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UT PERFORMING ARTS CENTER PRESENTS

American
Ballet Theatre

PROGRAM

Mozartiana
GEORGE BALANCHINE

Petit Mort/Sechs Tanze
JIRI KYLIAN

Pillar of Fire
ANTHONY TUDOR

J F 3 FRI & SAT @ 8 PM uTPAC@BASS CONCERT HALL

Presenting Partner: ~ Special Thanks: Media Partners:

THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE

KGSR & AUSTIN CHRONICLE

Tickets

Underwritten By:
JANNIS & ROBERT BALDWIN

NOVEMBER 19, 2004

WWW.UTPAC.ORG OR 477-6060 Also available at UT PAC,
Erwin Center & HEB stores. Groups of 10 or more: 471-0648




HOLIDAY ART FESTIVAL 2004

MUSERN OF ART-LAGHNR GLORIA BUI:I:ET a PA I-A(E

Best of Japanese, Korean, and Chinese Cuisine.
Over 90 items from scratch with N0 MSG.

Bring your whole family to this

holiday art market held on the

beautiful lakeside grounds of the

newly restored Austin Museum

of Art—Laguna Gloria, featuring high quality work in
ceramics, wood, fiber, painting, sculpture, paper,
metal, jewelry, and photography. The Museum Store
will sell the original Laguna Gloria holiday ornament,

and the Driscoll Villa will be open to visitors.

“Buffet Palace lives up to its name with superior fare!l”

o

“The mood is civilized ... “ “very un-buffet like ...”
“A 92-item buffet of well-made Japanese, Korean and Chinese dishes.
The crowd eating here attested to this restaurant’s popularity. It is deserved.”
* %k - Austin-American Statesman

NOW HIRING ALL STAFF
“Best Buffet” 8 Years Running

-Austin Chronicle Vote

Festival Admission: $7; Museum Members $3. [ South Austinl North Austin | Round Rock

Friends of Laguna Gloria and children under 12 free. 4608 Westgate Blvd. 1012 W. Anderson Ln. 2601 IH-35 (Exit 250) SE corner of 190 & 195

The festival will be held, rain or shine.
Saturday, November 27,10 am - 5 pm
Sunday, November 28, 10 am - 5 pm

Refreshments will be sold.

Win a free art class!

Gardens, Real and Imagined
This exhibition is organized by the Austin Museum
of Art and runs through September 25, 2005. It
is generously supported by Earl Broussard and
TBG Partners, Corey and Patty Hoffpauir and
The Garden Room, Peggy O’Shaughnessy,
and The Friends of Laguna Gloria.

AUSTIN | _
MU s EUM 4 The Austin Chronicle will be delivered a day early - Wednesday, Nov. 24 - before
e Thanksgiving. Make sure to pick up your paper early if you are planning to go
0 ART owm i out of town.
1 - == | :
LAGUNA GLORIA !!-.!'ﬁ':" 4

austinchronicle.com
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Treasures of Mexico for the discerning taste.
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s ¥
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vagine with o 1-howr loser procedure.

hese new GYN Procedures help
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* [mprove sirass urinory incordinence
» Enbance sexval grotifialion

She aksn performs:

* Lohio reduction for lorge/umeven
|abio minara

* Reconstmadtion of the hymen

finondng aslabls fwa.c.)
Call tolbfree at 1-B46-30-0BGYN for o FREE consultotion.

The Laser Vaginal Rejuvenation Institute of San Antonio
www.cosmeficgyn. net
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global style. no jet lag.

A Friendly Atmosphere.

4125 Guadalupe 459.9174
www.hydeparkgym.com

DECEMBER 14
1009 West Lynn - 474-8680
www.elinterior.com
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ONE WORLD - ONE STOP - FOUR SHOPS

On Novemeer 20 ereaxk THE Guain Haerr, Suor LocaLLy DwNED.
By choosing to shop locally owned for just one day, we can contribute $13 million to our local economy.

1525 bl 2018

Planet K NORTH
2407 N. IH35
B3Z2-8544

Planet K E. RIVERSIDE
2007 E. Riverside
441-5555

{F.undl:-nrg Exit}

Planet K SOUTH
1516 South Lomar

443-2292
{Weazl Side of Lamar)

AUSTIN UNCHAINED
win a $50 Giftr Certificate

Visit any of our stores the week of November 15 - 20 and enter

SPECALIZING IN IMPORTED OIGARETTES, CIGARS, PIPES, INCENSE, UNDERGROUND BODKS & COMIX,
EROTIC OIS, LINGERIE, PIERCING AND UNIQUE SEWELRY, INDOOR GARDENING & MORE

OPEN EVERY NIGHT “TIL MIDN

{Eetweon HAQS & THE BACHE{IM)

Planet K RESEARCH
11657 Researdh

202-9323
(Al Dunnal & 183)

IGHT
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page two

by Louis Black

It was typical, bitter, Northeastern a-couple-of-days-after-a-snowstorm cold. We were sitting in
the basement of a church; it was a theatre space. I remember we still had our coats on. It might
have been off Mt. Auburn Street — it was somewhere near Harvard Square. It was maybe 1969 or
1970. The performer was late. We waited. Finally, Dave Van Ronk walked in the room.

Now, there were a lot of Dave Van Ronk records floating around: Almost every multiroommate
household had a couple in the various collections. They were good. But we knew about Van Ronk
less because of his music and more because of his relationship with Bob Dylan. This may sound too
slavishly devoted, but that view misses the sense of excitement of the time. Sure, we were going to
track down every musical influence Dylan acknowledged, but we were also using Harry Smith’s
Anthology of American Folk Music as a guide. We listened to everything and anything on the Folkways,
Chess, Vanguard, and ESP labels, among many others; we read Broadside and studied album covers
and record credits to find talents we didn’t know. When we visited new friends, poring through the
record collection was the first activity. In the same way, any casual reference to a writer by Henry
Miller, Allan Ginsberg, or any of several dozen important authors was readily pursued.

We were on a voyage of discovery.

In this world, in his way, Van Ronk was a legend. Not just because he influenced and inspired
and mentored Dylan, but because he didn’t seem to care about it.

He walked toward the stage, late and grumbling. He took a couple of swigs from a pint bottle.
He settled himself onstage, took another swig, began to play, and then started singing Joni
Mitchell’s “Urge for Going.” I didn’t really know the song at the time, although I think it was on
a Tom Rush album to which we regularly listened.

At first, his voice was a rasp, not even a whisper, an ugly hint of human sound. He literally croaked:

“I awoke today and found the frost perched on the town/It hovered in a frozen sky, then it gob-
bled summer down/When the sun turns traitor cold/and shivering trees are standing in a naked
row/I get the urge for going but I never seem to go”

I slipped into the song. Something serious was going on, even if I wasn’t sure what it was. The
bear of a man, the car accident of a voice, the brilliant lyricism and potent imagery of the song
combined. In Boston, the sun had turned “traitor cold” months earlier, and in every part of my
body I felt cold. But now I also felt chills that were not from the cold.

POSTMARKS

or changed by sender once we receive them.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR must be signed with full name and include daytime phone number, full address, or e-mail address.
Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit all submissions. Letters may not be edited, added to,

Slowly, the voice began to come into focus,
only to slip again to barely inspired breathing
and then return to just-beyond-guttural.
Probably this was as much a warm-up vocal
exercise disguised as a first song than a pas-
sionately felt moment to Van Ronk. To me
there was no other way to sing the song being
sung. The singer, who had sung it many
times before, discovering it as he came to his
voice. His playing was expert and powerful.
Then the voice swooped in, really came into
its own and stayed there: Majestic, rich tones
ripped the song to a place far beyond a man
and a guitar.

“The warriors of winter they gave a cold tri-
umphant shout/And all that stays is dying and
all that lives is getting out”

After taking over, the voice kicked the pre-
language, Cro-Magnon sidekick out of range.
Gabby Hayes and Fuzzy St. John stepped back.
Roy Rogers rode in on Trigger, his gun drawn;
John Wayne waited by a road for the stage-
coach. The moment of true American possibil-
ity opened.

The hero, one of us, just like you and me — no
god, no aristocrat, lacking any noble birth —
whipped out the pistol with more than perfect
skill and accuracy. In the midst of plodding cou-
ples, Fred Astaire stopped: That smile hit his face,
his eyes literally lit up, and then he started to
dance. Poetry beyond poetry. Not of the church,
not sanctified by stained glass, not belonging to
any canon or boasting Academy approval.

continued on p.10

Censorship Denies Reality
Dear Editor,

The recent decision by the State Board of
Education to censor sex education in health texts for
Texas high school students stifles objectivity among
adolescents and teenagers facing the challenges of
sexual development and the responsibilities of sexu-
al activity [“Texas Remains Sexless,” News, Nov. 12].
An agenda aimed at advancing morality over the fac-
tual analysis of health care, family planning, social
relationships, and self-evaluation serves neither stu-
dent nor society. Moreover, the burden to taxpayers
remains unrelieved, as Texas leads the nation in
youth pregnancy. It is alarming that board adminis-
trators would vote to intentionally omit accurate
representations of the human anatomy for the pur-
pose of student/teacher reference, in favor of absti-
nence-only mandates. When will our consciences
get a clue? Kids are having sex. Instead of teaching
them that there is no such thing as sex, we should
be teaching them age-appropriate behaviors and
responsibilities.

Respectfully,
Airie Hicks

Continue the Progressive Fight
Dear Mr. Black,

I enjoyed reading your sentiments on our recent
election [“Page Two,” Nov. 5]. I, like you, wish the
outcome had favored Kerry. Last week I had intense
feelings of depression alternating with anger. That 1
live in Houston, the back yard of Tom DeLay & com-
pany, didn’t help. Travis County, which predomi-
nantly went for Kerry, is looking to me like a better
place to live and work every day. (For the record, I

was not born in Houston, so if I move to Travis
County, please don’t hate me.) The Houston
Chronicle, our so-called metropolitan daily, contin-
ues lurching toward the right (it began with their
endorsement of the Bush-Cheney ticket and contin-
ues with self-congratulatory letters from conserva-
tive readers that clog their editorial pages). I sent a
stinging letter to their ombudsman reminding him
that about a third of voters in Harris County didn’t
vote for Bush and that a 15% to 30% decline in read-
ership was possible if they alienate enough of their
readers long enough.

For this week, as an experiment of sorts, I've
decided to seek out other information sources such
as the Statesman. (I already “tune in” to The Austin
Chronicle online and pick it up when I visit town.
Your writing is so much better.) I encourage you and
your paper to continue writing your “Page Two”
offerings, continue to carry the wisdom of Michael
Ventura (whose next column I eagerly await), and
continue to provide a visible media outlet for pro-
gressive thinkers like me.

Cordially,
Charles Tatum II
Houston

U.S. Not Anti-Muslim
Dear Louis Black,

By referring to America’s “anti-Muslim racism”
in your editorial, you only further Osama bin
Laden’s propaganda [“Page Two,” Nov. 5]. Clearly,
America is not anti-Muslim, as shown by our
defense of the Muslims in Yugoslavia, by the evi-

continued on p.10

Thanksgiving Holiday Schedule

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, issue No. 13 of The Austin Chronicle
will be distributed to its regular locations on Wednesday, Nov. 24.
Please see the listings and classifieds sections for that issue’s early
deadlines. The Chronicle office will be closed Thursday and Friday, Nov.
25 and 26. We will resume normal business hours Monday, Nov. 29.

Limit one per day. Prepaid plus tax.

Now offering leather cleaning

for $2499 and wedding gown
preservation for $9900

REGULAR EVERYDAY LOW PRICE $

Dry Cleaning Special: Any Garment $1.89
Men’s laundered shirts $1.19

No Limit.
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With coupon only. Expires 12/3/04.

350 N. Guadalupe, Ste. 130
6516 Hwy. 290 West ...
3652 Bee Caves Rd. ...
7435 Burnet Rd., Richcreek ...
110 North 1-35, Ste. 250 ...

5324 Cameron Rd..........
13492 Research Blvd. ..
600 William Cannon ..
1901 E. Riverside
409 W. Front St. #100, Hutto
850 N. Bell #304
11126 Jollyville Rd
920 B. N. Austin Ave.
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_(Same center as Gage Furniture)............................. 452-2200

12218 N. 620, .

San Marcos

(Same center as Twin Liquor) ..

(183 & Anderson Mill Rd.)

............. 759-4300
... Cedar Park ... .(512)258-4990
.. (at Balcones Woods DF.) ................cccccoovoveenennn. 346-8845

_...Georgetown ... ...930-0666
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 257-0057
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SOUTHERN COMFORT 1.75L 70°.......... $2199

10% OFF any six wines * Prices good November 19th and 20th only
1948 S. IH-35 (BETWEEN WOODIAND & OLTORF NEXT TO WHIP-IN) 440-7778

$39%

GRAND MARNIER 1L..vvrererenenen "
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BusHMILLS IRISH CREAM 750 ML




Order your
) Ko@w(abc meal now

Our Ultimate Turkey Dinner adds three
elegant courses to the Classic Turkey Dinner.

Antipasto Appetizer Course
Marinated Asparagus, Pickled Carrots, Citrus
Marinated Olives, Sliced Salami, Provolone
and Peppedews.

Soup Course
Our Butternut, Crab & Roasted Garlic
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Fred Astaire danced; Roy Rogers rode Trigger; John Wayne stuck
out his leg and kicked a guy across the room. The kick was a dec-
laration of independence of a totally different sort. An individual’s
declaration — as was the walk, as was the dance, as was this song.

“Summertime is falling down and winter is closing in.”

Life was possibility — not simply filled with such, but possibility
itself. There was romance; there was love; one could be redeemed,
and redemption was human, not godly; mundane, not otherworldly.

Dave Van Ronk finished the song.

I was not quite 20. After the song, I was still the same. I was a
mediocre student, lacking any obvious talent, confused, angry, and
overwhelmingly inadequate in every way. Emotionally mercurial,
hard to like (much less love), I didn’t bathe enough, dressed terribly,
and had few manners. I still hadn’t read much or listened to enough
records. I still hadn’t lived enough or seen nearly the number of
movies I needed to see or loved very much at all. I was drowning in
my own utter humanness; my depression was at one with the cock-
roach. I was depressed at me — at how I lived, who I was, and the dis-
tance between my dreams, even the simplest ones, and my reality.

Nothing changed after that song or after the show. I left the
church and trudged into the bitterly cold Cambridge night toward
the MTA, to head to my just-as-cold home and empty bed.

The war in Vietnam continued, the battle for civil rights raged, and
the cause of economic and social justice imperceptibly advanced.

Inside, the tiny flame that kept me going through so much
darkness, all too much inadequacy, and sometimes overwhelm-
ing despair probably burned a little brighter — but I sure didn’t
know it at the time. There was no light at the end of the tunnel,
there was no tunnel, only darkness. I thought it had no shape
and no end.

Reading Dylan’s Chronicles Volume One, 1 thought of that
moment — as I often think of it, always for different reasons, usu-
ally ones I don’t even think about or care to understand.

Maybe this time it is because the dark is all around us again,
and I'm trying to remember exactly how to feel for the walls.

postmarks, FROM P.8

dence of our Constitution’s Freedom of
Religion clause, by the high degree of reli-
gious tolerance in our culture, and by the
statements of President Bush. Bin Laden
would like the world to believe that America
is waging a war against all Muslims, when in
fact our disagreement is with fascists who
are using a twisted version of Islam to gain
power. Please don’t assist Osama bin Laden
in your editorials.

Ted Christopher

Stop Hernandez
Mr. Black:

If the Chronicle maintains its music
department, what with an inept editor and a
staff of writers hell-bent on questionably
clever quips as opposed to critical analysis,
the answer to Darcie Stevens’ question —
“Will Austin’s live music row live to tell?” —
will continue to be a resounding “no” [“One
Night on Red River,” Music, Nov. 5].

First, Ms. Stevens uses a Tuesday night —
during the World Series, no less — to evaluate
the success of the Red River District, which is
patently absurd.

Second, in her coverage of 11 clubs, the
only criticism offered in the article’s content
is the following: Clinic’s songs sound the
same (never mind the obtuse reference to
NYC synth duo Suicide, which is wholly
inaccurate); Doe Montoya has a voice like a
foghorn; Natchet Taylor is punk rock; and
Three Pot Offy sounds like Motérhead, the
Reverend Horton Heat, and Nashville Pussy.
When the writing’s critical, there’s no frame
of reference. When the writing’s descriptive,
it doesn’t inform the reader in the slightest.

Here’s a thought ... beyond the economic
downturn of the last couple of years, perhaps

the main reason for the music scene’s lack of
growth has everything to do with the
Chronicle’s seeming insistence on tunnel-
vision coverage and an absence of informed,
intelligent writing. And said criticism should
fall directly on the shoulders of the music
department’s editor, Raoul Hernandez.

Never mind that he compared the Red Hot
Chili Peppers to the legendary Miles Davis
quintet of the mid to late Fifties in previous
issues (especially when he’s not deaf or
blind). During his tenure, he’s ignored ris-
ing-star locals, only to cover them ad nause-
am after their popularity has solidified (Los
Lonely Boys, Fastball). He has either encour-
aged and/or allowed such limited coverage
that up-and-comers wonder if such coverage
is possible. And last, great writers (who will
remain anonymous here) have repeatedly
quit out of the sheer frustration of having to
work beneath him.

To close, it is the Chronicle’s duty to inform
the public of Austin’s musical goings-on in
order to generate interest, and, in turn, rev-
enue enough for the scene to sustain itself.
Instead, the paper has the nerve to question
its staying power, all the while continuing to
employ a music editor that allows redundant
coverage and terrible writing (sometimes his
own, sometimes not) for over a decade.

Mr. Black, I beg of you. Make it stop.

Sincerely,
Chris Grady

Right Wrong, Left Stupid,

Naderites Pure
Dear Editor,

Not surprisingly, G.W. Bush, an illegiti-
mate president that should be in jail, not
elected (possibly, for the first time) into the
White House — has taken, not been given, a
mandate to further death and destruction
throughout the world.

In this political climate we have collective-
ly built — one where citizens vote on who has
the best “morals” (but where evaluating the
morality of an unjust war as well as letting
people stew in hunger, disease, and poverty
in ours, the wealthiest country in the world,
is not acceptable); where liberals step over
each other to uphold a dying party — and cor-
rupt candidates — that has left them far
behind; where we just “show up” on
Election Day expecting the miracle of the vot-
ing booth to save us just as, to some, the mir-
acle of the free market has the power to save
our economy — we could not have expected
anything different.

Although I'm proud (as state coordinator
of the Nader campaign) of having stood up
for peace and justice and for my democratic
principals despite all pressure to do other-
wise, I take no heart in knowing that lessons
learned by progressives, if learned at all, will
soon be forgotten.

Never more have I been convinced of
the saying “The right is wrong and the left
is stupid.” But if we can accept our fail-
ings, we might stand a chance in building
a true movement of the people; especially
if we leave behind institutions that leave
people behind!

With hope,
Debbie Russell
Texans for Nader

Stop Slinging Crap!
Dear Editor,

“But internationally, America’s arrogance
— our anti-Muslim racism matched to a self-
assured and proudly disdainful ignorance ...”
[“Page Two,” Nov. 5].

Louis, you want anti-Muslim racism? It
happened Tuesday in the Netherlands. A
Muslim school was bombed, apparently in
response to last week’s killing of Dutch film-
maker Theo van Gogh. We may be clumsy
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and inefficient, but I have yet to hear that we deliber-
ately bomb any mosques or schools. Also, the “igno-
rance” of this administration has forged a path to allow
women to vote in Afghanistan and for women to com-
pose no less than one-fourth of Iraq’s National
Assembly in representation.

