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Home Cooking
 For this year’s Best of Austin: Restaurants 
Readers Poll, an offshoot of our long-running Best 
of Austin Awards, we invited our readers not just 
to vote on the winners, but to leave comments 
explaining their votes. Some went negative (“All 
the others suckkkkkkk”), some surprisingly erotic 
(“I have dreams about their espresso martini – 
sensual ones”), but mostly they were about how 
good the restaurants on the ballot make them feel: 
 “Great food and great people. It’s like going 
home for dinner with family.”
 “Gives me a sense of home away from home.”
 “Always so homey and delicious!” 
 “This place feels like home.”
 Home. Our readers left 5,565 comments about 
the finalists, and several hundred of them included 
some variation on “home.” It really drives home: 
Dining out isn’t just a transactional experience. 
It’s personal, for hospitality industry workers and 
their guests alike. 
 Typically, it’s diners who go home feeling nour-
ished. I hope with this issue, Austin’s restaurant 
community feels the love going their way, too. 
 – Editor KimbErlEy JonEs

4   overall
Best New Restaurant, Best Chef, and more

6   Dining out
Best Food Truck, Best Fine Dining, and more

8   Cuisine
Best Barbecue, Best Tex-Mex, and more

14  Dishes
Best Burger, Best Breakfast Taco, and more

18  Beverages
Best Margarita, Best Milkshake, and more

22  experienCe
Best Happy Hour, Best View, and more

26  staff piCks
Our faves from 1am burgers to anytime pie

Chronicle restaurant Critic 
Melanie haupt’s top 10 
favorite austin restaurants

1)  Eldorado CafE
2) dE Nada CaNtiNa
3) liNg Wu
4) flo’s WiNE Bar + all day Pizza
5) CaNjE
6) VEraCruz foNda
7) MiCklEthWait Craft MEats
8) oMg squEE
9) Bird Bird BisCuit
10) Dalia’s Tex-Mex

Chronicle restaurant Critic 
taylor tobin’s top 10  
favorite austin restaurants

1)  MiCklEthWait Craft MEats
2) Craft oMakasE
3) dEE dEE NorthErN thai
4) haBaNEro CafE
5) kg BBq
6) El NaraNjo
7) triPPy taCos
8) thE littlE darliN’
9) Bar toti
10) uNdErdog

cover by Zeke barbaro with photos by John anderson,  
Jana birchum, david brendan hall, Getty imaGes

Eldorado Cafe John anderson Micklethwait Craft Meats courtesy of micklethwait
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John Anderson

John Anderson

JAnA birchum

Chef

Bryce Gilmore 
(Barley Swine, odd duck)
F INAL ISTS :  AlexA MejiA (eMMer & rye), 
yoshi okAi (otoko),  
AMAndA turner (olAMAie),  
WilliAM Wong (neW Fortune 2)

“The things this man can do with a pig...” 
– HugH Killis

Established Restaurant

odd duck
F INAL ISTS :  BArley sWine, Chez zee, 
justine’s, l’oCA d’oro

“The food is of high quality but the place 
isn’t stuffy or pretentious. The service is 
fabulous, the menu changes with the sea-
son, they source all of their food locally, 
and everything is delicious!”  – sHelbi Davis

1201 S. Lamar, oddduckauStin.com

Overall 

New Restaurant

craft omakaSe
F INAL ISTS :  Austin’s Very oWn sAltt, BAMBino, PoetA, yelloW rAnger

“Craft Omakase was the single best meal I’ve had in my life. The entire experience is exceptional.”  – TrisTan Marquez

4400 n. Lamar #102, craftomakaSe.com
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JAnA Birchum

Emerging Chef

Braeden mathieu 
(Barley Swine)
F INAL ISTS :  sAM BordAgArAy (CrAFt 
oMAkAse), dAn CAstro (MABuhAy 
Austin), je WAllerstein (FABrik), 
jereMy young (yelloW rAnger)

“The flavor, textures, and presentation of 
each dish is incredible. He is a rising star 
in Austin.”  – CourTney alvarez

Most Missed / 
Dearly Departed

Salt & time
F INAL ISTS :  1417 FrenCh Bistro, 
Citizen eAtery, diner 
BAr, try hArd CoFFee 
roAsters

“That Muffuletta will never be 
forgotten. The burger will live in 
my dreams.”  – JosepH poenisCH

Pastry Chef

mariela camacho (comadre Panadería)
F INAL ISTS :  sArAh MCintosh (éPiCerie), AugustA PAssoW (BArley 
sWine), AriAnA QuAnt (uChi, uChiko, uChiBA), jules stoddArt 
(little olA’s BisCuits)

“I cry tears of joy each time I take a bite.”  – Carlos ruiz De CHavez
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DaviD BrenDan Hall

Breakfast

Kerbey  
Lane Cafe
F INAL ISTS :  Bouldin Creek Cafe, 
Counter Cafe, little ola’s 
BisCuits, sawyer & Co.

