22nd and 23rd
streets). www.criticalmassrides.info/austin.html.
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WELLS The Old Pecan Street Association Presents WELLS
11th Annual Wells Fargo

VICTORIAN TEXAS CHRISTMAS
@ﬁ:f:;:*;:;: i ON 6TH STREET
Morning On Congress ..lwy fF REE ADDMISSION
KLBJ

aust®

TR s ki

Gre':.;lt' 'Hollday

G ]_ ft I d ea S A Kids Carnival, Face Painters, Hair Braiders, Tn‘. p_TEtGE
For Info:www.roadstarproductions.com or (512) 441-9015

1 500 EHBHootch s Faeatlt ul‘irlg

Handmade Arts & Crafts

Jewelry: silver, gold, copper, bronze, gemstone, bead, victorian, charms,
costume, toe rings, beauty products, candles, ceramics, holiday decor,
stone work, Kid & adult clothing, tie dye, art tiles, mexican folk art, fossils,

stained glass, mouthblown glass, golf ball markers, marble miniatures,
metal sculptures, leather journals, mobils, mosaics, paintings & fine art,
gourmet dog treats & clothes, photography, potpourri, pottery, puppets,
purses, quilts, sculptures, textiles,Indian art, light switch covers, Crosses
wind chimes, hand made soap, stone & other Oil Lamps, Bonzai Trees
Ormaments, Dinner Bells, Leather goods, chill pepper pottery, suncatchers
Australian Hats, Wood: boxes, toys, kitchen, pens & More
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OFFSCREEN

COMEDY | DANCE | CLASSICAL | LITERA | VISUAL ARTS

Julie Fontenot and Kate Meehan star in Randy Wyatt’s
Sonata Blue at Hyde Park Theatre.

Theatre

BY WAYNE ALAN BRENNER

OPENING

SONATA BLUE is Randy Wyatt’s play,
about living with “the Difficult People,” in
which two women are set ideologically
athwart a man near death after a terrible
motor crash. Religious fundamentalism
gets a drubbing, old emotional wounds
are ripped open, direction is provided by
Josie Collier. Nov. 26-Dec. 4. Thu.-Sat.,
8pm. Hyde Park Theatre, 511 W. 43rd,
479-PLAY, 826-2132. $10 (pay what you
wish, Thursdays). www.hydeparktheatre.com.

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE Forget the
money, Uncle Billy, you old fool — forget
the TV, too, because now you can catch
this Frank Capra heart-cockle-warmer per-
formed live onstage in Georgetown. Nov.
26-Dec. 19. Fri., 7:30pm; Sat., 2 &
7:30pm; Sun., 2pm. Palace Theatre, 810
S. Austin Rd., Georgetown,
512/869-7469. $15 ($12, seniors; $7,
ages 18 and younger).
www.thegeorgetownpalace.org.

THE SANTALAND DIARIES Former
Flaming Idiot Rob Williams takes over the
torch, so to speak, from former elf Martin
Burke this year, bringing his own particular
shade of wisecrackery to the role of (pos-
sibly) the world’s most bitter Macy’s elf, in
David Sedaris’s hilarious hit show, direct-

ed by — wait for it — Dave Steakley and
featuring the dulcet tones of Meredith
McCall. With Jason Conner on piano. Nov.
26-Jan 2. Wed.-Sat., 8pm; Sun.,
2:30pm. Extra shows: Saturdays, 5pm,
through Dec. 18; Sun., Dec. 12 & 19,
7pm. Zachary Scott Theatre, 1510
Toomey, 476-0541 x1. $28-$40.
www.zachscott.com.

THE MERRY WIDOW by Franz Lehar is a
full-costume whirl of elegant ladies, eligi-
ble bachelors, can-can dancers, and
Champagne in 1905 Paris. UT’s
Undergraduate Opera Ensemble is direct-
ed by professor William Lewis and accom-
panied by a live orchestra. Sat., Nov. 27,
2 & 8pm. Scottish Rite Theatre, 207 W.
18th, 472-7247. $10.

MY SHOW is your show and viva sweet
show, as former Flaming Idiot Rob
Williams, currently appearing in Zach
Scott's Santaland Diaries, uses his
Monday nights off to host a live
variety/talk show of his very own, featuring
local comedians, celebrities, politicians,
and a few of the local characters who
really do keep Austin weird. Mondays,
8pm. Zachary Scott Theatre, 1510
Toomey, 476-0541 x1. $10.
www.tendollarmonkey.com.

NIGHTSWIM AT HIGH NOON Actors
from local playwright Steve Moore’s
Nightswim — Lowell Bartholomee,
Chronicle Arts Editor Robert Faires,
Douglas Taylor, and David Stahl — present
an array of scenes from the highly praised

submission info )
p.84

play. Wed., Dec. 1, noon. Harry Ransom
Center, 300 W. 21st, 471-8944. Free.
www.hrc.utexas.edu.

