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 Much like you, I imagine, I’ve done my fair 
share of eye-rolling at Austin circa 2024 – the 
endless development, the glacial pace of prog-
ress, the pack gallop toward the next buzzy thing, 
the heat my god the heat. But every year, my faith is restored 
when we roll out another Best of Austin and tens of thousands 
of our friends and neighbors sing the praises of this city. Their 
enthusiasm is infectious, and it infuses every page of this 
issue. How much enthusiasm? In our finalist round, nearly 
27,000 people cast 285,000 votes and left 12,000 testimoni-
als about the people and places they value most.
 There are a number of folks who contributed to the mak-
ing of this issue, our 34th annual Best of Austin Awards. It’s 
astonishing to me what Art Director Zeke Barbaro can con-
jure from just a few words (this year, it was basically: “what 
if slime?”). Associate Art Director Lauren Johnson is my 
absolute hero for taking on the herculean task of finding art 
for 200+ winners. Copy Editor Kat McNevins spares you 
from our many gaffes and makes us all look good. Systems 

Administrator Brandon Watkins and Web Consultant Brian 
Barry do essential things I don’t understand but am deeply 
grateful for. Too many writers, editors, photographers, and 
interns contributed to list individually, but you’ll find them 
all represented somewhere in the staff box on the left.
 We couldn’t pay any of those folks without the gump-
tion and great dedication of our sales staff, as well as the 
support staff that keep the trains running on time and the 
papers delivered all over town. Managing Editor James 
Renovitch, Marketing + Engagement Manager Cassie 
Arredondo, and PR maven Sarah Wolf are the ones spread-
ing the message of what we do. 
 Finally, I want to say a massive thank you to Associate 
Publisher Cassidy Frazier, whose long-range vision for 
a sustainable future for the Chronicle has powered us 
through a challenging time, and to our owner Nick Barbaro, 
for his awesome commitment to this staff and to the little 
community newspaper he co-founded 43 years ago. 
  - Editor KimbErlEy JonEs
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Performance  
SPace/TheaTre

Paramount Theatre
fInaLISTS: ColdTowne TheaTer, Ground Floor 
TheaTre, The VorTex, ZaCh TheaTre
“I can’t imagine Austin without the Paramount 
Theatre. It’s that iconic.” – Nicole Mueller

713 Congress, www.austintheatre.org

TheaTre DIrecTor

Lisa Scheps
fInaLISTS: KaTie Moore, daVe STeaKley,  
TraCe Turner, Ken webSTer
“Lisa Scheps doesn’t just make theatre, she 
fosters an environment of love and growth. 
I have worked with her three times now as a 
costume designer and this theatre is loving 
and giving and gives me the space to play.”  
– Desiree Humphries

www.groundfloortheatre.org

muSeum

The Blanton 
Museum of Art
fInaLISTS: bulloCK TexaS STaTe hiSTory 
MuseuM, The ConTeMporary ausTin - Laguna 
gLoria, MexiC-arTe MuseuM, Thinkery
“Lots of cool art, great programs for all 
ages. A free day each week, so all are 
able to come and visit.” – Kate Schnack

200 e. MlK, www.blantonMuseuM.org

arT GaLLery

Women  
& Their Work
fInaLISTS: arT For The PeoPle, riCheSarT 
Gallery, SaGe STudio & Gallery, weST ChelSea 
ConTeMPorary
“Thoughtfully curated, highly talented and 
diverse artists, and really awesome peo-
ple managing the gallery.” – Sara Smith

1311 e. Cesar Chavez, www.woMenandtheirworK.org

Courtesy of ruben esquivel

muraLIST

Ruben Esquivel  fInaLISTS: rex haMilTon, JiMinai, SaM SoPer, ZuZu

“Austin OG. Incredibly talented and cares about the community.” – Loida Martinez www.instagraM.CoM/_esquivel

VISuaL arTIST

Elissa Marie
fInaLISTS: rex haMilTon, JereMy The arTiST, 
Gabe lanGholTZ, Cody SChibi
“I looooove Elissa Marie’s work: 
It’s witchy, feminist, and powerfully 
original.” – Angela Polacheck

www.elissaMarieCreative.CoM

Courtesy of Katie folger

acTor

Katie Folger
fInaLISTS: Joe Kelley, KhaTTieQ,  
aMber QuiCK, Kenny williaMS
“She is a fabulous talent! Saw her 
recently and was blown away by her 
energy, wit, and brilliant charm.”  
– Amy Sawtelle www.Katiefolger.CoM

arTS & en TerTaInmenT
ReadeRs POll
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DraG Performer

Brigitte Bandit
fInaLISTS: bobby Pudrido, GoTheSS JaSMine, louiSianna PurChaSe, Maxine laQueene
“Brigitte not only has FIERCE stage presence but is progressing this country as she 
does it. She is an inspiration, a bad bitch, and one hell of a queen.” – Morgan Miller 

www.instagraM.CoM/brigittebandit

cLaSSIcaL muSIcIan

Sophie Mathieu
fInaLISTS: ali CooK, anTon nel,  
GrahaM reynoldS, will Taylor
“Sophie is a phenomenal composer, cellist, 
and collaborator. She continually inspires me 
in my practice as a musician.” – Maura Tuffy

www.sophieMathieuMusiC.CoM

Dancer/choreoGraPher

Stephen Mills
fInaLISTS: CounTry Fried danCe, aJ garCia-raMeau, 
aMy MyerS, VerTariaS
“Ballet Austin has become a national sensa-
tion, almost solely due to Stephen Mills. His 
original choreographed works are being per-
formed globally.” – Norma Hawes

www.balletaustin.org

comeDy TrouPe

Esther’s Follies
fInaLISTS: all niGhT all niGhT all niGhT, biG 
FarT, FuCK ThiS weeK, MaSTer PanCaKe
“Political humor that’s fun to take 
your conservative visiting relatives to 
when they visit.” – Susanne Harm

525 e. sixth, www.esthersfollies.CoM

comeDy cLub/Venue

Cap City 
Comedy Club
fInaLISTS: ColdTowne TheaTer, CoMedy 
MoTherShiP, The CreeK and The CaVe, 
FallouT TheaTer
“The OG for Austin comedy.”  
– Channing Kingery-Boles

11506 Century Oaks ste. B-100, www.CapCityCOmedy.COm
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burLeSque 
Performer

Ginger 
Snaps
fInaLISTS: blaiSe riCin,  
GeMMi GalaCTiC, ruby Joule, 
ZenyTh Gale
“Whether on the ground 
or in the air, Ginger 
Snaps exudes confi-
dence and sexuality with 
every move. A pleasure 
to watch onstage.”  
– Betsy Greytok

www.gingersnapsburlesque.CoM

Courtesy of queer to tell

comeDy/SToryTeLLInG ShowcaSe

Queer to Tell  fInaLISTS: hyde ParK SToryTellinG, MorTiFied, one PaGe Salon, TonGue in CheeK

“Love shines from the stage and fills the room; you leave glowing.” – Melissa Meyer www.instagraM.CoM/queer.to.tell

STanD-uP comIc

Avery Moore
fInaLISTS: roxy CaSTillo, VaneSSa GonZaleZ, 
anGelina MarTin, roChelle MCConiCo
“Her laugh alone is contagious and she 
absolutely slays. ” – Brenda Hubbard

www.instagraM.CoM/lilMisspopoviCh

DraG ShowcaSe

Vixens of Volstead 
Drag Brunch
fInaLISTS: biG TiTS, biGGer dreaMS; boyZ oF auSTin; 
broKebaCK CanTina; brunCh wiTh The babeS
“The Vixens always bring the moves, fash-
ion, drama, and laughs to the patio every 
single Sunday.” – Skyler Korgel

www.instagraM.CoM/vixensofvolstead

fIcTIon wrITer

Sarah Bird
fInaLISTS: alina GrabowSKi, JaCob GroVey, JaMeS 
wade, wraTh JaMeS whiTe
“She always tells a good tale.” – Myra McIlvain

www.sarahbirdbooKs.CoM

nonfIcTIon wrITer

Lisa Doggett
fInaLISTS: GreG MarShall, aManda wallinGSFord, 
aliCia roTh weiGel, lawrenCe wriGhT
“Lisa has lived her life out loud. She is brave 
and steadfast in her mission to educate 
others.” – Barbara Foreman

www.lisadoggett.CoM

new book by  
an auSTIn wrITer

Inverse Cowgirl by 
Alicia Roth Weigel
fInaLISTS: A Curious Mix of PeoPle: The 
underground sCene of ‘90s AusTin by GreG beeTS 
and riChard whyMarK, dArk dAys: fugiTive essAys 
by roGer reeVeS, lowdown roAd by SCoTT Von 
doViaK, you’re An AniMAl by Jardine libaire
“Such an important book!” – Kirt Reynolds

www.instagraM.CoM/xoxy_aliCia

Photo by rusK Photogr a Phy

beST of auSTIn 2024  ::  aRts & enteRtainment  ::  ReadeRs POll
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ouTDoor feSTIVaL

Austin City Limits 
Music Festival
fInaLISTS: abC KiTe FeST, auSTin PSyCh FeST, 
auSTin Trail oF liGhTS, eeyore’S birThday ParTy
“Music and fun times. Best back-to-back 
weekends all year.” – Ruben Sanchez

www.aClfestival.CoM

fILm feSTIVaL

Austin Film Festival
fInaLISTS: aGliFF, Cine laS aMeriCaS, FanTaSTiC 
FeST, SxSw FilM & TV FeSTiVal
“Amazing variety of films, more chances 
for audiences to hear the filmmakers 
speak even at the smaller films, and easy 
for locals to attend.” – Kynna Sullivan

www.austinfilMfestival.CoM

fILmmaker

Richard Linklater
fInaLISTS: PJ raVal, roberT rodriGueZ, hannah 
Varnell, Zellner broTherS
“Legend. Dazed and Confused was one 
of my favorite movies. I never even knew it 
was filmed in Austin till I moved here. It just 
influenced my life and Linklater will always 
be the king in my books.” – Nathan Bernier

www.detourfilM.CoM

carToonIST/ 
comIc creaTor

Rory Blank
fInaLISTS: drew edwardS, Jon ForTenbury,  
SaM hurT, dan PriCe
“Most unhinged comics out there.  
Love ’em to death.” – Daniel Christensen

www.instagraM.CoM/roryblanK

GraPhIc arTIST

Billie Buck
fInaLISTS: rory blanK, TiM doyle,  
dan GriSSoM, Kennon JaMeS
“Love the retro vibe & colors. Captures 
an energy.” – Kim Dunn

www.instagraM.CoM/billiebuCKposters

arTS & enTerTaInmenT 
wILD carD

Strings  
in the Woods
(nature walk + acoustic concert)
fInaLISTS: one ounCe oPera (ProduCTion 
CoMPany dediCaTed To reiMaGininG oPera), 
underGround VoiCeS (oPen MiC ShowCaSe)
“Will Taylor has created a truly unique 
and beautiful way to bring nature 
and music together. He is an Austin 
treasure.” – Brett Bachus

www.stringsinthewoods.CoM

moVIe TheaTre

AFS Cinema
fInaLISTS: alaMo draFThouSe 
Mueller, alaMo draFThouSe 
SlauGhTer lane, alaMo 
draFThouSe SouTh laMar,  
VioleT Crown CineMa
“A cinephile’s nirvana.”  
– John Langmore

6406 n. i-35 ste. 3100,  
www.austinfilM.org/CineMa
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Best summertime 
Community Builder 
on the eastside

Jump On It 
Week
In 1997, 78702 native NOOK Turner 
co-founded Jump On It as a teenager 
alongside civil rights activist Dorothy Turner 
(no relation) and his mother after the former 
called for more Black activity at Rosewood 
Park. The summertime extravaganza 
has experienced a multitude of changes 
throughout the years, but NOOK’s resilient 
vision for an Eastside hub fostering Black 
community keeps its heartbeat alive. His 
event’s current format features music, panels, 
youth-targeted workshops, and a celebrity 
basketball game. This year’s occasion 
occurred on June 2-9 and tapped raunchy 
rapper Sukihana as a headliner.

www.jumponitonline.com

Best teenage twang

Pedal Steel 
Noah
On a friend’s Instagram story earlier this year, 
I immediately recognized a curly-haired, 
cowboy-hatted teen seated behind his 
vintage instrument. Wait, Pedal Steel Noah 
lives here?? Indeed, Instagram favorite Noah 
Faulkner – known for twangifying Eighties 
rock songs alongside his bassist brother 
Nate and their dog Kara – is from Austin. 
With deep roots in the country scene, he 
was taught piano by Bukka Allen, and later 
received his first and only pedal steel guitar 
lesson from Lloyd Maines. Faulkner self-
educated from there, leading to his Texas 
Madness EP, which reworks Joy Division 
and the Cure. Austin industry catches up 
with 2024 appearances at SXSW and the 
Ameripolitan Awards, where he wore his 
signature patterned Crocs.

www.instagram.com/pedalsteelnoah

DaviD BrenDa n H a ll

Best all-star latin launCh

Besame Mucho
March madness in Austin prompts more culture-altering installs than the World’s Fair. Unknowingly to no particular 
segment of the Live Music Capital, perhaps, a game-changer arose on March 2 at Circuit of the Americas. Across 
12 hours, seven dozen Hispanic acts rampaged on four stages for what could only be characterized as a Latin 
Lollapalooza. A time-warping cross section of vintage, traditional, and contemporary headliners played to a wholly 
brown demographic 55,000 strong – at no-poser prices. Behold a whole new music festival, one programmed for fans 
no longer in the minority. ATX paves the way forward: MX, TX, ALLX.

www.besamemuchofestival.com/austin

Best wine 
Bar arts 
Programming

Community 
Garden
In its first year of wine-slinging, 
Community Garden has blossomed into 
a bona fide Eastside staple, wasting no 
time in curating ultra-cool weekly pro-
gramming. Complemented by hanging 
pothos vines and a stellar vinyl sound 
system, recent schedule standouts 
include zine markets, poetry readings, 
and dinner pop-ups. Frequent CG Live 
music series lands on Thursdays, with 
past performances from pop experi-
menters Felt Out and atmospheric song-
writer Schaefer Llana. Pair with an açaí 
bowl or natural wine for a perfect night.