“I can’t say enough about their to-die-for 
gingerbread pancakes.”  – Norma Hawes

various locations, kerbeylanecafe.com

Late-Night Dining

Justine’s
F INAL ISTS :  kerBey lane Cafe, roCkin’ 
rolls, 24 diner, yellow ranger

“Justine’s menu checks all of the 
late-night dining boxes: comforting, 
indulgent, and absolutely delicious.”   
– FraNcey GruNd

4710 e. fifth, justines1937.com

Drive-Through

P. terry’s  
burger stand
F INAL ISTS :  Buddy’s Burger, dan’s 
HamBurgers, el taCorrido, 
fresa’s

“Anticipation for the burger grows 
while waiting in the drive-thru line, and 
because they are so efficient I never 
wait long for my reward.”   
– aNdy Vasquez

various locations, pterrys.com

Food Truck

VeraCruz  
aLL naturaL
F INAL ISTS :  Cuantos taCos, 
feral Pizza, kg BBQ, noCCo’s 
naPoletana

“Migas taco on corn for the win! An all-
time favorite, and we always take out-
of-towners here.”  – JeNNy cormaN

various locations, veracruzallnatural.com

Dining OUt 

Solo Dining

ramen tatsu-ya
F INAL ISTS :  Bouldin Creek Cafe, Casa de luz, garBo’s, HoPfields

“Delicious ramen, and slurping noods is much less awkward when you’re dining alone.”  – Kay Marley-Dilworth

various locations, ramen-tatsuya.com
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Place to Take Your Kids

Home sLiCe Pizza
F INAL ISTS :  BatCH Craft Beer & kolaCHes, 
JuiCeland, meanwHile Brewing, 
waterloo iCe House

“Food EVERYONE enjoys, fun menus, 
and dough balls to keep kids placated.”   
– SuSan alexanDer-wilSon

1415 s. congress, 1421 s. congress,  
501 e. 53rd, homeslice.com

Place to Take Your Parents

fonda san migueL
F INAL ISTS :  CHez zee, loro,  
matt’s el ranCHo, mattie’s

“This place is an old standby for taking out-
of-town visitors for its beautiful decor and 
building. The pumpkin seed dip is a must 
have every time.”  – Colleen reilly

2330 W. north loop, fondasanmiguel.com

Bakery

uPPer Crust
F INAL ISTS :  Comadre Panaderia, easy 
tiger, QuaCk’s, sour duCk market

“The cinnamon buns. That’s it.  
That’s the quote.”  – aNNabel osburN

4508 burnet rd., theuppercrustbakery.com

Coffee Shop

radio Coffee  
& beer
F INAL ISTS :  desnudo Coffee, ePoCH, 
texas Coffee traders, turnstile

“Amazing coffee, great vibe and event cura-
tion, food trucks, stellar service.”   
– alexanDra Morton

4204 menchaca rd.,  
radiocoffeeandbeer.com

Jana BircHum

Fine Dining

uCHi
F INAL ISTS :  Barley swine, este, intero, Jeffrey’s

“I always feel pampered here.”  – Keena Miller

801 s. lamar, uchiaustin.com

JoHn anDerson

austinChroniCle.Com/support

support  
Free press.
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John Anderson

Tex-Mex

Eldorado CafE
F INAL ISTS :  Enchiladas y Mas, Matt’s El Rancho, MaudiE’s tEx-MEx, cuRRa’s

“All the different salsas, house margaritas are the bomb, high-quality Tex-Mex, super nice staff.”  – Lisa Roe

3300 W. Anderson, eldorAdocAfeAtx.com

New American

odd duCk
F INAL ISTS :  Barley Swine, DiStrict 
Kitchen + cocKtailS, Foreign & 
DomeStic, maie Day

“EVERYTHING: the vibe, the chef counter, 
the staff, the FOOD, the drinks... ALL STAR 
CREATIONS.”  – JennifeR MiMMs

1201 s. lAmAr, oddduckAustin.com

Barbecue

TErry BlaCk’s BBQ
F INAL ISTS :  FranKlin BarBecue,  
Kg BBQ, leroy anD lewiS BarBecue, 
StileS Switch BBQ

“The barbecue rivals any of the best here in 
Texas. The briskets are moist, and the beef 
ribs are huge. Even when it has a long line 
on their busiest moments, it moves very 
quickly.”  – Hai Do