You speak of “the extraordinary genius of the dem-
ocratic process” and “the power of the people.” The
people exercised that very power last week, and like it
or not, they wanted Bush. Does that “genius” not
count when the majority disagrees with you? Do you
think people who voted for Bush are dumb, as the
British Daily Mirror does?

I voted for Kerry. I was confident that he could
address a lot of things that have gone wrong inside the
U.S. since Bush came into office. However, 1 was not
confident that he would be taken seriously in the Arab
community, or use diplomatic means to “reason with
terrorists,” or that he would be able to make any more
headway with Kim Jong Il than Clinton did. I was hop-
ing Kerry could make things better. But now that it’s
over, perhaps Bush will right a lot of things that went
wrong — perhaps not. I'll put the same amount of faith
in Bush that I did for Kerry.

The statements in your commentary don’t sound
like “principled disagreement.” You're making incendi-
ary statements, offering nothing practical to create dia-
logue with the other side.

Enough with slinging crap. Get over it. Move on.

Serge Pontejos

[Louis Black responds: In the wake of 9/11 in this coun-
try, mosques were bombed, Muslims (or those perceived to
be Muslims) were shot at, and the government rounded up
hundreds of Muslims and held them without charge. I
would not argue that all Americans are anti-Muslim or
even that such prejudice is official state policy. Such atti-
tudes, however, have entered into public discourse on talk
radio, in speeches by certain politicians, in some publica-
tions, and on many Web sites in a way that even a half
decade ago would have been unthinkable. How prevalent is
this attitude? To cite examples of European anti-Muslim
hostility as a rebuttal is, however, ridiculous. Principled
disagreement does not suggest compliance or acquiescence
and does allow for outrage, passion, and intensity.]

Let’s Keep It Going
Dear Editor,

Hooray! I'm always so happy to hear from progres-
sives in a place like Texas. Here in New York City we
always jokingly said it felt like a different country, but
now it really does, and that feels very, very bad.

I work in a settlement house situated in a low-
income Bronx neighborhood, and I have never seen as
many community folks discuss and participate in vot-
ing as during this past election! I agree with Mr
Ventura [“Letters @ 3am,” Nov. 12]; let’s keep it
going, but with humor, optimism, and fearlessness.

Sincerely,
Paula Walzer
New York, N.Y.

Empathy Shows Us the Path
Dear Editor,

Michael Ventura’s article “Dancing in the Dark”
[“Letters @ 3am,” Nov. 12] is the most astute analysis
I have read of the election. My contempt for Bush vot-
ers is gone; I now have empathy. I will read the article
often to make sure I stay on the right path. It is my
compass. Thank you.

Arlene Joyce
El Cerrito, Calif.

Doesn’t Like Tolls
Dear sir,

I have had enough! The people in public office
(both elected and appointed) who went along with
state recommendations regarding the toll road plans
have clearly demonstrated their incompetence, their
special interests, and their disregard for the taxpayer.

I regret that I supported Mayor Will Wynn and Gov.
Rick Perry. They, their appointees, members of CAMPO,
and certain City Council members have demonstrated
reckless disregard for their fiduciary duties.

Oakhill was destroyed to make way for the 290 free-
way, which was then allowed to terminate into one lane
for years. Businesses have been closed for years to make
room for the unfinished portion at the Y. This is incred-

continued on p.12
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ibly poor planning. Then, after creating this mess with
my tax dollars, our representatives decided to force us
into a tollbooth to cross the street, not only at the Y,
but at William Cannon as well. The William Cannon
plan is so ridiculous it is already being reconsidered,
but the Y intersection is no different, and extending
290 to the airport is equally similar. Apparently our
representatives thought that since we were being so
inconvenienced already by the mess previously creat-
ed that we would go along with a toll plan just to get
the problem resolved. Well, think again!

The taxpayers of Austin are not so stupid or so
desperate as to blindly allow those representatives to
push this toll plan down their throats. I applaud the
reaction to these proposals, and I hope this is suffi-
cient to see that we need to clean house of this type
of politician. I have better things to do than spend
my time doing their job for them, but unfortunately,
I have no choice.

Allen Seale

This May Sound Melodramatic ...
Dear Editor,

While our heads are in our video games and else-
where, our country is moving steadily toward a
police state. This sounds melodramatic but it’s a log-
ical extension of what we see happening around us.
The forces that be — global corporations and religious
fundamentalists — are systematically assembling their
Reich before our eyes. These forces have comman-
deered the Republican Party, which used to be a seri-
ous and responsible body, and are well on their way
to controlling the Democratic Party. By vilifying their
political opposition, a tactic that wins elections,
these forces are casting us as bad guys in the minds
of those who blindly follow the leader. As their leg-
islative majorities, judicial appointments, and execu-
tive presumptions grow, our civil rights shrivel. The
climate of fear in which we now live is more than a
seasonal storm.
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Americans 1 encounter are decent and honest,
regardless of the political affiliation they profess. We
want jobs, health care, education, comfort for our
aged, and the respect of the world community. But
we have been divided — not united — turned against
each other by the politics of fear. Emboldened by the
“mandates” Republicans received in the election,
they can now endeavor to frighten you further so you
will sit down, shut up, pay taxes, and consume. The
U.S. government will continue to “save the world
from the heathen Arab hordes” while big corpora-

tions (at least the CEOs) enjoy obscene profits from
the business of war. George Bush may not be the
Antichrist, but he is acting just as I would expect the
Antichrist to act. Killing innocent people is wrong,
whether it is done by terrorists or the U.S. As a
bumper sticker declares, “I love my country but I fear
its government.”

It’s not over. There will be other elections, unless
martial law is declared to control “domestic terror-
ists.” (OK, maybe that is paranoia, but you're think-
ing that it’s possible, aren’t you.) Meanwhile, if we

This Modern World will return next week.

the people have the guts to lean on our elected rep-
resentatives, George Bush can be impeached and
convicted. There is ample justification based on his
conduct of the Iraqi war, with charges far more seri-
ous that any made against previous presidents. We
can do better, and we will.
Phil Eagleton
Wimberley

‘Chronicle’ Music Coverage Sucks
Dear folks at the Chronicle,

Well, I finally had to write and bitch after all these
years of sitting by and watching your mag slowly
become nothing more than a springboard for what-
ever new record Willie Nelson, Jimmie Vaughan, or
Los Lonely Boys decide to fart out. The glaring omis-
sion of last Friday’s (Nov. 12) show at Emo’s by the
group the Sun City Girls was the straw that broke
the camel’s back. I used to feel that when you left
something out it was because the venue ran no ad;
no ad — no mention. And I guess I could live with
that, times being what they are. But when I noticed
that Emo’s, who run an ad every single issue,
received no mention of this very important show, I
realized that you guys really don’t have a clue, or
have become too lazy to stay up past 10 and check
out what’s really going down these days in the
underground of your very own city. I can remember
a time when in the Chronicle’s salad days, no punk
rock act was deemed too obscure to rate a mention,
if not a two-page spread with photos. Now, right
under your dumb noses, on any given night,
whether it’s at the Church of the Friendly Ghost,
Ceremony Hall, Ballet Austin (or any of the few alter-
native venues left in the city that the economy has-
n’t managed to kill yet), 200 people might line up to
see a world-class sax player from Germany do a solo
set, or listen to a visiting Japanese musician playing
electronic music that changes the very fabric of
space and time. And, to be fair, you usually give
some touring and local acts the polite nod and wink,
but you never make like you enjoy it, understand it,
or find it the least bit interesting. But, let some white
girl with an acoustic guitar play Flipnotics to 20 peo-
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ple and your crack team of reporters is all over it like
stink in a boot. Emo’s was packed to the rafters, by
the way, without your help, with lovers of experimen-
tal mayhem from all parts of our fair country, not just
the same 50 local people. So job well done, Chronicle!
Go on back to sleep and dream of the next Jerry Jeff
reunion, I guess the Austin experimental scene does-
n’t really need you anyway. But it would be nice to
share this adventure together.

Rick Reed

Follow Our Lead

Dear Chronicle,

As much as it pains me to write a letter critical of so
faithfully a liberal publication as yourself, I cannot help
but take issue with your disappointing attempt at “cover-
age” of the protests in Austin, which took place on Now.
3, the day after Bush’s (s)election part II [News, Nov. 12].

It was not 60 but at least six times that number that
gathered in front of the Capitol on this day, in order to
make visible their opposition to Bush and his agenda.

Demonstrating a far greater sense of civic duty and
proactivity than a lone individual holding an ominous
“Dark Days” placard, more than 300 people took
Congress Avenue (Austin American-Statesman, Nov. 4)
in direct defiance of an intimidating police presence —
not to mention a media-seduced culture — which
seemed all-too-eager to ensure that “business as usual”
continue uninterrupted no matter what the cost.

Of course, it should have been 300,000, rather
than a mere 300, who took Congress that evening —
that is, had all of those who felt rage in their hearts
been clearly aware of the “avenue” of expression
available to them. But that is the work for us to do.
All we ask of you, the Chronicle, is that you be out in
the streets with us long enough to get a full ac-count
of the events that transpire — now, in the next four
years, and beyond.

Aaron J. Lozier

[News Editor Michael King responds: At the time
Chronicle photographer Jana Birchum took the photo-
graph, there were about 60 protesters present; subsequent-
ly the crowd grew, but according to others present, Aaron
Logzier’s estimate is generous.}

Against Toll Roads
Dear Editor,
My husband and I are against the establishment of
any toll roads in Travis County.
Sincerely yours,
Cheryl and John Ferguson

Liberals Are Moral
Dear Editor,

After reading this last set of “Postmarks” [Nov. 12],
I have had enough. Being liberal does not exclude you
from having morals. I should know, I'm a liberal and I
have them! I find the attack on “liberal morals” to be
unnecessary and unjustified. I don’t hate conserva-
tives. I disagree with their political stance and because
I do, should I be personally vilified?

This election was won on “moral values™? It seems
to me that our entire country has skewed morals. With
everything awful that is going on in the world, are
America’s enemies really two people who love each
other, wanting rights to visit each other in the hospital,
file joint tax returns, and retain property gained togeth-
er? (Wasn't interracial marriage a threat to the fabric of
the family once?) Why is it OK to reduce emissions
control standards in the name of the economy when
the taxpayers are the ones who are getting sick from it?
Any money saved here isn’t going to their heath insur-
ance. The “Boycott Planned Parenthood movement” -
yes, they provide access to abortion — however, they also
save women'’s lives through affordable services to detect
and treat cervical cancer and STDs, information on and
access to contraception, and information on how to
have a healthy pregnancy and a healthy baby. Abortion
is a symptom of a bigger problem. I would like to see
abortion stop, but it isn’t going anywhere until we edu-
cate our children about prevention of unwanted preg-
nancies in the first place! So, love is worse than hate,
saving the planet is worse than putting out the money
for enhancing technology (we've put a man on the
moon, but we can’t get an affordable electric car?), and
condemning Planned Parenthood is better than telling
teenagers about contraception?

continued on p.14
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If this radical religious movement wants to contin-
ue, I suggest re-reading your Bibles. The same books
used to condemn homosexuality require animal sacri-
fice for pretty much everything, say having ferrets
makes you “unclean” (I'm screwed), dead bodies are
“unclean” (sorry funeral homes, hospitals), cursing
your parents is punishable by death (sorry teens), and
other things that I doubt anyone would agree to today.

I think that my morals (love, care, respect, and
honesty for/toward my fellow human beings and
stewardship for the planet) are consistent with
Christian values. What changed?

Zephyr Luckenbach

War by the Numbers
Dear Editor,

I'd like to add some items to Martin Wagner’s
checklist for Austin Chronicle readers that also meas-
ure the impact the next four years will have on the
Iraqi population [“Postmarks,” Nov. 5].

Number of Iraqis killed tops 50,000

Number of Iraqis killed tops 75,000

Number of Iraqis killed tops 100,000

Oh, wait ...
Sharon Hernandez

Well-Put Despair
Dear Editor,
Thank you for putting the despair I was feeling into
such well-chosen words [“Page Two,” Nov. 5].
Mary Franklin

Time for a ‘Culture Wars’ Truce
Dear Editor,

Although I sometimes find myself in agreement with
Bill Maher, his comments in last week’s Chronicle high-
light something that 1 think is truly disappointing
about the state of tolerance in our current political cli-
mate [“The Bad American,” Arts, Nov. 12]. Maher
points out that the main obstacle to our country’s
intellectual enlightenment is our national inclination
toward religion, which he claims is a product of
America being “young” and “dumb.” I find this analy-
sis to be both incredibly egotistical and prejudicial, but
I'll give him the benefit of the doubt that he was speak-
ing out of frustration over the presidential election.

What is most important to note here is the intol-
erance and bigotry that Maher’s comments betray,
a narrow-mindedness that is equally present on
both sides of the, for lack of a better word, “culture
war.” Does the fierce antagonism between the reli-
gious right and the secular left wing really boil
down to each side fearing the other’s evil plot to
make decisions based on their own personal
beliefs? Perhaps each faction thinks that the other

will disappear once they have been properly con-
demned. Having an outspoken intellectual class, as
we do, poses no clear threat to religion that I can
see. Likewise, it’s hard for me to comprehend exact-
ly how having a practicing religious population
stands in the way of intellectual progress. The true
problem, in fact, lies in the government’s
unchecked power to prohibit any form of progress
it chooses, a tool that will be monopolized by
whichever faction is at the helm in Washington.
The question that I find truly disturbing here is:
Will either side of the “culture war” stop campaign-
ing in their own self-interest long enough to realize
that they’re destroying our civil liberties?
Josh Loposer

Making Much out of Nothing
Dear Editor,

Much is made every election year about the cultural
divide between Democratic voters and Republican vot-
ers. It may be true that there’s a cultural divide, but the
Republicans do everything they can to exacerbate it.
Making much out of trivia is one of their favorite tools,
and of course the media laps this sort of stuff right up.

It’s hard to know which supposed symbol of the
cultural divide is the silliest. Latte vs. regular brew is
certainly in the running.

My favorite, though, is the notion that Swiss
cheese is a sign of elitism. I eat a lot of Swiss cheese,
and I never knew I was one of the elite before, so as
you can imagine I'm feeling pretty good about myself
right now. I get my Swiss cheese at a gourmet food
store called HEB. It’s made by a specialty foods com-
pany known as Kraft.

Margie Hammet
Dripping Springs

Bush’s Revenge Tactics
Dear Editor,

We did survive and are still surviving trickle-down
economics brought to us by self-serving legislators
and administrative cronyism.

Porter Goss forgot to take a public-relations course
along with Cheney and Rumsfeld. The CIA is going to
be torn apart by Bush revenge tactics for his own pre-
9/11 bloopers.

Clyde L. Harris
Hillsboro

I'm Leaving the Country
Dear Editor,

The letters columns are filled with anguished
Democrats vowing to fight on. They are free to carry on
this rear-guard action, but I've found a great personal
release from these anxieties. I'm leaving the country.

Conscious Americans must realize that they are cit-
izens of an aggressive empire in decline. All previous

empires have fallen. One remains. Kerry would have
prolonged the decline. Bush will hasten it.

The USA is militarily strong, economically weaken-
ing, and already politically weak due to its shattered
credibility. Its only allies are bought or coerced.
World public opinion is united as never before in
opposition. Latin America is moving steadily out of
U.S. control. The USA only gets grudging cooperation
because it has the world’s largest economy, in which
the whole world’s capitalist class is financially
involved. But try to name any country that would
make a significant military contribution to a U.S.-led
coalition attacking Iran. In addition to lacking allies,
the U.S. military is already overextended with no
change in sight short of a draft, which would trigger
massive resistance. A deeply divided U.S. electorate
further weakens Bush’s position.

Besides white racism, Americans voted for Bush
because they are, on a very basic level, aware of their
privileged status in the world and want a tough guy to
help them keep it. Those beliefs will ultimately lead to
an insoluble crisis, and Republicans, Democrats,
Greens, et al, will go down on the same ship.

Bon voyage,
David Hamilton

Where Is Kerry’s Leadership

Now?
Dear Chronicle reader,

I do not know about you, but with all the allega-
tions of voter discrepancies and fraud, I am com-
pletely mystified (and not a little angry) as to why
Sen. Kerry has not withdrawn his concession or at the
very least made some comment on the issue. Why is
he so silent?

We need someone to fight for our rights, and
strategically he is in a prime position to be our leader
in this battle. And as much as this peace-loving per-
son hates to admit it, we are in a battle here.

What is he waiting for? George W. and the
Republican Party to hand him the leadership of the
country? It ain’t gonna happen. Sen. Kerry should
know he does not have to have the title of president
to lead. So he needs to lead ... now.

I am an outraged voter in Austin where my vote
was cast on an electronic machine with no assurance
to its being cast or counted properly. I implore Sen.
Kerry to stand up for me and others like me, as we
stand up for ourselves. Together we must fight for the
most basic tenet of democracy — a fair election.

With urgent sincerity,
Alison Schmidt-Romano

Captain Boycott’s Thoughts
Dear Editor,

KVUE-TV decided to celebrate Veteran’s Day by not
showing Saving Private Ryan. The stated reason was
fear that youngsters would hear language on TV that

they typically hear on the schoolbus. Or maybe
they’d see images that might lead them to believe that
maybe war isn’t such a good idea. I'm unsure which;
I couldn’t hear, as I was screaming obscenities and
throwing things at the TV.

Let me see if I have this right; you're concerned
about what they might see on TV, but not concerned
where the parents are. Who is watching these children?

I'm sorry, now I'm being foolish. You’re worried
about being fined by the FCC, and nothing else.

Don’t worry about offending me again, I won’t be
watching.

Rob “Captain Boycott” McCarty

Celebrating Liberalism’s Demise
Dear Editor,

I voted for Kerry because 1 wanted to punish
Bush for leading us into a war I believe we proper-
ly entered but then arrogantly disregarding the gen-
erals and state department who warned of the need
for a plan for the peace, because Rumsfeld and his
fellow neocons set in motion practices that dishon-
ored the nation in regard to prisoners — then
shoved the blame down upon the privates and ser-
geants. Bush coddles the rich and powerful then
renames the processes, is a deceitful violator of the
land and environment, and he betrays the very fab-
ric of conservatism with irresponsible spending.

I believe history will paint him as a very bad president.

And vyet, I find myself delighted with the outcome
because it is clear that the “silent majority” living in
“flyover country” have found their voice. Though 1
despise Christian fundamentalism, I abhor the elitist
disdain expressed by the liberal media, by
Hollywood, and by the academic intelligentsia of
those core values quietly held in Middle America.

I found myself looking at yesterday’s map and real-
izing that no better graphic of the above can be found
than that of the coloring of California, then the upper
East Coast, in the loser’s blue, and the victorious red
splashed over the nation’s heartland. The liberal cant
never “played in Peoria,” but this time, thanks to
Rove and Bush, that “base” came out and overcame a
record turnout by liberal Democrats.

The exit polls got it for us: Bush won despite wide-
spread disagreement with him on vitally important
issues because the majority of Americans subscribed
to his values and marked Kerry an elitist liberal whose
time has passed from the scene.

The liberal Democrats picked a pretty good guy in
Kerry. But it was not his inept campaigning, nor even
the Swift Boat Veterans that did him in. It was the
ineradicable taint of elitist liberalism that an expand-
ed and energized electorate could not stomach.

1 happily celebrate this and hope that the demise
of arrogant liberal elitism is long-lasting, if not final.