1401 cedar ave. #2, communitygardenaustin.com

Best Folk  
Fest reFresh

Welcome 
Home Fest
Reimagined by longtime Kerrville 
Folk Festival organizer Amy Sue 
Berlin, Welcome Home preserves the 
freewheeling spirit of its parent festival 
while drawing new attendees into the 
songwriter’s paradise. Compared to 
its behemoth 18-day sister fest, the 
intimate weekendlong event makes 
a point to recruit younger, queerer, 
and more diverse acts. Last October’s 
attendees camped under pristine skies 
and caught sets from folk-focused 
headliner Adrianne Lenker and R&B 
hellraisers Sir Woman. Come for 
the music, stay for the community: 
Campfire story-sharing and finger-
picking sessions run late into the night.

www.kerrvillefolkfestival.org/ 
welcome-home-fest

arts & en tertainment
CritiCs PiCks
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Best musiCian  
matChmaking event

The Hideaway Jam
There are a lot of great jams around town geared toward meeting 
other musicians and landing gigs, but few are able to thread the 
needle between inclusivity and professional opportunity quite like the 
Hideaway Jam. The sign-up sheet model might be part of what makes 
it so successful, but the not-so-secret ingredient in this mix is Jim 
Briggs. The host and guitarist radiates warmth. Like Briggs, many of the 
jam’s regulars are musical powerhouses, but they’re also sweethearts. 
That’s what makes the whole affair feel distinctly Austin. Some jams 
are centered around a genre. This one is centered around an attitude.

www.hellajimbriggs.com/the-hideaway-jam

most uP-and-Coming 
Community theatre in  
a 135-year-old Building

Bastrop Opera House
Just 30-or-so miles outside of Austin, the Bastrop Opera House has 
provided entertainment for Central Texans since 1889. The historic 
theatre took various forms in its history, including as a movie theatre 
and youth community center. Today, it hosts unique performances 
nearly every weekend. Earlier this year, the small-town theatre took 
home 13 of 20 BroadwayWorld Austin Awards, including Favorite 
Local Theatre, Best Play, and Best Direction of a Musical. But the 
Opera House isn’t resting on its laurels: Upcoming productions 
Moon Over Buffalo, Treasure Island, and Young Frankenstein are all 
reasons to mull a trip to our neighbors to the east.

711 spring st., bastrop, www.bastropoperahouse.org

Best Zine 
liBrary with 
a Friendly Cat

Sherwood 
Forest Zine 
Library
This independently run media 
library is located in someone’s 
living room. Since 2012, 
founder Michelle has shared 
her thoughtfully arranged 
collection of zines for free as 
a passion project. Every other 
Saturday she opens her home 
to visitors to flip through and 
borrow from thousands of DIY 
projects covering an array of 
topics like gardening, comedy, 
politics, literature, and more. 
A uniquely cozy experience, 
you’re welcome to sit and 
peruse through the creations 
while Twister the affectionate 
cat naps and plays beside you. 
Another perk: When you com-
mence your membership, you’ll 
receive a darling laminated and 
personalized library card.

www.sherwoodforestzinelibrary.org

Courtesy of P ooneH GH a n a

Best PhotograPher-turned-Booker

Pooneh Presents
It’s hard to overestimate the impact of Texas native Pooneh Ghana’s concert photography style on the 
Instagram era. On her saturated feed, she’s on tour with all-stars Noah Kahan and Olivia Rodrigo, then back 
in town for ACL Fest and killer Danny Brown portraits. Locals benefited big-time from her longtime between-
Austin-and-L.A. status with the launch of Pooneh Presents, a concert series at Radio Coffee’s excellent 
second location, Radio/East. Her astute taste in of-the-moment rock, punk, and pop played out in two 
blowout spring break shows – packing Dry Cleaning, Omni, and Snõõper alongside locals Big Bill and Font – 
and continues monthly with colorful posters by Austin artist Cat Barrera.

www.poonehghana.com

Ja n a BirCHum

most surPrising  
drag semiCentennial

Hole in the Wall
Record stores, restaurants, and even full-on build-
ings (does the standalone “Hi, How Are You” wall 
make you more happy or sad?) disappear from the 
Drag at lightning speed these days, but somehow, 
Hole in the Wall has prevailed. The restaurant/
arcade-turned-everyday music venue has officially 
reached its golden anniversary, and it’s continued 
to launch the careers of nationally celebrated acts 
without losing its character. The women’s bathroom? 
Still has two toilets! The drinks? Still cheap! Thanks 
to a 2023 check from the Iconic Venue Fund, the 
oft-endangered club secured its lease for another 20 
years. Thank God some things never change.

2538 guadalupe, www.holeinthewallaustin.com

Best resurreCted 
movie rental sPot

We Luv Video
The iconic I Luv Video movie rental stores, the 
last of which closed in 2020, have been revived 
in the form of a nonprofit. We Luv Video in North 
Loop now holds the former business’ remark-
able collection of DVDs and VHS tapes, pre-
serving physical media and the experience of 
picking out what to watch in person. Even if you 
don’t have a DVD player, it’s a comfort to return 
to the tactile world, attend screenings, and meet 
other folks who love cinema. There’s ultimately 
no permanence in streaming, but a VHS tape of 
a weird sci-fi alien abduction film is forever.

100 e. north loop, www.weluvvideo.org

most immersive art 
gallery in a garage

Goodluckhavefun
In most art galleries, the standard is big white 
walls and framed art – classic but not necessarily 
transformative. What sets the Downtown-adjacent 
Goodluckhavefun gallery apart – other than its 
location within an Enfield Road garage – is how 
each exhibition that founders/curators Tim and 
Kira McCool put on completely reinvents the 
space to immerse the audience in an artist’s 
world. Viewers will find art spilling free from its 
frame to transform everyday objects like a garage-
door pull cord into pieces themselves. No matter 
where you look in the GLHF space, you’ll find art.

1207-a enfield, www.glhfgallery.com

Best oF austin 2024  ::  Arts & EntErtAinmEnt  ::  CritiCs PiCks
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SUPPORT
FREE  
PRESS

Please consider supporting  
The Austin Chronicle. 

For just a few bucks, you can help  
us keep delivering the news.

aUSTinChROniClE.COm/SUPPORT

HOME
COOK
CLASSES
WITH
ESCOFFIER

www.escoffier.edu/goaustin/

Now Offering Classes 
In-Person or Online!

Austin, TX
6020-B Dillard Circle

Austin, TX 78752

Our home cooking classes offer
a diverse range of hands-on
experiences, focusing on various
techniques. They encompass a
wide array of topics, including
cooking, baking, and more!
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IntImate  
LIve musIc venue

Hotel Vegas
FInaLIsts: Antone’s, ContinentAl Club,  
elephAnt Room, sAxon pub
“They book the best acts. There’s  
nowhere else I’d rather get my eardrums 
blown out at.” – Ashley Manley

1502 E. Sixth, www.tExaShotElvEgaS.com

Dance cLub

Cheer Up Charlies
FInaLIsts: bARbARellA, CoConut Club, elysium, 
outeR heAven DisCo Club
“Inclusive club with live music and a lively 
patio scene. It’s refreshing to go to a club 
where it doesn’t matter if you’re dressed 
up or down.” – Kay Marley-Dilworth

900 REd RivER, www.chEERupchaRliES.com

cheap Date

Peter Pan Mini-Golf
FInaLIsts: buzz mill, the CAvAlieR,  
CRown & AnChoR pub, the lost well
“Slice of history (get it?)” – Kristen Drenning

1207 BaRton SpRingS Rd., www.pEtERpanminigolf.com

cocktaIL bar

Roosevelt Room
FInaLIsts: smAll viCtoRy, the tigRess pub,  
tRonA, whisleR’s
“Absolute Vibe.” – Danny Brock

307-B W. FiFth, WWW.therooseveltroomatx.com

DIve bar

Nickel City
FInaLIsts: bACk lot, bARfly’s, Deep eDDy CAbARet, 
woRkhoRse
“Cool hang.” – Charles Dickey

1133 E. 11th, www.nickElcityBaR.com

DaviD BrenDa n H a ll

Large LIve musIc venue

Mohawk
FInaLIsts: ACl live, mooDy CenteR,  
mooDy AmphitheAteR At wAteRloo pARk, stubb’s
“I like my music venues like I like my men – 
dirty and cheap.” – Susan Sharp

nIghtLIFe
ReadeRs POll

outDoor venue

Mohawk
FInaLIsts: CheeR up ChARlies, fAR out lounge,  
mooDy AmphitheAteR At wAteRloo pARk, stubb’s
“Vibes are strong. Shows are always killer.  
Great bar and beer selections.” – Miguel Leon 912 REd RivER, www.mohawkauStin.com
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Queer party

Neon 
Rainbows
FInaLIsts: Atx vogue nights, pApi siii, 
QueeRbomb, sApphiCs AfteR DARk
“Queer country night is just 
about the most Austin thing 
imaginable.” – Ty Stonecipher

www.inStagRam.com/nEonRainBowStx

pooL haLL

The Grand
FInaLIsts: ARistoCRAt lounge, betsy’s 
billiARDs, fAst eDDie’s, sliCk willie’s
“Hands down best pool hall in 
town! Cleanest as well. Never 
going anywhere else.”  
– Caleb Rich

4631 aiRpoRt #121, www.thEgRandatx.com

aDuLt cLub

Yellow Rose
FInaLIsts: the Doll house,  
mAximus men’s Club, pAlAzio men’s 
Club, ReD Rose
“Complimentary limo service 
and great lobster.” – Uriel Reyes

6528 n. lamaR, www.yEllowRoSE.com

Jukebox

Casino El Camino
FInaLIsts: bACk lot, bARfly’s, CAsino south siDe lounge, 
Deep eDDy CAbARet
“Because it’s CASINO! My home away from 
home since opening week.” – Meg Geminden

517 E. Sixth, www.caSinoElcamino.nEt

trIvIa nIght

The Little Gay Shop 
Queer Trivia with  
Aira Juliet
FInaLIsts: bRAinCell bAttle musiC tRiviA At tweeDy’s, 
pluCkeRs wing bAR, sobeR & funky tRiviA night, tRiviA 512 
At RADio Coffee & beeR
“Consistently my favorite night with friends and 
community. Aira is the kind of star that welcomes 
everyone into her light. And she’s fucking funny.” 
– Lindsey Christensen

www.inStagRam.com/cantBREathEwithnoaiRa

LgbtQIa cLub

Cheer Up Charlies
FInaLIsts: CoConut Club, the iRon beAR,  
oilCAn hARRy’s, RAin on 4th
“Cutest, neonest, most QUEER-friendly –  
truly for all.” – Michelle Budin

900 REd RivER, www.chEERupchaRliES.com

JoHn a nDerson

bartenDer

Maria Rodriguez (Cheer Up Charlies)
FInaLIsts: Dominic Lara (The conTinenTaL cLub/c-boy’s hearT & souL), oscar marTinez (corinne/ 
The LobbyisT), aLex mikruT (bar PeacheD/chef bar), branDon PaTrick (DoubLe TroubLe)
“The kindest, sweetest soul to be around. Goes above and beyond to  
take care of everyone around her!!” – Sydney Bastian

Ja n a BircHum

nIghtLIFe  
WILD carD

Tiny 
Minotaur
(immersive/live 
action DnD tavern)
FInaLIsts: sliCk DiCk’s wilD 
RiDe (inteRACtive plAyhouse 
for aDuLTs), Tx emo cLub 
(emo ParTies)
“My little geek heart 
swoons!” – Elizabeth Means

2701 E. cESaR chavEz,  
www.tinyminotauR.com

sports bar

Haymaker
FInaLIsts: the bon AiRe, lAvACA stReet bAR, 
pluCkeRs wing bAR, the tAveRn
“Best beer selection, and shows 
even the most obscure games  
I request!” – Keith Sandel

2310 manoR Rd., www.haymakERauStin.com

bar For sIngLes

Cheer Up 
Charlies
FInaLIsts: bACk lot, bellAs bAR,  
lAtChkey, tRonA
“For the gaaaays” – McLean Carrington

900 REd RivER, www.chEERupchaRliES.com

pLace For sober 
socIaLIzIng

Radio Coffee & Beer
FInaLIsts: ARmADillo Den, CosmiC Coffee,  
epoCh Coffee, sAns bAR
“Lovely outdoor and indoor spaces  
and plenty of good nonalcoholic drinks.”  
– Candice Brusuelas

4204 mEnchaca Rd., www.RadiocoffEEandBEER.com

karaoke

Ego’s
FInaLIsts: the Common inteRest, hole in the wAll, 
outeR heAven DisCo Club, RuCkus kARAoke
“Great staff, cheap drinks, fun environment 
and crowd.” – Paul Zienty

510 S. congRESS, www.inStagRam.com/EgoSBaRatx

best oF austIn 2024  ::  NIGHTlIFe  ::  ReadeRs POll
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Best two-stepping Lessons

Double or Nothing  
Two-Step
Vanessa Vaught’s two-stepping lessons are the portal you pass 
through to be inducted into South Austin’s thriving country scene. 
Anyone who has felt intimidated by the whirling dance floor at 
Sagebrush or Sam’s Town Point is guaranteed to melt their fears 
away by attending one of her weekly beginner lessons. Vaught’s 
approachable and concise teaching style, combined with her handy 
Instagram calendar of country music to dance to each night around 
town, has made her a mainstay of the scene, symbiotic with the 
musicians. Once you’ve gotten your sea legs, you can move on to 
intermediate or advanced classes, take a private lesson, and bust a 
move at any honky-tonk with confidence.

www.doubleornothingtwostep.com

Best Drag Loteria night

Lotería With Santina
Actor, model, spiritual guide, event producer, and drag queen: Vida 
Santina can pretty much do it all, and that includes emceeing the 
always-fun monthly lotería night at Revival Coffee. Santina entertains 
her guests with jokes and lip-synching and bouncing off special guest 
performers, such as Cynthia Lee Fontaine from RuPaul’s Drag Race. 
Want to take a breather? Peruse the wares from new partner La Cooltura 
Market and sample the eats from on-site food truck Pinches Tacos. A 
celebration of queer and Latino culture, Lotería With Santina is a win.

www.instagram.com/santina_atx

Best after-hours events  
for grownup art geeks  
& Drama kiDs

The Cathedral ATX
From poetry readings to burlesque, the Cathedral ATX has become 
one of Austin’s most fascinating venues. From the outside looking 
in, it’s innocent enough. Carved from the sacred bones of New Hope 
Missionary Baptist Church, it now acts as an art gallery-slash-shared 
workspace for artists and their ilk by day. Then when night falls, it 
transforms into something unholy. While all the good boys and girls flavor 
their lips with whispered prayers before bedtime, the patrons of Cathedral 
ATX sip stronger spirits, appreciating art from local woman-identified 
masterminds and taking in the sights and sounds of a night-tipsy Austin.