1003 BArton springs rd., terryBlAcksBBq.com

Seafood

QualiTy sEafood 
MarkET
F INAL ISTS :  the Boat, eSte, garBo’S, 
mongerS marKet + Kitchen

“It gets no fresher in Austin. The throwback 
vibe, the staff, and yeah... it’s where every 
other restaurant picks up their seafood.”   
– BRian MiLLeR

5621 Airport, quAlityseAfoodmArket.com

Southern / Soul

HoovEr’s Cooking
F INAL ISTS :  Fixe, moonShine grill, 
olamaie, whip my Soul

“I met my spouse for the first time at 
Hoover’s. I immediately wanted to dive 
across the table and embrace her on sight. 
Then I was like, I don’t want to spill the fried 
okra on the floor. I’ll never forget how deli-
cious that okra was.”  – setH JoHnson

2002 mAnor rd., hooverscooking.com

Cuisine 
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African

TasTE of 
ETHiopia
F INAL ISTS :  aSter’S ethiopian 
reStaurant, haBeSha,  
palataBle nigerian cuiSine, 
Selam international  
mart & caFe

“Flavorful dishes served in an 
authentic style. My favorite expe-
riences include having someone 
at my table ask for a fork, and 
having the staff erupt in laughter 
at the thought of eating with any-
thing besides injera. Now *that’s* 
authentic Ethiopian dining.”   
– CHRistopHeR CHang

1100 grAnd Avenue pkWy., 
pflugerville; 3801 s. congress #107, 

tAsteofethiopiAAustin.com

Photo by ChAse dAniel /  
Courtesy of AbA

Mediterranean

aBa
F INAL ISTS :  caFe malta, gràcia meDiterranean,  
mezzeme, yamaS greeK Kitchen + Bar

“Lush Mediterranean food. Short rib hummus is amazing!”  – MaRie CoLeMan

1011 s. congress, Bldg. 2 #180, ABArestAurAnts.com/Austin

Cajun

EvangElinE CafE
F INAL ISTS :  cypreSS grill, lil’ eaSy, 
Shoal creeK Saloon, Vic & al’S

“Great Louisiana food. I’ve tried every 
dish that they have. The owner and staff 
are friendly and courteous. Don’t forget 
the music!”  – DeB petRikat

8106 Brodie ln., evAngelinecAfe.com

Caribbean

CanjE
F INAL ISTS :  BiKKle, haBana, plantain 
Bar, traphouSe

“I had a tres leches cake that I wanted 
to live inside of like James and the Giant 
Peach.”  – DaviD MoRLey

1914 e. sixth ste. c, cAnjeAtx.com

Mexican

fonda san 
MiguEl
F INAL ISTS :  el naranjo, la conDeSa, 
Suerte, Veracruz FonDa & Bar

“Fonda perfectly combines freshness, 
quality, service, and heart in their 
dishes. The margaritas will turn you 
upside down too.”  – aLyson newMan

2330 W. north loop, fondAsAnmiguel.com

South American

BuEnos airEs 
CafE
F INAL ISTS :  arepitaS, Four 
BrotherS, inKa chicKen,  
lima criolla

“Their empanadas are out of this 
world.”  – CHineMeReM nwokoLo

13500 gAlleriA cir., u-120, Bee cAve;  
1201 e. sixth, BuenosAirescAfe.com

Middle Eastern / Arab

kg BBQ
F INAL ISTS :  ezoV, peace BaKery 
& Deli, reem’S FalaFel, uSta 
KaBaBgy

“Such a unique combo of flavors. 
Never knew I’d LOVE pomegranate 
and nuts with my BBQ.”  – Joe geRHaRD

3108 mAnor rd., kgBBq.com

Vegan / Vegetarian

Bouldin CrEEk 
CafE
F INAL ISTS :  caSa De luz, juicelanD, 
nori, reBel cheeSe

“Best service while keeping Austin 
weird and fed, with the widest variety 
of vegan options for breakfast (any 
time of day), lunch, and dinner.”  
– tieRRa CHapMan

1900 s. first, BouldincreekcAfe.com

  Best of Austin: RestAuRAnts  //  Cuisine

JAnA birChum
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dAvid brendAn hAll

Chinese

Wu CHoW
F INAL ISTS :  china Family reStaurant, Din ho chineSe BBQ,  
houSe oF three gorgeS, ling wu