My hope is that Bush is wise enough to fire
Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz, Ashcroft, and their ilk and gov-
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ern as a responsible conservative, not as the unapolo-
getically infallible neocon he manifested himself as
during his first term. I doubt it though.
In any case, I'm delighted with the outcome. It’s
long overdue.
Respectfully,
Richard Stovall

Morals Over Money
Dear Editor,

The postmortem theme of the 2004 election seems
to be “It’s Moral Values, Stupid!”

The exit polls that showed 22% of the voters putting
“moral values” ahead of the economy or the war as the
most important issue for how they voted is confound-
ing pundits, but my conversations with people indicate
that this concern is not about abortion or gay marriage
or even legislation or court decisions, so much as it is
about asking political leaders to use the bully pulpits
of their offices to help counteract the corrupting influ-
ence of modern culture on our youth. This includes
setting an example of moral rectitude, but also
includes doing what’s right even when it’s unpopular
with some constituency groups.

During the campaign there was a blatant appeal (by
Democrats) to “Vote your pocketbook!” in just those
words, as though that was a good thing and not some-
thing sordid.

In my 1974 campaign for U.S. representative I said:
“Political corruption begins with every voter who
votes his pocketbook instead of for what’s good for
the country. There is little difference between the sell-
ing of his vote by an elected official and the selling of
his vote by a voter, to whatever candidate promises
him some benefit.”

I submit that those who answer “moral values” are
rejecting those pocketbook appeals on principle.

Jon Roland

continued on p.16
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The Trough of Truth
Dear Editor,

So, it seems that this past presidential election
really brought out the need for people to express
their vote in the form of “moral values.” And since
the Republican Party is the clear winner, in not only
votes but obviously moral integrity and righteous-
ness, let us revel in the basking glow of Alan Keyes.
Not only did he not call, with courteous congratula-
tions, Barak Obama after having his ass handed to
him, but he publicly blamed everyone else, including
the RNC, for his miserable defeat.

So let’s recap: Republican Jack Ryan has sex alle-
gations brought against him, so he drops out of a
senate race (see rampant sexual transgression of
Republican Party members that never gets publi-
cized). The RNC puts up an African-American, Alan
Keyes, to replace him (see any other African-
American for a real definition of an African-
American). Alan Keyes quickly moves to Illinois to
gain residency (see attacks on Hillary Clinton), runs
on religious fanaticism (see attacks on everybody less
holy than he), and loses in a landslide (see previous
attacks). Alan Keyes believes the opposition stands
“for a culture evil enough to destroy the very soul
and heart of my country” and that Obama’s views are
“wicked.”

If only the trough of truth wasn’t deemed an unac-
ceptable form of moral cleansing, then perhaps Alan
Keyes and the moral values of the Republican Party
could have won in Illinois and taken the White
House by a few more percentage points.

Chris Staefe

Kerry’s Reputation Saved
Dear Editor,

John Kerry should thank George Bush for having
saved his historical reputation. As it is, Kerry will go
down as a presidential wannabe who opposed the

war in Vietnam, served a long time in the Senate, and
married well. Had he been elected, it seems unlikely
he would have successfully dealt with global warm-
ing, energy scarcity, record government deficits,
record trade deficits, entitlements for the elderly, and
of course, the Iraq war.

Philip Russell

Democracy Gets What It Deserves
Dear Editor,

They aren’t conservative, Republican, constitu-
tionalists, or anything really. So why do they win elec-
tions by these claims? Because they are the boot-
blacks of every corporate lobbyist within the monar-
chy. Congratulations, America. It has been said that
a democracy will get what it deserves.

Peace out,
Todd Alan Smith

Time to Wake Up
Dear Editor,

There is an eligible voting population of more than
200 million for the U.S. A little more than 113 mil-
lion ballots were cast. We all know it was pretty
much a 50/50 tie: 58 million vs. 55 million of the
popular vote. What does it mean? It means that we
just missed it. It means that there were about 87 mil-
lion available votes out there. Eighty-seven million
apathetic people who had a chance to make a differ-
ence and didn’t. It also means that we have a nation
that is divided. About 50% are not represented by
our “leader.” These 50% never asked for an extremist
figurehead who would ban gay marriages, send jobs
overseas, overturn Roe v. Wade, or kill more of our cit-
izens in a costly, unnecessary war. There are only a
few of these polarizing issues, but they are enough to
impact our quality of life.

It is sad to me that we are all being dragged into a
world that is not our own, and that we won’t have a
leader that more fairly represents a majority of the
American population. What will be the state of our
country four years from now when Bush is heading
back to his ranch? Will we be as divided as we are
today? When will we elect a leader that unifies the

country? When will that ignorant half of our country
wake up to the fact that our “leader” is not a patriot
and that he represents Middle Eastern oil interests
and companies with no loyalty to the American citi-
zens? | hope soon.

Mike Miller

A Texan in Sooner Country
Dear Editor,

I would like to share one of those life moments
that everyone in Austin will appreciate. We have lived
in Austin for the last 30 years. Our special son, Wade,
was born and raised in Austin and is one of the true
die-hard Longhorn fans. We recently moved to
Oklahoma City, in pursuit of employment, and
found ourselves in the heart of Sooner country. Just
three days before the UT vs. OU game we went to the
Allman Brothers concert in Oklahoma City. There
were thousands of Sooner fanatics there. The host
person came out and immediately started trashing
Texas. The OU cheerleading squad was introduced,
and the national anthem was played. The cheerlead-
ers put on a lively school cheer, and then there was a
pause of silence at the end of the cheer. My son
couldn’t help himself ... “Hook ’em Horns!” There
were thousands of open mouths staring at us in sheer
disbelief. At that moment you say, “That’s my boy.”
You would have had to be there to feel the power of
the moment.

Love ya Austin,
Ray Magill
Oklahoma City, Okla.

What’s So Funny About ...
Dear Editor,

Ah, Mr  Brandt, you sound wounded
[“Postmarks,” Nov. 12]. It is always fun to hear peo-
ple who live outside of my city stomp and roar about
our behavior. And, boy, the tone of your letter does
not sound as though you are wanting to heal the rift
that your buddy in Washington has caused.
Something tells me I still won’t be allowed to attend
rallies at which your president speaks. I also have the
feeling that my fears and concerns about my coun-

try’s role in the world, the national economy, and the
environment won't mean a whole lot to your presi-
dent either. But, you know what, Mr. Brandt? The
“nuisance,” as you call us, has learned something
very valuable — we have learned how to gather, at ral-
lies, in the street, at bake sales, online, at meetings in
our homes. We have learned that there is strength in
numbers, that we can have a voice. We have learned
that apathy creates monsters that destroy what
Americans truly want to stand for. And we continue
to learn ways to banish those monsters. And we will,
Mr. Brandt, we will.
There’s not a damned thing wrong with peace,
love, and understanding.
Pamela McAlpin

POSTMARKS
ONLINE

austinchronicle.com/postmarks
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NAKED
CITY

( edited by Mike Clark-Madison >

Headlines

Quote of the Week: “We're not here to say we wish the Confederacy existed right
now. We're reconciled with the way things are.” — Sons of Confederate Veterans mem-
ber Kevin Miller. The group this week petitioned UT to not relocate statues of
Confederate heroes from the campus’ South Mall; see p.24.

As the Bushies drop like flies, the City Council candidates gather like ants; as of this
writing, Lee Leffingwell, Margot Clarke, Mandy Dealey, Jeff Trigger, Gregg Knaupe,
Jennifer Kim, and Steven Adams are all in the running for the empty seats of Daryl
Slusher and Jackie Goodman, six months from now. See “Austin @ Large,” at right.

The new City Hall faces will, of course, have a new City Hall to be faces in; the long-
awaited structure’s grand opening is this weekend. See p.32.

As growth battles rage on in the Hill Country, a first draft of a collaborative regional
water quality plan is now public; see p.22.

For now, at least, the U.S. Supreme Court is still appalled by Texas justice, overturning
yet another death penalty verdict. See p.26.

Austin Stories

Naked City hears that some time very soon, like today or tomorrow, the 20-page-or-so
executive summary of the Mueller master development agreement between the
city and Catellus Development will be exposed to public scrutiny on the city Web site
(www.cityofaustin.org). This précis of “frequently asked questions” about the long-in-the-
making deal to reinvent the old airport will pave the way for consideration of the full
MDA — which may top 1,000 pages — by community, commissions, and City Council in
the coming weeks. Stay tuned. - M.C.M.

The Save Our Springs Alliance is in court this week arguing against the Lazy 9 Muni-
cipal Utility District in western Travis Co. The MUD was created in the 2003 legisla-
tive session to help facilitate the development of a large swath of Hill Country property
along Texas 71 West, in the Bee Creek watershed. The planned subdivision is one of
several development projects slated to take shape in pristine rural areas west of
Austin. The trial started Monday in Travis Co. district court and is expected to last most
of the week. — Amy Smith

On today’s (Thursday) City Council agenda is an item to possibly award a contract to
manage a city-owned landfill on FM 812 near Onion Creek to IESI Corp., a move
supported by city staff but opposed by Texas Campaign for the Environment, a group
that has been very active on landfill issues. TCE charges that IESI has a poor record on
landfill management, while IESI says it gets good marks from the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. Last week, the city’s Solid Waste Advisory Commission advised
against awarding the contract. According to online political newsletter In Fact Daily,
SWAC commissioner Rosemary Wyman said, “There’s no question in my mind that
Solid Waste Services knows more about that landfill than anybody else. So if Solid
Waste Services can’'t make that landfill operate in an economically feasible fashion
and in an environmental fashion, why would we want to outsource this problem to
someone else? If we can’t solve it, then maybe we should close the landfill.”

— Lee Nichols

continued on p.21
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Austin unveiled its new City Hall this week, and the official grand opening party
is this Saturday. For more on the city government’s new digs, see p.32.
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WaicH WAY Dip WE GO?

LOOKING FOR THE STARTING LINE AS THE COUNCIL RACES BEGIN

Indulge me for a bit while I gently tease my old
friend Daryl Slusher. Last week, when — as part of
the kickoff of the next council election cycle —
Slusher made official that he would not seek a
fourth term in May 2005, he issued a statement
that dealt with the business at hand (he’s not
running, thank you one and all, it’s been great) in
a few paragraphs, leading up to a “short review”
of the highlights of his tenure. Thereupon follow
1,570 words of the Gospel According to Daryl, a
master narrative of Austin history over the last
decade, as seen from Slusher’s end of the dais. If
it’s a bit too long to be engraved on his tomb-
stone, it’s certainly apt fodder
for a time capsule — perhaps
to be embedded inside the
“stinger” of the new City Hall.

Lest 1 give the wrong
impression, Slusher does not
cast himself as the indispensa-
ble hero of this grand adven-
ture, and he’s certainly as

AUSTIN
qualified to narrate this chap- AT TARGF
ter of the Austin story as any-

one. But such distinctions were muted in the
response elsewhere in local media, which treated
Slusher’s far-from-a-surprise announcement as a
major news story, replete with End-of-an-Era
phrasings. I must have missed the same treat-
ment when it was given to Jackie Goodman,
who’s made publicly clear for months if not years
that she’s not running again, and who has been
more crucial (and for longer) than Slusher in cre-
ating what are now Austin’s mainstream politics
and their attendant city policies. Perhaps the
mayor pro tem needs to issue a Manifesto.

The Wheels Are Grinding

I'm not blaming Slusher here, and I'm plenty
guilty of trying too hard, more than once, to turn

the run-of-the-mill gear-grinding of municipal pol-
itics into the stuff of epic. (They call news stories
“stories” for a reason, folks.) But my querulous
nature leads me to contemplate whether bullshit
should be called. End of what era? What has real-
ly changed? For whom? Why? And so what?

I'm not so glib or dense to argue that Austin
isn’t a much different place today than it was in
the mid-1990s when Slusher and Goodman first
entered local electoral politics, since I've spent the
last decade anatomizing those changes in these
pages. But those changes have as much to do with
economics and demographics as they do with pol-

IF WE REALLY TOOK THIS
END-OF-AN-ERA STUFF
SERIOUSLY, WE'D SPEND
THE NEXT SIX MONTHS
TALKING ABOUT A VERY
DIFFERENT SET OF ISSUES.

icy and politics. Neither Goodman nor Slusher
(certainly not Slusher) is mute; they can tell their
own stories and declare their own legacies howev-
er they want. But we, the electorate, now have to
best decide not just who, and what, and how, but
even if we want to fill their shoes. And that game,
as noted above, has already begun.

And begun pretty damn early, or should I say
begun in public view earlier than normal. The
most salient effect of Austin’s austere campaign-
finance ordinance is that it now takes a year, or
more, to run for City Council. The candidates for
Slusher and Goodman’s still-warm seats — Lee
Leffingwell, Mandy Dealey, Jeff Trigger, Margot
Clarke, Jennifer Kim, Greg Knaupe, Steven Adams,

continued on p.20
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APD’s White Takes ‘Bad Blood’ Back to Gourt

At press time, attorneys for the city and for
Austin Police Department Detective Jeff
White were headed into court for a hearing to
determine the next (plodding) steps in White’s
2002 whistle-blower lawsuit against the city.
At immediate issue is whether the city’s out-
side legal counsel — or anyone else in his firm
— should be allowed to continue defending the
city in the matter and whether the city will be
required to release to White the contents of
an investigation into whether former APD
Assistant Chief Jimmy Chapman committed
perjury during a 2003 deposition.

White filed suit against the city in May 2002,
alleging that Chapman transferred him from his
plum assignment in organized crime and nar-
cotics, and blocked his assignment to a joint
federal task force, in retaliation for White's
alleging (as had other officers) that Chapman
may have interfered with the mid-Nineties drug
trafficking investigation code-named Mala
Sangre (Bad Blood). White’s suit is at least
the third whistle-blower action filed in connec-
tion with the defunct investigation. The other
suits, brought in 1997 by the original Mala
Sangre investigators, alleged that they were
taken off the investigation once they began
pursuing charges that certain APD officers may
have been involved in criminal activities and in
aiding the drug traffickers targeted by Mala
Sangre. (For more, see “Bad Blood,” Feb. 15,
2001.) In his pleadings, White argues that his
predecessors were reassigned in an attempt to
thwart Mala Sangre and that his assignment to
the operation was a “setup for failure.”

The court rejected the city’s initial request
for dismissal, and the parties spent most of
last year in depositions that did little to sup-
port the city’s contention that the whole mess
is much ado about nada. In fact, the deposi-
tions uncovered more nastiness and additional
allegations of oppression, retaliation, and
other various and nefarious activities; in June,
Travis Co. District Judge Paul Davis denied
the city’s request to have the case tossed,
opining that there was now enough evidence
to warrant a trial.

<419 NEWS x

On Nov. 17, White and his attorney Don
Feare were back in court, seeking to have
Lowell Denton — the San Antonio attorney
who has represented the city throughout all the
Mala Sangre madness — disqualified along with
the rest of his firm. White says that he report-
ed Chapman’s alleged criminal activities three
separate times — once to APD’s Internal Affairs
division, once to a local FBI agent, and once to
Denton himself, when the lawyer was interview-
ing him in connection with a previous Mala
Sangre-related whistle-blower suit. Feare says
that since Denton was privy to White’s con-
cerns about Chapman’s conduct, the city’s
lawyer has become a witness. Since at least
two other lawyers from Denton’s firm have also
worked on the suit, Feare argues, the whole
firm has been compromised. “Testimony by
Denton and firm will certainly be adverse to the
position of [the city]. Leaving other members of
the firm representing the [city] would create a
situation whereby those attorneys would be
impeachment witnesses while representing the
[city]; the same situation as with Denton,”
argues Feare in his pleadings. “No matter
which attorneys from ... Denton’s firm testified,
one or the other would end up arguing the
other attorney’s credibility to the jury.”

Additionally, Feare wants the court to provide
the contents of an investigation into whether
Chapman committed perjury in his deposition
last year. More than one witness alleged that
Chapman had once attempted to have phone
records removed from an Internal Affairs file
(unrelated to White’s case) by threatening
retaliation against two IA detectives. Under
oath, Chapman denied the allegation, sparking
an independent APD investigation for which
APD Chief Stan Knee hired an outside investi-
gator, James McLaughlin, to determine
whether Chapman may have violated any
departmental policies (pointedly skirting any
potential criminal violations) by offering per-
jured testimony. Several months and $30,000
later, McLaughlin determined that the investi-
gation was “inconclusive”; Chapman retired the
following day. The city released a “summary” of

that investigation, but because Chapman was-
n’t found to have violated any APD administra-
tive policies, McLaughlin’s complete report was
deemed exempt from public disclosure under
state civil service laws — even to White, who
argues that the report is part of the discovery
materials in his case. Feare argues that by
releasing a summary of the report to the
media, the city waived its right to confidentiali-
ty. (The Chronicle used the same argument in
an August open-records request seeking disclo-
sure of the entire report, but the AG agreed
with the city and rejected our request.)
According to Denton, White’s quest for the
full McLaughlin report is nothing more than a
“fishing expedition” for irrelevant allegations of
wrongdoing against Chapman. Feare disagrees,
writing that White “is not asking to drain the
lake in order to find a fish.” Chapman’s ques-

tionable testimony and the resulting investiga-
tion, Feare argues, were “undertaken as a
result of testimony in [White’s] case,” and he
believes the report may contain evidence that
Chapman used his “position to intimidate,
coerce and threaten retaliation against a lower
level employee,” and may impact Chapman’s
credibility and show that he “engages in crimi-
nal activity (perjury) to conceal other unlawful
acts.” Whether Chapman was disciplined or
not, McLaughlin’'s summary suggests that
Chapman was involved in some sort of unto-
ward, if not illegal, activity. “[T]lhe statement by
McLaughlin in his summary that he could not
determine whether Chapman did or did not vio-
late policy,” argues Feare, “constitutes an
admission that he was presented with some
evidence thereof.”

— Jordan Smith

NEws

and others — have already been working the
crowds, and in the process working one
another to perhaps narrow the field, at least
for either Place 1 or Place 3. (Meanwhile,
Betty Dunkerley appears to have an unob-
structed path to re-election, with only the
redoubtable Jennifer Gale declaring an inter-
est in the Place 4 race.)

Since 1997, when the campaign-finance
rules were first passed, their prescribed
magic date (six months out) when candi-
dates can designate treasurers and start rais-
ing funds for City Council races has usually
passed without this much notice. Then
again, not often before, perhaps never
before, has it been this clear, this early, that
a seat (let alone two) on the City Council is
about to be unfilled. When those seats
belong to the two most tenured council
members, and when those two trace their
lineage back to more or less the same green
field, it’s inevitable that the next cycle will
be defined as a Crossroads.

Our aspiring new best friends will be
judged on their similarities, or lack of same,
to Slusher and Goodman, and thus as either

PART OF THE SLUSHER AND GOODMAN LEGACY
IS THAT THEY ARE NOT ONLY GREENS, LIKE
MOST EVERYONE ELSE WITH POWER IN
LOCAL POLITICS, BUT POPULISTS, WHICH
IS A MORE UNIQUE DISTINCTION.

heirs to or dismantlers of the Green
Machine. And depending on who wins,
come May we will really see the “end of an
era,” or some such overheated statement of
epochal significance. Whew! That’s hard
work! No wonder the council contenders
need to start early.

A Modest Proposal

Now, I fear that old habits die hard, and
we will end up in the spring with the candi-
dates nicely sorted into pro-environment
and pro-business camps, each fed and sup-
ported by the usual camp followers, and we
can all take a long nap. And people wonder
why voter interest in City Council races is so

desultory. Because they’re boring! Because
we’ve been pretending for a decade that the
issues of a decade ago are still the ones that
engage the hearts and minds of the citizens.
What are we, Democrats? (Well, yes.)