HEMOPHILIACS is the latest in the Rude
Mechs’ Second Stage series: a new work,
created and directed by Robert Pierson,
that explores “the intersection between
love and malice, the difference between
your heart and how you act in the world,
and the fine art of knife sharpening.”
More blood, they say, than a Sam
Peckinpaw movie. Music by Robert S.
Fisher. Dec. 2-11. Thu.-Sun., 8om. The
Off Center, 2211-A Hidalgo, 476-7833.
$12 ($10, seniors, students, ACoT; pay
what you can, Thursdays & Sundays).
www.rudemechs.com.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL What th’ Dickens?
Here come the Scrooges ... this one’s
from the Austin Playhouse troupe, adapted
by director Don Toner and playwright
Ellsworth Schave, featuring an original
score by Allen Robertson. Lotsa great tal-
ent hoofing and haunting and heart-warm-
ing in this fast-paced musical version: Tom
Parker, Dirk van Allen, Ben Wolfe, Jacqui
Cross, and so many others. Dec. 2-18.
Thu.-Sat., 8pom. Austin Playhouse, 3601 S.
Congress, Bldg. C, 476-0084. $22-25
(student/senior/ACoT discounts available).
www.austinplayhouse.com.

Arms and the Man

THEATRE REVIEW

In late 19th-century Bulgaria, the patriarch of the
Petkoff household is away in battle against the Serbian
enemy, so mother, daughter, and servants tend the home.
Soldiers fight outside on the street, and one night, while
daughter Raina prepares for slumber, a rugged, starving,
and exhausted Serbian soldier sneaks onto her balcony
for refuge. Stunned and yet titillated, the young Raina
coyly hides the enemy behind her bedroom curtain as
mother and servant search for intruders. Thus, the formu-
laic comedy of realist drama ensues. Raina’s extroverted
and dashing fiancé, a heroic soldier fighting in the
Bulgarian army, secretly lusts for the queen-in-peasant-
dress servant, Louka. Social formalities and customary
matchmaking forbid the betrothed pair from speaking
utter sincerities. Swiss officer Captain Bluntschi, played
charismatically by Jon Boatwright, catalyzes all characters
into revealing their forbidden desires within a cultural
landscape of class conditioning.

Now in its 23rd season, Different Stages brings Austin
audiences George Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man,
and while the cast is capable of handling the Irish play-
wright’s text, it lacks sharp direction. Karen Jambon’s
fingerprints as director are scattered. Oftentimes, actors
appear to be arbitrarily standing onstage and speaking
lines. Of course, they haven’t much room to maneuver.
The space at Austin Playhouse’s Second Stage is small,
and Adam Kluth’s set occupies a majority of it. The
upstage backdrop is a creamy blue wall with wooden
shutters that rotates into an ivy-laden trellis. A bed, seat-
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ing area, and bureau with appropriately aged props also
fill the area. The furnishings look nice, and the tightly
pinned actors negotiate them as best they can, but the
result still appears two-dimensional, as if they were per-
forming in a flat painting.

The lack of depth seeps through as peppered render-
ings of characters that hinder the script’s wit and cun-
ning dialogue. Jennifer Underwood and Norman
Blumensaadt efficiently pose as wealthy Bulgarian par-
ents — mother obsessed with daughter’s marriage,
father absentminded to the shenanigans in his home.
Servant Louka is fiery and sly in Emily Erington’s por-
trayal, but Jim Arnold, as her affianced partner, Nicola,
eschews some opportune comedic moments. Jon
Boatwright’s mysterious Swiss officer smoothly transi-
tions from beggar to aristocrat, although the lack of
chemistry between him and Nikki Zook’s Raina troubles
the finale of the play when risk and revealed secrets
need to be at the highest peak.

The program for the show provides pages of historical
information, including an insult to Bulgarian tradition as
was fashionable during Shaw’s time, but the play’s
themes of class, national identity, and stubborn mar-
riage mores would be better emphasized through clearer
dramatic choices and intent in the performances.
Different Stages’ Arms and the Man is an honest
attempt at entertainment with a political edge, but it
swallows or ignores the complex interpretation that this
script deserves. — Heather Barfield

Austin Playhouse, Second Stage,
through Nov. 27
Running time: 2 hrs




Country Peddler’s
'Hb[u(ay S ﬁqpymg Showcase

Thanksgiving Weekend
November 26-28

Gillespie County Fairgrounds
G\@jﬂ Hwy 16 South of Fredericksburg

Holiday Fashions

L J Stocking Stuffers ¢ Potpourri
Wreaths & Swags ¢ Ornaments

‘\t'= Bath & Body Delights
" — 1“!'. Pottery « Candles
e Snowmen & Santa Goodies
E o Weathervanes * Gourmet Treats

ADMISSION GOOD ALL WEEKEND!
Friday 1pm - 9pm, Saturday 9am - 6pm, Sunday 11lam - 4pm

$5 Adults, $3 Seniors 65+, Children under 12 FREE
1-800-775-2774 - www.peddlershow.com

‘I}NBC@@ND

m,RodoIfo,Mendez, Artistic Dlrector

/ Ballet East Dance Company presents
R

egina Larkin, Artistic Dlrector, Joyce Trisler Dance Compuny (NYCQ)
& Sharon Maroquin, Eric Mldgley, Melissa Villarreal,
aAnund(a__gss, Leona Dixon

Guest choreographers explore the strength, beauty, and freedom of the body und
celebrate the infinite, timeless, radiant soul within

December 2004 - 2, 3, 4 at 8PM - 5 at 2PM o e
Dougherty Arts Center - 11|10 Barton Springs Road ==
$10.00 adults - $6.00 senior citizens and children = & &5
Sunday matinee is free for all cherLen PR [

tickets and reservations 474-TIXS _j "
general information 385-2838°" " ach
mendestein@juno.com www.halleteast.org