“Best braised eggplant on the planet.”  – LiLa osHatz

500 W. fifth #168, WuchoWAustin.com

French

jusTinE’s
F INAL ISTS :  Bureau De poSte, 
épicerie, hopFielDS, péché

“Best place for a date night.”  
– aLfonso HeRnanDez

4710 e. fifth, justines1937.com

JAnA birChum

Thai

THai frEsH
F INAL ISTS :  maDam mam’S, p thai’S Khao man gai & nooDleS,  
Sway, titaya’S thai cuiSine

“OMG hands down best Thai I’ve ever had in any city. Truly no wrong item on the 
menu, but I have to give a special shout-out to their curries. I moved out of state 
and still think about their food.”  – katHRyn tyson

909 W. mAry, thAi-fresh.com

Indian

Clay piT
F INAL ISTS :  naSha, SaFFron, 
Sangam chettinaD inDian 
cuiSine, tarKa inDian Kitchen

“The curry mussels are the best!”  
– saRa HaMza

1601 guAdAlupe, clAypit.com

Korean

korEa HousE
F INAL ISTS :  choSun galBi, an 
nyeong K toFu & BBQ, 
Koriente, oSeyo

“A classic for a reason. They do 
bulgogi right and they don’t skimp on 
the banchan.”  – innes waLkeR

2700 W. Anderson #501, 
koreAhouseAustin.com

Japanese

uCHi
F INAL ISTS :  craFt omaKaSe, Komé, 
otoKo, uchiKo

“Fried ice cream, yum.”  – anna su

801 s. lAmAr, uchiAustin.com

Vietnamese

ElizaBETH 
sTrEET Café
F INAL ISTS :  hai Ky, Sip pho, 
SunFlower VietnameSe 
cuiSine, tan my

“Obsessed with their Tofu Spring 
Rolls. Will drive across town to pick 
them up.”  – Jena uMstattD

1501 s. first,  
elizABethstreetcAfe.com

Italian

paTrizi’s
F INAL ISTS :  aSti trattoria, intero, 
l’oca D’oro, reD aSh

“dear lord, everything here is good, 
amen.”  – saMueL Junk

Behind vortex theAtre, 2307 mAnor rd.; 
1705 cuernAvAcA n., pAtrizis.com

  Best of Austin: RestAuRAnts  //  Cuisine
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Photo by Jane yun / Courtesy of Giant noise

Pizza

Home Slice Pizza
F INAL ISTS :  Bufalina, East sidE PiEs,  
PinthousE, Via 313

“Always perfect. Consistency is key. Meatball and 
onion any day of the week.”  – NormaN ThorNhill

Breakfast Sandwich

Bird Bird BiScuit
F INAL ISTS :  Brooklyn BrEakfast 
shoP, daVid doughiE’s, littlE 
ola’s Biscuits, nErVous charliE’s 
BagEls

“The Queen Beak is one of the best 
things I’ve ever eaten in my life! And I 
love these people!”  – regiNa Bohmfalk

2701 Manor rd., 1401 Koenig,  
birdbirdbiscuit.coM

Breakfast Taco

Veracruz  
all Natural
F INAL ISTS :  JoE’s BakEry & coffEE 
shoP, lazarus BrEwing co., 
tacodEli, taco Joint

“The National Migas Taco of TX.”   
– JohN gross

Taco

Veracruz  
all Natural
F INAL ISTS :  cuantos tacos, nixta, 
tacodEli, torchy’s tacos

“I’ve had a LOT of their tacos and they 
ALWAYS deliver the goods. It’s a quick 
little trip back to Mexico.”  
– roBerTo PeNa 

various locations, veracruzallnatural.coM

Dishes 

Sandwich

Home Slice Pizza
F INAL ISTS :  foodhEads, littlE dEli & PizzEria, 
nEworldEli, thundErcloud suBs

“Their Italian was my first meal after giving birth and it 
SLAPPED.”  – erika sNell

1415 s. congress, 1421 s. congress, 501 e. 53rd, hoMeslice.coM

Jana Birchum
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DaviD brenDan hall

Wings

PluckerS
F INAL ISTS :  hiwings, lao’d 
Bar, tommy want 
wingy, wingzuP

“Can anyone compete 
with Dr Pepper sauce? 
Also the official wings 
of the Texas Longhorns 
and the Verde.”  
– regiNa BogaN

various locations, 
plucKers.coMBurger

JewBoy 
BurgerS
F INAL ISTS :  casino El camino, 
hoPdoddy BurgEr Bar, 
P. tErry’s BurgEr stand, 
turnstilE

“The green chili burger is the best!”   
– aNNeTTe DoNalDsoN

5111 airport, jewboyburgers.coM

DaviD brenDan hall

Noodles / Ramen

rameN tatSu-ya
F INAL ISTS :  BluEfin sushi Bar & ramEn, JuliE’s noodlEs, michi ramEn, 
ramEn512, sazan ramEn