I suspect that, if we really took this end-
of-an-era stuff seriously, and thus started
this election cycle with a completely blank
slate, we would spend the next six months
talking very little about the environment or
real estate. Just a hunch. Or, for that matter,
transportation (which, it should be clear by
now, is mostly out of the City Council’s
hands) or taxation, or even the size and
weight of our police force. We would instead
debate “quality of life” issues, like the

potential new, toughened-up homeless laws,
or the smoking ordinance that will probably
be on the same May ballot. We’d spend a lot
of time drilling down into the details of the
city’s supposed embrace of small business
and “cultural vitality.” And we’d pay close
attention to the gaps in Austin’s social and
community services.

These threads would, indeed, correspond
to the Slusher and Goodman legacy — both
are not only greens, like most everyone else
with power in local politics, but populists,
which is a more unique distinction, a for-
merly omnipresent but now fast-fading per-
suasion within our mainstream progressive
movement. I'd like to see, to put it most
bluntly, class (okay, “social equity” or “qual-
ity of life”) become a dominant theme in the
next election cycle; have we now, officially,
decided that Austin can only be a great place
to live for its established neighbors and peo-
ple with money? It was, after all, as a class
issue that Austin environmentalism finally
broke through the wall between countercul-
ture and mainstream. I hope that’s not the
era that’s now ending. |
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In the local battle between upstart talk show host Jane Pauley and
Oprah, Pauley is officially toast. Just a few days into the November
ratings sweeps period, NBC affiliate KXAN abruptly pulled Pauley’s
new talk show from the 4pm slot and replaced it with a half-hour
newscast and the syndicated show Access Hollywood. “We all had
great hopes that Jane Pauley would be a good addition for 4pm, but
it hasn’t turned out as such,” says KXAN general manager Carlos
Fernandez. It was decided to give the newsroom “first crack” at fight-
ing the Oprah monster, Fernandez says; newsroom staffers weren’t
officially informed about the new newscast until a week before it
went on the air. Pauley’s show was banished to an 11am slot, facing
Dharma and Greg reruns and soap operas for the morning audience
that may remember her fondly from her days on Today. — Kevin Brass

The Women’s Advocacy Project, a statewide nonprofit legal
organization based in Austin, netted more than $65,000 at its annu-
al fundraiser gala Friday, which drew a crowd of politicos and advo-
cates to the Austin Renaissance Hotel. Proceeds go to legal services
for domestic violence victims. The event paid special tribute to
Stewart Gagnon, for his work as chairman of the Texas Supreme
Court’s Protective Order Task Force. “We will make Texas the leader
in stopping domestic violence,” said Susan Zachos, chair of the
Project’s board of directors. “The time is right and the Women'’s
Advocacy Project is exactly the organization to take this on.” - A.S.

A UT committee composed of professors, administrators, and stu-
dents on Tuesday recommended increasing undergraduate tuition
4.75% and adopting a flat-rate tuition policy for all undergraduates
starting next fall. Currently only the Colleges of Natural Sciences and
Liberal Arts have flat-rate policies, which officials say serve as an
incentive to take more hours, and thus to graduate faster and
reduce enroliment. But many complain the policy penalizes students
who have to work to pay their rent (or chip in for the keg). Even with
the 4.75% increase, officials expect to come up about $30 million
short for UT’s projected 2005-06 expenses. Since budgetary short-
falls do not help promote the “disciplined culture of excellence” to
which UT (loudly) aspires, expect some generous “informational
advocacy” — since “lobbying” by a state agency is illegal — for more
state funds down at the Capitol come January. If you fear the pro-
posal will do grave harm to your textbook budget (or keg fund), be
sure to show up at one of the public hearings scheduled Nov. 19
and 30. Details at www.utexas.edu/news/tuition. — Rachel Proctor May

Beyond City Limits

Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhorn announced again that there’s
no dang reason to start school before Labor Day. In fact, she says
early school start dates cost the Texas economy $790 million
each year. She plans to tell the 79th Legjslature to move the first
day of school back into September, and is looking for feedback on
how to shorten the school year without losing instructional days.
Come on, folks, help the lady out: Take her early school start survey
at www.window.state.tx.us/survey/schoolstart. - R.EM.

How do you reward a Weatherford car dealer who raised nearly
$400,000 for the Bush presidential campaign? Why not make him
Texas secretary of state? That was the Capitol buzz over the week-
end, as Gov. Rick Perry somehow let it leak that Roger Williams
of “Roger Williams Chrysler/Dodge/Jeep/Sprinter/Airstream” in
Weatherford, a Bush “Super-Ranger,” was the pick to replace
Geoffrey Connor — before it became official that Connor is stepping
down. There was a flurry of public harrumphing and face-saving, as
Connor said he had told Perry of his intentions a few months ago
and Perry congratulated him for a job well done, and Williams said
he would be “happy to serve.” The 55-year-old Williams played
baseball for TCU and in the Atlanta Braves system; his appoint-
ment’s subject to Senate confirmation. — Michael King

From the Dept. of Mixed Messages: Unlike former Gov. George W.
Bush, who indignantly and condescendingly assured the nation
back in 2000 that the Lone Star State had never executed an
innocent person, 70% of Texans polled last month as part of the
annual Texas Poll believe that the state has executed innocent
people. Nonetheless, 52% of the 1,000 people polled said they
oppose a temporary moratorium; 75% said they support imposing
the death penalty. — Jordan Smith

Attorney General John Ashcroft is on his way out the door, but not
without first uttering a few choice comments that, once again, call
into question his grasp of the law in a democratic society. On Nov.

13, giving a speech to members of the conservative Federalist Society,
Ashcroft said he finds “profoundly disturbing” recent judicial rulings that
challenge the Bush team’s anti-terrorism strategies. Last week a feder-
al judge halted the tribunal of Salim Ahmed Hamdan — reportedly
Osama bin Laden’s former driver — by questioning the White House’s
efforts to deny POW status to detainees at Guantanamo. Such judicial
challenges to the president’s powers during “wartime” are both “dan-
gerous and constitutionally questionable,” Herr Ashcroft said. And since
the “war on terrorism” is permanent, it's about time those judges get
the message that such niceties as due process and presumption of
innocence are relics of a “quainter” time — to use the words of Ashcroft’s
successor-in-waiting, White House counsel Alberto Gonzales. -J.S.

More fun with election numbers, this time on a statewide level: Total
Texas turnout in the presidential election was 56.4% of registered vot-
ers. The turnout extremes were both in sparsely populated West Texas
counties — Borden (near Lubbock) got 78.9% of its voters to the polls
(and Bush won 303-55), but Swisher (location of the infamous Tulia
drug raids) only saw 28.3% turnout (with Bush winning 916-407). Best
turnout in the state’s urban counties came in Collin (Plano and envi-
rons) with 65.8%, which not surprisingly went overwhelmingly for Bush;
worst was in Cameron (Brownsville, Harlingen, etc), which saw only
42.4% turnout (and went solidly for Kerry). While the Dallas suburbs
love Bush, Dallas Co. itself, once a Republican stronghold, almost went
for Kerry (he took 49%) thanks to changing demographics. Expect
Dallas to be colored blue in 2008, if not sooner. - L.N.

Happenings

Saturday, Nov. 20, is the second annual Austin Unchained Day, an
event sponsored by the Austin Independent Business Alliance, which
urges you to do all your shopping that day only at locally owned inde-
pendent retailers. Such an effort, says AIBA, will pump an extra $14
million into the local economy just in one day. Following Austin’s lead,
Unchained Day has become a national event, sponsored by the
American Business Alliance, and will be observed Saturday in locales
including Phoenix, Albuquerque, Tampa, and Colorado Springs. More
info at www.shopaustin.org.

On Nov. 19-20, La Pena Gallery (227 Congress) will present Women
and Fair Trade, offering a wide range of products and speakers; par-
ticipants include women who have organized cooperatives to replace
income lost through unemployment in their countries. Friday, 2-8pm;
Saturday, 11am-8pm.

Also that weekend, the third annual International Holiday Market
at Parker Lane United Methodist Church, 2105 Parker Ln., will present
Fair Trade Handicrafts from Artisans Around the World, a project of
Austin Area Interreligious Ministries. Friday, 10am-7pm; Saturday,
9am-4pm. For more info call 442-0996; to volunteer call 301-5851.

Transgendered victims of violence will be remembered in a candlelight
vigil at 6:30pm Saturday in Republic Square Park, 422 Guadalupe. The
event is part of the internationally coordinated Sixth Annual Trans-
gender Day of Remembrance, which will take place in more than
90 cities worldwide. This will be the third year for Austin’s participation.
At least 11 transgendered individuals have been murdered this year in
the U.S. and its territories, according to the Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby
of Texas, one of several co-sponsors of the event. For more info, go to
www.gender.org/remember/day/index.html.

Austin Area Interreligious Ministries’ 20th Annual Citywide
Interreligious Thanksgiving Service will be held Sunday, Nov. 21,
3:30pm at Riverbend Church, 4214 Capital of TX Hwy. N. AAIM
expects 2,300 people for “an opportunity for people from many faith
communities to unite and express thanks through their unique religious
traditions.” The program includes calls to worship by Bahai, Buddhist,
Christian, Eastern Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, Native American, and Sufi
traditions. Entertainment is provided by Conspirare, the Ntyalaya
School of Dance, the Interfaith Children’s Choir, the Riverbend Chorale,
and children’s performer Joe McDermott. Speakers include Austin
Mayor Will Wynn. For more info, call 386-9145 or visit
www.aaimaustin.org.

School of the Americas Watch-Austin is sponsoring a trip this
weekend, Nov. 19-22, to the annual protest at Fort Benning, Ga. —
longtime home of the School of the Americas (renamed the Western
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation) where training in torture
techniques and “low intensity conflict” has occurred for decades. For
info about the trip visit www.soaw-austin.org/Vigil.html or contact
soaw_austin@yahoo.com or 272-4065.

SALE
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WATER FLOWS
DOWNHILL

It's uncertain what, if any, impact a pro-
posed regional plan will have on curtailing
runaway growth in the Hill Country, but the
first draft of an ambitious set of recommen-
dations for protecting the salt of the earth —
groundwater, in this case — is now available
for public viewing at www.waterqualityplan.org.
The Regional Water Quality Protection
Plan is a multijurisdictional effort involving
elected officials, landowners, environmental-
ists, and neighborhood leaders. The group is
charged with crafting a plan to protect water
in the Barton Springs segment of the
Edwards Aquifer. To accomplish this requires
reining in developers bent on building resi-
dential subdivisions and retail centers in the
rural countryside of southwest Travis and
north Hays counties, where few environmen-
tal regulations currently exist. The Lower
Colorado River Authority says the growth
can’t be stopped, but can be better man-
aged. The LCRA is attempting to secure a
state permit to become the sole water serv-
ice provider for the area. The benefit of this,
LCRA officials say, is that the utility would
only provide service to developers willing to
comply with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
water quality rules. But environmentalists
say FWS rules are too narrow and don’t
address the need for limiting impervious
cover in sensitive areas, as does the city of

The area being considered in the regional water quality plan stretches from South
Austin south to Buda and all the way west into Blanco County; it overlaps both the
recharge and contributing zones of the Barton Springs segment of the Edwards Aquifer.

Austin’s Save Our Springs Ordinance.
The regional plan promotes the use of
alternative water sources apart from the
LCRA, such as rainwater harvesting, water
conservation, and wastewater reuse.
Stakeholders involved in the planning
process offered their initial comments on
the draft plan Wednesday night, after the
Chronicle went to press. Proponents of
regional planning had hoped to have the
report completed before the LCRA board
made a final decision on providing water

service to the Hamilton Pool Road area.
The board is scheduled to vote Dec. 7.
Terry Tull, executive director of the
Regional Water Quality Protection Plan, says
the draft proposal will undergo a series of
reviews and revisions before a final product
is delivered early next year. “It's a watershed
moment when you can create a product like
this in a region where there has been ten-
sion between various parties,” Tull said. “But
this is now coming to fruition with every-
body’s input.” — Amy Smith

ABOUT THAT
FUNKY WATER

More than two weeks into an activated-
carbon treatment program, some city of
Austin water still tastes nasty. If you recall,
it was right around Election Day that the dis-
tinctive flavor of mold and metal appeared,
which means it's about time we consider the
possibility that the city is treating the wrong
problem. After all, how do we know for sure
that it was a blue-green algae bloom that'’s
infected the water? What if it was something
else entirely?

Something like:

1) A great wave of Democratic bile, wash-
ing through the Travis Co. plumbing.

2) After the Election Day coup de grace,
Tom Delay knelt by the shores of Town
Lake to wash the blood from his long and
powerful sword: Smiggelthorth, the District-
Cleaver.

3) We can't tell you, but it has something to
do with trolls.

4) Runoff from all the mud thrown around in
the District 48 state House race.

5) You don't taste anything. If, for some rea-
son, you believe you taste something, you
should immediately call the Department of
Homeland Security and give them your
full name, Social Security number, and
whereabouts during the last 10 years.

6) We have no idea. Now, go buy a city of
Austin rainwater collection barrel. And some
Ozarka.
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7) You know how they put fluoride in the
water to help prevent cavities? It's kind of like
that: just a harmless chemical that helps
prevent gayness.

8) German U-boats. Piloted by gay trolls.

9) Mind-control drugs that prey upon the bodily
fluids of politicians who support toll roads.
10) A sickly, ugly, dirty taste? Honey, this is
nothing compared to what you’ll get once they
start flushing 50 years of social policy.

For its part, the city is not investigating
already seeing lower levels of algae. “I think

we’re on the improvement end of this,” said
Laurie Lentz of the Water Utility Board.

Yeah, that’s the ticket — Mother Nature.

alternate scenarios, and officials insist they're
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She added that the cold weather would proba-
bly help speed the algae’s demise. “We’re just
waiting for Mother Nature to help us out a little.”

— Rachel Proctor May
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Steven von Roeder (I) and Terry Ayers of the Texas Division of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans present their resolution to UT’s Deputy to the President Charles Roeckle.

NOSY3ANY NHOr

CONFEDERACY OF LOVE

Kevin Miller is so 1863. His dun-col-
ored jacket is woven of coarse wool. Its but-
tons are wooden, and its sleeves have a del-
icate puff. As he stood before the grave of
Confederate Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston
in the Texas State Cemetery last week, he
explained that his uniform was exactly what
his great-great grandfather John Rufus
Eddins would have worn while defending his
homeland in the Confederate Army.

And Miller’s dang proud of it: He was one
of about a dozen Sons of Confederate
Veterans who gathered on Veteran’s Day
to oppose a possible shuffling of the statu-
ary on the UT campus — and to correct mis-
information about themselves and their
ancestors. “We’re not attempting to mini-
mize slavery in any way, but we want people
to look into the truth of it,” said Miller.
“There were decent people on both sides.”

Miller removed his hat as the group’s cer-
emony began with a prayer, then listened to
Division Commander Steven von Roeder
read the statement he would subsequently
deliver to UT President Larry Faulkner.
“The Texas Division of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans does oppose any relo-
cation of the statues or memorial by the
University of Texas at Austin unless such
relocations will cause the statues to be fea-
tured more prominently,” von Roeder said.

This summer, as part of a response to a
UT task force on Racial Respect and
Fairness, Faulkner suggested moving stat-
ues of several Confederate leaders off the
heavily trafficked South Mall. In what sure

looks like an attempt to have it both ways,
Faulkner claims the move isn’t about diversi-
ty as much as it is about realizing the origi-
nal intent of the statues’ creator. Never-
theless, diversity of bronze faces on campus
has been a hot topic all year — the university
is planning new statues of Barbara Jordan
and Cesar Chavez — even as coming legisla-
tive battles over the Top 10% admissions
plan threaten to decrease diversity among
the flesh-and-blood faces.

The Sons say they're not opposed to
diversity — in their statement, they “heartily”
endorse it. However, they say it's also
important to honor their ancestors, whom
they consider good people who lived in trag-
ic times. “Those boys were just fighting for
their homes,” said Blayne Parsley, who
with his slouch hat, Play-Doh features, and
manic grin resembles a long-lost, Confeder-
ate ancestor of Steve Buscemi. “And they
did great things when they came home.”

“I really think that the Confederate States
were founded on the principle of brotherly
love, and would have freed the slaves vol-
untarily,” added Miller. “A lot of people in
the South had a real passion for ending
slavery.” He added that “what-ifs” aside,
honoring fallen Confederates does not mean
looking longingly to a less-enlightened past.
“We’re not here to say we wish the
Confederacy existed right now,” he said.
“We’re reconciled with the way things are.”

Parsley looked around with a grin at his
wool-suited brethren. “Well, some of us are
reconciled,” he said. — Rachel Proctor May

Choose Your Dropout Rate

Travis Co. high schools have an attrition
rate of 37%, according to a new report by
the San Antonio-based Intercultural
Development Research Association. In
other words, it's as if only 63 students out
of a freshman class of 100 made it through
their senior year to graduation day. In yet
other words, central Texas has a mad
dropout problem.

That is, if the IDRA is correct in its calcu-
lations. The Texas Education Agency
tells another story, and they back that story
up with their own numbers. Lots of 'em.
The TEA reports that AISD had a dropout
rate of 1.1%, a four-year noncompletion
rate of 8.9%, and a graduation rate of
75.7% for the 2003-03 school year, the
most recent for which statistics are avail-
able. The difference between the “dropout
rate” and the “four-year-noncompletion”
rate is that the former looks at grades 7-
12, while the latter looks at just high
school. And, as sharp-eyed readers may
have ascertained, the 8.9% noncompletion
rate, plus the 75.7% graduation, does not
exactly add up to 100% of AISD’s 78,000
students.

Because TEA reports its data by school
district and IDRA reports by county, the two
counts are impossible to directly compare.
AISD is but one of seven districts in Travis
Co. — excluding charter schools — the others
being Pflugerville, Eanes, Manor, Del Valle,
Lago Vista, and Lake Travis. Still, the differ-
ence between 37% and 8.9% is dramatic
enough to suggest that high school comple-

tion data is being considered under two
very different sets of rules.

Critics see several problems with the TEA
system. First, they say that using grades 7-
12 to come up with its dropout rate artifi-
cially lowers the figure and enables those
who want to minimize the problem to do
s0. But another question is what really hap-
pens to the roughly 15% of students (by
the TEA's count) who don’t graduate on
time but who aren’t classified as dropouts.
The TEA says they either receive their GED
(3.3%) or they “continued high school”
(12.1%), either as a fifth-year senior or by
withdrawing to go to a private, charter, or
other public school.

But Roy Johnson, director of evaluation
research for IDRA, says that’s simply not
the case. Instead, he charges, the TEA uses
a complicated coding system to make
dropouts look like transfers in the data. “If
these students were really withdrawing to
go to other schools, you’'d see an increase
in the number of official transfers,” he said.

But DeEtta Culbertson of the TEA said
it's the IDRA that has the faulty data. “We
stand by our state report,” she said. She
suggested that IDRA look at charter-school
enroliment — which their report does not
include — because that’s where many of the
“continued high school students” went.

But no matter how you slice, pulverize, and
reconstitute the data, it's clear that Texas
public schools, and AISD, have a long way
to go before they can claim they're graduat-
ing all their students. — Rachel Proctor May

Wake Us When It’s Over

If you're like Naked City — and who
isn’'t? — your e-mail has been full of prog
outrage for two weeks, as the initial dev-
astation of the John Kerry defeat has
steadily morphed into the bitter conviction
that the Senatorial Savant from Massa-
chusetts couldn’t have actually lost to the
Crawford Cowboy. So Bush must have
cheated, right?