Fitth Annal

Texas “Furniture “‘Makers Show
November 26, 2004 - January 2, 2005

__ -

Ken Malson, Gay Dusley, e

Douglas Garey,
Hunt, TX

Reception & Awards
Ceremony Housion, 1
Sat. Dec 4th 6-8pm

Kerr Arts & Cultural Center

228 Earl Garrett St.
Downtown Kerrville

Tues-Sat 10am-4pm
Sun 1-4pm

Free Admission

oqygm\fﬁlﬁ SCULPTURE

YOul
THE SCULPTURE ACADEMY OF AUSTIN
IS STARTING CLASSES IN JANUARY

STONE CARVING
CERAMIC SCULPTURE

(Jy {  WOODCARVING
- \ SCULPTURAL WELDING
FIGURE SCULPTURE
BRONZE CASTING

FIGURE DRAWING
MANY MORE

CLASSES FILLING QUICKLY
SIGN UP NOW

ONLINE AT: www.sculptureacademy.com
OR CALL US AT: (512) 419-7373
SAA IS LOCATED AT 4910 BURNET RD IN THE
HEART OF ROSEDALE
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and, oh, on and on.

knife-sharpener, well, that's where the show
gets all metaphorical and unnerving.

“It's about the blood we need to keep
inside us,” says Pierson fils, “about the vio-
lence or the potential for violence, that’s all
around us. And it's about the societal and
hereditary noise that might create leakage
of that blood — or that soul, or heart.”

There is a boy in the play, a boy (played
by Jodi Jinks) who bleeds: Not as a hemo-
philiac does, but, says Pierson, “in a nice,

Back in the theatrical day, Robert Pierson used to expend much ener-
gy producing and directing the likes of Pinter and Strindberg in this
town. His last directorial outing, in fact, was Pinter's Mountain
Language — paired with Samuel Beckett's That Time — at Synergy
Studios in 1993. Which is not to say the man’s lain doggo all these
years since. Much in evidence (and demand) as an actor, Pierson’s
expanded his résumé with roles like Le Petomane in the Tongue and
Groove Theatre show about that legendary fartiste, like the one-armed
father in the SVT production of Dan Dietz’s Tilt Angel, like the slightly
creepy funeral-crasher in Lowell Bartholomee’s Standing Room Only,

Now he’s back in the directorial saddle again — ain’t a horse that can’t
be rode, it seems — although this time he’s also the author of the fast-
approaching Hemophiliacs, the lastest in the Rude Mechs’ Second Stage
series. But you can’t keep a Pierson off the stage, can you? Not when the
paterfamilias is available, anyway: Pierson’s own father, William, plays
himself as a man perpetually riding a bicycle around the Off Center set.
That the gears of the bike are somehow linked to the machinery of a

And antique Russian and British royalty.
And, in a role written for her, Margaret
Hoard as Make Believe Cry. And Lowell
Bartholomee and Michael Mergen. And Lee
Eddy. And music by Robert Fisher for songs
— yes, songs — written by Pierson. And
knives, too. Oh, lots of knives.

Catholic way.”
So, stigmata?

“I drew on my own Catholic upbringing
for this play,” says the director. “So, yeah,
stigmata.”

This is no review here, this is just a pre-
view. Because we're thinking you might
want to join us for the opening weekend.
But be careful, OK?

God forbid you cut yourself.

Dec. 2-11. Thu.-Sun., 8om. The Off
Center, 2211-A Hidalgo, 476-7833. $12
($10, seniors, students, ACoT; pay what you
can, Thursdays & Sundays).
www.rudemechs.com.

— Wayne Alan Brenner

ZACH SCOTT’S ROCKIN’ CHRISTMAS
PARTY It's the dozenth year for this annu-
al Zach tradition of “MoTown in YoTown for
the Ho-Ho-Holidays,” directed, as always,
by Dave “Hard Workin’” Steakley. Shake,
rattle, and roll down Santa Claus Lane
with new sights, sounds, and songs sure
to provide one helluva jingle-bellin’, snow-
ballin’, booty-shakin’ yuletide extravaganza.
Dec. 2-Jan. 2. Wed.-Sat., 8om; Sun.,
2:30pm. Extra shows: Sun., Dec. 5-19,
7pm. Special New Year's Eve performance:
Fri., Dec. 31, 9pm. Zachary Scott Theatre,
1510 Toomey, 476-0541 x1. $25-45.

CLOSING

ARMS AND THE MAN One of George
Bernard Shaw’s most popular plays — con-
cerning itself with the ever-relevant sub-
jects of love and war as a reluctant soldier
hides among the family of a posh enemy
household — is directed by Karen Jambon
for Different Stages. Through Nov. 28.
Thu,-Sat., 8pm. Extra show: Sun., Nov.
28, 2pm. No shows on Thanksgiving Day.
Austin Playhouse, 3601 S. Congress,
Bldg. C, 454-TIXS. $14-16 (pay what you
can, Thursdays).