“The vibes, the broth, the tunes!”  – rafael saNTamaria

various locations, raMen-tatsuya.coM

Sushi

ucHi
F INAL ISTS :  komé, nori,  
otoko, uchiko

“Consistently fabulous with a great 
selection. The happy hour is a 
great deal as well.”   
– lyNN roBiNsoN

801 s. laMar, uchiaustin.coM

Dumplings

liN aSiaN Bar  
+ dim Sum
F INAL ISTS :  fat dragon,  
dumPling world, JuliE’s 
noodlEs, nEw fortunE 2

“I crave the soup dumplings.”   
– marTy haND

1203 w. sixth, linasianbar.coM

Salad

ViNaigrette
F INAL ISTS :  BartlEtt’s, Bouldin 
crEEk cafE, chEz zEE, Jack 
allEn’s kitchEn

“I love the giant live oak, I love the 
food, I love the location, I love how the 
patio feels cool despite how unbear-
ably hot Austin is. It’s a little slice of 
heaven.”  – avery PearsoN

2201 college ave.,  
vinaigretteonline.coM/austin

Steak

Jeffrey’S
F INAL ISTS :  alc stEaks, J. carVEr’s 
oystEr Bar & choP housE, 
JustinE’s, maiE day

“Best in class.”  – JeNNifer CarlsoN

1204 w. lynn, jeffreysofaustin.coM

Veggie Burger

P. terry’S 
Burger StaNd
F INAL ISTS :  arlo’s, Bouldin 
crEEk cafE, hoPdoddy 
BurgEr Bar, mission 
BurgEr co.

“Black beans are king.”  
– JeD Taylor

various locations, pterrys.coM

  Best of Austin: RestAuRAnts  //  Dishes



austinchronicle.com   BEST OF AUSTIN: RESTAURANTS 2024   THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE   17

John anDerson

Chicken-Fried Steak

HooVer’S 
cookiNg
F INAL ISTS :  chEz zEE, Jack allEn’s 
kitchEn, moonshinE grill, 
watErloo icE housE

“No one makes ‘em like this 
anymore.”  – riCharD marTiNez

2002 Manor rd., hooverscooKing.coM

Ice Cream / 
Frozen Treat

amy’S ice 
creamS
F INAL ISTS :  gati, lick honEst icE 
crEams, luV fats, zEd’s

“Crush’ns! Always a show!”   
– aNThoNy rozaDa

various locations, aMysicecreaMs.coM

Enchilada

eldorado cafe
F INAL ISTS :  cisco’s, Enchiladas y mas, matt’s El rancho, ViVo

“Rene’s Awesome is my fav, but they’re all great, and the sauces are killer.”   
– JohN haug

3300 w. anderson, eldoradocafeatx.coM
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Jana Birchum

Frozen Cocktail

Loro
F INAL ISTS :  Austin’s Very Own sAltt, the GOlden hOrn, lAO’d BAr, lil’ eAsy

“Gotta love a frozen G&T.” – Jenna Henderson 2115 S. Lamar, LoroeatS.com

Brewery

MeanwhiLe 
Brewing
F INAL ISTS :  Jester KinG, lAzArus 
BrewinG CO., PinthOuse,  
zilKer BrewinG CO.

“Every beer here is always the best 
beer I’ve ever had. Most beautiful tap 
room in Austin, with the most kind 
and educated staff.”  – samuel Junk

3901 Promontory Point,  
meanwhiLebeer.com

Winery

wiLLiaM Chris 
Vineyards
F INAL ISTS :  the Austin winery, 
C.l. ButAud, duChmAn FAmily 
winery, wAnderlust wine CO.

“A real Texas winery that has fabulous 
wine, location, and more and more 
recognition from the world of wine.”  
– Tina melcHer

10352 U.S. hwy 290, hye;  
wiLLiamchriSwineS.com

Distillery

stiLL austin
F INAL ISTS :  deeP eddy, FierCe 
whisKers, titO’s, treAty OAK

“Amazing bourbons, and a very 
unique gin.”  – maTTHew Brown

440 e. St. eLmo, StiLLaUStin.com

Margarita

de nada 
Cantina
F INAL ISTS :  el AlmA, eldOrAdO CAFe, 
mAtt’s el rAnChO, trudy’s

“Nothing hits like a De Nada margarita 
in the iconic pink plastic cup!”  
– alee JaBlonsky

4715 e. ceSar chavez, denadacantina.com

Beverages 
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HOME
COOK
CLASSES
WITH
ESCOFFIER

www.escoffier.edu/goaustin/

Now Offering Classes 
In-Person or Online!