There were the early exit polls that
predicted an easy Kerry victory — although
polls taken later in the day flattened that
edge, and there are rational explanations
for the early discrepancy. There was a
computer glitch in one Ohio county that
gave several thousand extra votes to
Bush — although the error was caught
and corrected, a fact largely unrecognized
in the Web paranoia. There were the
heavily Democratic Florida Panhandle
counties that voted strongly for Bush — as
the same crackers unsurprisingly had
done in 2000 as well. And there is
reporter Greg Palast’s “Kerry Won” ver-
sion of Ohio and New Mexico, where
structural inequities in the voting system,
a persistent nationwide scandal, make it
likely that thousands of votes were either
discouraged, discarded, or rendered per-
manently “provisional” — although it
would take virtually every single one of
those votes to be both valid and for Kerry
to affect the final total. And so on.

The alternative conclusion, that slightly
more than 50% of our compatriots
endorsed Bush’s wars, repression, and

deceptions, may be hard to bear or even
believe, but if it weren’t true or very nearly
true, we wouldn’t be in the fix we're in.
Nevertheless, while Kerry and the Dems
have rested on making certain that all the
remaining votes are counted, the Green
Party and the Libertarians announced they
would call for a formal recount in Ohio.
Green presidential candidate David Cobb
says the $116,300 necessary for the
recount had been raised, and he and
Libertarian candidate Michael Badnarik
called for Ohio Secretary of State Ken
Blackwell — who had been heavily criti-
cized concerning voting preparations — to
recuse himself from any recount. A
spokesman for Blackwell said that recount
requests would have to be filed with every
Ohio county, and could not take place
before the original count is certified in
early December.

Common Cause of Ohio and the
Alliance for Democracy said they are
joining in the Ohio recount effort. Ohio
attorney Cliff Arnebeck, who represents
both groups, said, “The purpose of the
recount is to verify the honesty of the
process. That is in the interest of anyone
who would be declared the winner.” The
hope is that whatever the final outcome,
the increased scrutiny of the recount will
provide additional pressure for reform of
paperless electronic voting methods, as
well as more equitable and practical sys-
tems to allow everyone to vote easily
and accurately. — Michael King

24 | THEAUSTIN CHRONICLE | NOVEMBER 19,2004




THE BLUE WORLD.
ONE PART SNOW. TWO PARTS LAKE.

THREE PARTS
EXHILARATION.

LAKE TAHOE

Step into the Blue™

PACKAGES STARTING FROM $137* PER NIGHT

The powder is just different in the Blue World. See for yourself
with ski and snowboard packages including two nights
accommodation and a two-day lift ticket good at eight

Lake Tahoe ski resorts. Call 1-888-229-2191 or visit us at

skilaketahoe.com/austin for more information and reservations.

*Two-night minimum stay. Rate is per person, per night, based on double occupancy. Valid Sunday through Thursday,
1/02/05 until 4/15/05, excluding holiday periods. Does not include additional fees or taxes. Other restrictions may apply.

ieitiyiti

sharlirng ik g
with Ehaphsind

eavs and a Lab -'.'
s, Thes s

tound soading
wai iz murdy par

with & Hn ~pcf @b ne food or s, Wb o
viale lraened widd Fure s thicugh ulasdmee
Cha5SES wiT® her fosner o Mt mil probably
weigh aroued B3 poonds a5 an aoul.

SO
s, 440-PLAY

"'3"3: and ¥ wad ouTH T oot

T Tl i hoee 10 3C0p
Riuric corcace

400 W. Monros St
TR

Too cool for school?

i~ Special Offer '
iFree In-Home Trainingi
1& Behavior Evaluation:

THIFLTE C RO $25 Value i

ML e e e ————— = — =

759-BARK (2275) x 1103

www.mobilepetcompanion.com

. DMV/IRS Info FREE

. Same day I
rof@SSIOHG

service

. e e

Donate your car,

mikornoatogay CArstrucksandboats.com i 866-398-5995

Z u/)
@ ‘ )
DONATE YOUR

VEHICLE AUSTIN g CDC
f o s
o oo MY g

Wildflowercenter P
1k owima

I b i m ‘E'.
‘Q‘ T@r-labitat_for Helping Hand Home L el

3 4 | Humanity for Children
= ' ’ . West Austin
Candlelighters Childhood o, f i
Cancer Foundation o HOSEIEL ACss Caregivers

This is the one

that supports
LOCAL AUSTIN
charities - You
choose.

3

ALUSTIN WARLDDEF STHDTL

Go ghedd’
Dare!

NEW for Fall,
limited edition
Dansko pony prints.
(Faux you)

Professional

Whole Earth Provision Co.

2410 San Antonio St., 478-1577 (FREE parking w/purchase @ UT Lot next door)
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www.WholeEarthProvision.com
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SUPREMES:
WHAT'D WE SAY?

In a 7-2 ruling, the U.S. Supreme
Court on Nov. 15 overturned the death
sentence of Texas row inmate
LaRoyce Lathair Smith, who had
been sentenced to die for the 1991
murder of a Dallas Taco Bell employ-
ee. At issue was whether Smith’s jury
had the opportunity to consider
Smith’s low IQ (among several other
matters) as mitigating evidence when
deciding Smith’s punishment.

In the opinion, the court cited their
previous decisions in two other Texas
death cases — those of John Paul
Penry and Robert Tennard (whose
case was decided this summer) — i
which the court variously determined
that Texas’ death scheme shunted a
jury’s ability to give full consideration
to mitigating circumstances that could
result in a defendant getting a life sen-
tence instead of death. The Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals and the 5th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals each
denied Smith’s appeal (the CCA's
denial came shortly before the high
court’s June ruling in the Tennard
case), ruling that Smith had failed to
demonstrate that his “criminal act was
attributable” to a “uniquely severe per-
manent handicap.”

In the opinion handed down
Monday, the Supremes again rejected
that standard: “Our rejection of that
threshold test was central to our deci-
sion to reverse in Tennard,” the court
wrote. None of their earlier opinions
“screened mitigating evidence” for the
“constitutional relevance” suggested
by the two lower courts, the court
wrote. “Rather, we held that the jury
must be given an effective vehicle with
which to weigh mitigating evidence so
long as the defendant has met a ‘low
threshold for relevance,” which is satis-
fied by ‘evidence which tends logically
to prove or disprove some fact or cir-
cumstance which a fact-finder could
reasonably deem to have mitigating
value,” the court wrote. “The Texas
[CCA] relied on precisely the same
‘screening test’ we held constitutional-
ly inadequate in [the] Tennard [case].”

Chief Justice William Rehnquist
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Evidence of death-row inmate LaRoyce Smith’s low 1Q wasn’t sufficiently
considered by Texas courts, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled this week.

joined the court in overturning Smith’s
sentence, although he did not join the
Tennard majority earlier this year. In a
one-sentence dissent, Justices
Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas
disagreed with the court on Smith,
writing that they would’ve affirmed the
CCA's ruling.

Nationwide, the number of U.S.
inmates sentenced to death last
year hit a 30-year low, according to
statistics released by the U.S.
Department of Justice on Nov. 14.
Last year, 144 inmates were sen-
tenced to death, the lowest number
since 1973. Also last year, 267

inmates had their death sentences
overturned or vacated — the largest
number since the reinstatement of the
death penalty in 1976. Former lllinois
Gov. George Ryan’'s commutation of
155 death sentences and granting of
four pardons accounted for 60% of the
reversals. Although the number of exe-
cutions in Texas has declined from the
heyday of George W. Bush, the state
was nonetheless able to retain the top
spot on the national death list by
sending 24 inmates to the death
chamber last year — Oklahoma, with
14 executions, secured second place.
— Jordan Smith
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REWRITING AUSTIN HISTORY

The city’s Neighborhood Planning and Zoning
Department has launched the overhaul of the
Austin’s 20-year-old historic preservation plan -
not to be confused with the City Council’s impending
vote on a new historic preservation ordinance.
The latter, which the council is set to consider this
week after more than a year of public wrangling, gov-
erns the machinations of the Historic Landmark
Commiission. If approved, the proposed rewrite will
tighten the criteria for historic designation, give a nod
to local historic districts, and set new limits on tax
incentives that accompany historic zoning.

The plan, on the other hand, is a catalog of Austin’s
historic buildings, landmarks, and monuments that will
both define what is considered historic in the city and
prioritize what should be preserved. In other cities, his-
toric preservation plans range from a simple catalog of
historic buildings to a comprehensive overhaul of city
code to preserve a city’s “sense of place.” If Austin is
considered the Live Music Capital of the World, for
instance, the plan could define whether city fathers
should go out of their way to preserve today’s and
tomorrow’s equivalents of the (now-vanished) Liberty
Lunch or Armadillo World Headquarters.

Historic preservation efforts in Austin are often
spawned by a civic group’s efforts to thwart demolition
of a house the neighborhood considers historic. On
occasion, a neighborhood such as Hyde Park makes
a more comprehensive effort to catalog and preserve
its assets. But in its more recent planning efforts, the
city has attempted to pull that historic preservation
thread through the overall plan, city Urban Design
Officer Jana McCann told an interested group on
Tuesday night, citing examples like the Eastside
Saltillo District, the Second Street/City Hall
Plaza complex, and the South Congress
Improvement Plan.

The new overall historic-preservation plan will go one
step further, and it will be a massive three-year under-
taking. One component will be the work of UT School
of Architecture students to catalog the city’s struc-
tures. The last historic preservation survey, completed
in 1984, was no more than a windshield survey of
exterior architectural features, and it went no farther
than the boundaries of the city in 1935. Even so, that
limited survey produced 13 volumes of information.
This time, the information collected will be digitized so
that it can be widely circulated and incorporated into
future civic and neighborhood planning efforts.

On a separate front, a draft preservation plan will be
completed this fall, with input from both a citizen advi-
sory group and a technical advisory group. The city
has set up an e-mail for those who want to offer com-
ments at historicpreservationplan@ci.austin.tx.us.

— Kimberly Reeves
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#1 ranked Tech Support franchise
by Entrepreneur magazine

Repairs & upgrades

Data backup & recovery
Virus/Spyware removal
Internet security & firewall
Networking

Consulting

Global Strength

Serving Austin & Surrounding Areas
e Pflugerville (512) 989-2221
e South Austin (512) 698-0106
e Southwest Austin  (512) 394-9115

WHOLE LIFE PRODUCTS FOR YOUk PETS

We offer the best selection of organic, holistic and nutritious foods in town!
Flint River Ranch * Wysong * Prairie * Sensible Choice * Solid Gold
Eagle Pack * Wellness * Natural Balance * FarMore
Innova * Precise * California Natural
We also offer: Pet Supplies * Toys * Grooming

Treament that reduces shedding 60-80% < Raw Foods
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pet center that J
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1955! www.barknpurr.com

*gmcée# Wigh School
X Fall Craft Facy

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 9AM - 4PM

AT CHS MANCHACA PARKING LOT

CRAFTMAN AND VENDORS WANTED
15X20 BOOTH SPACE $50
TABLE FEE $10 ELECTRICITY $10

call Sissy for more information: 414-7803
ALL PROFITS DONATED TO THE CHS CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT
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Schlotzsky’s on the Block: End Game?

NEews

Schlotzsky’s Inc., the deli chain once
worth an estimated $60 million, is going
on the auction block for a fire-sale price
of $25 million. A federal judge was
expected to consider the company’s sale
request Wednesday (at press time) to
allow the franchiser to auction off “sub-
stantially all of its assets” in what may be
the sandwich-maker’s swan song as an
Austin-based institution.

With bids due Dec. 1, the auction will
take place Dec. 2 and the winner declared
the following day. The bad news is that
shareholders and unsecured creditors will be
left empty-handed after the sale. The com-
pany said that outstanding liabilities and
claims make it “highly unlikely” that the
chain’s investors will receive any proceeds
from the sale.

The company’s fired CEO John Wooley,
who remains Schlotzsky’s largest sharehold-
er, has been predicting such an outcome
since the company filed for bankruptcy Aug.
3, when its shares were worth $7.3 million.
He said the company’s actions since the
bankruptcy suggest a move to “wash out
the shareholders, depress the interests of
the unsecured creditors, and justify a cheap,
quick sale. Pocket fees and go home.”

Company officials deny Wooley’s claims.
“The bankruptcy itself was triggered by the
liabilities the company had accumulated
over the past five years and the inability of
the company, after four years of declines in
systemwide sales and store counts, to serv-
ice its liabilities in a timely manner,” said
spokeswoman Anne Braidish. This was the
basis the board of directors used to fire

JANA BIRCHUM

Schlotzsky’s chief executive and president, Sam Coats

Wooley and his brother Jeff, a senior vice-
president, on June 17. The board brought in
Sam Coats as chief executive and presi-
dent and charged him with putting the com-
pany back on track. Coats had entered into
talks with several interested investors but
decided to expedite the sale process
through an auction. “With the number of
interested parties coming forward in the
past several days and weeks, we deter-
mined that it was in the company’s best
interest to forgo naming a stalking horse at
this stage,” Coats said. Schlotzsky’s, mean-
while, has asked the bankruptcy judge to
delay the company’s Dec. 1 deadline for
submitting a turnaround plan to the court.
The decision to put the company up for
auction follows the company’s second-quar-
ter report that it ate $86.8 million in the
weeks leading up to its bankruptcy. Schlotz-
sky’s attributed its biggest hit — $55.5 mil-
lion — to its decision to terminate the com-
pany’s 13-year-old area-developer program,
which aims to develop franchise restaurants
in various territories. Wooley, for his part,
takes issue with the company framing the
huge writedown as an action that occurred

during the second quarter, which ended
June 30. He points to the company’s legal
motions filed after the bankruptcy that seek
permission to cancel its remaining area
developer contracts. “These are clearly
third- or fourth-quarter activities,” he said.
“This [second-quarter report] lets them cre-
ate a story of why they had to file for bank-
ruptcy. This way, they can say they lost mil-
lions before the bankruptcy.”

In another turn of events Tuesday, the
company said it would not be releasing a
proxy statement before its Dec. 9 share-
holder meeting. The proxy solicitation is
tied to the 2003 annual report, which is
currently held up in a dispute between the
company and the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission, over the company’s
“intangible assets” classification for pay-
ments made to area developers over the
last eight years. Intangible assets generally
refer to brand names or copyrights that
can’t readily be converted to cash. In any
case, without the proxy statement, share-
holders will not know what issues they’ll be
voting on in advance of the Dec. 9 meeting.

— Amy Smith

BOOK YOUR PARTY TODAY!
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& NEW Mon Evening Clas: b: 30pm

BIG BAND & SWING DANCE

Nov. 215t 4pm-7pm - Live Performance by KNCT's

(harlie St. George & the Memory Makers
Tickets $12.50/advance ticket discount available
§wing Dance lesson -3pm- dinner courtesy of REALE'S Pizza & (afe

next Skate to Live Bands - Sat 12/06 10pm-2am

www.skateworldaustin.com

www.skateworldaustin.com
248-888b S 9514 anderson mill rd.
open daily - call for times

T‘*nngs Celtic
offers
the largest
selection of
Scottlsh, lrnsl‘x,
Welsh and
Cornish
Pro&ucts
in Texas!

Things Celtic

1806 West 35th St. » Austin, Tx 7870%
512-472-2358 + 1-888-921-9529
www.thingsceltic.com

J THOMAS SALON

oCUSTOM
HIGHLIGHTS
& COLOR

oCUTS

olOW PH
PERMS

oFACIAL
WAXING

4477 S. LAMAR ! WITH SELECT STYLISTS
@ BEN WH|TE CALL FOR DETAILS!

.?ﬁ%__,

0 20% OFF

ALL HAIR SERVICES

NEW CLIENTS ONLY

MUST PRESENT
8@@785“ THIS COUPON TO
RECEIVE DISCOUNT

WWW.JTHOMAS-SALON.COM

apriiai mototek

Classic Italian Scooters

mototek.com
New Downfown Austin Location
115 East 6th Streel  Suite B
512-236-8822
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Veri7ONvircless

ends November 28th

= CAMERA PHONE

Hury - for onIy$ 99
i X With new 2-yr agreement.
Shipping charges may apply.

3|

1, |:- :I 1 Motorola v265
.~ ' andgeta

“:  (OLORPHONE FREE
':'-.- . : With new 2-yr agreement. Shipping charges may apply.

Samsung a650

America’s Best, Most Reliable Wireless Network. Join () Today!

»1.800.2 JOIN @ »verizonwireless.com

B any of our stores

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNIGATIONS STORES *s: aia sl

Closed Thanksgiving Day. Call for Extended Holiday Hours.

AUTHOI’“ZED HETA".ERS Equipment prices and retumn

policy vary by location. Authorized Retailers may impose additional equipment-related
charges, including cancellation fees.

“AUSTIN *Highland Mall *SAN MARCOS THE VERIZON .
Barton Creek Mall 512-451-1203 911 Highway 80 WIRELESS STORE BUSINESS @ RadioShack.
512-347-7898 512-353-6363 CUSTOMERS o W v

*Sunset Valley Village

5601 Brodie Ln. *TEMPLE AT P PLEASE CALL

*Great Hills Station

10225 Research 512-899-3377 Colonial Mall 1-800-899-4249
Blvd. KILLEEN 3111 South
512-346-6500 " 31st St. Austin

Killeen Mall 954.791-3839 )

2100 South W.S. Killeen

Young Dr. Round Rock

254-680-2900 Sunset Valley

*ROUND ROCK Temple

603 Louis Henna
512-828-4922

Drive responsibly.
Call with care.

*0ur Surcharges (incl. 1.95% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterly), 5¢ Regulatory/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888);
taxes apply. Activation fees: $15/2 yrs.

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan & credit approval. $175 termination fee per line, up to 45¢/min. after allowance, other
charges & restrictions per line. Offers not available everywhere. Network details, coverage limitations & maps at verizonwireless.com. ©2004 Verizon Wireless.

STUDENT TRAVEL

BUY LOW
FLY HIGH

Great Student Airfares

Subject to change and
availability. Valid until Dec.
15th, 2004. Taxes and other

applicable fees are not

included. Fares are
roundtrip from Austin.

Ei:lTRAVEL

[ www.statravel.com '(J

2116 Guadalupe St.
(512) 472.2900

BLAZER TAG'S THANKSGIVING

FRI NOV 26TH
8247 PER PLAYER
IMIDNIGHT TO 7AM

(Fri night thru Sat morning)

oIncludes at least 7 laser tag games
& $5 in video game tokens!

« Team and Advanced laser tag!

« Contests and Prizes!

« Pizza, snacks and drinks avail!

CALL 462-0202 FOR DETAILS & TIX!

HAVE A ZAPPY HOLIDAY!

Don't Forget to get your Blazer Tag Gift Cards!

(512) 462-0202 . 1701 W, BEN WHITE
WWW.BLAZERTAG.COM
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FIGHTING FOR THE RIGHT TO CLEAN ENERGY

The first Texas Clean Energy Con-
gress, with more than 150 attendees from
more than 50 organizations, convened in
Austin this week and ratified on Monday a
Declaration of Sustainability and a
Clean Energy Bill of Rights - calling for
Texas to create the appropriate policies, pro-
grams, and business climate to meet the
majority of its total energy needs with sus-
tainable energy by the year 2020. Atten-
dees at the conference included environ-
mental and consumer activists, members of
religious communities, government officials,
and representatives of both the renewable
and traditional energy industries.