ONGOING

AUDITIONS

PAGEANT The drag show to end all drag
shows returns to Austin. Who will be the
winner in this parody of beauty pageants
penned by Bill Russell and Frank Kelly?
Will it be Miss Bible Belt? Will it be Miss
Industrial Northeast? Will it be Miss Small
Town? Or will it be one of the other
queenly contestants giving it their all
under the direction of Stuart Moulton?
You'll have to be there to find out,
because you, the audience, get to vote on
who gives best evidence of superlative
fabulosity. Through Dec. 31. Thu.-Sat.,
8pm (no show on Thanksgiving). Arts on
Real, 2826 Real (behind Flatbed Press),
472-2787. $25. www.naughtyaustin.com.

DINNER THEATRE

THE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PASTA is
an interactive comedy whodunit, of
course, full of solstice shenanigans from
your friends, the Cap City Mystery Players.
Chow down on tasty sauce-drenched
pasta and dessert while these guys spin
the story of widowed socialite Mary Astor
Turf, whose holiday séance is interrupted
by ... murder! Will you solve the dastardly
crime? Thursdays, Dec. 2-16, 7pm.
Spaghetti Warehouse, 117 W. Fourth,
404-9123. $29.95. www.meatballs.com.

ESTHER’S FOLLIES AUDITIONS Esther’s
is looking for one male cast member.
Needed: comedy experience, comedy writ-
ing experience/ability, singing a must.
Audition will consist of a five-minute
monologue, a song, and cold reading of
Esther’s Follies scripts. Fax or e-mail your
résumé and head shot to the attention of
Michael Corley. Fax number: 320-0615.
esthersfollies@aol.com.

HYPERBOLIC FILMS is holding an open
casting call for several short films and a
music video. All ages and ethnicities. Call
for appt. Sat.-Sun., Dec. 4-5, noon-5pm.
Church of the Friendly Ghost, 209
Pedernales, 371-9317.
hyperbolicfilms@gmail.com.

ONCE UPON A MATTRESS Georgetown’s
Palace Theatre is casting this perenially
popular show, to be directed by Mary Ellen
Butler. Teen Chorus: age 12-15; Bring a
prepared song (one minute) with sheet
music, CD, or tape; wear loose clothing.
Mon., Dec. 6, 6:30-9pm. Adult actors:
bring a prepared song (one minute) with
sheet music, CD, or tape; wear loose
clothing. Tue.-Wed., Dec. 7-8, 6:30-9pm.
Palace Theatre, 810 S. Austin Rd.,
Georgetown, 512/869-7469.

THE MAN OF LA MANCHA is no impos-
sible dream, but they're still seeking men
and women for this musical out in
Georgetown, to be directed by Cliff Butler,
to run in February. They need strong
singers, nonsingers, dancers, just about
everybody: ages 14 and older. Prepare a
song (unless you want a nonsinging role).
Sun.-Mon., Dec. 5-6, 7-9:30pm. Sam
Bass Theatre, 600 N. Lee, Round Rock,
512/244-0440. www.sambasstheatre.org.

IHEATRE CALL BOARD

THE FEARLESS ACTOR is a five-session
course to help you break through your
inhibitions and develop as an individual
performer and as part of an ensemble.
Your instructor: the highly experienced
Marshall Ryan Maresca. Call for more
information. Five Saturdays, beginning
Dec. 4, with a two-week break for the hol-
idays. 296-8941. maresca@email.com.

FRONTERAFEST 2004 The hottest Ii’l
DIY theatrical gig in the town is barreling
toward us once again — it runs in January
and February — and there are a few per-
formance slots still left, slots that you can
fill with whatever kind of staging you want.
Amaze your friends, confound your ene-
mies, frighten the horses, and check the
Hyde Park Theatre Web site for applica-
tions and more. Hyde Park Theatre, 511
W. 43rd, 479-PLAY.
www.hydeparktheatre.org.

Offscreen

BY MARC SAVLOV

AUSTIN JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL:
TRAILER COMPETITION This third
annual festival features — as you might
expect, no? — a diverse lineup of narra-
tives and documentaries that celebrate
Jewish culture. The festival’s in January
and February; the deadline for your
entry in their first-ever theatrical trailer
competition is: Dec. 31. The winning
trailer will be shown before every
screening at the festival; the winning
auteur gets four passes to the fest. The
AJFF’s also currently accepting film sub-
missions. Details? Check their Web site
for more. www.austinjff.org/trailer.ntml.

SCREEN IT LIKE YOU MEAN IT Austin
Studios has a new, state-of-the-art
screening room and, lucky you, they’re
opening it up on a rental basis to the pub-
lic, which means you can finally toss out
that old Sony Watchman you’ve been
thrusting in potential distributors’ mugs for
the past three years. Community and indie
rates are available for the room, which
sports an 18-foot-by-7-foot screen, 28
fixed theatre seats, a Surround Sound
system, and supports Super 35, 35mm,
16mm, VHS, and DVD formats. Handicap
accessible, restrooms — the works. They
also have a “break room” suitable for pre-
sentations, meetings, and general cine-
matic tomfoolery. 322-0145.
www.austinstudios.org.

Comedy

BY WAYNE ALAN BRENNER

INTHECLUBS

CAP CITY COMEDY CLUB 8120
Research, 467-2333.
www.capcitycomedy.com.