2403 e. 16th, www.thecathedralatx.com

photo by Ja mes Renovitch

Best Bar we want to hate

Sign Bar
It’s fitting that this illuminated shrine to “old” Austin is halfway between the heart of the city and Elon Musk’s Gigafactory. The premise of the bar 
smacks of manufactured nostalgia, and at first glance, it’s hard not to wince at the walls, chockablock with signage from beloved local haunts, past 
and present. However, bring a few friends, have a seat, and let the reminiscing begin. It’s impossible to avoid and undeniably pleasant. Also, if the 
lights get too bright, and you hunger for something a bit more “authentic,” there’s a convenient path that leads right to Donn’s BBQ.

9909 Fm 969 bldg. 3, www.signbartexas.com

nightLife
CritiCs PiCks
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Best DimLy Lit Bar  
revivaL to meet aLL neeDs

Tweedy’s
When the Spider House Cafe closed in 2020, Tweedy’s rose from its 
ashes. Decorated with vintage concert posters and twinkling Christmas 
lights, the revived dive bar revels in its dark (literally) rock & roll atmo-
sphere. Enjoy a casual night out with the revolving rotation of punk and 
New Wave and a wide selection of cocktails and draft beers to choose 
from. The spacious outdoor patio is the ideal spot for socializing and 
smoke breaks, while the Counter Culture on-site food truck and arms-
length-away Zucchini Kill Bakery make for optimal late-night munchies.

2908 Fruth, www.instagram.com/tweedysbar

Zek e b a Rb a Ro

Best new patio for patio-ing

Double Trouble
Roast gods at Barrett’s Coffee not only sling the best brown in town, but feature it prominently at their satellite cafe, Double Trouble, the North Loop coffee shop with 
the best backyard in Austin. And while this is a bold ruling by us, the quality content that they host on their patio speaks for itself: Tarot Tuesgay, Mario Kart tourneys, 
Babe ATX Open Deck Femme and NB DJ night (a mouthful fo sho!), and more. Or, heck, maybe you just want a fresh morning cup with just the right amount of 
sunshine peeking through the trees. Oh, us? We’re just over here crushing orders of vegan flautas and a half-dozen frozen cocktails while listening to the grackles fight.

103 e. north loop, www.instagram.com/doubletrouble.atx

Creepiest DoLL  
CoLLeCtion at a Bar

Mama Dearest
Like dead babies? They’ve got ’em! Well, their likeness at least. 
There are so many creepy baby dolls hanging above your head at 
Mama Dearest that we would not venture to count them. There are 
other eerie dead things to take in – think Norman Bates’ office meets 
Leatherface’s cocktail lounge – but the baby dolls are so prominent 
that the bar has been forced to lay down the law for patrons. “Mama’s 
Rule: Don’t Fuck the Dolls.” Fear not: If you’re looking for dead things 
you can put in your mouth, the food truck serves chicken and beef.

515 pedernales st., www.instagram.com/mamadearestatx

Best firepit  
situation at a Bar

Armadillo Den
Some smart scientists say fire is what made us human. 
So imagine being tipsy outside, listening to a live local 
band, and gobbling up a fat fried-chicken sammy 
without a fire. The inhumanity! Luckily, Armadillo Den 
gets it. They’re not the only watering hole in Austin that 
prioritizes the pyromanics among us, but between the 
quality and quantity of their firepits, they’re at the top 
of the flame game. And if you can’t find a seat near the 
flames, they’ve thoughtfully distributed hardy blankets 
around the whole joint so you can stay warm while you 
wait for a spot to open up.

10106 menchaca rd., www.armadillodenaustin.com

Best tuesDay  
Bingo night

Bat City Bingo at 
Long Play Lounge
The Long Play not only boasts the sexiest selection of 
wax on tap, but also hosts a heck of a fun bingo night 
brought to the folx of Crestview and Highland by Bat 
City Bingo each Tuesday night. Free to play, provided 
you’re 18+, the prizes range from records to clothing 
to plants to books, and a new game starts each half 
hour between 7pm and 9pm. Grab a partner and a 
cocktail, then bingo-up with all the other flirty bingo-
heads waiting for the best call of the night: O-69.

704 w. st. Johns ave., www.instagram.com/batcitybingo

Ja n a biRchum
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Ja n a biRchum

CLeanest Bathrooms on Dirty sixth

San Jac Saloon
It ain’t saying much, and yet, it really, really is. In a pissy pinch, there’s probably no better place to relieve 
yourself on Dirty Sixth than San Jac Saloon. These guys have toilet paper. We repeat: There is toilet paper. 
Pee on the seat? Not usually! The doors close properly. The sinks work well. And crucially, the lighting 
is bright – a good indication they have nothing to hide. Women love giving compliments and spilling the 
beans in bathrooms, but when you’re hurrying to escape your own gag reflex on Dirty Sixth, it’s hard to 
connect. Now here’s a watering hole you can actually make friends in.

300 e. sixth, www.sanJacsaloon.com

Best new Brewery

Prost Alehouse
“Best New Brewery” is a coveted title in the craft beer 
industrial complex and no amount of coaxing from my 
editor could entice me to change the title of this here award 
to something “more interesting” or that has “something, 
anything to do with Nightlife” because dangit, “BEST” and 
“NEW” and “BREWERY” are three words that any plucky 
upstart beer maker gets a shot at but once in its entire life-
time! Prost Alehouse is kicking so much ass tonnage with 
their turn-of-the-century, two-story brick masterpiece that 
overlooks a charming small-town main street that Texas is 
so famous for. This Pflugerville outfit is brewing a variety of 
inspiring lagers and delicious ales and is unafraid to take a 
schwarzbier into the summer season. We love that for us. 
They also host a banger of a Mexican hamburguesa truck 
in their courtyard that we fuck with. (Ed. note: All of which 
you can enjoy ... at night.) So, yeah, they’re getting the most 
basic, yet most alluring award title we dole out because 
they’re those three things: “Best New Brewery.”

115 e. main st., pFlugerville, www.prostalehouse.com

Best Bar  
for wine nerDs

The Violet 
Crown
Tucked in a quiet Brentwood block, you’ll 
find the Violet Crown, a sunny and airy 
destination for wine aficionados and 
newbies alike. Owners Grant Richardson 
and Chris Nagelhout focus their list on 
natural wines, which they source from all 
over the world. Their staff knows these 
wines inside and out and lends their 
expertise in a way that feels genuine 
and friendly rather than know-it-all-ish. 
Tell your bartender which wines you 
generally prefer, let them choose an ideal 
low-intervention bottle for you, and enjoy 
Violet Crown’s serene vibes and excellent 
cheese and charcuterie selection.

7100 woodrow, www.thevioletcrownatx.com
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Radio PRogRam

Texas Standard
(KUT News)
FiNaLiSTS: The Breaks (kUTX), The CJ Morgan show 
(101X), DoUBle heaDs VarieTy hoUr (kooP raDio), 
Mornings With Matt and BoB (KLBJ-FM)
“Local news and great hosts.” – Casey Papovich

www.texasstandard.org

Radio STaTioN

KUTX 98.9
FiNaLiSTS: KMFa CLassiCaL 89.5,  
kooP raDio, kUT news, sUn raDio
“No one else cares as much about Austin 
musicians. This is the best radio station in 
our entire country.” – Kat Moody

300 w. dean Keeton, www.Kutx.org

PRiNT PubLicaTioN

The Austin 
Chronicle
FiNaLiSTS: austin aMeriCan-statesMan, 
aUsTin MonThly, CoMMUniTy iMPaCT,  
The TeXas oBserVer
“Telling the TRUTH, with sass, for 
over 40 years.” – Tex Obie

1000 e. 40th, www.austinchronicle.com

oNLiNe  
media ouTLeT

KUT.org
FiNaLiSTS: The aUsTin ChroniCle,  
The aUsTin CoMMon, rePorTe aUsTin,  
The TeXas TriBUne
“Most reliable, smart, engaging, 
and always there!” – Donna Bueche

300 w. dean Keeton, www.Kut.org

John A nderson

ciTy oFFiciaL

District Attorney José Garza
FiNaLiSTS: City CounCiL MeMBer Vanessa Fuentes, City CounCiL MeMBer natasha harper-Madison, City CounCiL MeMBer Zo Qadri, Mayor KirK Watson
“Hold strong, José! We voted for you because of what you stand for. US!” – Holly Sellers

www.traviscountytx.gov/district-attorney/our-office/meet-the-da

PodcaST

The Night Owl
FiNaLiSTS: paranorMaL putas, QueertoWne, 
sUsTo, UnsUng horrors
“The paranormal is not always some-
thing to be feared, and if you’re looking 
for proof, this podcast proves that even 
the afterlife can be heard.” – Greg Munoz

www.thenightowlpodcast.com

photo by M
ichAel M

inAsi / KUt

Radio oR PodcaST HoST

Jerry Quijano
(All Things Considered - Austin)
FiNaLiSTS: sTePhen BelyeU (The nighT owl), ayDen 
CasTellanos (sUsTo), korey ColeMan (DoUBle 
toasted), Mindy hoFMan (WoMen oF austin)
“I just love how he says his name.  
I listen just for that.” – Kristin Henn

www.kut.org/people/jerry-quijano-kut

PoLiTicS & media
ReadeRs POll
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todd V. Wolfson

WeaTHeRPeRSoN

Jim Spencer (KXAN)
FiNaLiSTS: krisTen CUrrie (kXan), aVery ToMasCo (CBs aUsTin),  
hUnTer williaMs (kVUe), Chikage winDler (CBs aUsTin)
“Always the best, ahead of the rest. Energizer bunny Jim just keeps on tickin’.  
Give that man a storm.” – Dennis Schneider Kxan, 908 w. mlK, www.Kxan.com

TV NeWS

KXAN
FiNaLiSTS: CBs austin, FoX 7, KVue,  
sPeCTrUM news
“Absolutely love my KXAN news all 
day. Great teams.” – Steve Cardenas

908 w. mlK, www.Kxan.com

TV aNcHoR/
RePoRTeR

Quita  
Culpepper (KVUE)
FiNaLiSTS: John-CarLos estrada (CBs 
aUsTin), Chelsey khan (CBs aUsTin), BriTT 
Moreno (kXan), TreVor sCoTT (CBs aUsTin)
“She’s one of us!! Very much a 
woman of the people and for the 
people.” – Erin Geisler

www.x.com/quitac_kvue

SPoRTScaSTeR

Roger Wallace (KXAN)
FiNaLiSTS: ed CLeMents (neWsradio KLBJ and espn 102.7 
austin), dennis de La peña (FoX 7), JeFF Jones (KVue), 
Craig Way (aM 1300 the Zone)
“I like his straightforward way of reporting.”  
– Martha MacDonald

www.x.com/rwallaceKxan

NeWS RePoRTeR

Tony Plohetski
(Austin American-Statesman, KVUE)
FiNaLiSTS: naThan Bernier (kUT), aUsTin sanDers  
(The aUsTin ChroniCle), Mario TaPia (rePorTe aUsTin), 
Maggie Q. thoMpson (the austin ChroniCLe)
“Absolutely the best. After his investigative 
reporting on Uvalde, I hold Tony at the national 
level of reporting quality.” – Gail McClanahan

www.x.com/tplohetsKi
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u.S./STaTe oFFiciaL

U.S. Rep.  
Lloyd Doggett
FiNaLiSTS: u.s. rep. greg Casar, state rep. gina 
hinoJosa, state rep. donna hoWard, state rep. 
JaMes TalariCo
“Austin’s Abe Lincoln.” – David Jarmon

doggett.house.gov

acTiViST

Brigitte Bandit
FiNaLiSTS: Chris harris (aUsTin JUsTiCe 
CoaLition), daphne hoFFaCKer (austin 
CounCiL oF ptas), Chas Moore (austin JustiCe 
CoaLition), reV. erin WaLter (teXas unitarian 
UniVersalisT JUsTiCe MinisTry)
“Nobody gives the far right a bigger, 
more confused & angry fear boner than 
Brigitte.” – Zenyth Gale

www.instagram.com/brigittebandit

oNLiNe PeRSoNaLiTy

Evil MoPac
FiNaLiSTS: allasTer MCkallasTer, 
goddessQueenJustMe23, LiFe oF a Cherry WiFe, 
lyMPh loVe ClUB
“Better than Evil I-35.”  
– Nathan Bernier

www.x.com/evilmopacatx

FiLm cRiTic

Alejandra 
Martinez
(The Austin Chronicle, 
LatinaMediaCo)
FiNaLiSTS: korey ColeMan (DoUBle 
toasted), Jenny nuLF (the austin 
ChroniCle), MarTin ThoMas 
(DoUBle ToasTeD), riCharD 
whiTTaker (The aUsTin ChroniCle)
“Unique, detailed, and pas-
sionate! You can tell she’s 
speaking from her heart and 
personal connections rather 
than repeating traditional 
talking points.” – Noah Solis

www.martinezalejandra.info

NoNPRoFiT

Austin Pets 
Alive!
FiNaLiSTS: austin parKs Foundation, 
haaM (heaLth aLLianCe For austin 
MUsiCians), heaDsTrong girls’ 
BoXing, i liVe here i giVe here
“Are you kitten?! This org has 
done so much for animals 
and people!”  
– Hannah Horstman

1156 w. cesar chavez,  
www.austinpetsalive.org

is A bell A M A rtine z

JA n A birchUM

PHoTogRaPHeR

Isabella Martinez
FiNaLiSTS: suZanne Cordeiro, daVe Creaney, daVid Brendan haLL, annie ray
“She is everywhere, all the time. I don’t think there is another Austin photographer at more gigs 
than Isabella.” – Devin Miller www.peppermintgirlphotos.com

coLumNiST

Michael Barnes
(Austin American-Statesman)
FiNaLiSTS: KirK BohLs (austin aMeriCan-
sTaTesMan), BriDgeT grUMeT (aUsTin 
aMeriCan-statesMan), JaMes sCott (the austin 
ChroniCle), Phil wesT (VerDe all Day)
“Michael has been around long enough 
to know what he’s talking about.”  
– Rebecca Campbell

www.x.com/outandabout

Food WRiTeR

Nadia Chaudhury
(Eater Austin)
FiNaLiSTS: Melanie haUPT (The aUsTin 
ChroniCle), ali khan (ali khan eaTs), MaTThew 
odaM (austin aMeriCan-statesMan), aManda 
Wong (austin Food adVentures)
“She’s got the good scoops.”  
– Ruben Sanchez

www.x.com/nadiachaudhury

beST oF auSTiN 2024  ::  POlitics & Media  ::  ReadeRs POll

AJC’s Chas Moore

Daikaiju at Hotel Vegas during Free Week 2024

gRaSSRooTS/ 
PoLiTicaL oRg

Austin Justice 
Coalition
FiNaLiSTS: aUra, aUsTin Dsa 
(deMoCratiC soCiaLists oF 
aMeriCa), TeXas harM reDUCTion 
allianCe, UniVersiTy DeMoCraTs
“Doing the hard work and 
never letting up!” – Martin Jones