Austin, TX
6020-B Dillard Circle

Austin, TX 78752

Our home cooking classes offer
a diverse range of hands-on
experiences, focusing on various
techniques. They encompass a
wide array of topics, including
cooking, baking, and more!
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Milkshake

P. terry’s 
Burger 
stand
F INAL ISTS :  Amy’s iCe 
CreAms, hOPdOddy 
BurGer BAr, milKy 
wAy shAKes, sAndy’s

“Our kids always tell us 
they’re hungry and want 
P. Terry’s. An hour later, 
the burgers are uneaten 
in the back seat, but the 
milkshake is empty.”   
– seTH JoHnson

varioUS LocationS,  
PterryS.com

Jana Birchum

Wine Selection

BufaLina
F INAL ISTS :  Justine’s, lOlO, three leGGed GOAt, winK

“Happy hour wine pricing!!! Great curated selection.”  – mark norTon

2215 e. ceSar chavez, 6555 bUrnet rd., bUfaLinaPizza.com

Beer Selection

Pinthouse
F INAL ISTS :  BAnGer’s sAusAGe 
hOuse And Beer GArden, 
drAuGht hOuse PuB & Brewery, 
turnstile, wOrKhOrse BAr

“Brew it, we will come!”   
– lance reicHerT

4729 bUrnet rd., 4236 S. Lamar,  
2800 hoPPe trL., roUnd rock; 2201 e. ben 

white bLvd., PinthoUSePizza.com

Cider Selection

austin 
eastCiders
F INAL ISTS :  the BrewtOrium, 
CiderCAde, FAirweAther Cider 
CO., texAs KeePer Cider

“Love the rosé!”  – emily landgren

979 SPringdaLe #130,  
aUStineaStciderS.com

Tequila Selection

suerte
F INAL ISTS :  de nAdA CAntinA, lA 
COndesA, lA hOlly, lAs PerlAs

“The servers know so much about 
the tequilas that I was tempted to 
just admire them. But I ended  
up drinking them too.”   
– James renoviTcH

1800 e. Sixth, SUerteatx.com

Whiskey Selection

the graCkLe
F INAL ISTS :  KinFOlK, lAmBerts, 
seVen GrAnd, wAtertrAde

“A crazy good whiskey selection, 
without all the fancy-pants BS.”   
– lloyd THompson

1700 e. Sixth, fb.com/thegrackLeaUStin

Creative Cocktail

tiki tatsu-ya
F INAL ISTS :  drinKwell, here nOr there, 
hOlidAy, the tiGress PuB

“HELL YEAH. I dream about their boat 
drinks.”  – naTalie swarTz

1300 S. Lamar, tiki-tatSUya.com

Mocktail

arMadiLLo den
F INAL ISTS :  the CAVAlier, the dirdie 
Birdie, sAns BAr, VinAiGrette

“The bartenders really make this place 
special! The Fords Ranch Water is my 
favorite and so refreshing.”  – sTeven Fuller

10106 menchaca rd., armadiLLodenaUStin.com

  Best of Austin: RestAuRAnts  //  BeveRAges

Jana Birchum

Juice / 
Smoothie

JuiCeLand
F INAL ISTS :  Blenders And 
BOwls, COnsCiOus 
CrAVinGs, the sOuP 
Peddler, wOnKy 
Blends

“Simply the best.  
I love the Percolator.”   
– racHel clark

varioUS LocationS, 
jUiceLand.com
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John Anderson

Allergy-Friendly

Bouldin Creek Cafe
F INAL ISTS :  EmmEr & ryE, Odd duck, Picnik, ThE WEll

“Very appreciative of servers’ sensitivity to customers’ 
allergies and requests.”  – Pamela ellen Ferguson

1900 S. FirSt, bouldincreekcaFe.com

Photo by Justin Cook (@CooksCAmerA-7202)

Pop-Up

Zee’s Wiener system
F INAL ISTS :  chilly’s Phillys, cusTard PrisOn, El Pizza BOys, sicc PalETTE (dEEPa shridhar)

“Hands down, the top 5 hot dogs I’ve ever had in my life came from Zee’s. This guy is so passionate, so kind, and truly cares 
about his customers.”  – nelida downie wienerSyStem.com

Bathrooms

eBerly
F INAL ISTS :  BusTy’s, casa Bianca, 
cOdEPEndEnT cOffEE + 
cOckTails, JuniPEr