Laurie Kilmartin returns to Cap City
after however many laps in chlorinated
pools and alcoholized clubs across this
degraded nation of ours. She’s gonna
make you laugh? Oh yeah — she’s gonna
tickle you like she’s the poison spur of a
platypus and you’re nothing but a big
pressure-point of humor jonesing for
impact. Buy her a coffee, ask her about
those old wire frames. Chris Matta opens.
Through Nov. 28. Wed.-Thu. & Sun.,
8pm; Fri.-Sat., 8 & 10.30pm.

Isaac Witty is just like his name: He’s so
totally Isaac. But, yeah, he’s pretty
damned witty, too, and he’ll brighten your
pre-and-post-turkey days, you betcher
giblets. With Kevin Williams. Tue.-Thu. &
Sun., 8pm; Fri.-Sat., 8 & 10.30pm.
www.capcitycomedy.com.

ESTHER’S POOL 525 E. Sixth,
320-0553. www.esthersfollies.com.

Esther’s Follies Talk about your political
lambasting! President George W. Bush sings
and kicks up his heels in Esther's musical
“Side Step Song,” then debates with John
Kerry. VP Dick Cheney and John Edwards
turn car salesmen to “sell” their new
Democrat/Republican models for 2004. The
fast-paced “News Medley” brings Olympic
news, Lance’s triumphant parade, reality TV
travesty, and convention madness in New
York and Boston. There’s Teresa Kerry's
answer to the press, Martha Stewart’s trial,
and Ricky Williams’ retiring. The newest
musical parody stars blondes Paris Hilton,
Anna Nicole Smith, Britney Spears, and
mob lady Victoria Gotti in the biggest
blonde-joke song ever. And in the world of
men, Esther’s classic football sketch is back
for the season. Thursdays, 8pm; Fridays-
Saturdays, 8 & 10pm. $18 (student dis-
counts available Thursdays & Fridays).
Additional $5 for special reserved seats.

THE HIDEOUT THEATER 617 Congress,
443-3688. www.heroescomedy.com.

Micetro is where your Heroes of Comedy
shine with the improv shenanigans for the
audience’s (and their own) pleasure. Who
will be the Micetro ... and who will be the
Goat? You'll have fun deciding. Saturdays,
10:30pm.

VELVEETA ROOM 521 E. Sixth,
469-9116. www.thevelveetaroom.com.

Spite Club Championship Who's the
most spiteful comic in this town? This
final bout will force the decision: Alan
Metoski or Chuck Watkins? Or maybe it's
Summer Brow? Someone’s brow’s gonna
be lowered, all right, and a few voices
doubtless raised in peals of laughter as a
true champion emerges from the fray.
Thu., Dec. 2, 9:30pm.

Rob Nash is funny. We know that’s not
supposed to be unusual enough to men-
tion when discussing comics, but, hey,

SUBMISSION INFORMATION: The Austin Chronicle is published every Thursday. Submissions are due
the Monday the week prior to the issue in which you’d like to see your listing. The deadline for the
Dec. 9, 2004, issue is Monday, Nov. 29, 5pm. Include name of event, date, time, location, price,
phone number(s), a description of the event, and any available photos or artwork. Include SASE for
return of materials. All listings are free and printed on a space-available basis. While we strive for com-
prehensive coverage of Austin-area events, we cannot guarantee publication of any submission.

Send submissions to the attention of the appropriate writer (see roster below). Mail to The Austin
Chronicle, PO Box 49066, Austin, TX 78765, fax 458-6910, or e-mail:

Questions? Contact Wayne Alan Brenner, listings editor. brenner@austinchronicle.com.

Wayne Alan Brenner, theatre, comedy. brenner@austinchronicle.com.

Marc Savioy, film classes, instruction, events. film@austinchronicle.com.

Robi Polgar, performance art, dance, classical. dance-classical@austinchronicle.com.
Ric Williams, litera. litera@austinchronicle.com.
Jacqueline May, visual arts. art@austinchronicle.com.
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Isaac Witty stays true to his name
at Cap City Comedy Club. }

we've seen some lame shit, OK, and we
know what’s up. And when Nash is up —
onstage — you're in for a helluva wild ride,
and we bet those proverbial sides’ll be
busting. With Mario DiGiorgio, too. Fri.-
Sat., Nov. 26-27, 9:30-11:30pm.

BUT WAIT - THERE'S MORE

ALLAH MADE ME FUNNY: THE OFFI-
CIAL MUSLIM COMEDY TOUR Who
made this “official,” we're not sure ... but
if you're in the mood — and who isn’'t? —
for funny Muslims, then you’ll want to
make a pilgimage to the Islamic Center of
Greater Austin to catch former SNL writer
Preacher Moss, the man they call Azeem,
and the laughalicious scholar Azhar
Usman as they crack wise about religious
differences, current events, and more.
Thu., Nov. 25, 7pm. Islamic Center of
Greater Austin, 5110 Manor Rd.
947-6529. www.allahmademefunny.com.

Dance

BY ROBI POLGAR

BALLET EAST DANCE COMPANY:
UNBOUND Choreographers Regina Larkin,
director; Joyce Trisler Danscompany (New
York); Sharon Marroquin; Eric Midgley;
Melissa Villarreal; Ananda Moss; and
Leona Dixon join BEDC for this joyful cele-
bration of the human spirit in movement.
Dec. 2-5. Thu-Sat., 8om; Sun., 2pm.
Dougherty Arts Center, 1110 Barton
Springs Rd., 474-TIXS. $10 ($6, seniors,
children). www.balleteast.org.