1603 e. 38½, www.austinjustice.org
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VoLuNTeeR 
exPeRieNce

Central Texas 
Food Bank
FiNaLiSTS: aUsTin allies, CenTral TeXas 
pig resCue, FestiVaL BeaCh Food Forest, 
los VerDes
“Day in, day out, they’re there to sup-
port the health and welfare of those 
needing a helping hand.” – Dahl Black
6500 metropolis dr., www.centraltexasfoodbank.org

PoLiTicS & media  
WiLd caRd

Tux the cat’s wild ride
(Austin cat who went missing  
in a Lyft and became a social 
media sensation)
FiNaLiSTS: aLL My LeFtists LiVe in teXas  
(PoDCasT & insTagraM aCCoUnT),  
“adViCe needed: a graCKLe has FaLLen in LoVe With a 
Tennis Ball in My BaCkyarD” (r/aUsTin ThreaD)
“Happy endings rule ” – Kelly Overton

www.x.com/palashp40616755/status/1708940161310986695

zeKe bArbAro (photos by JAnA birchUM
 / John Anderson / Getty iM

AGes)

LocaL coNTRoVeRSy

Ken Paxton impeachment & acquittal
FiNaLiSTS: anti-dei LegisLation iMpaCt on ut, art aCeVedo hiring BaCKLash, i-35 eXpansion, 
#WoLFFout CaMpaign to get austin FC’s head CoaCh Fired
“His acquittal was a slap in the face to the rule of law in Texas.” – David Fouts
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Best Live 
Performance 
JournaLism

ATXplained Live
No matter how long you’ve lived in Austin, 
KUT’s ATXplained will surprise you with 
something you didn’t know about our city. 
Taking the popular podcast and radio 
news feature to the live stage is a different 
experience altogether, though, as the 
familiar voices augment their stories with 
visuals and performances. It’s an exercise 
in rabbit holes, more about taking the audi-
ence along on the journey of the inves-
tigators joyfully following their curiosity 
and journalistic instincts than necessarily 
finding answers to listeners’ questions. 
The results are often hilarious, sometimes 
deeply emotional and personal, and 
always enlightening and entertaining.

www.kut.org/atxplained

Best Human 
megaPHone for 
Prisoners

Amite 
Dominick
Texas Prisons Community Advocates 
has been in existence for only three years 
but is already one of the most effective 
messengers for incarcerated people in 
the state. That’s in large part thanks to the 
efforts of TPCA’s founder and president, 
Amite Dominick. Dominick organized 
the group to draw attention to the life-
threatening heat that 85,000 inmates 
endure every summer in Texas prisons 
without air conditioning. The goal is to get 
the prisons to install A/C so cells don’t 
exceed 85 degrees, and TPCA, under 
Dominick’s admirable leadership, will be 
holding 85 to Stay Alive events through the 
summer to get the word out.

www.tpcadvocates.org

Photo by Pat ti Sigmon

Best sLime-Based content creators

PeachyBbies Slime Shop
Nothing can re-create the feeling of uncorking a fresh batch of slime from Austin-based manufacturer PeachyBbies and 
digging your fingies in. But dare we say there’s as much pleasure to be had in digging into their socials? Just ask the 
millions of slime enthusiasts tuning in for new product reveals; behind-the-scenes looks at how the slime sausage gets 
made; warehouse games serving real Double Dare energy; and ASMR videos that amplify every squelch, cronch, and 
glitter crinkle. Never change, bbies.

www.peachybbies.com

Best BiLinguaL 
LifestyLe 
infLuencer

Paulina Perez
Paulina Perez knows what being a tourist 
in your own city looks like. Her hunt 
for the hottest and most picturesque 
Austin has to offer is never-ending, and 
what’s more, she shares her findings in 
both English and Spanish. Perez grew 
up on the Mexican-American border 
and moved to Austin for college, where 
she began posting exceedingly popular 
bilingual “day in the life” content of 
her days at UT-Austin on TikTok. Post-
graduation, Perez continues to document 
her adventures, her experience as a 
Mexican American, and her Austin 
recommendations. Skip Googling “best 
coffee near me” and check out what Perez 
thinks is the bomb-dot-com instead.

www.tiktok.com/@pauulinaperez

tHirstiest 
instagram foodie

David 
Douglass
With mustachioed mouth right up to the 
camera, David Douglass sauces. He 
chomps. He slurps. He moans. There’s 
something very visceral about the videos 
of this Austin restaurant recommender. 
The commentary gets messy, too, 
offering single-guy takes like “I haven’t 
seen manipulation this good since I love-
bombed a girl I just met” (on Comadre 
Pandería’s buzzy pastries). Even if you’re 
not up for the light raunch and überonline 
references, his feed is a great resource 
for new-to-you ATX meals. Clicks across 
Instagram and TikTok have led to a townie 
brand partnership with Chuy’s, as well as a 
pasta, jazz, and wine pop-up called Prati.

www.instagram.com/thedaviddouglass

PoLitics & media
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Best new 
PLanned 
community

Green Gate 
Farms & 
Village 
Farm
An urban planning trend we’d 
like to see more of is a concept 
known as the “agrihood,” 
which is basically a planned 
community that incorporates 
agriculture into the daily lives 
of residents. East Austin’s 
Green Gate Farms is one local 
example, where people living 
on the organization’s 30-acre 
Village Farm can learn to 
farm and garden, purchase 
freshly harvested fruits and 
vegetables from neighbors, 
and participate in regular 
social events. A City Council 
resolution authored by CM 
Natasha Harper-Madison 
hopes to spur development of 
other agrihoods across the city.

8316 canoga ave.,  
www.greengatefarms.net/thefarms

Best HistoricaL document 
of a momentous PoLiticaL 
movement in austin

An Army of Women
Regular Chronicle readers know many of the people and stories 
that make up the documentary film An Army of Women, which had 
its world premiere at this year’s SXSW Film & Television Festival. 
But thanks to the work of Julie Lunde Lillesæter and her producers, 
a wider audience can also learn about three of the women who 
fought a legal and political campaign to force the Austin Police 
Department to better serve survivors of sexual assault. That work 
is ongoing, but the efforts of the survivor-advocates who made it 
happen will now be immortalized in film.

www.anarmyofwomen.film

HigHest-imPact educators 
most targeted By tHe state

UT’s Division of Campus 
and Community 
Engagement
UT’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion staff didn’t deserve this. At the 
Chronicle, we’ve reported on life-changing courses that helped lift 
Black and brown kids from low-income families into spaces they 
never expected to occupy. We’ve heard in interviews how a DEI 
lens in UT classes helped students feel a sense of belonging, even 
as they studied STEM subjects that so often lack a historical per-
spective. The more than 60 people in DEI-related roles laid off by 
the University of Texas deserve applause, not severance.

John a nderSon

most resoLute

The Ceasefire Protesters
It takes guts to stand up for what you believe in, and guts are what we’ve seen from countless Austinites 
who’ve taken to City Hall, stepped off of SXSW stages, and sat down on campuses to call for a ceasefire 
in the Israel-Hamas war. At UT-Austin in particular, hordes of mostly young people were tackled, pepper 
sprayed, and even arrested for their convictions. While the administration has not bent to students who 
demanded the school divest in weapons manufacturers whose products are killing civilians in Gaza, the 
impact of nationwide protests has been felt in Gaza. As one Gazan told the Chronicle, “I feel like someone is 
with us for the first time. I’m certain that the whole world sees what is happening to us.”

Ja n a birchum

most vocaL and 
vuLneraBLe advocate

Amanda Zurawski
Amanda Zurawski wanted to become a mom. Instead, Texas’ 
extreme abortion ban caused a chain of events that nearly 
killed her, and put her fertility in jeopardy. At 18 weeks pregnant, 
she developed a condition her baby likely would not survive, 
but Texas doctors couldn’t help her abort. Zurawski went into 
septic shock twice before she was considered close enough to 
death for an abortion. She is the Zurawski in Zurawski v. Texas, 
the high-profile lawsuit that challenged Texas’ abortion bans. 
The Texas Supreme Court unanimously rejected that challenge 
in May, but Zurawski’s efforts aren’t limited to court. She’s at 
press conferences, the State of the Union address, in panels at 
SXSW, and even a Biden campaign commercial. Her story has 
touched the nation. We thank her for her service.

www.tinyurl.com/zurawskivtexas

Hardest-working 
PLanning 
commissioner

Awais Azhar
It’s no surprise that when City Council prepared 
to give final approval to a series of land use 
reforms in May – the most ambitious in at 
least 40 years – Council members took a 
moment to thank Awais Azhar. Deputy director 
of HousingWorks Austin and a fourth-term 
planning commissioner, Azhar is widely 
regarded as one of the most knowledgeable 
and hardest-working individuals in Austin’s 
housing policy space. Through his work on the 
Planning Commission and as a community 
advocate, he helped improve many of the 
housing reforms Council recently passed. The 
people of Austin are lucky to live among smart, 
dedicated volunteers like Azhar.

www.x.com/awais_crp

Best advocate for 
austin fiLm

Rebecca 
Campbell
Running the Austin Film Society means a lot 
more than just watching a few films and talking 
movies with fellow film buffs. In the 26 years 
since Rebecca Campbell joined as executive 
director, and in her last 8 years as CEO, she’s 
helped AFS grow from a movie-watching club to 
the state’s most powerful advocates for movie 
production and appreciation. That includes 
leading the team that opened Austin Studios, 
established the Texas Film Hall of Fame, 
distributed millions and counting in grants to 
rising filmmakers, lobbied the Texas Legislature 
for TV and film tax rebates, and brought to life 
AFS Cinema, a theatre so beloved that Chronicle 
readers voted it their favorite in Austin this year.

www.austinfilm.org
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Acupuncture

Rosedale 
Acupuncture & 
Wellness Center
FInALIStS: Ceremony Spa, Deep relief, Sage 
aCupunCture, South auStin Community 
aCupunCture
“They are the best in town! Mega healers!” 
– Elizabeth Baird

1403 W. 45th, WWW.aculete.com

MAnI/pedI

Cute Nail Studio
FInALIStS: laCQuer, milk + honey, Queen Spa,  
ViVa Day Spa + meD Spa
“I love the vibes here! Everyone 
is super friendly and they are very 
accommodating.” – Efua Prah

1211 e. Seventh; 3801 S. congreSS #104, WWW.cutenailStudio.com

Ja n a Birchum

pSychIc/tArot

Sister Temperance Tarot
FInALIStS: heart SeeD healing, intuitiVe ConSulting by loiS, mak Jagger tarot, SounD Sight tarot
“Insightful, generous, kind, funny – a true gem.” – Leslie Wells

WWW.SiStertemperance.com

BArBerShop

Birds Barbershop
FInALIStS: barbon’S barberShop, DaDDy’S 
barberShop, olDe Soul barberShop,  
SheD barber anD Supply
“Always feel so welcomed and the vibe 
is just it. Never want to go anywhere 
else but Birds for a cut.” – Mercedes Treto

variouS locationS, WWW.birdSbarberShop.com

SALon

Urban Betty
FInALIStS: apotheCa Salon & barberShop, 
harlow beauty anD hair Salon, methoD hair, 
preCiSion DeCiSion hair group
“For the first time in my adult life,  
I found a stylist that actually 
LISTENED to me, and provided 
expertise and information that 
confirmed I was heard.” – Mary Capps

1206 W. 38th #1107; 4631 S. congreSS #108, 3001 Joe dimaggio 
#1350, round rocK, WWW.urbanbetty.com

SpA

milk + honey
FInALIStS: Ceremony Spa, Spa 7,  
Spa Sway, ViVa Day Spa + meD Spa
“It’s a place that encourages 
gratefulness and healthy self-care.”  
– Belinda Hodges

variouS locationS, WWW.milKandhoneySpa.com

MASSAge

Ace of Cups 
Massage & 
Wellness
FInALIStS: Ceremony Spa, Deep relief,  
mantra wellneSS, Spa Sway
“They are all magical witches in the best 
possible way ” – Rebecca Hume

2121 e. ceSar chavez, WWW.aceofcupSauStin.com

courtesy of Luna Lash

LASheS

Luna Lash
FInALIStS: auStin City laSheS, freSh CoSmetiC 
StuDio, the laSh lounge, neon Siren beauty
“Luna Lash always gets me looking 
right.” – Zachary Ashurst

4524 mattie #101, WWW.lunalaShatx.com

ReadeRs POll

Serv IceS
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A/c repAIr/
InStALLAtIon

Radiant 
Plumbing & Air 
Conditioning
FInALIStS: abC home & CommerCial, 
mCCullough heating & air ConDitioning, 
Salt SerViCe Co., Stan’S heating, air & 
plumbing
“They ALWAYS got us covered. 
Great communication. Transparent 
appointments/wait time. Affordable. 
Wouldn’t trade ’em!” – Victoria Moreno

901 reinli, WWW.radiantplumbing.com

eLectrIcIAn

SALT Service Co.
FInALIStS: a team home SerViCeS,  
terrapin eleCtriC, truteC eleCtriC
“Professional, quick, and friendly.”  
– Sam Eleanor

901 S. mopac, bldg. 1 #300, WWW.callSalt.com

Auto repAIr/ServIce

Groovy 
Automotive
FInALIStS: DaVe’S ultimate automotiVe, flamingo 
automotiVe, Juke auto, yoSt automotiVe
“I love these guys. No upselling, hard 
push, or nonsense. Just dedication to 
keeping your set of wheels in its best 
possible condition.” – Elizabeth Means