Sustainability — meeting the needs of
today without compromising future genera-
tions’ abilities to meet their needs — was a
central concept for the Clean Energy Con-
gress’ framing of its documents (available at
www.renewabletexas.org). The congress calls
for making information about environmental
sustainability and access to renewable
resources available to all Texans, while
addressing the urgent health, national secu-
rity, and economic implications of our current
pattern of energy consumption and affirming
principles of social justice and equality.

The three-day Congress was held in con-
junction with the 20th annual meeting of
the Texas Renewable Energy Industries
Association. Russel Smith, TREIA execu-
tive director, said, “Based on the enthusi-
asm | saw at this meeting, | believe the
organizations here today will bring this
Declaration of Sustainability to their mem-
bers and hopefully to all Texans. We expect
that over the next several months many
additional local and statewide groups will be
adding their voices of support to this for-
ward-thinking declaration and its message
of hope for Texas.”

Said event organizer Michael Osborne,
“I think the outcome of this congress will be
most useful to the community organizations
and canvassers taking this information door
to door, to churches and to neighborhood
groups.” Osborne, a founding member of
TREIA and former chair of the city Resource
Management Commission, is the author of
Silver in the Mine, the city of Austin’s long-
term comprehensive energy plan. He also
noted that clean energy development serves
to break the cycle of acquiring much-need-

NEws

ed economic development at the price of
environmental degradation.

Tom “Smitty” Smith, Public Citizen’s
Texas director, outlined goals for an
increased share for renewables in the
state’s overall energy portfolio, and
increased state funding of renewable devel-
opment, in a talk he conducted on working
with the Legislature. Smith specifically men-
tioned the urgent need to build electric
transmission lines to facilitate Texas’ nation-
leading but still underutilized wind power
capabilities, comparing the societal need for
the transmission lines to Texas’ need years
ago to build farm-to-market roads. Also on
the horizon for development, according to
Smith, are Texas’ substantial biomass
resources, which include technologies to
generate energy from crop and animal
waste and landfill gas.

Stepping up as an unexpected ally in the
drive for more renewables, Texas Land
Commissioner Jerry Patterson said his
office would respond to public demand for
more clean energy and increased renewable
energy portfolio standards, primarily by using
the 500,000 acres of submerged Gulf Coast
tidelands his office controls for offshore
wind farms. Not only would this put energy
sources closer to major cities than are the

Texas Land Commissioner Jerry
Patterson is an unexpected ally
in the clean-energy effort.

West Texas wind farms, easing transmission
problems, but the gulf breezes would spin
turbines during hot midday peak-usage
times, unlike the West Texas winds that pre-
vail on cold nights.

Karl Rabago, former state Public Utility
Commissioner and U.S. Department of
Energy official under Clinton, is a veteran of

several environmental advocacy and renew-
able energy consulting groups. In his view,
“Carefully articulated sustainability is a non-
partisan issue” and intrinsically a core
American value. Recharacterizing the debate
for renewables, Rabago ascribed a moral
value to our energy consumption and its
effect on foreign policy. “The unintended
irony of a yellow ‘bring them home soon’
ribbon sticker on a 6-mpg Hummer is a con-
venient way to initiate conversation on the
subject,” he said.

With so-called “moral values” issues
polarizing the nation, the time may be right
to spread this message. “The most orthodox
and evangelical point of view, the Pope’s
doctrine, and every mainstream religious
tradition understands the natural world to be
made by God, and no one would argue that
God intends for the world to be good and to
be cared for,” said Bee Moorhead of Texas
IMPACT, a statewide religious grassroots net-
work. She added that within the religious
community, environmental issues simply
aren’t presented to the more conservative
citizens as being deeply Bible-based. “Even
far-right conservative Biblical literalists may
well be the deepest environmentalists, read-
ing ‘God made a special creation and we
should protect it.””

At the end of the proceedings, partici-
pants agreed to continue to build a broad
coalition of support for the Declaration and
Bill of Rights, and to educate the public
about the potential for a sustainable energy
future for Texas. — Daniel Mottola

OTHER ENERGY NEWS ...

AL A new coal-burning
power plant for San Antonio
is one step closer to existence
as the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality granted
a draft permit for the facility
Monday. Public Citizen Texas
director Tom “Smitty” Smith
said his organization plans to
appeal the permit obtained by
City Public Service, the public
power company serving the
Alamo City, citing 6 million
tons of greenhouse gases the
plant is projected to create
yearly, along with toxic sulfur
dioxide and high levels of poi-
sonous heavy metals like mer-
cury (for which Texas ranks

No. 1 nationally). Smith noted
that winds from San Antonio
often blow northward, straight
to you know where. According
to Public Citizen’s Anne Marie
Johnson, the energy from the
new plant could be obtained
for less money by implement-
ing efficiency measures at
existing facilities. There will
now be a citizen comment
period leading up to a public
meeting on Dec. 16. This
would be the first new coal
facility in Texas in 14 years
and the first in a string of up
to six proposed new coal burn-
ers. More info at www.smart
growthsa.org. - D.M.

A I Riding high on a federal
tax incentive for biofuels
passed late last month,
Project BioBus, a 90-day,
15,000-mile tour promoting
biodiesel as a cleaner, healthi-
er, domestic alternative to
petroleum, rolls into Austin
Friday with a 4:30pm stop on
the UT campus at Garrison
Hall, following a refueling at
local soy biodiesel retailer
Austin Biofuels. The tax incen-
tive means big business for
domestic biodiesel, granting a
credit of one cent a gallon for
each percentage of biodiesel,
according to Stephen Swank
of Project BioBus, an effort ini-
tiated by students at Middle-
bury College in Vermont.
Translated, that equals a

$1 savings per gallon of B100
(100% soy biodiesel), which is
usable in any diesel vehicle —
bringing the cost of the biofuel
to within 10 cents of petrole-
um diesel. The credits kick off
in January, and Swank says
the U.S. Department of Energy
expects biodiesel to grow from
a 25-million-gallon-per-year
industry to 125 million with
the incentive. Austin Biofuels
(www.austinbiofuels.com), which
currently sells B100, was
recently chosen to participate
in Austin’s Clean Energy
Incubator program providing
MBA-level coaching and pro-
fessional services to start-ups
in the renewable industry.

- D.M.

Wellness Pet Foord €2
2" OFF

*100% Human grade ingredients expires 12-15-04 .g—
* Free of by-products or artificial perservatives -M

* Made with cranberries & blueberries-great WLL]_-.H Lﬂ

for antioxidents —a.\l_

I B I NP TR RPN CRL T e L]

CENTRAL
908 East 491/72 St. at Airport Blvd.
Mon-Fri 9-6 * Sat 10-4
(losed Sundays
512-452-1560

Any 6 Ib or Larger Conine—l
or Feline

WESTLAKE

Randalls Sopping Center
3300 Bee Caves Rd.

SOUTH
Lakehills Shopping Center
Ben White & South Lamar
Mon-Sat 9-8 © Sun 1-5

512-445-4549

Mon-Sat 9-7 * Sun 1-5
512-306-1121
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DEBT RELIEF

Bankruptcy e Liens ¢ Collections

512-477-2777

craigsmithatty@yahoo.com

Craig

Smith

Attorney & Counselor at Law

716 Congress, Suite 203
Austin, Texas 78701

Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

TEM THOISAMLD

VILLAGES.

FAIRLY TRADED HANDICRAFTS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

1317 S. Congress Ave.
NEXT TO THE CONTINENTAL CLUB

OPEN MON-SAT 11AM-7PM
SUN 1PM-5PM

512-440-0440




THE HIGHTOWER REPORT

BY JIM HIGHTOWER

WAL-MART’S NUMBERS GAME

I've been chastised by Wal-Mart! Imagine
my distress.

The largest corporation in the world appar-
ently was stung by one of my recent commen-
taries. | had pointed out that Wal-Mart, which
touts itself as a model of “free-market” success,
actually has built its market muscle in large
part by milking us taxpayers, having squeezed
more than a billion dollars in subsidies from
state and local governments, giving it a com-
petitive advantage to clobber local businesses.

In response, Sarah Clark, director of corpo-
rate communications at WallyWorld, fired off a
missive to media outlets that carried my Wal-
Mart commentary. She asserted that it was
“full of inaccuracies.” Was the key figure of $1
billion in taxpayer giveaways to Wal-Mart inac-
curate? No, she didn’t dispute it.

Rather, Wal-Mart’s chief PR flack tried to
change the subject, offering numbers purport-
ing to show that the company is a generous
corporate citizen. “In the past ten years,” Ms.
Clark informs us indignantly,” Wal-Mart has
paid $4 billion in property taxes alone.” But,
wait — it owed those taxes! This was not a
“contribution,” but a debt. Other businesses
pay property taxes, too, yet they don't get a
billion bucks in special subsidies.

Then Ms. Clark notes that her company
“generated $52 billion in sales taxes.” But,
wait again — that's not Wal-Mart’s money. It's
money that local consumers paid to finance
public services. This money is also the result of
sales that the monopolistic giant took from
local businesses. Wal-Mart doesn’t expand a
community’s buying power — it just redistrib-
utes purchases from other stores to itself.

But Ms. Clark presses on, claiming that
“Wal-Mart has remitted $192 million” in wage
taxes. Once more, however, this money is not
a voluntary contribution from a good-hearted
company — it's taken out of the employees’
wages, as required by law.

To see the full report and related material
about how Wal-Mart does indeed milk taxpay-
ers, go to www.goodjobsfirst.org.

A MANDATE FOR A
MUGGING?

Here’s today’s multiple-choice political
quiz: Dick Cheney is 1) loopy, 2) churlish, 3)
thuggish, 4) dangerous, or 5) all of the above?

Choose the combo. We saw all of these
uglies come out in Cheney the day after the
election. John Kerry had barely finished his
concession speech when Dick seized the
national microphone to growl that the
Bushites had not only taken the victory, but
also won “a mandate,” so get ready, world,
here they come.

A mandate? They barely got 51% of the
vote, meaning 49% of the people voted to
toss them out on their duffs! A 2% margin is
to “mandate” what near beer is to beer.

Also, both pre-election polls and exit polls
showed clearly, a big chunk of people voting
for George W. are actually strongly opposed
to his agenda. So, why did they choose
him? Some were simply voting against Kerry,
some said they were voting against gays,
and some were vaguely voting for Bush’s
“moral values.” But a majority of voters said
they definitely oppose such specifics as
Bush’s tax cuts for the rich, his handling of
the economy, and his war of lies in Iraqg.

Despite the public’s real desires on
national policies, however, the Bush Gang is
gearing up to ram through an extremist
agenda supported only by their ideological
cohorts and corporate benefactors. Among
his priorities: 1) granting trillions of dollars in
permanent tax giveaways to the rich, 2)
replacing the progressive income tax with a
totally regressive national sales tax, 3)
launching the privatization of our Social
Security, 4) expanding the USA PATRIOT Act;
5) and extending Bush'’s Iraqi war into Iran.

The Bushites have no mandate for this
mugging. To get information and help fight
their power grab, call Campaign for
America’s Future: 202/955-5665.

Jim Hightower is the bestselling author of Let's Stop
Beating Around the Bush, on sale from Viking Press. For
more information, visit www.jimhightower.com.

dusign. plants, qift. bebe

now showing:
hip holiday
gift and decor

1102 e. cesar chavez,

2 blocks east of ih35

512 480 0688

retail, floral & landscape
512 480 8008

design & construction

AN

bigredsun.com
|-

F DZOGCHEN CENTER
. BUDDHISM FOR THE WEST
LAMA SURYA DAS
HOSTS

HIS HOLINESS
THE TWELFTH GYALWANG DRUKPA

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 27, 2004
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

His Holiness, the incarnate head of the Drukpa lineage and one of the highest lamas
of Tibetan Buddhism, will present a day of Tibetan Buddhist teachings.

LOCATION: The Maloney Room
St. Edward’s University, Main Bldg.
3100 Congress Ave., Austin, TX

Register online at www.dzogchen.org or by phone at 617-628-1702. For more info,
call 512-413-4907 or e-mail DzogchenAustin@aol.com.

TEXASSK STATE

MA with a major in
Literature

Located just 30 miles from Austin

Classes meet one evening per week
Outstanding visiting writers

Most graduates find jobs
or places in top PhD programs

Deadlines are approaching for
scholarships and assistantships

m

TEXAS
STATE

512.245.7685
malit@txstate.edu
ma.english.txstate.edu

Texas State is a member of the Texas State University System.

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS

M%l{iﬁm

r,dtwfr}ﬁl

www.ReproductiveServices.com

4804 Grover Avenue | 512-458-8274

Pregnancy Options Counseling
Surgical Abortion
The Abortion Pill
STD Testing and Treatment
Birth Control and Pap Smears
Morning After Pill
MAP and Medicaid Accepted
IV Sedation for Comfort
Providing quality healthcare in a

compassionate and confidential

environment since 1973.
Se Habla Espariol

TDH License #007274

AIRJET 2 TENT
Just Like HoME,

«=uusONLY LIGHTER
Ultralight, 2 person shelter.
*Unique Cross-flow Ventilation.
*Total weight 4Ib 8oz
One of the great selection

of tents at
Whole Earth Provision Co.

Whole Earth Provision Co.

2410 San Antonio St., 478-1577 (FREE parking w/purchase @ UT Lot next door)
1014 North Lamar, 476-1414 « South Lamar @ WESTGATE, 899-0992
www.WholeEarthProvision.com
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WELCOME TO THE

CITY HALL

YOU THOUGHT WOULD NEVER COME

Making allowances for the hurry-up pace
of our silicon city and our digital age, one
wonders if the good folks of, say, Rheims felt
back in the 13th century about their cathe-
dral the way we’ll feel this Saturday about
our City Hall — “My God! It’s actually done!
It’s really there!” and so on. Actually, the first
completed chunk of Rheims Cathedral took
22 years to build, which is less time than
Austin has spent planning and then building
a City Hall on Block 3 of its original down-
town. Generations of Austinites have now
coursed through the city’s annals waiting for
a proper City Hall to be built some day.

And here it is. A momentous occasion,
worthy of proper ceremony. But first, let’s
talk about the pointy thing.

The new Austin City Hall has a lot of
design features that make it a Landmark and
an Icon and Not Your Grandpa’s
Government Building, but the one that
seems to have grabbed most people’s atten-
tion is, well, the pointy thing — what the city
simply refers to as a “point,” and what archi-
tect Antoine Predock calls the “stinger,” the
copper-clad extrusion that sticks out nearly
50 feet from the building and 40 feet over
Second Street. It’s tempting to assume the
stinger was added to the design as a favor to
our Doug Potter and the daily’s Ben Sargent,
so they can draw Will Wynn or Toby Futrell
or some hapless activist being dangled from
it or impaled on it, but such is not the case.
So why is it there?

NEws
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.

Philip Reed, project architect
¥

Well, it does serve a real, though subor-
dinate, functional purpose: it provides a
roof for the “marquee” balcony below, a
lookout (open to the public) over the
future bustle of the exciting Second Street
district, at least as it’s envisioned by city
planners. (The portion of hype being
given to this balcony, as a design feature,
is undercut by the fact that, like most of
the individual elements of City Hall, it’s
not really very big. It will, however, be a
great place for the queen or the pope to
stand and wave to the crowds, should
they find themselves hanging out in the
Warehouse District.)

CITY HALL IS MORE SUCCESSFUL THAN MANY HAD
EXPECTED IN ACHIEVING THAT CORRESPONDENCE
WITH AUSTIN AS A NATURAL PLACE.

But the need for a roof, of course, does
not explain the almost-violent gesture of a
pointy thing sticking out into the street. Nor
is it really explained by the oft-discussed
goal of Predock and his local partners,
Cotera+Reed Architects, to take their
design cues from the landscape. As a whole,
City Hall is in fact more successful than
many had expected in achieving that corre-
spondence with Austin as a natural place.
You don’t really need Predock’s notes in
hand to perceive that City Hall, with its
water and limestone and wood, its irregular
curves and corners and “strata,” and its
canyonlike central lobby and atrium, is a
stylized and heavily engineered homage to
an Austin creekscape, with shiny copper fill-
ing the role of the hot sun. Which makes the
pointy thing stand out even more.

And that, if you will, is the point. The
stinger becomes a bit less arbitrary once one
enters the building, from either side, and can
tell that its point is the logical convergence of
the lines of the angled walls of the lobby.
From the beginning, the City Hall design
aimed to create tension and interest — and
ultimately take the path of least resistance to
Iconic significance — by playing games with
the grid, creating a landscape out of what is a
regular, constrained downtown block, and
deviating from the Lego-like regularity of its
CSC and AMLI siblings. Most of those ges-
tures, though, bring the building away from
the street and sidewalk, drawing us in; the
stinger — a relatively late addition in the
design cycle — thrusts it out into Austin’s
face. “It’s a hand in the air,” says architect
Phil Reed, noting that the stinger can be seen
all the way down Second Street in each direc-
tion, from the Convention Center to Seaholm
Power Plant. “It’s a way of expressing monu-
mentality. It’s literally shouting ‘Here I am!””

The dedication ceremony for the new Austin
City Hall will be held at 11am Saturday, Nov.
20, at the new digs at 301 W. Second.
Following will be, of course, live music -
including the Cornell Hurd Band, the Nash
Hernandez Orchestra, W.C. Clark, and the
Malford Milligan Band with Kelly Doze. That’s
all on the plaza side; on the Second Street
side will be family fare, including storytellers
from Austin Public Library, Joe McDermott,
the Palm Elementary School Choir, and
Ballet Folklorico from the Cantu/Pan Am Rec
Center. Free parking in the City Hall under-
ground garage and in the state garages near-
by. More info at www.cityhallcelebration.org.

December is moving month for city staff,
as the construction crews finish up the siz-
able punch list. The first City Council meeting
in the new chambers is scheduled for Jan. 13.

History, Nature, Time

Admittedly, a four-story, 115,000-square-
foot building in today’s Downtown needs to
work a little harder to draw attention to itself,
which, given the history of the City Hall proj-
ect, is an indispensable goal. City govern-
ment burst its seams decades ago at the old
Municipal Building at Eighth and Colorado,
the site of every prior Austin City Hall dating
back to the 1850s (before which it was the
site of the first State Capitol). The current Art
Moderne structure was Austin’s major
Depression-era WPA project, and it shows;
its cold, peeling dankness has done much in
recent years to keep city leaders humble.

That building, though, is a palace com-
pared to the old Municipal Annex, a rat-
infested pile of cheap brick handed down

continued on p.34
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Saturday, Nov. 27 - 11a.m.

Downtown Austin on Congress Ave.

The Children's Parade is a toy drive for
Operation Blue Santa.

Bring a new, unwrapped toy to share and
help make a child's holiday a little brighter!

Come see the giant Elmo and Big Bird
inflatable balloons, festive holiday
floats featuring Joe McDermott and

Sara Hickman, spectacular marching
bands, exciting children's characters
and Santa.

| All toys collected will go to the
Ch.‘ l d r en OperationyBlue Santa Keadquarters and
m will be delivered to another boy or gitl
Childrén

in time for the holidays.
Parade Parade Route:
The Parade starts at the Capitol, travels
for O per ation down Congress, turns west on 6th Street
Blue Santa and ends at Guadalupe.