1,001 NIGHTS

CAUCUS CLUB: INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
Gorgeous belly dancers perform regularly
to help you get over your midweek blues.
Wednesdays, 8:30-10pm. Caucus Club,
912 Red River, 542-4010. $4.

GREEN MUSE CAFE Join Eshta! for spir-
ited belly dancing with live music. All
ages, no cover. Every second Friday,
8-10pm. Green Muse Cafe, 503 E. Oltorf,
912-7789.

ALBORZ PERSIAN CUISINE Also host-
ing a regular dance night of the rak sharki
variety, Alborz invites patrons to sup on
fine Persian delicacies and stare at talent-
ed dancers. Saturdays, 8pm. Alborz
Persian Cuisine, 3300 W. Anderson,
420-2222. Free.

EAST MEETS TEXAS Zerehade and her
friends perform, and O’Dell Bishop
emcees. Plus, you can sample the free
Mediterranean delicacies. Saturdays, 7-
9:30pm. Ego’s, 510 S. Congress,
360-4387 or 474-7091. $6.
www.egoslounge.com.

PYRAMIDS MEDITERRANEAN RESTAU-
RANT More weekend shimmying in the
northern/central part of town. Fridays &
Saturdays, 8om. Pyramids, 6019 N. [-35,
302-9600.

PYRAMID’S CLEOPATRA LOUNGE It's
an ongoing Mediterranean night party with
the “hottest” belly dancers around, includ-
ing Elena Klara and Melissa Amira, and
added Arabic ambience — both musical
and other (sheesha anyone?). Fridays &
Saturdays, 10pm. The Pyramids, 709 E.
Sixth, 494-8400. $5.

TWO LEFT FEET

AUSTIN BALLROOM DANCERS ABD invites you to this
standing weekly dance. Latin, swing, and other dance music in
a nonsmoking, alcohol-free venue. No partner required, and all
ages welcome. Saturdays, 8pm. Austin Recreation Center,
1301 Shoal Creek. $6 ($4, members, students).
www.austinballroomdancers.org.

FOOTWORKS OF AUSTIN: FREE USE OF SPACE If you
have a nonprofit organization that needs plenty of space for its
fundraiser, you can’t beat free use of Footworks’ 14,500-
square-foot facility. This one-time-per-group opportunity is for
events where more than 70 people will participate. Footworks
Dance Studio, 7010 Hwy. 71 W. #120, Oak Hill,
512/288-9577.

OPEN IMPROVISATION COOPERATIVE This group offers
guided improv, group improv, and contact improv instruction —
everything you do is part of the dance, including breathing, sit-
ting, even watching! Musicians welcome. Through Dec. 19.
Sundays, 7-8:30pm. Center for Contemporary Dance and
Movement Arts, 304 E. Fifth, 443-2327. Donations welcome.
sheenaqueena@yahoo.com.

AUSTIN BARN DANCERS: CONTRA DANCE Traditional social
dances to live music every week. You don’t need a partner, and
every dance will be taught before you stride out on your own.
Wednesdays, 7:30pm. Hancock Recreation Center, 811 E.
41st, 453-4225. $3. www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/hancock.htm.

AUSTIN INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCERS meet every
Saturday night to kick their heels up, traditional style.
Beginners welcome; no partner needed. Frequent live music.
Saturdays, 7:30pm. Hancock Recreation Center, 811 E. 41st,
453-7765. $3. www.yastreb.com/tifd/aifd.html.

AUSTIN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS Listen and groove
to great Celtic music at this weekly social dance. Come alone
or with a partner; beginners always welcome (kilts optional).
Thursdays, 7-9pm. Quicksilver Dance Studio, 8711 Burnet.
First session free. www.austinscd.org.

AUSTIN SWING SYNDICATE WEEKLY DANCE This is one
(Lindy) hoppin’ regular event, as a couple hundred swingers hit
the dance floor for DJ-spun sounds of past blasts. Admission
includes a beginner’s lesson at the start of the evening.
Thursdays, 8pm-12mid. Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs
Ballroom, 2312 San Gabriel, 476-5845. $4 ($2, members).
www.austinswingsyndicate.org.

MORE ON THE FLOOR Think there’s more going on here
than meets the feet? Phone the danceline to see what can
set your body in motion: presentations, workshops, master
classes, and more. 416-5700 x3262. Or check out the
Movin’ Easy calendar online. www.movineasy.com.