4011 red river; 3511 guadalupe, WWW.groovyautomotive.com

hoMe MAIntenAnce/
ServIceS

ABC Home & 
Commercial 
Services
FInALIStS: a team home SerViCeS, blue DiamonD 
remoDeling, Queen of to Do, runnerCity
“They do it all and also give back to the 
community.” – Jocelyn Winter

variouS locationS, WWW.abchomeandcommercial.com

DaviD BrenDa n h a LL

hoteL

Hotel San José
FInALIStS: Carpenter hotel, hotel magDalena, hotel Viata, South CongreSS hotel
“Lovely ambience. Great haven for first-time visitors to Austin.” – Pamela Ellen Ferguson

1316 S. congreSS, WWW.SanJoSehotel.com

WAx

reWAXation
FInALIStS: blaCk paraDe beauty Company,  
Clean Slate waxing lounge, potion tx,  
Sara Zamora browS
“Most body-positive waxing studio  
I have ever been to.” – Jaimie Tillman

2200 S. lamar, WWW.reWaxationtx.com

SkIn cAre

Viva Day Spa + 
Med Spa
FInALIStS: Clean Slate waxing lounge,  
mantra wellneSS, potion tx, Spa 7
“I’ve never had a bad facial experience 
at Viva. Every esthetician is knowledge-
able, experienced, and caring.”  
– Sarah Wong

variouS locationS, WWW.vivadaySpa.com

tAttoo

Atomic Tattoo
FInALIStS: CopperheaD tattoo & pierCing, 
eleCtriC 13 tattoo, no gooD tattoo, StuDio ink
“Simply the best shop in Texas.”  
– Charles Gilbert

various locations, www.atomic-tattoo.com

BIke Shop/repAIr

The Peddler  
Bike Shop
FInALIStS: bike farm, eaStSiDe peDal puSherS, 
mellow Johnny’S bike Shop, yellow bike
“Most knowledgeable repair techs I’ve 
encountered, great service department. 
Doesn’t hurt that they’re between a good 
biscuits place and coffee shop.”  
– Michael Fleming

5015 duval St.; 13010 W. parmer ln. #500, cedar parK,  
WWW.peddlerbiKe.com

BeSt oF AuStIn 2024  ::  seRvices  ::  ReadeRs POll
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pLuMBer

Reliant Plumbing
FInALIStS: abC home & CommerCial, the plumbinator, Salt SerViCe Co., wilSon plumbing
“Quality work & exceptional employees.” – Cynthia Ellis

12111 menchaca, WWW.reliantplumbing.com
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WeddIng venue

The Contemporary Austin  
- Laguna Gloria
FInALIStS: barr manSion, Chapel DulCinea, South CongreSS hotel, SpringDale Station
“STUNNING venue, amazing team. Highly recommend this space for  
getting married.” – Dominique Estevez

3809 W. 35th, WWW.thecontemporaryauStin.org

LAWn cAre/
LAndScApIng

Earthling 
Landscaping
FInALIStS: fertile grounD garDenS, 
graSS workS, mathiS DeSignS, 
SeeDlingS lanDSCape DeSign builD
“They’re saving the Earth one 
yard at a time.” – Ryan Robbins

WWW.earthlinglandScaping.com

LockSMIth

Cothron’s
FInALIStS: Sharp brotherS loCkSmith, 
top tier loCkSmith, 24 hour loCkSmith
“An old Austin staple.”  
– Tracy Roquemore

8225 burnet rd.; 2119 n. mayS, round rocK;  
1315 W. ben White, WWW.cothronS.com

reStAurAnt/ 
BeverAge deLIvery

Tso Chinese
FInALIStS: loS ChilakillerS, phoebe’S Diner,  
SerranoS CoCina y Cantina, taCo-Miendo
“Everything is so delicious! The price point is 
great, the ordering experience is great, and 
being able to track your order on the site  
works so well.” – James Miller

3909 n. i-35, www.tsodelivery.com

cLeAnIng ServIce

The Purple Fig 
Cleaning Co.
FInALIStS: the Cleaning authority, eCo mama holiStiC 
houSeCleaning, enViromaiDS, morehanDS maiD SerViCe
“Excellent service and performance, plus  
they love our dog!” – Bill Noellert

8900 Shoal creeK Ste. 113, WWW.cleanfig.com

The ausTin chronicle ’ s    online

St re

austinChroniCle.Com /store
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doggIe dAy cAre

Taurus 
Academy
FInALIStS: auStin Dogtown, Dirty Dog, 
Sit.fetCh.Stay, work & woof
“My dog literally drags me inside 
when it’s time to board him.  
He loves it that much.”  
– Karen Sanchez

variouS locationS, WWW.tauruSacademy.com

pet grooMIng

Barkin’ Creek
FInALIStS: aS the fur flieS, auStin 
Dogtown, Dirty Dog, muD puppieS
“We love Barkin Creek! Super 
clean facility, great staff, great  
pup dos.” – Dixie Anderson

variouS locationS, WWW.barKincreeK.com

Jay-a l a n B a ltierr a

ServIceS WILd cArd

MOOD  
Aura Nomad 
(aura portraits)
FInALIStS: elite marQuee auStin  
(leD marQuee DiSplayS anD eVentS),  
iVitamin (iV CoCktailS/hyDration lounge)
“A completely original addition to any 
celebration. Carrie is the coolest!”  
– Chris Howard

WWW.moodauranomad.com

LAundroMAt

SpinZone 
Laundry
FInALIStS: the big Clean launDromat, 
launDrolab launDromat, miChael a 
launDromat, waShatopia launDromat
“The SpinZone is clean and easy to 
use. I like the open, airy space and 
feel very safe here.” – Glenda Ballard

variouS locationS, WWW.Spinzonelaundry.com

dry cLeAner

Rick’s Cleaners
FInALIStS: eCoClean, JaCk brown CleanerS, 
reiD’S CleanerS & launDry, ZipS CleanerS
“Clothes are always ready on time. 
Great customer service.”  
– Juan Sepeda

variouS locationS, WWW.ricKScleanerS.com

tAILor/ALterAtIonS

Ace Custom Tailors
FInALIStS: alterationS tailoreD by liDia, gaSSane 
tailorS, oliVa’S tailor Shop, VelVet tailorS
“They’ve always done right by me.”  
– Brian Ramirez

724-a n. lamar; 11909 domain dr. #154; 2707 walsh tarlton,  
WWW.acetailorS.com

MoverS

Einstein Moving 
Company
FInALIStS: Common SenSe moVing Company, maSh 
moVerS, mVp moVing, SQuare Cow moVerS
“These gentlemen were amazing. So pro-
fessional and worked so fast they saved 
me money. This is the only company I will 
use in the future.” – Kristi Hext

9200-a Brown; 3904-B warehouse row,  
WWW.einSteinmoving.com

LAWyer

Cofer & Connelly
FInALIStS: batriCe law firm, Clayton, ramireZ & null 
law, teD karr (berkeley law & teChnology group 
auStin), alliSon mattoCkS (warren kalyan mattoCkS)
“Great attorneys that really care about their 
clients.” – Mariel Puryear

602 W. 11th, WWW.coferconnelly.com

veterInArIAn

Emancipet
FInALIStS: auStin Vet hoSpital, bluebonnet animal 
hoSpital, paZ Veterinary, rootS integratiVe 
Veterinary Center
“The most empathetic veterinarians I’ve met 
at Austin. Great people who care and work 
in hard conditions to give health care to our 
furry friends.” – Mauricio Garcia Sainz

1030 norWood parK; 15803 Windermere dr. #420, pflugerville; 
 7201 levander loop, WWW.emancipet.org
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Most Rocking RepaiRs

ATX HandyBand 
Collective
It’s a one-stop, rocking shop for any repairs you’ve got. Broken 
fence? Leaky faucet? Looking to install that new light fixture? This 
merry band of local musicians has got you covered. Founder True 
Lawton, musician/concert producer/handyman extraordinaire, 
created the collective as a way to help struggling musicians fill in 
the gaps between gigs. Get stellar work done, and feel satisfied 
that you’re investing in what makes Austin special. Plus, all their 
communication is full of music puns. Beautiful repairs and concert-
themed communique? It doesn’t get much better than that.

www.handybandcollective.com

Best actoR  
advocate WizaRds

Collier Talent Agency
For professional actors, the journey to success is riddled with fire 
starters and flying monkeys – and making it to Emerald City intact 
requires more than self-determination. With the Glinda-level good 
guidance of founder/owner Heather Collier and Laura Maxwell-
Scott, head of the young talent division at this full-service agency, 
dozens of local actors have been equipped with all the heart, 
brain, and courage they need to navigate an ever-evolving, often 
treacherous, road. Even better, thespians and their loved ones can 
rest assured this dynamic duo offers stellar industry knowledge, 
unprecedented individual care, and inspired advice.

www.colliertalent.com

Best Haven foR diY pluMBeRs

Josco Plumbing Supply
When Crump Plumbing Supply on Burnet Road closed several 
years back, Austin was left with one last place carrying the random 
parts necessary to cheaply fix leaking faucets and running toilets. 
This DIYer recently had a valve stem on a bathtub faucet go bad. 
Fortunately we were just around the corner from Josco’s. The 
young men behind the counter identified the part instantly – some-
thing that probably wouldn’t have happened at Home Depot. Total 
cost of repair: $30. And the feeling you get supporting a 50-year-
old Austin business? You can’t really put a price on that.

719 w. Powell; 515 industrial blvd.,  
www.joscoPlumbing.com

Courtesy of e x tr agr a ms

Best dRag Queen deliveRY sYsteM

Extragrams
Oh: Who hasn’t dreamed of a drag queen delivered right when you need a direct injection of fabulous into an occasion? This is the exact dream local 
telegram service Extragrams was created for back in 2020, when event coordinator Kerry Lynn was looking for a pandemic-friendly way to support local 
performers. From weddings to wacky bachelor/ette parties, virtual bingo nights to kids’ princess parties, hiring Extragrams means you’ll be getting 
top-tier drag artists to liven up any celebration. Now, if the founder’s name sounds familiar, that’s because Lynn was actually a plaintiff on the lawsuit 
that brought down Senate Bill 12 – aka the anti-drag bill – alongside fellow Best of Austin honoree Brigitte Bandit. So next time you need drag entertain-
ment delivered in their now-extended service area of Austin and Houston, pick the people who helped make a lot of Texas GOP jerks really mad.

www.extragramsatx.com

CritiCs PiCks
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Best place to get nails fRoM outeR space

Precious Nails
Gen Z salontrepreneur Aspen Babnick can do basic manicures, she just doesn’t want to. The New Mexican-
turned-Austinite specializes in wacky works: 3D metallic nails that look like extraterrestrial tech, too-real 
blood spatter, lightning that glows, underwater effects, and sure, if all you want is cutie little cherries, she’ll 
give that her special touch, too. Just be prepared to dish some dirt to keep her entertained. This former Cute 
Nail Studio tech has a personality that dazzles as much as her designs, and with her trusty Red Bull in hand, 
an appointment may just leave you breathless.

5524 Bee Caves Rd. ste. F-1, www.tiny.CC/pReCiousnails

Best WaY to paY Respects  
to soMeone else's tReasuRes

Estate Services of Austin
Austin’s weirdness can be hard to put a value on, but that price must be calculated 
when disposing of the dearly departed’s estate. How do you do that in a city of artists, 
musicians, oddballs, and curio collectors? You call Carl McQueary of Estate Services 
of Austin. Or rather, those in the know will call him for you, because this self-described 
funeral director of stuff is known as the expert in the sort of ephemera that you’ll find in 
this town. A former museum curator, he’s not just there to slap a price tag on some old 
Tupperware, but to appreciate the worth of the strange and unusual – to make sure, as 
he always puts it, that it goes to the person it’s supposed to go to.

www.instagRam.Com/estate_seRviCes_oF_austin

Courtesy of sug a ree H a ir studio

Courtesy of PreCious N a il s

Best cuRlY cutteRs

Sugaree Hair Studio
Anyone with wavy, curly, or otherwise textured hair knows the trepidation associated with finding the right hairstylist. 
Our well-meaning friends are brimming with recommendations, but for every beautician thrown our way, we have to ask: 
Can they cut my hair? The four stylists at Sugaree Hair Studio can. Katy, Christine, and KP are certified American Wave 
Specialists, while Rae is an expert at cutting – and even coloring! – curly (read: Black) hair. Take comfort in knowing these 
ladies actually know what they’re doing with your beautifully frustrating locks – and get ready to snuggle some puppies 
when you visit, as they often bring their pets to the studio.

5350 burnet rd. #101, www.sugareehairstudio.com

Most uniQue  
fRaMing on tHe cHeap

Vintage  
Framing Studio
Inside the Vintage Framing Studio’s workshop lies 
a sea of colorful mat options and even more vin-
tage frames in all shapes and sizes. It’s momen-
tarily overwhelming. But then Jennifer swoops in, 
calmly laying out your prized item-to-be-framed. 
She looks at it, talks through what she sees, and 
then gets to work pulling out frame after frame, 
mat color after mat color, from the walls of her 
garage studio. Until, at last, she finds the perfect 
match and asks what you think. “It’s perfect,” 
you say, as you worriedly think about how much 
such thoughtful service will cost. But when the bill 
comes, you breathe a sigh of relief.

917 nile st., www.vintageframingstudio.com

Best platinuM 
anniveRsaRY

Bond’s
It’s rare to find something with the 
longevity to celebrate 70 years, but 
Bond’s has now done it. Founder Robert 
A. “Bob” Bond was the first trained TV 
tech in Austin, starting when only 65% 
of Americans had a television set at 
home (it’s been about 98% since the late 
Seventies). Now run by Bob’s son David, 
Bond’s is who you call to deck out a home 
theatre or set up an office conference 
room for Zoom calls. Bond’s looks to the 
future while preserving the past, as evi-
denced by their vintage TV museum with 
over 60 sets dating back to 1948.