“Every inch of this place is classy  
and fun.”  – Vanessa miller

615 S. lamar, eberlyauStin.com

Dog-Friendly

CosmiC
F INAL ISTS :  ThE aBGB, chErryWOOd 
cOffEEhOusE, mEanWhilE 
BrEWinG, rEdBud icEhOusE

“Our dog’s favorite place besides Zilker.”  
– Tom ricks

121 Pickle #111, coSmichoSPitalitygrouP.com

Food Event / Festival

austin food & 
Wine festival
F INAL ISTS :  ausTin chrOniclE hOT 
saucE fEsTival, fiEld GuidE 
fEsTival, hOT luck, JEsTEr kinG’s 
funk n’ sOur

“It’s our city’s premier foodie festival.”  
 – keVin scawThorn

ExpEriEncE 

Happy Hour

Bar PeaChed
F INAL ISTS :  Bufalina, lil’ Easy, lOrO, unclE nicky’s

“Love their patio, the Big Breezy, and the variety of food 
offered. I’ve tried all items on the Social Hour menu and 
they are all amazing.”  – krisTi nybro

1315 w. Sixth, barPeached.com
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courtesy of Launderette

Weekend Brunch

launderette
F INAL ISTS :  chEz zEE, disTricT kiTchEn + cOckTails,  
maiE day, mOOnshinE Grill

“The outside when it’s a little cooler is sublime.”  – roberT cahn

2115 holly, launderetteauStin.com

Lakeside Dining

moZart’s
F INAL ISTS :  ThE cOunTy linE, hula 
huT, QuincE, ski shOrEs cafE

“Bring me Christmas time!!!!”   
– marTha hilley

3825 lake auStin blvd.,  
mozartScoFFee.com

View

the oasis
F INAL ISTS :  nidO, P6, sTEinEr ranch 
sTEakhOusE, sWay

“Sunset at Oasis is simply the best 
view in the Hill Country.”   
– danny moyer

6550 comanche trl., oaSiS-auStin.com

Zeke BarBaro

Worth the Drive

Jester king
F INAL ISTS :  krEuz markET, ThE salT lick, TilliE’s, TraTTOria lisina

“There is something serene about sitting at one of the picnic tables in the shade, 
sipping amazing sour beers, and eating either some of the on-site pizza or a 
bring-your-own snack. It’s always a treat at JK.”  – michael Piehl

13187 Fitzhugh, jeSterkingbrewery.com

Ambience

Justine’s
F INAL ISTS :  fOnda san 
miGuEl, hOnEy mOOn 
sPiriT lOunGE, luTiE’s, 
Odd duck

“It’s all in the details. The art, 
the menu, the lighting, and 
creative energy that goes into 
the Winter Tent and every 
single special event. Merci, 
Justine’s!”  – Tobin leVy

Romantic Dinner

Justine’s
F INAL ISTS :  faBrik, inTErO, 
JEffrEy’s, JuniPEr

“I mean, it’s just so sexy.”   
– colby James

4710 e. FiFth, juStineS1937.com

Service

uChi
F INAL ISTS :  crafT OmakasE, EmmEr & ryE, 
Odd duck, OlamaiE

“They truly anticipate your needs before  
you do.”  – mary mcmullen

801 S. lamar, uchiauStin.com

Wild Card:  
Outside the Box

souPleaf (hot Pot dining)
F INAL ISTS :  aTX BEEr ParTy (beer community 
events), caBana cluB (pool/clubhouse/remote 
workspace), sPacE cOWBOy (robot service), 
WandErlusT WinE cO. sPEakEasy 
(multicourse tastings in a wine cave)

“OBSESSED with Soupleaf. Everything is so 
fresh and the ambience is delightful.”   
– carson arkinson

6929 airPort blvd., SouPleaFhotPot.com

Patio

loro
F INAL ISTS :  armadillO dEn, Easy 
TiGEr, ThE GrOvE, JusTinE’s

“Superb food, love the patio dining. 
Austin original!”  – Phyllis barron

2115 S. lamar, loroeatS.com

Playscape

meanWhile 
BreWing
F INAL ISTS :  ThE BOaT, Phil’s 
icEhOusE, rEdBud icEhOusE, 
WaTErlOO icE hOusE

“KIDS! KIDS EVERYWHERE!”   
– mary mendez

3901 Promontory Point,  
meanwhilebeer.com

  Best of Austin: RestAuRAnts  //  expeRience
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Lauren Johnson

Best Pepperoni Pizza on a Patio

Love Supreme
This pepperoni pizza is so delicious, probably my current favorite in the city. The addition of Calabrian chiles takes it over the top, and 
I’ve had it an embarrassing amount of times in the last couple of months. I appreciate that Love Supreme feels casual, yet still a culinary 
treat. Their spacious patio is perfect for doggo parents, UT football watchers, and anyone trying to soak up some time outside.  
 – AssociAte Art Director LAuren Johnson   2805 Manor rd., lovesupreMepizzabar.coM