, “RorRD  HULA
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from the Texas Water Development Board,
on the block that — back when it really was
a Warehouse District and on the wrong side
of the tracks — was the original home of
Calcasieu Lumber. The city bought the
Block 3 land back in the early 1970s
because the Annex met its immediate space
needs, and only then decided Block 3 would
be a good focal point for a proper civic cen-
ter, acquiring the surrounding blocks for
that purpose and building a “temporary”
City Council Chambers in midblock, right
about where the stinger is now, that ended
up serving Austin for more than 25 years.
To make a very long (albeit very interest-
ing) story very short, in the generations
between conception and execution, the
world around Austin City Hall has turned
upside down at least once. What was once
envisioned as a bulky centralized home for
the broad scope of municipal endeavor —
prior City Hall proposals were up to four
times the size of the new building — has
become the diminutive nerve center of a
permanently distributed (and thus, now,
elaborately networked) city government.
And what was originally its worn-out indus-
trial slum of a neighborhood - that a civic
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Will Whynn

JOHN ANDERSON

center was intended to revitalize — is now

the Acme of Hip, its bricks and mortar no
longer cheap. The two reversals turned in
tandem; because the Warehouse District
took off, the city’s holdings became too
valuable to completely devote to a major
City Hall complex and banish from the tax
rolls. Hence CSC and so on.

As a case study in Austin politics, the City
Hall saga is far from inspirational. But as a
piece of architecture and urban design,
today’s City Hall is lucky to be free of its
former baggage; by the time ground was

broken, the only real imperative facing its
design and construction team was that it be
a cool and distinctive building that people
would like. From the City Council’s original
nod to Antoine Predock — about the biggest
marquee name in contemporary architec-
ture the City Hall project could have attract-
ed — through the highly public (“terminally
democratic” in Predock’s now-famous
phrase) refinement of its design, as well as
in its program, its technological appurte-
nances, its construction led by Hensel
Phelps (the city’s first use of a “construction

A sapling propagated from the Treaty Oak forms the centerpiece — surrounded by seating and
stonework with cosmic-symbolic overtones — of the Art in Public Places project in the new City
Hall plaza. Wood from the Treaty Oak is also incorporated into the new City Council dais.

TODAY’S CITY HALL IS
LUCKY TO BE FREE OF
ITS FORMER BAGGAGE.
THE ONLY REAL
IMPERATIVE FACING
ITS DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION TEAM
WAS THAT IT BEA COOL
AND DISTINCTIVE
BUILDING THAT
PEOPLE WOULD LIKE.

manager at-risk” contract in lieu of the
usual low-bid), and its eventual budget of
$56.7 million, the city has eschewed few
opportunities to make City Hall special and
groovy and even a little Weird.

“You can’t create a building of this cal-
iber,” says Reed, “without the confidence
and support of the owner, which is the city.
We don’t always get that.”

The business about responding to the
landscape, which is Predock’s hallmark,
and by extension to Austin’s claims to
uniqueness, is one of three principles the
City Hall design drives home. In perhaps
the most charming nod to Austincentrism,
the council dais — constructed, like most of
the building’s extensive woodwork and cus-
tom cabinetry, of polished but unstained
pecan wood — features a band of wood from
the Treaty Oak. This inlay is “placed where
most council members may rest their
hands,” the city’s press kit notes, “thus put-
ting them in touch with the city’s history as
they decide its future.” (Awww!) A sapling
propagated from the Treaty Oak is also the
focal point of the Art in Public Places proj-
ect that anchors the southwest corner of the
plaza, in which the baby tree is surrounded
by stonework of natural and cosmic signifi-
cance (sun, moon, planets, and so on) that
will naturally weather, or erode, as the tree
grows. If the tree takes after its mother, it'll
be growing long after the 100-year design
life of City Hall has expired.

continued on p.36

EBAY AT YOUR SERVICE

New Free Report Reveals...
““Back Pain Relief

Secretis!”’

We’re the eBay Experts!

+ 7 Years of Experience Selling on eBay

« eBay Power Seller & Trading Assistant

+ No Upfront Cost to Sell Your ltem

« Convenient Store Location and Hours
(S. Congress @ Leland, behind 7-Eleven)

107 Leland St.
Suite 3

462-4660
GoPengo.com

Don’t Need It? & We’ll Sell It!
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Austin, TX — Most back pain victims have
no idea what to do when they experience
back pain; they use heat, ice, sleep on
the floor...even take pain pills hoping
their pain will go away and not come
back. But the truth is, most of the time
their pains do return. To find out why, call
the toll-free 24hour recorded message
and receive the new “Back Pain Relief
Report”. 1-888-763-5644 (Toll-free, 24
hr. recorded message)
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Rook your parly here/ Qur hi-tech private
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6308 N. Lamar BI20 323-9822
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celebration

november

20

Be a part of this landmark
event in Austin’s history!

11 AM.
DEDICATION CEREMONY IN THE PLAZA Jo s

6:00, pm - Hill'sC
17O 5 P.M. e =
GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION T ’;!r“'

Sree family fun, music, giveaways, children’s activities, good eats g H

AUSTIN MUSIC INCLUDES:

The Cornell Hurd Band

The Nash Hernandez Orchestra

W.C. Clark

The Malford Milligan Band with special guest Kelly Doze

Children's entertainer Joe McDermott

www.cityhallcelebration.org

Operation Blue Santa

ko |CAVENIERS
%’%ﬁ *HUGT CITY+

Lose the razor.
Forget the harr.

Say good-bye to shaving. Learn about our easy and affordable,
physician-certified, painless hair removal system: just come in today
for a free, no-obligation private consultation. You'll like our interest
free payment plan and written satisfaction guarantee. And you'll
love the way you look—and feel.

Fall Special $250 off any 6-treatment package.*

___LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Treatments starting at: A\

Upper Lip ..ccovveeeiiieeiiieeee, $99.95 ™

Bikini Ling .....vveoveerveeroeeen $159.95 American Laser

Underarms ...........ccccoevevvenen. $179.95 Centers

Lower Legs ....ocoveviiiiiiienne. $259.95 www.americanlaser.com
Financing Available 1-800-578-8069

*May not be combined with any other offer. AUSTIN

ROUND ROCK
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NEws

Sun, Glass, Wirelessness

City Manager Toby Futrell will have the
best view of the Baby Treaty Oak from her
corner office on the third floor, but lots of
people will have an equally good view of
Futrell; her office (like Mayor Will Wynn’s)
opens directly onto the two-story terrace
overlooking the plaza. (Yes, of course, the
windows are tinted, but not that much.)
Contrary to previous reports, this is hardly a
“private balcony”; even though it’s not open
to you and me, it will be plenty accessible to
hundreds of employees, and it’s plenty visi-
ble from the public spaces adjacent to it,
both inside and out. (The quickest way to
travel between the mayor’s and manager’s
offices would be via the outdoor stairway
between the terraces, which might be enter-
taining for the folks with front-row seats in
the CSC offices across Guadalupe Street.)

This speaks to another of the three design
principles — Austin’s demand for public
transparency and accountability, “govern-
ment in the sunshine” taken to a literal
extreme. And perhaps a painful one, if
you're in Futrell’s south-facing window-
walled office on a hot August day. Project
manager Fred Evins notes that blinds were
cut from the project due to budget con-
straints, but he expects them to be added
back in. Provisions have already been made
for window coverings for the council’s pri-
vate executive-session room, which has
floor-to-ceiling windows facing Guadalupe
at ground level.

Meanwhile, Wynn’s colleagues’ council
offices — each now has a window — face the
open-to-all-24/7 side of the plaza and ter-
races, though an intervening landscape bed
might grow in enough to discourage rude
staring at Brewster McCracken. (If we ever
get more than six council members, the
overflow will displace the city’s Economic
Growth and Redevelopment Services office,
in its suite at the building’s northwest cor-
ner, behind the mayor and beneath the
Public Information Office.) They will also
get a good view of the stage that anchors the
east side of the plaza and can in this way get
their live-music fixes and perhaps help exor-
cise the restless and rootless spirits escaped
from Liberty Lunch.

PHOTOS BY JOHN ANDERSON _

Inside, since the canyon lobby extends all
the way up to the roofline, traffic from the
east to west wings of City Hall — say, from
mayor to council, or from the city manager
to her budget office — is carried via sky-
bridges that, again, expose our elected and
appointed leaders to public view. (This may
not be an intentional bit of Austin iconogra-
phy, but these bridges, with their lighting
recessed into grooves underneath, recall the
underside of the Congress Avenue bridge,
where the bats live.) Most of the City Hall
meeting rooms are arrayed along, and in one
case cantilevered into, the canyon, and glass
is everywhere. As gratifying as this all may
be to the municipal ethos, it’s hard not to
imagine that the players themselves might
begin to feel like hamsters in a Habitrail; in
the only obvious concession to privacy,
there is a back-of-the-house suite of hide-
outs behind the council chambers, accessi-
ble by a nonpublic (though, again, visible)
stairway from the mayor-and-council zone
on the second floor.

Security, though, is reputedly well-cov-
ered, partly through design tricks (the sur-
rounding boulders, which at first seem sim-
ply a landscape feature, are also barriers to
malevolent vehicles), but mostly through
advanced technology — that being the third
principle, that City Hall be totally wired
(and wireless) and leading-edge and smart
and thus befitting of Austin’s self-concept.
Compared to the Municipal Building, or
most other aging Austin facilities, it would-
n’t take much to represent a major improve-

ment, and in some cases — such as the com-
plete overhaul of Channel 6, and the ample
media facilities built into City Hall — the
new building jumps several generations of
intervening technology.

A Turning Point?

Likewise with its security apparatus
(Smile! You’re on cameral), its sustainability
enhancements (for example, the waterfall
recycles the condensation from the air-con-
ditioning) and energy management (includ-
ing solar panels shading the seating for the
outdoor stage), and its safety systems.
Regarding the latter, we don’t recommend
you try this — it’s a clean-air city, after all —
but if one should happen to walk in from
the Second Street balcony without properly
extinguishing one’s cigarette, the resulting
activation of the fire-suppression system is
reportedly spectacular to behold.

With City Hall’s motion-controlled light-
ing, flat-panel monitors, touch-screen con-
trols, swipe-card access systems, and other
gizmos, it’s hard not to entertain HAL-
inspired fantasies of the building locking
Futrell and Wynn down in a closet by the
loading dock and running the city by itself.
Even things that are not themselves digital
are technological — such as the expanses of
highly machined copper (around 66,000
square feet), including the light fixtures in
the council chambers, set in polished cop-
per forms likened to both clouds and bats
that do double duty as sound baffles.
Though the copper, glass, and limestone

cladding is all artfully assembled, it’s not
intended to be seamless; in more than one
place (like in the council chambers, which
has no drop ceiling) you can effectively see
the building’s guts hanging out.

While the oak tree grows, the copper will
oxidize, though it’s not expected to turn
green, but rather gray in about 30 years. By
that time, one can only hope, the Second
Street District (including a cafe and store-
front space built into City Hall’s ground
level) will actually be as bustling as the city
hopes, and we might have rail once again
where the rail used to be across Downtown,
and the remaining missing pieces will have
been cemented into Austin’s mosaic of
urban ambitions. For at least the last few
years, many urban-design types in Austin
have seen the City Hall project as a missed
opportunity for the city to lead, rather than
follow, its own downtown-renewal parade.

But there are still options. Most obvious-
ly, city-owned Block 21, due north across
Second Street, was intended to be home to
a third CSC building, identical to the pres-
ent two. But that ain’t happening, and the
city’s visions for the property — it’s current-
ly entertaining five different development
proposals — have largely been driven by
Block 21’s hospitality to the big and the
lucrative. That poses the danger of a big and
garish project — like Frost Bank Tower, but
much worse — stomping all over the artful
little City Hall. But it also creates an oppor-
tunity for the new Block 21 to have its own
stinger, reaching across newly narrowed
Second Street and completing the circuit
carrying energy through the new
Downtown. “I really hope,” says Philip
Reed, “that whatever goes on Block 21 does
respond, in some way, to this building.” W

Everything you need to
make your holidays
fruly spec

Handmade pottery, iewellgl,
stained glqss, blown glass, garden art,
scu|pfure, turned wood, candles, and more!

Coming soon—shop on line at
www.sunsetcanyonpottery.com

SUNSET CANYON POTTERY

e

“Your Place for Texas Made Fine Craft”

4002 E Hwy 290 * Dripping Springs, TX 78620 (3 miles east of Dripping Springs and 10 miles west of the “Y” in Ock Hill)
512 894-0938 ¢ Hours: Monday-Saturday —10-6:30, Sunday—11-5 « www.sunsetcanyonpottery.com

Were critically short of

Volunteers.
Please help your homebound neighbors.
The Need is Now!

Call 476-6326
Jts the right thing to do.
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BREAK THE
CHAIN HABIT.

LAY,
. 2 SHOP LOCALLY
OWNED.

. It's easy, 211 you have to do is shop

af g a1 VaF Acrmed &t 1 eaal
at a locally owned business!

(Bae shopanetin.org for who's 1oeal)

Visit these stores the week of November 15 - 20
and enter to win a 350 gift certificate!

All locations: Whole Earth Provision Co., Miller Blueprint,
Planet K, BookPeople and Waterloo Records

By choosing to shop locally owned for just one day, we

can contribute $14 million to our local economy.

Shopping on one Saturday in Movember ganarates 545 million in retail sales*, If these sales
weere all in chain stores, the local econamic impact is $5.85 milfion. Howeever if all retail
sales were at locally owned businesses, the local economic impacdt scars to 520,25 millian.

Before you spend your next dollar, just think what
£14 million a day would do for Austin. i

Sponsored by the Austin Independent Business Alliance

512-441-2123 » wanasaustin-iba.org \“‘n—fi T kE
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Cantral Texas' only all-classical, commerclal-tree radio == A76-KMFA

ON NOVEMBER 20

GetTix@

G- G T (B6E-443-88419)

Tickets Available at

Monday, December |3t
The Ritz in Austin

CWAR

Mock the Vote

w/ Guests
ALL THAT REMAINS

Thursday, January 6th
at the BackRoom

STRUNG OUT

w/ EVERGREEN TERRACE

Friday, January 14th

PINK FLOYD
LASER SHOW

at the Paramount
Tix. on sale this Sat.
11/20@10pm

win's Ray
~Porive-Thru &

Christmas Light Park

On I-35 — 1 mile South San Marcos — Exit 199

OPEN DAILY NOV 5—JAN 2
SUN-THUR 6 pm-10 pm ¢ FRI-SAT 6 pm-11 pm

830-743-1293 * www.santasranch.net

i a
iF hf-J-" .

MEXICAN
2005 CALENDARIOS

25 STYLES T0 GHOOSE FROM
ONLY $2.00
TRADING COMPANY:
FOLK ART & OTHER TREASURES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

209 CONGRESS AVENUE 512 / 479-8371
Open daily 10-6, Free parking behind the store
www.tesoros.com

; _i: PhotoGecko
Fatdstucios & ga”:ny

27 I:_-n._'lr_u-:_-ll_1ri_l-|_ ahill IrFrr i) |._-||-_..
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Vegetarian...

STOP! The War

inside yourself
Free talk and Booksigning with
Eli Jaxon-Bear
author of

“Sudden Enlightenment
Into Direct Realization”

7:30pm Friday Dec. 3 at
Whole Life Books

1006 S. Lamar 11-9 443-6794
Open 11-9 Mon-Sat, 12-6 Sundays
Austin’s Largest Spiritual
and Metaphysical Bookstore

WHATEVER.

Garnivorays & quﬁn.g natiira
Gifts and Home Aceents

SATURDAY,

DECEMBER 11 AT 8PM

i AT THE THEATRE AT THE
4 FRANK ERWIN CENTER

B Tickets available at all Texas
B Box Office outlets, inclu(ling
H-E-B stores, charge-by-

I pl’lone at 512/477-6060,

§ 1-800-982-2386 or online
at TexasBoxOffice.com

to WIN TICKETS to see TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA,

log on to www.austinchronicle.com/contests

=

CHINESE GOLDEN
DRAGON ACROBATS

DECEMBER it 41 3 & 7:30 PM

grace | beauty | strength

The best of an honored tradition, mixing award
winning acrobatics, traditional dance, spectacular
costumes, ancient and contemporary theatrics.
Breathtaking skill and spellbinding stunts.

the paramount theatre
austintheatre.org | 469-SHOW

/ZACH ® THE MOST FUN YOU'LL HAVE IN AUSTIN THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

OPENS THANKSGIVING WEEKEND!
David Sedaris’

‘tal- ahd
Bz:s:tz‘:ezvk.ey“l afl eg =

Starring ROB WILLIAMS of “The Flaming Idiots!”

A laugh ‘il you cry evening of merrily subversive holiday
tales and music guaranteed to delight adult audiences!

Unforgettablé"’

-‘Austm Chronicle

»
i

Opens in 2 Weeks!

(i

December 2 - January 2

Great Fun
For The Whole
Family!

OC

CHRISTMAS PARTY

THE ROCK-N-SOUL MUSICAL!
Created and Directed by DAVE STEAKLEY
Austin’s Rockin’ Holiday Tradition Comes
Home for the Ho-Ho-Holidays to Play
ZACH’s Intimate Kleberg Stage!

ZACHARY SCOTT THEATRE CENTER  RIVERSIDE DR. AT S. LAMAR
TICKETS BY PHONE! 476-0541, ExT: 1 OR AT WWW.ZACHSCOTT.COM

JIM RESSINA

[1/21

Featuring hit songs from his days
in Loggins & Messina, Buffalo
Springfield and Poco.

é"a

orld

zea/?() —

WINTER SEASON 04 05
KALINKA 0ssrow i

Two time Grammy winner for
Best Jazz Vocalist

DI AN [ S(H u “ R IRON § SILK Kos 0w 12/s
JERRY JEFF WALKER 1nl
1273 © BALLET INTERNATIONALE 123
. MAYNARD FERGUSON
RI'I'A (00 lI DG [ & HIS BIG BOP NOUVEAU BAND 18
] ATAgH s sHow 1130
e HOHDM SHOW JUDY COLLINS 1130
[2/5 SHAWN COLVIN u
'. Featuring holiday favorites KIRK WHALUM Ul
& her greatest hits MCCOY TYNER 218

A NIGHT IN RIO GALA
SERGIO MENDES & BRASIL 2005 2/26

TERRY BOILI0§ |

THE TOSCA STRINGS

LES BALLET JAZZ be MONTREAL 313

12/12 RICKY SKAGGS & KENTUCKY THUNDER  3/30

KEIKO MATSUI 41

FOR SEASON & SINGLE TICKETS CALL: FOR SINGLE TICKETS CALL: CALIFORNIA GUITAR TRIO 48
(512) 32 WORLD (329- 6753 (1) 42;5\%5«%}29_”69) TOWER OF POWER B&s
MANHATTAN TRANSFER 6/8

Austin American-Statesman

statesman.com @
kUt Holland@

www.oneworldtheatre.org
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Searching for Something

ARTIST ROI JAMES’ JOURNEY THROUGH LANDSCAPES,

ABSTRACTS, FIGURES, AND MORE

When an artist does one thing well, the temptation for
him or her is to keep at that one thing, especially if it sells.
In which case, Roi James must be awfully tempted to paint
nothing but representational works. The landscapes he
renders on canvas are lush and atmospheric, his human
figures richly detailed and warm, and they’'ve been quite
successful for the artist. But James isn’t keeping to that one
thing. The Austin artist is also exploring an abstract
painterly series and a geometric assemblage series, and
both are as highly polished as his bread-and-butter land-
scapes and figurative works. He spoke with the Chronicle in
advance of his open studio event this week.