1010 w. lynn, www.bondstv.com
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Furniture/Home Goods

Four Hands
FinALists: Austin’s Furniture Depot, ClAy imports, 
GolDen meAn, mAAribu
“15 years ago we got a coffee table there, 
and that thing will last forever; I think it was 
built stronger than my house was.” – Robin M

2090 WoodWard, WWW.fourhands.com

used Furniture/
Antiques

Uncommon Objects
FinALists: ArmstronG’s House oF VintAGe,  
FAr out Home FittinGs, room serViCe VintAGe,  
sHow AnD tell Austin
“The most unique vintage items in a 
wonderful space; I can browse for hours.”  
– Kathleen Carey

1602 fortvieW, WWW.uncommonobjects.com

Ja n a Birchum

GArden store/nursery

The Natural Gardener
FinALists: eDen House botAniCAls, tHe GreAt outDoors,  
sHoAl Creek nursery, tillery street plAnt CompAny
“My favorite nursery, whether it’s for variety of plants, knowledgeable employees,  
or garden products. What a delightful place to go to!” – Nola Fadel

8648 old bee caves rd., WWW.tngaustin.com

men's CLotHinG

Stag
FinALists: blooDy rose boutique, brotHer 
FrienD, Howler brotHers, uptown 
CHeApskAte
“Aspirational brands and style, great 
quality, the staff doesn’t bug you.”  
– Dennis Gleason

1423 s. congress, WWW.stagprovisions.com

Women's CLotHinG

Uptown 
Cheapskate
FinALists: blue elepHAnt, brooke roDD, 
DAuGHters, Fortress
“Love buying secondhand!”  
– Candice Brusuelas

3005 S. Lamar Ste. 110-a,  
WWW.uptoWncheapskateaustin.com

VintAGe/
ConsiGnment 
CLotHinG

Room Service 
Vintage
FinALists: blue VelVet, prototype VintAGe, 
top DrAwer tHriFt, uptown CHeApskAte
“Excellent inventory. Super organized. 
Good people.” – Tina Rose

117 e. north loop, WWW.roomservicevintage.com

JeWeLry

Nina Berenato 
Jewelry
FinALists: Courtney mArie Jewelry, kelsey 
leiGH Fine Jewelry & GiFts, lm ADornment, 
sHelley moon DesiGns
“Badass all-women team making 
dope designs!” – Shayda Torabi

3200 palm Way #152, WWW.ninaberenato.com

Zeke BarBaro

Arts & CrAFts store

Austin  
Creative Reuse
FinALists: beeHiVe CrAFt stuDio, Jerry’s 
ArtArAmA, tHe pAper + CrAFt pAntry, seA oF beADs
“A thrift store just for arts & crafts is a 
dream come true. What’s not to love?!” 
– Piper LeMoine

2005 Wheless, WWW.austincreativereuse.org

sHoppinG
ReadeRs POll
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108 EAST NORTH LOOP BLVD. • 512-453-8090
Shop

ONLINE AT: FORBIDDENFRUIT.COM
K E E P I N G  A U S T I N  S L I P P E R Y  S I N C E  1 9 8 1 !

Slip and Slide  
into Summer with 

Lots of Lube!

FREE LUBE SAMPLES  
w/Every Toy Purchase

Wicked, System Jo, Uberlube, and More!

OPEN MON - SAT 12-7PM, SUN 12-6PM | ORDER ONLINE/PICK UP CURBSIDE
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pop-up mArket

Queer Markets 
With The Little 
Gay Shop and 
Eastside Pop Up
FinALists: Austin FleA, eAstsiDe pop up, Flores 
mArket, mutiny mArket
“Support local queer artists, always.”  
– Kiro Louie

the little gay shop, 1902 e. 12th, WWW.thelittlegayshop.com; 
eastside pop up, WWW.instagram.com/eastsidepopup

Bookstore

BookPeople
FinALists: blACk peArl books, bookwomAn, 
First liGHt books, reVerie books
“Great booksellers that know about a 
wide range of genres, plus unique gifts 
and amazing author events. And I love 
their cafe!!” – Rita Painter

603 n. lamar, WWW.bookpeople.com

smoke sHop

Planet K
FinALists: HAppy ClouDs, mAryJAe, texAs 
smoke ConneCtion, trippiez smoke sHop
“Most knowledgeable employees in a 
smoke shop.” – Josh Brown

various locations, WWW.planetkteXas.com

CAnnABusinesss

RESTART
FinALists: HAppy kArmA Hemp, texAs CAnnAbis 
CliniC, texAs oriGinAl, true Hemp sCienCe
“Amazing product and even more 
amazing people there! Their prod-
ucts have changed my life and I can 
actually be a functioning person again 
because of them.” – Spencer Najera

2521 rutLand Ste. 150-a, www.reStartcbd.com

sportinG Goods

Whole Earth 
Provision Co.
FinALists: Medusa skates, No-CoMply 
skAtesHop, reCess piCklebAll,  
sportsmAn’s Finest
“An Austin institution promoting every-
thing outdoors!” – Janis Dosky

4477 s. lamar; 1014 n. lamar,  
WWW.Wholeearthprovision.com

LoCAL 
nonALCoHoLiC 
BeVerAGe BrAnd

Waterloo 
Sparkling Water
FinALists: buDDHA’s brew kombuCHA, 
rAmbler spArklinG wAter, restArt ritA, 
riCHArD’s rAinwAter
“Yummy flavors.” – Aisha Turner

WWW.drinkWaterloo.com

LoCAL ALCoHoLiC 
BeVerAGe BrAnd

Austin Eastciders
FinALists: Deep eDDy VoDkA, pintHouse, still 
Austin wHiskey Co., tito’s HAnDmADe VoDkA
“Honey cider is love.” – Travis Keltner

979 springdale #130, WWW.austineastciders.com

John a nderson

pet store

Tomlinson’s Feed
FinALists: bArkin’ Creek DoG kitCHen, GAllery oF pets, HeAltHy pet, pAws on CHiCon
“They have everything and anything your furry child could need or want!” – Avileni Martinez

various locations, WWW.tomlinsons.com

FLorist

Freytag’s Florist
FinALists: Austin Flower Co., ben wHite Florist,  
FloreriA CAstillo, kinG Florist
“My vote goes to Freytag’s this year because I 
witnessed firsthand what they do for communi-
ty. Freytag’s donates flowers to Hospice Austin’s 
Christopher House, where my Dad ended up in his 
final days. To walk in and see a special bouquet each 
day in my Dad’s room was so meaningful and com-
forting. What a beautiful thing Freytag’s does donat-
ing to such an incredible cause.” – Vivian Holmes

2211 W. anderson, WWW.freytagsflorist.com

neiGHBorHood GroCery

Wheatsville Food Co-op
FinALists: DiA’s mArket, FresH plus, tHom’s mArket, tiny GroCer
“Community-focused grocery.” – Sounthaly Outhavong

3101 guadalupe; 4001 s. lamar, WWW.Wheatsville.coop

Liquor store

Twin Liquors
FinALists: tHe Austin sHAker, kinG 
liquor, monArCH liquor, speC’s
“If I have any questions about 
what to buy I go out of my way 
to shop at Twin because they 
are so helpful and informed.”  
– Kynna Sullivan

various locations, WWW.tWinliquors.com

AduLt store

Forbidden 
Fruit
FinALists: DreAmers, pACkAGe Austin, 
sir rAt leAtHer AnD GeAr, xxxCite
“Old-school Austin, amazing 
finds, and zero judgment.”  
– Elizabeth Means

108 e. north loop, WWW.forbiddenfruit.com

courtesy of siete

LoCAL Food BrAnd

Siete Family 
Foods
FinALists: bolA pizzA, DiAblo HumA bbq 
sAuCe, piCkle enVy, yellowbirD
“Giving delicious taco options to 
those of us with gluten allergies? 
Quite possibly the best gift one can 
give in Austin!” – Melissa Plunkett

6320 e. stassney ln., ste. 325, WWW.sietefoods.com

Best oF Austin 2024  ::  shOPPing  ::  ReadeRs POll
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k imBerle y Jones

FArmers'  
mArket/
FArmstAnd

Texas 
Farmers’ 
Market at 
Mueller
FinALists: bArton Creek FArmers 
mArket, boGGy Creek FArm, sFC 
FArmers’ mArket At sunset VAlley, 
texAs FArmers’ mArket At lAkeline
“It’s a party every Sunday! It’s 
my church :)” – Donna Bueche

2006 philomena,  
WWW.teXasfarmersmarket.org/mueller

ComiCs/FAndom store

Dragon’s Lair 
Comics & Fantasy
FinALists: Austin books & ComiCs, ColleCtors 
CrossroADs, Juniors ComiCs & CArDs,  
tribe ComiCs AnD GAmes
“Awesome place!” – Maria Briscese

2438 w. anderSon Ste. b-1, www.dLair.net

GAme store

Dragon’s Lair 
Comics & Fantasy
FinALists: emerAlD tAVern GAmes AnD CAFe,  
GAme oVer ViDeoGAmes, outlAw moon  
GAmes & toys, tAnuki GAmes
“Love playing cards there.” – Shawn Sanchez

2438 w. anderSon Ste. b-1, www.dLair.net

eLeCtroniCs/ 
Computer store

Discount 
Electronics
FinALists: Austin mACworks,  
FrAnkenstein Computers, mACtroniCs,  
tHAt bytes! Computer repAir
“Staff at Discount Electronics is so helpful. 
They have been able to solve each of my 
computer-related issues.” – Pat Gustafson

4005 w. Parmer; 1001 S. i-35, round rock,  
WWW.discountelectronics.com

Austin GiFts/
souVenirs

Atown
FinALists: Austin GiFt CompAny, CloVer + mAVen, 
tHe little GAy sHop, primA DorA
“It’s funky, has a great selection of 
Austin-specific products, and the staff is 
amazingly helpful.” – Mary Baker

5502 burnet rd., WWW.keepatoWnWeird.com

suBsCription  
Box/serViCe

Farmhouse 
Delivery
FinALists: bon ViVAnt, mAmA birD box,  
restArt, slow nortH
“Fantastic products.” – Jodi Gonzalez

9715 burnet rd. bldg. 7 #400, WWW.farmhousedelivery.com

sHoppinG WiLd CArd

Austin Swappin’ 
(monthly clothing, household, 
and accessories swap)
FinALists: kAiJu Cut AnD sew (HAnDmADe leAtHer 
GooDs AnD more), sHop slow (HAnDmADe AnD 
reCyCleD mAteriAls boutique)
“My favorite monthly activity! So 
thoughtfully managed and the commu-
nity they’ve created is kind, generous, 
and beautiful.” – Red Yeager

WWW.instagram.com/austinsWappin

SUPPORT
FREE  
PRESS

aUSTinChROniClE.COm/SUPPORT
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Newest Multi-VeNdor 
secoNdhaNd stop

Potluck Vintage
As pickers mourned the closing of the Austin Antique 
Mall, a smaller, more curated, but still plenty wanderable 
multi-vendor option popped up in South Austin. Opened 
in May, Potluck Vintage packs two stories of covetable 
goodies under the discerning eye of owner Katie Vincent 
McClure, of South Lamar’s Show and Tell Vintage & 
Art. Looping in a supersquad of local resellers, the shop 
invites SRK Designs, Modern Arc, Amelia Tarbet, and 
many more to hold down the checkerboard of furniture 
and home goods. Passport, Jello Mom, Poorbaby, and 
La Ropa contribute clothing, plus rows of cowboy boots.

2208 S. Lamar, www.inStagram.com/potLuckvintageauStin

Ja n a Birchum

Best oBscure literature collectioN

Alienated Majesty Books
Hosting one of the shrewdest and grandest selections of rare reads in the city, Alienated Majesty Books 
puts literary poseurs to shame. The outstanding and zany curation of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, comics, 
and translated books does what a bookstore ought to do – expose you to what you likely wouldn’t have 
discovered on your own. Their shelves hold various treasures, ranging from a devastating book of poems 
to the lewdest zine you can imagine. Don’t fret if it sounds intimidating, as their staff of savants and 
friendly punks are enthusiastic to serve as your Sherpa.

613 w. 29th, www.aLienatedmajeStybookS.com

Best shop for 
soBer spirits

Dear Dry 
Drinkery
This zero-proof liquor store with a boutique 
feel provides a welcome, non-triggering 
shopping experience for people who live 
an alcohol-free lifestyle, but still like to sip 
interesting drinks. Opened as a food truck in 
early 2023 by couple Grace Vroom and Joe 
Patterson, the community around it soon 
necessitated a brick-and-mortar upgrade. 
Dear Dry’s selection of NA distilled spirits, 
bitters, aperitifs, mixers, and bottled cocktails 
(like a Phony Negroni by St. Agrestis) will 
open your eyes to a growing market of booze-
free cocktail products. The homey Cesar 
Chavez space, containing a comfy little nook 
for reading or listening to 8-tracks, also has a 
cooler full of nonalcoholic beers and spritzers, 
plus a solid selection of non-inebriating wines 
and various THC-infused drinks.

2226 e. ceSar chavez, www.deardrydrinkery.com

Best corNer 
store iN a chiNese 
restauraNt

Wok ’N Express
Of all the convenience stores in Austin, Wok 
’N Express possesses perhaps the most 
prestigious inventory. While the aesthetic 
stays true to that of the typical c-store, 
this establishment is distinguished by its 
emphasis on East Asian snacks you won’t 
find at your basic supermarket chain. At 
a notably affordable price, find treats like 
Japanese plum wine, matcha Kit Kats, and 
Thai tea – each accompanied by the more 
recognizable beverage and snack brands. 
Adding to its distinctiveness, the space 
has also served as a great and inexpensive 
Chinese takeout option since 2012.

4413 guadaLupe, www.woknexpreSS.com

shoppiNg
CritiCs PiCks

courtesy of Leah m
aren DanieL

Best BliNg for witchy 
woMeN's lighters

LM Adornment
When it comes to jewelry, why stop at adorning your 
body? Metalsmith and lifelong Austinite Leah Maren 
Daniel makes metalworks to dress up your lighter, 
your window, your plant, you name it. Each of her 
pieces is handmade with recycled materials. Custom 
creations can go in any direction, but her designs 
frequently feature Ouija boards, snakes, skeletal 
hands, celestial bodies, and all things witchy.

www.inStagram.com/Lm_adornment
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Best pop-
up ViNtage 
Market

Guad 
Vintage 
Market
Sundays from noon to 6, enter a 
wonderland of vintage clothing, 
handcrafted jewelry, and techni-
cally legal marijuana products. 
Sponsored by sister vintage stores 
Pavement and Leopard Lounge, 
the market hosts dozens of local 
vendors in the parking lots of the 
Houston-based chains and local 
favorite Antone’s record store. 
Every week offers new selections 
and old favorites: one weekend, 
create a classic Italian charm 
bracelet piece by piece; another 
weekend, hand-soldered metal 
jewelry and crystals. What trea-
sures await next weekend? Only 
one way to find out.