Jewelr
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a few steps above the rest! 709 Wast 6th Street - Austin TX
AUSTIN'S OUTDOOR ART & DESIGN GALLERY FOR INFORMATION 698-8099
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Stained Glass
Clothing Design
Batik & Tie-Dye

Woodwork

Mi)l(’ed Media

ottery

Q Paintings
Photography
‘ Body Products
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Silversmiths
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Stone Work
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Holiday Swin

454-8646

$40 In Advance
$45 At The Door

2004

benefiting people living with HIV/AIDS

Swing Orchestra
Holiday Hors d'oeuvres

Silent Auction

Saturday, December 4th
8:00pm - Midnight

Dell Jewish Community Campus
7300 Hart Lane

more info.Project Transitions.org
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Classical Music

BY ROBI POLGAR

UT SCHOOL OF MUSIC The University of
Texas has a full semester of performance
events. (For more information, phone
471-5401 or see their Web site.) This
week: Chamber Winds Scott Hanna
directs. Mon., Nov. 29, 8pm. Bates
Recital Hall. Free. Jazz Combos Mon.,
Nov. 29, 8pm. Recital Studio. Free.
Holiday Choral Concert Tue., Nov. 30,
8pm. Bates Recital Hall. Free. UT Wind
Ensemble Conductor Jerry F. Junkin leads
the ensemble through a program that
includes Mozart’s Serenade in B-flat
Major, visiting composer Gunther
Schuller’'s Symphony for Brass and
Percussion, and Stars and Stripes Forever
in observance of the 150th anniversary of
the birth of John Philip Sousa. Wed., Dec.
1, 8pm. Bates Recital Hall. $7. Jazz
Ensemble Thu., Dec. 2, 8pm. Bates
Recital Hall. $7. www.music.utexas.edu.

AUSTIN SINGERS: A BAROQUE
CHRISTMAS BEYOND BACH welcomes
the holiday season with works by
Pergolesi, Victoria, Palestrina, and
Sweelinck, as well as selected arrange-
ments of Christmas carols from the
Renaissance and Baroque periods. Thu.-
Fri., Dec., 2-3, 7:30pm. Central Christian
Church, 1110 Guadalupe, 314-5532.
$15 ($10, seniors, students; $12, in
advance). www.austinsingers.org.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT NOON
Choirs representing downtown churches,
plus a few guest soloists, invite you to this
series of noontime choral concerts.
Thursdays, 12:05pm. Through December
23. St. David’s Episcopal Church, 304 E.
Seventh, 472-1196. Free. www.stdave.org.

Litera

BY RIC WILLIAMS

READINGS, SIGNINGS, AND
PERFORMANCES

JOY WILLIAMS, visiting professor of fic-
tion at the Michener Center this fall,
reads from her works. She is the author
of the novels State of Grace, The
Changeling, Breaking and Entering, and
The Quick and the Dead; the short story
collections Taking Care, Escapes, and just
out this fall, Honored Guest; and the col-
lected essays Il Nature. Highly recom-
mended. ACES 2.302, Avaya Auditorium,
24th & Speedway. Thu., Dec. 2, 7:30pm.

CYRUS CASSELLS reads from his latest
book of poetry, More Than Peace &
Cypresses. Cassells is also the author of
Beautiful Signor, winner of the Lambda
Literary Award; Soul Make a Path Through
Shouting, William Carlos Williams Award-
winner; and The Mud Actor, a National
Poetry Series selection. Thu., Dec. 2,
3:30pm. Southwest Writers Collection,
Alkek Library, TSU-San Marcos.
512/245-2313. Free. www.swwe.txstate.edu.

SUE FOLEY discusses her new CD,
Change. Yep, the blues lady talks about
the blues as text! As Zappa, dead-
panned, “Standard blues changes.” Wed.,
Dec. 1, 7:30pm. Borders Arboretum,
10225 Research, 795-8410.

POETRY ON THE PLAZA Actors from
local playwright Steve Moore’s Nightswim
present scenes from the highly praised
play. Wed., Dec. 1, noon. Harry Ransom
Center, 300 W. 21st, 471-8944. Free.
www.hrc.utexas.edu.

Bluester Sue Foley gets all texty with her Changes
at Borders on Wednesday.

CITY-WIDE UNDER-21 POETRY SLAM
Come hear the best brave new voices
from Austin’s high schools and colleges
compete to qualify for a position on the
2005 Austin Under 21 Poetry Slam Team.
The top three poets move on to the final
Slam-off next March, competing for one of
four spots on a team that will travel to
San Francisco in April. Just as intense as
the regular slam, y’all. Co-sponsored by
the Texas Youth Word Collective and the
Austin Poetry Slam. Sat., Nov. 27, 5-7pm.
Ruta Maya HQ, 3601 S. Congress Ste.
D-200, 632-5033. Free. www.txywc.org.

TEXAS NAFAS “Reading Rumi in an
Uncertain World.” Robert Bly and Naomi
Shihab Nye read Rumi and talk about his
relevance to our times at the April 2004
Texas Nafas reading in Austin. Saturdays,
11am & 10pm, Channel 16.
poetry10@juno.com.

SEMINARS AND
WORKSHOPS

SHIRLEY HAZZARD PRESENTS “ON
GRAHAM GREENE” Hazzard is the
author of Greene on Capri, a memoir of
her friendship with the brilliant British
writer. The lecture will be followed by a
celebration of Greene’s 100th birthday,
which complements the Ransom Center’s
ongoing exhibition “Writing Among the
Ruins: Graham Greene and Evelyn
Waugh.” Wed., Dec. 1, 7pm. Harry
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Ransom Center, 300 W. 21st, 471-8944.
Free. www.hrc.utexas.edu.

CALL FORENTRIES

THE BALCONES POETRY PRIZE This
award of $1,000 recognizes an outstand-
ing book of poetry published during a
given year. Books of poetry in English of
42 pages or more may be submitted by
author or publisher; send three copies;
books must bear a publication date
between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2004.
Reading fee: $20; checks payable to
Austin Community College. Address: John
Herndon, Associate Director, Balcones
Center for Creative Writing, Austin
Community College, 1212 Rio Grande
Street, Austin, TX 78701. Deadline: Jan.
31, 2005. 223-3376.
www.austincc.edu/crw/balcones_prize.htm.