Austin Chronicle: You have some exciting new work in your
studio right now. There are a lot of different streams: You've
been working on these landscapes and figurative pieces, and
now there are abstract paintings and the new Constructs series.
Roi James: For a long time I thought that I'd eventually
settle down and that there would be one consistent thing
that came out, and that would be me. But then I realized
that I was an artist who worked in a lot of different voices,
and that that was okay. I crave discipline — especially liv-
ing this lifestyle! The traditional work keeps me grounded
in discipline — it’s not a very spontaneous type of work.
The Constructs tend to be more fun and playful.

AC: We were talking earlier about pattern; there’s a
Byzantine icon in your collection, and I was comparing the
pattern in that type of work to some of your new stuff.

RJ: The new pieces are so much about pattern. Small
pieces linked together to create a large effect — it almost
creates a euphoric experience, a core visceral sensation.
And I have the same sort of reaction to these pieces as to
the icons, so I know there’s something true about that.
AC: What about the abstract paintings?

RJ: Well, pattern is obviously part of them, too. In these
it’s more organic. They almost have a microscope aspect to
them. Biomorphic abstraction, 1 think, is a phrase that’s
been used. And even in the really geometric pieces, there’s
a sense of atmosphere, a sense of something that feels
man-made juxtaposed with something that feels organic.
AC: This is something that really relates to the landscapes. The
atmosphere is so important, and there’s a sense of the ideal — I

Intermission at Bass Concert Hall got a
lot more interesting last month when Kala
Fine Art filled the building with 80 large
pieces of contemporary art from India.
Director Justin Marx has an in-depth
knowledge of the work being done there
and has met with the artists personally.
Even if you can’t identify every embodi-
ment of Krishna represented, you'll be able
to see how much richness and variety
there is in India’s current art scene, and
you might even discern some of the stylis-
tic generalizations of the subcontinent’s
various regions, such as the flat, intricate
lines, patterning, and distinct filigree style
of Southern India.

One such painting by KG Narendra Babu
has mythical angels filling the sky, hovering
above archways, horses, and people, and
flying alongside a rather modern helicopter.
This enchanting work has no shading of
forms. Within its thick orange border, the
various characters and elements are sil-
houetted against the clear blue sky, each one filled
in with an intricately dense drawing. The artist uses
line quality to populate certain parts of the compo-
sition, and the evenness of the lines is so clearly
obsessive that your initial response is simply a
“wow, that took a really long time.” (Sometimes
it's nice to see the work hours right up front.) Then
your eye settles in to unwind the details of the
story, to discover a mixture of modern items and
religious metaphors.

This show is primarily figurative paintings, but
the styles are very diverse. The mingling of reli-
gious icons with the earthly is reminiscent of Latin
American art — it feels Catholic to me — while other
elements put me in mind of European masters:
Flying figures and animals always make me think

@ gjaooaﬂ@ to (bﬂw Gomvkmtjw/w/vﬂ @vt oﬁ gnam

Evening Calm, by Roi James

put on artists to come up with one particular series that sells
well and then to do only that. How does it make you feel to
honor the urge to experiment, given that you've been so suc-
cessful with your representational work?

RJ: I feel really blessed. ... I know so many artists that are

almost want to use the word “utopian.” I see it in the symme-  struggling for the kind of freedom that I have. And I real- I
try of the compositions and in the polished sense of completion.  ize it may be only temporary, so I try to make the most of ©oo <
, L . : : : ; : . =m®
RJ: I'm definitely searching for something, and that jour- it. I don’t want to look back on my life and think that at =T o
ney shows up in my art. [ look for a sense of harmony and  one time [ was living in this wonderful freedom and I did- m o—m
balance. I think that part of the world is as real and valid n’t take advantage of it. | 5=Z:
as anything else, but there’s so much that diverts our Roi James has an open studio event Saturday, Nov. 20, 11am-5pm, at S
attention from it. 5705 Shoal Creek Blvd. He'll give a talk at 2pm. For more information, call i % =
It i 371-9057. =
AC: It’s really courageous of you to buck the pressure that is > S (éJ
=~ 0o
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October was definitely more treat than trick for the Long a
Center. The organization closed out the month with more %
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than $1 million in pledges. The gifts included $500,000
from James C. Armstrong, doubling an earlier gift; $200,000
from Mary Ann and Andrew Heller on top of an earlier gift of
$50,000; and $100,000 each from Susan and Bobby
Epstein and the Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation. That
puts the center up to nearly $56 million of the estimated
$77 million needed to transform Palmer Auditorium into a
two-venue performing arts center. Executive director Cliff
Redd notes that that still isn’t enough to green-light the bull-
dozers, however, “a variety of initiatives are under way to get
us to a point where we feel comfortable starting construc-
tion.” Among them: Notable Women, a new group aimed at
tapping female philanthropists. Businesswoman Vickie Roan
is leading a steering committee of 40 women committed to
raising $1 million “by asking women to pledge the equivalent
of a latte a day for the next three years.” That's $3,600 per
woman. You go, gals! — Robert Faires

SLIP 9H.L

Entwined, by Shiladitya Sarker

of Chagall, and the heavy loaded strokes of paint
and angular composition of M. Suriyamoorthy’s
Temples recall the stained-glass style of Rouault.
Murugan by Pon Raghunathan — his svelte color
modulations are pure pleasure — appears to fol-
low in the Cubist tradition. These works show a
complete understanding of the tenets of
European art but give them a local twist. Some of
the artwork is so personal and abstract that you'd
never guess the artist’s nationality, like the lumi-
nescent and romantic figures in Entwined by
Shiladitya Sarkar. It speaks of love and intimacy,

The concert has been rescheduled at a rain-

C02’S ‘BUTTERFLY’

The Creative Opportunity Orchestra was
unable to premiere Courage of the Butterfly, a
new jazz composition by Artistic Director Tina
Marsh, as planned last month because its outdoor
concert was rained out. But now that CO2 has
made it back from New York, where it presented
the work at CB’s 313 Gallery, the orchestra is ready
to finally show off the Butterfly for the old home-
town.
free venue — the Helm Fine Arts Center at St.

which knows no borders.

“Modern Myth: Changing Images in Indian Art, Part 1” is on
view through Nov. 30 at Bass Concert Hall. For more information,
call Bass Patron Services at 471-8207 or visit www.kalafineart.com.

Stephen’s School — so come hear the piece that was commissioned by the
Chamber Music America/Doris Duke Charitable Foundation Jazz Ensembles
Project. Saturday, Nov. 20, 8pm, at the Helm Fine Arts Center, St. Stephens,
2900 Bunny Run. For more information, visit www.creop.org. - R.F

— Rachel Koper
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Expanding EAST

THE THIRD EAST AUSTIN STUDIO TOUR DOUBLES THE DAYS,
DOUBLES THE FUN

VISUAL dI'TS

The East Austin Studio Tour is back this
Saturday, Nov. 20, and — drum roll, please!
— Sunday, Nov. 21. After fielding complaints
in the spring that the semiannual tour of
Eastside artists’ studios had grown so that
it was impossible to see everything in one
day, the organizers have officially made it
a two-day affair Which points up just one
more thing that’s nice about EAST. It’s art-
ist-managed, and the artists actually respond
directly to their audience.

This phenomenon of listening and inter-
acting is an important aspect of the tour
There are no professional handlers separat-
ing you and the person making the art, and
you are free to speak your mind to that
person about what you see. Co-founder
and participating artist Shea Little says, “It’s
great to talk to people who feel less inhibited
and talk much more openly than they would
if they were in a gallery situation.”

That's not to say that all artists are
as enthused by the tour setup as Little.
Interaction with an audience can be stress-
ful for the loner painter and the isolated
craftsman. For viewers, though, the contact
with creators can be unexpectedly stimu-
lating. Jana Swec, also a co-founder of the
tour, says, “I think people are surprised by
the intimacy they feel when they enter an
artist’s studio. You feel more connected to
the artist’s thoughts and work.” That may be
because in many cases these studios are not

designed as public spaces. These are places
where the artists live as well as work, and it’s
an act of bravery for these folks to open up
their homes to the world at large. And view-
ers can take advantage of this fact to pick the
brains of that solitary creature, the artist, in
his or her natural environment.

Since they launched EAST just a year ago,
Bolm Studios artists Swec, Little, and Joseph
Phillips (who also collaborate under the
name Sodalitas) have seen the tour change
quickly. Artist participation has increased
from the original 28 studios in 2003 to 51
locations this fall. Little says the accompany-
ing catalog they produce for each tour has
also grown, giving more “East Austin busi-
nesses a chance to advertise.” Significantly,
there is expanded interest from the com-
munity and the media — after speaking with
the Chronicle, the Sodalitas trio dashed off
to another interview at KUT So how do the
founders organize such a large group of art-
ists? “It’s like herding cats,” admits Phillips.
On the other hand, the growth has been
beneficial in attracting outstanding talent.
“It’s all about strength in numbers,” he says.
“Once people see someone they respect on
the tour, they all follow.”

Respectable artists abound on this tour, as
do impressive goods of all kinds. Obviously,
there is a diverse selection of fine art — paint-
ings, drawings, prints, and sculptures in a
range of styles — but the tour also boasts fur-

continued on p.42

Victor, by Sodalitas
at Bolm Studios (48)
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1. Art Amici 19. Ryan McKerley 34. FireWork Blacksmithing
78 San Marcos, 457-0171 2710 E. Cesar Chavez, 477-4776 Studio (closed for EAST)
2. derain 20. Fire Island Hot Glass Studio 1400 Cedar, 699-9738,

1102 E. Cesar Chavez,
480-0688, www.higredsun.com
3. Helmut Barnett
900 E. Third, 578-8011,
www.helmutharnett.com
4, Fisterra Studio
1200 E. Second, 482-0747,
www.fisterrastudio.com
5. Barry George Sculpture Studio
204 Attayac, 477-0131,
www.barrygeorgesculpture.com
6. Galleria Las Americas
1103 E. Sixth, 495-1532
7. Clayworks Studio/Gallery
1209 E. Sixth, 474-9551,
www.clayworks.net
8. Sharon Bright
1313 E. Sixth, 302-1757
9. RedStart Paint Design
517 Navasota, 826-6920,
www.redstart.org
10. Telepathic Tattoos
502 Onion, 478-5752
11. East Side Artist Coop
301-B Chicon, 236-9118,
www.theywhosearch.com
12. Iron Gate Studios
2205 E. Fifth, 495-9994,
www.irongatestudios.org
13. Obsolete Industries Inc.
417 Robert T. Martinez,
480-8710, www.obsolete-inc.com
14. Flux Studio
2401 E. Sixth #2020, 320-0753
15. Red Door 2511 E. Sixth
16. José Acosta
501 Pedernales #2, 565-6064,
www.jose-acosta.com
17. Maggie DeSanto
2711 E. Third, 469-2959
18. Andrew Long
2112 Willow, 450-1045,
www.andrewlong.net

Inc. 3401 E. Fourth, 389-1100,
www.fireislandglass.com

21. Splinter Group
405 Springdale, 385-7220,
www.splintergroup.com

22, elray
3222 E. Fifth, 657-1876,
www.elraylovesyou.com

23. Hard Court Designs
628 Allen, 799-0589,
www.hardcourtdesigns.com

24. Pro Arts Collective
810 E. 13th, 236-0644,
www.proarts.info

25. Peter Staats Photography
1150 San Bernard, 473-2277,
www.lonestar.texas.net/ ~ pstaats

26. Texas Center for Documentary
Photography 1604 E. 11th,
478-8387, www.documentary
photographs.com

27. Alonso Rey-Sanchez
1131 Leona, 220-5277,
www.austingalleries.com

28. Aly Winningham
2009 S.L. Davis, 481-1923
www.terrafirmastudios.com

29. Susan Wallace
2012 E. 16th, 477-2740

30. Katharine Beisner
1724 E. 38th, 708-9407,
www.firekat.com

31. Slugfest Printmaking
Workshop & Gallery
1906 Miriam, 477-7204,
www.slugfestprints.com

32. Flatbed Press & Galleries
2832 E. MLK, 477-9328,
www.flathedpress.com

33. House of Taurus
1404 Cedar, 457-9456,
www.chiahats.com

www.fwbstudio.com

35. Pandora Studios
1180 Pandora, 474-5229
36. Catherine McMillan
701 Tillery Ste. A-2B, 386-9899,
www.memillanphotography.com
37.IDEA
701 Tillery #6 Ste. 3-A,
472-3349, www.idea-art.org
38. Felton Knorra Studios
701 Tillery Ste. A-2, 444-0312
39. lona Handcrafted Books
701 Tillery, Bldg. B, 247-4700
40. Deanna Miesch
701 Tillery Ste. A-3, 385-6278
41. DeCola & Eusebi Studio
701 Tillery Ste. A-11, 402-1785,
www.decola-eusebi.com
42. Littlebird Studios
701 Tillery, Bldg. C, 791-2453,
www.littlebirdstudios.com
43. Studio Zero-One
701 Tillery, Bldg. C, 576-5617
44. Blue Genie Art Industries Inc.
916 Springdale #4, 444-6655,
www.bluegenieart.com
45. Philippe Klinefelter
800 Gullett, 389-1920
46. Ginko Studios
800 Gullett, 389-1920,
www.ginkostudios.net
47. Kollin Baker
5303 Bolm #7-8, 389-5033
48. Bolm Studios
5305 Bolm #10, 385-1670,
www.holmstudios.com
49. Art Schoenig
904 Koerner, 385-4017,
www.goblinsgarden.com
50. Clay River Studio
906 Koerner, 386-5191
51. Kathy Hoover
1109 Walton, 385-2907
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NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Purchase will not improve chances of winning. Limited to legal residents of the contiguous 48 states (D.C. included, but void fo residents of MA and MI) who are smokers 21 or older with a valid government-issued photo ID and driver's license at fime of entry. Void in
MA, MI and wherever prohibited by law. Promotional Period: Promotion begins 12:00:00 a.m. ET 10/1/04 and ends 11:59:59 p.m. ET 1/31/05. A day begins 12:00:00 a.m. ET and ends 11:59:59 p.m. ET of that sume day. Promotion ends 11:59:59 p.m. ET on 1/31/05, or until supply of Plays with
prizes is exhausted, whichever occurs first. To Play: Visit www.camelsmokes.com during Promotional Period and lick on Option | or click on link in e-mail distributed by Sponsor; valid PID, password and e-mail address required for Infernet participation. Follow the online eniry instructions for playing.
When all information is submitted, entrant will be informed whether he/she has won a prize (a “Play”). If you receive message stating, “Congratulations, you've won!,” you win prize stated (subject fo verification). Non-winning messages read, “Sorry, fry again fomorrow.” Entrant may opt-off
Sponsor's distribution list at any fime by following link in Sponsor-disiributed e-mails; opting-off distribution list will not affect entrant's chance of winning. By Mail: If you do not have a PID, hand print on a piece of paper your name, address, e-mail address (if applicable), daytime phone, birthdate and
signed statement, “I cerfify that | am a smoker; that | am 21 years of age or older; and that | want fo participate in The Speakeasy Is Still Roaring Instant Win. | agree to abide by the Official Rules. I understand that giving false information in order fo parficipate in the Promotion may constitute a viola-
tion of law.” Mail completed submission in a 1st-class stamped envelope, along with true photocopy of your currently valid government-issued photo ID to: The Speakeasy Is Still Roaring Instant Win, P.0. Box 5568, Norwood, MN 55583-5568 for receipt by 2/7/05. When mail-in submission is
received/verified for completeness, a judging agency will play on your behalf (while supply of Plays with prizes last). Winners nofified by mail and/or phone; non-winners will not be contacted. Limit 1 Play per person/PID per day. 1,200,000 Plays available. Prizes/Odds: See Official Rules for further
defails. **Grand Prize (1): A pre-owned 2004 Bentley Continental GT, delivered “AS 1S.” ARV: $200,000. Odds 1:1,200,000. First Prize (20): Gaming Table. ARV: $590. Odds 1:225,000. Second Prize (100): Portable Bar. ARV: $399. Odds 1:12,000. Third Prize (100): Art Deco Martini Table. ARV:
$420. 0dds 1:12,000. Fourth Prize (150): Retro Stereo. ARV: $200. Odds 1:8,000. Fifth Prize (100): Pocket Watch. ARV: $150. Odds 1:12,000. Sixth Prize (100): Ultimate Movie Collection. ARV: ST10. Odds 1:12,000. Seventh Prize (3,500): Elixir Glass Set of Four. ARV: S50. Odds 1:343. Eighth Prize
(300): Colibri Retro Lighter. ARV: $40. Odds 1:4,000. Ninth Prize (15,650): Two free packs of any style Camel cigarettes (awarded as product coupons). ARV: $10. Odds 1:77. Total ARV of all prizes: $693,200. Second Chance Drawing: Non-winners will be automatically entered into Second Chance
Drawing to be eligible to win any remaining/unclaimed/forfeited prizes. Odds depend on number of remaining/unclaimed/forfeited prizes, and number of eligible entries received. Limit 1 prize per person/PID in Second Chance Drawing. Subject o Official Rules, available at www.camelsmokes.com.
Sponsor: R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company, 401 N. Main Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27101. The trademarks that identify the various prizes are the property of the respective trademark owners, who are neither sponsors nor endorsers of this promotion. All Promotional Costs Paid By Manufacturer.

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking CAMELLIGHTS

Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 11 mg. “tar”, 0.9 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method.
For more product information, visit www.rjrt.com.
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niture, lamps, jewelry, functional
ceramics, and handmade purses
and clothes. Prices vary widely,
but keep in mind it is basically
wholesale — very affordable for top-
quality items. For all you “think
globally, shop locally” folks, this
may be the perfect opportunity to
start your holiday shopping.

The Fall EAST tour promises
two full days of eye candy and
hospitality. There isn’t room here
to describe everything on the
tour, so I recommend surfing the
Web site to develop a personal-
ized viewing strategy or grabbing
one of those free catalogs with
maps for that. Still, here are a few
spaces that are new to the tour
this fall and worth noting:

* The House of Taurus is the
residence of the amazing Chia.
She will show her new fall/winter
fashion line. (Last year it was
furry Mohawk hats with gorgeous
capes with tassels and fuzzy snap-
on bracelets.) Her partner, Javier
Arredondo, aka DJ Big Face,
will be exhibiting his superflat
paintings along with ceramics by
Yellow Field Pottery and hand-
crafted gifts from Buddha Hill
In addition to the goodies inside,
this house and yard are excep-
tionally well designed by local
mod firm KRDB. It was featured
in Dwell magazine.

* Helmut Barnett makes large-
scale abstract paintings using clean
bold shapes and balanced geometrical forms.
He exhibits primarily in Houston, so this is
rare opportunity to see his work locally.

* Studio Zero-One is a promising-looking
furniture design company in the 701 Tillery
building.
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Visions & Dreams, DeCola & Eusebi Studio (41)

* Red Door studios will be showing paint-
ings, as will RedStart Paint Design. |

The East Austin Studio Tour takes place Saturday, Nov.
20, 10am-5pm, and Sunday, Nov. 21, noon-5pm. For
more information, visit www.eastaustinstudiotour.com.

Mosaic by Pascal Simon at Pandora Studios (35)
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Late, by Helmut Barnett (3)
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Your Holidzy | MESOTHERAPY

AZIZ Skin Wellness Center

H e ad q u a rte rS introduces Dr. Gutierrez on staff

Eurway is the perfect way to deck your halls, spruce p el"f orming services.
up the guest bedroom, find some cool party favors,
or get the perfect gift. Botox™
Restylane
: LE _ e Sclerotherapy|
: |- RERE : ] 476-4131
3 . T Toe T 710 W. 7tn
2236 Braker | AZIZSALON