2932 guadaLupe,  
www.inStagram.com/guadvintageatx

Best cartooNs-coMe-to-life

lian.soy
We didn’t know we needed a lighter shaped like a farm-fresh brown 
egg until happening upon Lian Soy’s table at an Asian American 
Resource Center market. Turns out we did. Aptly described as 
“objects that make you gasp a little gasp,” the designs of local 
artist Lian C. generally have a smiling face on them, and are often 
delightfully minified. There’s bok choy earrings, french fry hair clips, 
and a dragon print reading “Ni Howdy!” – all ideal for never-seen-
on-Amazon gift-giving. The Parsons School of Design graduate also 
offers adorable custom hand-drawn portraits (ideally of you and/or 
your pet), both online and live at her pop-ups around Austin.

www.Lian.Soy

Best place to get your  
goat (products)

Goatilicous
This New Braunfels goat farm specializes in everything goat, 
from soap to milk to cheese and even semen, if you’re looking 
to expand your own goat family. A Grade A dairy and creamery, 
Goatilicious sets up shop at the Texas Farmers’ Market at 
Mueller every Sunday; swing by to shake the hands of the folks 
making the outta-this-world fig and black pepper goat cheese – 
the GOAT in every sense of the word.

www.drinkgoatSmiLk.com

Ja mes scot t

Best cute aNd culturally releVaNt eMBroidery

Cousin Kenny’s
A story, so as to demonstrate why Cousin Kenny’s deserves this award: It is a Friday in August 2022, and 
Kim Kardashian and Pete Davidson broke up. Naturally, we’re all devastated. Next day, Saturday, all those 
showing up to the Little Gay Shop’s annual Austin Pride market are gobsmacked to find baseball hats 
displaying tiny embroidered tombstones reading “Kim + Pete” for sale not a day after the relationship 
ended – made in a flurry of creative inspiration by the embroidery empresario himself, aka Kenny. Thirteen 
years in the clothing and accessory decoration business gave him the skills, but it’s that keen sense of 
what’s cool that sets Cousin Kenny’s above the rest.

www.couSinkennyS.com

Zek e B a rB a ro

Best little shoppiNg 
experieNce iN towN

Tiny Grocer
With thousands of global delights and Texas-
local treats at this Hyde Park one-stop shop – 
the second location, following SoCo’s flagship 
– you can fulfill your totally random shopping 
list and fill your belly, too. Steph and Co. 
provide friendly, knowledgeable service with 
sustainability and ethical production kept top 
of mind. Located in the former Speedway post 
office and sharing space with on-site French 
bistro Bureau de Poste, Tiny Grocer’s shelves 
teem with delectable deli items and artisanal 
goods. Consider: Farmhouse Delivery’s grab-
n-go muffuletta, Bouldin Food Forest arugula, 
Fox Pots ceramics, Two Hives raw honey, 
fancy soap, dreamy candles, and a sommelier-
level wine list. Walk away feeling good.

1718 S. congreSS; 4300 Speedway #101, tinygrocer.com

Best twiN-ruN  
retro retail

Vintage Hideout
Plaid bell bottoms, acid-green dresses, suede 
Oxfords, psychedelic ties: Identical twins Emma 
and Grace, known as the Psych Sisters, first grew 
an online following for their synergetic Sixties and 
Seventies outfits. Of course, their statewide vintage 
sleuthing eventually led to a wardrobe surplus. The 
duo’s retro sales lived online until last March, when 
the San Marcos sibs opened a brick-and-mortar in 
the previous Full Circle Vintage location, catty-cor-
ner from the Ballroom at Spider House. The shop 
stocks pieces from the Fifties through early 2000s in 
all shades of the rainbow.

2815 Fruth St., www.inStagram.com/pSych_SiSterS

Best edgy  
yet tiMeless 
costuMe Jewelry

Vinca
Since 2006, Vinca has operated out of Austin’s 
Eastside, designing kitschy, fun, sometimes-
weird-but-always-cute jewelry. Their highly 
covetable statement pieces are handmade, 
and never boring – think: grackles, bats, nar-
whals, rubber duckies, the moon, aliens, and 
chef’s knives. Catch them at the Blue Genie Art 
Bazaar, or visit them at their East Fourth store-
front and gaze at the custom pet portraits that 
serve as in-house art installations, and maybe 
pet the real-life store cat if you’re lucky.

1800 e. Fourth #173, www.vincauSa.com

Best of austiN 2024  ::  shoPPing  ::  CritiCs PiCks
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Youth Arts ProgrAm

Creative Action
FINALIsts: E4 Youth, ExcusEd AbsEncE comEdY, kids-
Acting studio, PArAmount storY WrAnglErs
“There is really no other arts organization 
like them. They combine the arts, social 
justice, and social and emotional learning to 
support our youth in creating the world they 
want to see.” – Jaclyn Jaramillo

1023 Springdale Bldg. 3, www.creativeaction.org

Youth stEm ProgrAm

Girlstart
FINALIsts: idEA lAb kids, lAtinitAs, thinkErY,  
ut PrEP summEr stEm PAthWAY
“This organization is such a bright spot in 
the male-dominated world of engineering. 
I love the work that they are doing and the 
young ladies really enjoy themselves while 
doing it.” – LaKeisha Bardwell

1400 w. anderSon, www.girlStart.org

PArtY PLAcE

Pinballz Arcade
FINALIsts: thE Art gArAgE, blAzEr tAg 
AdvEnturE cEntEr, indigo PlAY, thinkErY
“Pinball machines and old-school 
arcade games.” – Anthony Rozada

8940 ReseaRch #100; 15201 s. I-35, Buda;  
13729 reSearch, www.pinBallz.com

BIrthdAY cAkEs

Sugar Mama’s 
Bakeshop
FINALIsts: hAYlEY cAkEs And cookiEs, mAndolA’s 
itAliAn kitchEn, mEringuE mE, uPPEr crust bAkErY
“Delicious cakes and they do amazing 
designs. The gluten-free/vegan cakes are 
also amazing.” – Valeri Reeder

1905-a s. FIRst, www.sugaRmamasBakeshop.com

John A nderson

PLAYgrouNd

Pease Park  FINALIsts: AlliAncE childrEn’s gArdEn, mEAnWhilE brEWing, PlAY for All AbilitiEs PArk, zilkEr PArk

“The renovation from a few years back really turbo-charged the play opportunities.” – Seth Johnson 1100 kIngsBuRy, www.peasepaRk.oRg

kIds' cLothINg

Once Upon  
a Child
FINALIsts: bright bEginnings boutiquE, 
dEArlY, Estilo kids, kid to kid
“Great for the environment!”  
– Catalina Cuervo

7010 w. hwy. 71, ste. #155; 1601 s. I-35 #325, Round Rock,  
www.onceuponachIld.com

Photo by Kevin G
Arner PhotoGrAPhy

summEr cAmP

Camp 
Paramount
FINALIsts: thE Art gArAgE, kidsActing 
studio, nAturEvErsitY, skY cAndY skY cAmP
“My kids have grown so much over 
the past few years in this camp.  
Their confidence and joy is soaring.”  
– Priya Naikur

www.austIntheatRe.oRg/leaRn-engage/camps

kIds & FAmILY
ReadeRs POll
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zeK e b A rb A ro

toY storE

Terra Toys
FINALIsts: AtoWn, lEArning ExPrEss toYs & gifts, monkEY sEE monkEY do, toY JoY
“Passionate employees make shopping here a joy.” – Sarah Schiff

2438 w. andeRson ste. c1, www.teRRatoys.com

Youth sPorts ProgrAm

Greater Austin YMCA
FINALIsts: Austin Youth fitnEss, Austin WomEn’s boxing club, 
thE mAt mArtiAl Arts & fitnEss, soccEr shots
“Great facilities all over town, amazing programs for 
kids and adults at a fair price, inclusive of people of 
all backgrounds.” – Lisa Doggett

vaRIous locatIons, www.austInymca.oRg

FAmILY FEstIvAL

Austin Trail of Lights
FINALIsts: Abc kitE fEst, EEYorE’s birthdAY PArtY, ExcusEd 
AbsEncE All AgEs comEdY fEstivAl, rock thE PArk
“A beautiful way to experience Austin.” – Deborah Vlam

www.austIntRaIloFlIghts.oRg

kIds & FAmILY  
WILd cArd

Mi Casa  
Es Tu Casa
(bilingual music classes 
for babies and toddlers)
FINALIsts: Atx YogA girl (YogA 
And mindfulnEss for kids), lonE 
stAr chArActEr EntErtAinmEnt 
(costumEd chArActErs for 
childrEn’s PArtY EntErtAinmEnt)
“Es el lugar en donde encontré 
mi comunidad latina!”  
– Teresa Trevizo

2110 white horSe trail,  
www.mIcasastucasa.com
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Best Bat signal

Ernest Cline
Did you know that Ernie Cline got 
his start here in Austin after moving 
from Ohio to become a slam poet at 
the (RIP) Electric Lounge back in the 
late Nineties? Neither did we, until 
we repeatedly circled the bestselling 
author’s DeLorean Time Machine in 
the loading docks of the old Austin 
American-Statesman building for the 
launch of his new children’s book, 
Bridge to Bat City. Besides driving 
there in his Back to the Future icon, 
the Ready Player One author regaled 
kids and parents alike with bat history 
just a guano toss from the world-
famous spontaneous millions living 
under the Congress Avenue Bridge. 
When they say inspiration is all 
around us, believe it.

www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/ 
ernest-cline/bridge-to-bat-city/9780316460583

Most "school 
of the future" 
school

Alpha School
Co-founded by MacKenzie Price, 
Alpha School in Austin has taken the 
century-old model of education and 
given it a much-needed makeover via 
Price’s 2hr Learning program. Gone 
are the six- to eight-hour days of sitting 
in classrooms, basing intelligence on 
standardized testing. Using AI to meet 
students at their pace, the Alpha model 
illustrates how two hours of fundamen-
tal learning combined with two hours of 
experiential learning and focused phys-
ical activity (to engage the mind and 
the body) allow for children to believe 
in and act on their limitless potential.

1201 spyglass, www.alpha.school

Photo by A A ron Wh A rton

coolest school Band

Semi-Modulars from Texas School for  
the Blind & Visually Impaired
When’s the last time you popped on a school band’s album and grooved out? Or went to their year-end concert even though 
you don’t have kids at the school? In TSBVI’s Synthesis & Sound Design class, taught by musician Dan Butler, students 
compose an album over each school year and take it live around town in the spring as electronic/experimental band the Semi-
Modulars. These kids dazzle audiences with danceable tunes, record excellent albums, and sell rad merch, making them not 
only the coolest school band around, but one of the coolest bands, period.

thesemimodulars.bandcamp.com

Best lego 
Builder

Emmasaurus
It takes a lot of work to build the 
kind of fan base that Emma has. 
It has to be done brick by brick, 
locking together all the pieces 
– just like LEGO, which is lucky 
because no one knows more about 
everyone’s favorite construction toy. 
Her endless energy and enthusiasm 
for those little plastic blocks has 
earned her 1.7 million followers 
and LEGO Ambassador status, 
and turned her into Austin’s globe-
trotting advocate for building fun.

www.youtube.com/emmasaurus

Best faMily 
outpost in 
sunset Valley

Nomadic 
Outpost
“Kids-in-Breweries” hot takes expired 
back in 2021 when local beermakers 
were on a push to get people back 
to the taprooms and beer gardens 
in order to survive post-pandemic 
collapse. Breweries continue to 
progress toward modern-day Vegas, 
making their spaces communal and 
accessible to customers of all ages 
and less toward 21+ exclusivity. We’re 
particularly enamored with Nomadic 
Beerworks’ South Austin beer garden, 
Nomadic Outpost, for its lively play-
scape, free live music, rotating food 
pop-ups, and acres of running room 
for everyone’s 1.94 children. Oh, and 
the excellent selection of house beers 
for the grownups doesn’t hurt either.

505 country white ln.,  
www.nomadicbeerworks.com/outpost

Kids & faMily
CritiCs PiCks
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New stuff!C h e C k i t  o u t.

austinChroniCle.Com /store

Courtesy of L A dy bird Johnson WiLdLife Center

Best nature play

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
The Wildflower Center isn’t just for botanists – it’s a perfectly curated outdoor wonderland. Watch kiddos 
build muscle constructing wooden wonders in the log area, or explore the cave and search for frogs by the 
pools. They can wander the butterfly maze, play house in giant bird nests, or dig to their heart’s content 
in the covered sand area. Got more of an indoor kid? They’ll love resting in Lynda’s Library, an ingenious 
gazebo stocked with wooden benches and nature books. Make sure to check out the statue scavenger 
hunt, grab some lemonade in the cafe, and say goodbye to Athena the owl on your way out.

4801 la crosse, www.wildflower.org

Best field of dreaMs

Marshall Middle 
School
Not fully enrolled yet, Mueller’s new middle 
school built a “Field of Dreams” populated most 
afternoons, nights, and weekends by surrounding 
area parents, kids, adult soccer leagues, Frisbee 
throwers, you name it. Elevated by a mound some 
of us climbed with our kid during the pandemic, the 
view and wind on that plateau will take your breath 
away. Behold a Sunday evening there when the 
sky’s streaked hot pink by the great sky tiger while 
you’re shooting Premier League goals into the wind 
and back of a regulation net under the great yellow 
goalposts – futbol meeting football. Dreamy.

4401 tilley st., marshall.austinschools.org

least haMster  
cage-liKe indoor 
play area

Indigo Play
Indoor play areas are a necessity with summer 
heat, but aren’t they sort of …stressful? Do you 
worry you’re going to lose a child to labyrinthine 
tunnels or Technicolor arcades? Well, at Indigo 
Play, there’s plenty to discover without wishing 
you had a million eyes to track your children. With 
mazes and slides, secret passageways that are 
still parent-accessible, and a secure toddler area 
in view of the larger section, Indigo Play lets you 
actually relax while kids wear themselves out.