WRITING/BOOK GROUPS

THE AUSTIN POETRY SOCIETY meets
the fourth Saturday of each month. Bring
a friend and a poem to read for their open
mic. Sat., Sept. 25, 2-5pm. Howson
Library, 2500 Exposition, 451-8675.

ZARA HOUSHMAND, writer and transla-
tor of Persian poetry and modern drama,
editor for the Mind and Life Institute,
speaks on developing “virtual reality as
art.” Sat., Nov. 27, 2pm. Howson Library,
2500 Exposition, 472-3584.

UNIFIED TRIBE presents Juice & Jam
Uncensored, a rap session, unauthorized
on the air, on topics like love, sex, and
politics. Sat., Nov. 27, noon-3pm.
Mitchie’s Fine Black Art & Gift Gallery,
6406 N. |-35 #2800, 323-6901.
www.mitchie.com.

OPEN MICS

THE AUSTIN POETRY SLAM Mike Henry
captains the crew that has all the best of
stand-up, performance art, theatre, rock &
roll, and phone sex rolled into one electri-
fying evening. Wednesdays, 8pm. Ego’s,
510 S. Congress, 474-7091.
www.austinslam.com.

HIDEOUT MIC Mondays, 7-10pm. The
Hideout Coffeehouse, 617 Congress,
476-0473. $2 or canned food for Poets’
Pantry. www.thehideout.org.

POETRY @ LA TAZZA FRESCA features
Vince Quinlan, Chris Edwards, and
Frances Badgett. Hosted by johnniZanni
and Kathleen Romana. Fri., Nov. 26,
7-9pm. La Tazza Fresca, 519 W. 37th,
453-0403.

POETRY KARAOKE The Poetry Karoake
Orchestra will back your poetry on the
porch, all kicked off by your host, Ivanho.
Bring canned foods for the Poets’ Pantry.
Tuesdays, 8-10pm. Ruta Maya HQ, 3601
S. Congress Ste. D-200, 707-9637.
www.rutamaya.net.

NEO-SOUL LOUNGE is hosted by Love
Robinson. Doors open at 7:30pm with the
hottest sounds of Neo-Soul. Wednesdays,
9pm. Sahara Nightclub, 900 E. Braker
#170, 228-1940.

STARS POETRY is hosted by George
Leake. Weekly featured readers include
Steve Pressler and Paula Mendoza-Hanna.
Stars Coffee, 6539 N. Lamar, 377-3334.
Free.

WORLD BEAT CAFE is hosted by
Kathleen Romana, in an African restaurant
where Eden is always waiting in your
heart. Wednesdays, 7-9pm. WorldBeat
Cafe, 600 W. MLK, 236-0197.

MISCELLANEOUS

MORE POETRY! or she is crying & i let
her breathe her own rhythm into what is
left of what she was ... i feel her deeply
yearning though i do not know if she can
say her name the way she breathes her
breath ... as if i could almost reach thru
to her as she hides beneath the mossy
tangle of this unresolved desire ... as if to
see herself beyond the light she calls her
home i would have to become a water &
rise in her first morning ... Namaste. Vaya
con dios.

POEM OF THE ISSUE

And there were stones, Albert

and there were stones

and the stones were smooth

and the stones touched

each other and touching

they spoke

And the stones said pearls these pearls
gathered and cast

— Constance Campbell,
from “Thoughts on Huff’s Memorial”

Visual Arts

OPENING

THE GALLERY AT GUADALUPE ARTS The
annual “Tenants Show,” with more than 35
artists from this unique community, will fea-
ture a diversity of techniques and styles.
Reception: Thu., Dec. 2, 6-8pm. Exhibit:
Through Dec. 18. 1705 Guadalupe,
473-3775. www.guadalupearts.com.

NORTH HILLS GALLERY is having its
annual juried “Advent Show.” Reception:
Sun., Dec. 5, 12:15-1:30pm. Exhibit:
Through Dec. 27. 7050 Village Center Dr.,
345-1743.

BASS CONCERT HALL is hosting a dis-
play by the Creative Arts Society of Austin.
Dec. 2-Jan. 3. 301-6966. UT Campus,
23rd & East Campus Drive, 471-1444.
www.creativeartssociety.org.

GALLERY LOMBARDI The Xmas Expo is
a funky group show featuring 50 Central
Texas artists and artisans, with original
fine art and affordable fine craft. Through
Jan. 6. 910 W. Third, 481-1088.
www.gallerylombardi.com.

F8 FINE ART GALLERY “The Fourth
Season” brings together the introspective
paintings of Ray Donley, the organic
abstracts of Michael Kessler, Judith
Vejvoda’s spiritual photography, and the
energy of Piercarlo Abate’s “Carnivale”
photos. Reception: Thu., Dec. 2, 6-8pm.
Exhibit: Through Dec. 24. 1137 W. Sixth,
480-0242. www.f8fineart.com.

STUDIO 107 presents “Holiday Punch,”
and, wow, with names like these, the
punch is going to knock you out. Bennie
Flores Ansel, Derek Boshier, Brian B