Kim
berley Jo

n
es

Best Deployment of 
Peanut Butter Since PB&J

BamBino
At this Springdale pizzeria, you can follow up a 
slice of pie (pizza) with a slice of pie (chocolate 
peanut butter). The pizza’s great, but it’s the latter 
this peanut butter addict drools for. You think you 
know creamy peanut butter? Chef Fiore Tedesco’s 
PB mousse is downright luscious – airy and sky-
high, piped on top of a sturdy slab of chocolate 
graham cracker crust. A slice is big enough to 
share, but good god why would you???  
– eDitor KimberLey Jones  

979 springdale, baMbinoaustin.coM

Best Way to “Have Dinner” 
in Milwaukee Without 
Suffering Through AUS 

uptown  
SportS CLuB
On Sunday nights at Uptown Sports Club, Aaron 
Franklin’s restaurant in East Austin, diners can 
indulge in a very Midwestern culinary adventure 
known as Frankie’s Supper Club. This pop-up 
draws inspiration from Wisconsin dining traditions, 
serving hearty dishes like French onion soup, 
ribeye with blue cheese sauce, pork chops with 
balsamic-glazed peaches, and chocolate mousse 
cake. I loved all of these stick-to-your-ribs treats, 
but the ultimate can’t-miss item is the relish tray, a 
Wisconsin-supper-club staple of perfectly pickled 
vegetables, crackers, and a cheese ball studded 
with nuts.  – restAurAnt critic tAyLor tobin  

1200 e. sixth, uptownsports.club 

Most Wonderful 1am Burger

the LittLe DarLin’
Sometimes you want to eat a burger after midnight, and 
sometimes you don’t want to fire up your hot girl IBS on 
the level that In-N-Out or Whataburger is certain to do. If 
what you seek is a juicy chonk of meat cooked by people 
who are classy enough to ask for your preferred done-
ness, topped off with the right cheese-to-sauce ratio 
and fries that slap, look no further than the Little Darlin’s 
cheeseburger.  – news eDitor mAggie QuinLAn  

6507 circle s rd., thelittledarlin.coM

Best Way to Wow Others With  
Your Understated Sophistication

LaunDerette 
I recently found myself at a dinner party at Launderette. A friend, a 
connoisseur of music and much else, ordered wine for the table and 
two of each appetizer. Then, two of each vegetable. A hazy hour 
later, the entrées arrived. I won’t attempt to describe the exquisite 
broth wherein bathed a mound of opened mussels, but suffice it to 
say my colleagues appraise me differently now. Want the respect you 
deserve? Order the mussels.  – stAff writer brAnt bingAmon

2115 holly, launderetteaustin.coM

Staff PickS 
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Jonah Lemm

Most Spotlight-Stealing Dip

Ezov
Baba ganoush is the better hummus. However, it’s rare that this eggplant-tahini 
paste, usually a side dish, is so good that you no longer crave a main course. I’ve 
experienced this in Israel and in Arab backstreet restaurants in Berlin. And at Ezov. I 
was there for my birthday. This baba ganoush was smoky and so smooth, you could 
simply scoop it out of the bowl with the accompanying frena bread. A real gift.   
– visiting Burns Fellow Jonah lemm (Der spiegel) 

2708 E. CEsar ChavEz, Ezovatx.Com

Best Curation of 
Crestview Cold Cuts

LittLE DELi
Ever since I watched The Sopranos for 
the first time last year, all I ever crave is 
an Italian sub. Austin’s got many a sand-
wich artist to choose from, but I rate Little 
Deli’s Classic Italian at No. 1. The shop 
stacks its buns with the most delicious, 
generous portions of capicola, salami, 
ham, and pepperoni; I’d eat these meats 
in front of the fridge too, if I could.  
– staFF writer Carys anDerson  

7101-a WoodroW avE.,  
littlEdEliandpizza.Com

The Hungry  
Vegan’s Best Bet for 
Last-Minute Lunch

East siDE King
Girl, I always forget to eat lunch on time 
and that leaves me starving but indecisive. 
Yet East Side King’s veggie bento – stacked 
with tofu karaage, a roasted Brussels 
sprouts salad, beet home fries, and a fried 
avocado bao bun – gets me fed without 
weighing me down. Star-maker use of Thai 
basil puts ESK in the legend argument.  
–  CalenDar eDitor James sCott  

2310 s. lamar, EastsidEking.Com
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