13530 research #102, www.indigoplay.com



50   THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE   BEST OF AUSTIN 2024   austinchronicle.com

Swimming Pool

Barton Springs
FinAliSTS: Bartholomew, Big Stacy,  
Deep eDDy, NorthweSt
“Uniquely Austin.” – Bill Horton

2131 William Barton Dr.,  
www.austintexas.gov/department/barton-springs-pool

Swimming Hole/lAke

Hamilton Pool
FinAliSTS: commoNS ForD, Devil’S waterhole, 
hippie hollow, KrauSe SpriNgS
“So beautiful! Very peaceful; limited entry 
keeps it from getting crowded.” – Riley Meth

24300 Hamilton Pool rD., DriPPing SPringS,  
parks.traviscountytx.gov/parks/hamilton-pool-preserve

PlAce To Tube

Don’s Fish Camp
(San Marcos River)
FinAliSTS: FroNtera tourS (SaN marcoS 
river), lioNS cluB tuBe reNtal (SaN marcoS 
river), river ForeSt haveN (coloraDo river), 
texaS tuBeS (comal river)
“The GOAT.” – Erik McC

105 nelle ln., San marcoS, WWW.DonSfiSHcamP.com

PlAce To cAmP

Inks Lake  
State Park
FinAliSTS: BueScher State parK, eNchaNteD 
rocK State parK, KrauSe SpriNgS, mcKiNNey 
FallS State parK
“So beautiful and so many campsites 
with water access.” – Jennifer Remington

3630 Park roaD 4 W., Burnet,  
tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/inks-lake

Photo by Jim Johnson im agery

ouT-oF-Town Hike

Enchanted Rock
FinAliSTS: coloraDo BeND State parK, iNKS laKe State parK, loSt mapleS State Natural area, peDerNaleS FallS State parK
“Very mystical place.” – Leslie Botts 16710 rr 965, Fredericksburg, tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/enchanted-rock

Dog-FrienDly SPAce

Yard Bar
FinAliSTS: the aBgB, armaDillo DeN, NeighBorS 
Dog parK & coFFee Shop, the wateriNg Bowl 
Dog parK & Bar
“Neighborhood feel, I know my dogs 
are safe, I can catch up with my friends 
over a drink while my dog gets to run his 
energy out. 10/10.” – Kelly Wright

6700 Burnet rD., WWW.yarDBar.com

Jana birchum

Pro/Semi-Pro 
SPorTS TeAm

Austin FC
FinAliSTS: auStiN gamBlerS, auStiN riSe Fc, 
rouND rocK expreSS, texaS StarS
“Now when you think Austin,  
you think Austin FC ”  
– Nuvia Sanchez

WWW.auStinfc.com

SPorTS & recreATion
ReadeRs POll
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ouTDoor rAce

ThunderCloud Subs 
Turkey Trot
FinAliSTS: aSceNSioN SetoN captex tri,  
auStiN marathoN, cap 10K, 3m halF marathoN
“Fun way to start Thanksgiving.”  
– Debbie Childers

www.thundercloud.com/event-inFo

SPorTS Venue

Q2 Stadium
FinAliSTS: Dell DiamoND, Darrell K.  
Royal-Texas MeMoRial sTadiuM, Moody CenTeR, 
uFCu disCh-Falk Field
“Have you been to a game? This is no 
contest in terms of energy and atmosphere.” 
– Molly Blackman

10414 mckalla Place, WWW.auStinfc.com/StaDium

AlTernATiVe/ 
AmATeur SPorTS

Texas Roller Derby
(banked track league)
FinAliSTS: auStiN commuNity Soccer aSSociatioN, 
auStiN womeN’S BoxiNg cluB competitioN BoxiNg 
team, loNe Star curliNg cluB, texaS rollergirlS 
(Flat tracK league)
“Killer athleticism and entertainment on the 
track, all kindness in the community.”  
– Emma Zarate

WWW.txrD.com

bike TrAil/TrAck

Ann and Roy 
Butler Hike-
and-Bike Trail 
at Lady Bird 
Lake
FinAliSTS: BruShy creeK regioNal trail, 
roy g. guerrero coloraDo river parK, 
SoutherN walNut creeK trail, veloway
“All trails are good trails, but this is 
no competition.” – Jocelyn Winter
www.austintexas.gov/department/ann-and-roy-butler-

hike-and-bike-trail-and-boardwalk-lady-bird-lake

PlAce To wAlk

Ann and Roy 
Butler Hike-
and-Bike Trail 
at Lady Bird 
Lake
FinAliSTS: BartoN creeK greeNBelt, 
mueller laKe parK, peaSe parK, SoutherN 
walNut creeK trail
“You can walk a little ways or a long 
ways. There are bridges to cross 
the lake and just stop to take in the 
unique beauty that is Austin.”  
– Kate Schnack
www.austintexas.gov/department/ann-and-roy-butler-

hike-and-bike-trail-and-boardwalk-lady-bird-lake

courtesy of s age brous s a rd

PerSonAl TrAiner

Sage Broussard
FinAliSTS: DoNovaN oweNS, alex plichta, FreD SaSSaNi, lu villarreal
“Sage brings the energy when training. One of the toughest but also the funniest to have 
as a trainer.” – Joe Martinez WWW.inStagram.com/trainerSageatx

courtesy of ut athle tics

SPorTS & 
recreATion  
wilD cArD

Texas Beach 
Volleyball
(new UT varsity sport)
FinAliSTS: artiSt ruN cluB (weeKly 
art appreciatioN aND ruNNiNg cluB), 
celtic axe league (axe throwiNg)
“Great new program with 
highly skilled players.”  
– Belinda Hare

WWW.texaSSPortS.com/SPortS/WBvBall

bowling Alley

Highland Lanes
FinAliSTS: high Five eNtertaiNmeNt,  
Spare time texaS, texaS uNioN uNDergrouND,  
weStgate laNeS
“Forever and always <3” – Miguel Leon 

8909 Burnet rD., WWW.HigHlanDlaneS.com

golF courSe

Butler Pitch & Putt
FinAliSTS: grey rocK golF cluB, haNcocK golF 
courSe, lioNS muNicipal golF courSe,  
morriS williamS golF courSe
“Love the low-key vibe against the back-
ground of the Austin skyline. Staff is super 
chill and it’s always a fun time.”  
– Mary Grace Mooney

201 lee Barton, ButlerPitcHanDPutt.com

yogA

Black Swan Yoga
FinAliSTS: Flow yoga, my viNyaSa practice, 
practice yoga auStiN, StuDio Satya
“Great vibe, cool artwork, love all the 
sound bath offerings.” – Seva Simran Khalsa

4534 WeSt gate BlvD.; 1417 W. anDerSon; 403 orcHarD,  
WWW.BlackSWanyoga.com

gym

Austin Women’s 
Boxing Club
FinAliSTS: BoDieS By DeSigN, Fit & FearleSS, the 
mat martial artS, oNNit gym
“Amazing energy & uplifting atmosphere 
while also a hard-ass workout.”  
– Emma Carr

2919 mencHaca rD. #210, WWW.auStinWomenSBoxingcluB.com

beST oF AuSTin 2024  ::  sPORts & RecReatiOn  ::  ReadeRs POll
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Best ConvergenCe  
of ownership

Texas Ranchers
Combining elements of tennis, table tennis, and badminton, pickle-
ball continues to see an upswing in popularity. Support for America’s 
fastest-growing sport extends locally in the form of the Austin-based 
Texas Ranchers, one of Major League Pickleball’s eight founding 
teams. Celebrity-led groups co-own multiple teams across MLP, 
but the Ranchers might have the cream of the crop. Last October, 
prolific rapper/avid sports fan Lil Wayne joined a stacked Ranchers 
ownership group and also took on the role of strategic adviser. Other 
co-owners include country music artist Zach Bryan, 2024 Masters 
Champion Scottie Scheffler, Falcons running back Bijan Robinson, 
and designer/entrepreneur Kendra Scott.

www.ranchers.com

Best trans MasCuline-
foCused fitness workshop

OutWellness
Any post-top-surgery trans guy will tell you that getting back into 
movement after the massive medical procedure is tough. Not just 
because scar tissue builds up, or because you have restricted 
movement. Really, the difficulty is how few good resources are out 
there for trans masculine people on how to take care of their bodies 
in a balanced way. However, inclusive physical therapy and fitness 
purveyors OutWellness provide tons of queer-forward workout edu-
cation with many classes focusing specifically on trans masculine 
bodies. Led by trainers who are either allies or trans masc them-
selves, these classes make for a safe and gender-affirming space 
where trans men can work out, make new friends, and move freely.

211 e. alpine #100, www.outwellnessatx.com

Best troll with a purpose

Malin’s Fountain
If you feel like the world is moving entirely too fast, then head to 
Pease Park to mediate with Malin, the 18-foot-tall troll who arrived in 
the spring. Made from repurposed cedar by Danish recycling artist 
Thomas Dambo, Malin holds a welcoming bowl – itself mostly made 
from recycled, repurposed, and found materials – offering water for 
park critters, a reminder to share and protect our resources. Malin’s 
not alone in her waste-not mission: There are now more than 100 
Dambo trolls sprinkled internationally.

www.peasepark.org/pease-park-troll

Courtesy of ut Athle tiCs

Best freshMan athlete

Madison Booker
When the UT-Austin women’s college basketball team lost star point guard Rori Harmon 
to an ACL injury, freshman small forward Madison Booker didn’t just take over the reins 
at guard – she made history while adapting to a new position. After Harmon went down, 
the Germantown High School (Miss.) graduate averaged 19 points, 5.6 assists, and 5.2 
rebounds per game during UT’s league-winning final year in the Big 12 Conference. She 
was named an Associated Press second team All-American for her tremendous season 
and became the first-ever freshman to earn Big 12 Player of the Year. Next season, SEC 
accolades surely await.

www.texassports.com/sports/womens-basketball

Best low-pressure 
CyCling CluB

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club melds two of Austin’s favorite 
pastimes: being active and eating breakfast. 
What started as a meetup among friends who 
liked to bike around and get pancakes afterward 
has blossomed into a true community, bringing 
together hundreds of cyclists on Saturday 
mornings at either Central Machine Works or 
the Meteor Cafe for a healthy two-hour ride. 
They’ve also got pop-ups galore, from Hill 
Country gravel rides to one in Marfa this August. 
All paces and skill levels are encouraged; as 
they say on their website, “Everyone starts and 
finishes at the same place, regardless of speed 
and distance, and everyone from first time 
riders to world tour all stars are welcome. Bring 
a bike, a helmet, a couple bucks for breakfast, 
and leave the ego at home.” Here’s to the most 
important wheel of the day.

www.breakfastclubatx.com

Best keepers  
of historiCal 
afriCan Martial  
arts traditions

Austin  
Warrior Arts
At Austin Warrior Arts, led by chief instructor 
Da’Mon Stith, students dive into the realm of histor-
ical African martial arts. From machete arts to stick 
fencing, capoeira to kickboxing, the instruction 
blends artistry, footwork, and traditional weaponry 
skills. If you’re lucky enough to find yourself in the 
right space and time, you might witness a pop-up 
public performance, but you can immerse yourself 
in multidisciplinary workshops and seminars year-
round. Add in mindfulness training, de-escalation 
tactics, and social and emotional learning (SEL) 
lessons for a holistic training experience. Hoping 
to unleash your inner warrior? Head to the African 
American Cultural & Heritage Facility.

www.austinwarriorarts.com

sports & reCreation
CritiCs PiCks
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K imberle y Jones

Best land gift

Pecan Springs Karst Preserve
Williamson County has seen explosive growth in recent years, and that kind of development can wreak 
havoc on natural habitats. Good news, then, for threatened species like the Salado salamander and 
the golden-cheeked warbler, that 1,205 acres of ecologically sensitive private land within the Edwards 
Aquifer Recharge Zone was gifted last year to the Hill Country Conservancy. The preserve isn’t open 
to the public on a regular basis, but nature lovers should check the website for scheduled birding and 
nature hikes to take in some of the property’s splendors – including six limestone caves and the head-
waters for three tributaries of Salado Creek – themselves.

Jarrell, www.hillcountryconservancy.org/pecan-springs-karst-preserve

Best Bowling 
for your 
BuCk's worth

Union 
Underground
In the shadow of the University of 
Texas Main Building, the Union 
Underground has provided afford-
able bowling for students and 
non-students alike for 64 years. 
UT students pay as little as $2 
per game, while non-students 
pay a premium of $3 per game. 
Though the scoreboard isn’t the 
most accurate and the 12 lanes 
show their age, who can complain 
about affordable fun with equally 
affordable food and drink? On the 
weekend, Glow Ball ups the ante 
with black lights and lasers. Tired of 
bowling? The Union Underground 
also boasts five pool tables, three 
air hockey tables, and one foosball 
table, each with cheap hourly rates.

texas union, 24th & Guadalupe,  
universityunions.utexas.edu/underGround

Best wrestling proMoter

Justin Bissonette
What would wrestling in Texas be like without Biss? There’d be 
fewer stars, because he’s booked and supported so many talents 
before they became TV mainstays. It would be less unified, 
because the man behind Austin’s Inspire A.D. has always gone out 
of his way to work with other promoters, seeing them as friends and 
not rivals. And it wouldn’t be as friendly, because no one cares for 
the crowd or the talent as much as Biss, the triple crown champion 
of the Texas wrestling scene.

www.x.com/bisssays

teaM ted lasso  
would Most Be proud of

Austin Rise
From the dissolution of one of the first all-woman soccer teams in 
Austin (FC Austin Elite) under not-so-great circumstances to becom-
ing one of Austin’s premier soccer clubs, the women of Austin Rise 
FC embody their namesake. Founders Amanda Lisberger, Rachelle 
D’Amico, Erin Webb, Bethany Cyrtmus-DaVaul, and Katie Reed took 
their past trauma and in 2022 created a team that intentionally fos-
ters community and offers women-identified athletes a safe space to 
express themselves and celebrate their love of the game.

www.austinrisefc.com

a u s t i n C h r o n i C l e . C o m / s u p p o r t
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A Mini Live Music series And donor drive

Tha nk  yo u  To  This  mon Th ’ s  sp ons or s

The AusTin ChroniCle presenTs...

Support Free preSS Forever
If you understand how important free and independent journalism is,  
please consider supporting The Austin Chronicle by making a donation of 
$5, $10, or whatever you can afford. Every dollar you donate goes towards 
paying our writers and staff and supporting the behind-the-scenes work  
it takes to put out the paper every week. On behalf of everyone here at The 
Austin Chronicle, thank you for your support. We welcome your feedback, 
and we’ll strive every day to be worthy of your trust.

HOW IT WORKS
In return for contributing, donors will be automatically entered to win tickets to 
attend our inaugural Free Press Forever mini live music series, held once a 
month in the courtyard of the Chronicle offices! Enjoy must-see local music, 
complimentary beverages, rotating food options, giveaways, and more!

T h e  s e r i e s  k i c k s  o f f T h u r s d ay,  J u n e  2 7,  
feaTuring music from: madam radar

austin c hroni c le .com /
supp ort
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