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“Best of Austin”
Awards

thE AuStiN ChRoNiClE’S 32Nd ANNuAl

 Welcome to the 32nd annual Austin 
Chronicle “best of austin” awards. this issue, 
our largest of the year, is a uniquely collab-
orative experience between the Chronicle 
and its readers. We quite literally couldn’t 
produce this issue without the help of our 
readers – about 22,000 of them, in fact, 
who cast a quarter of a million votes to 
determine 174 winners in this year’s readers 
Poll. Chronicle staff awarded an additional 
76 Critics Picks. add that all up – don’t for-
get readers Poll finalists, who get their due 
in these pages, too – and you’re looking at 
nearly a thousand local people, places, and 
businesses celebrated in this issue.

 and for the first time ever, we’re inviting the 
general public to come celebrate these terrif-
ic finalists and winners in person with us. this 
sunday, may 22, 1-5pm, we’re throwing a “best 
of austin” market Party at Lustre Pearl south 
(10400 menchaca rd.). the party – totally 
free, by the way; also dog- and kid-friendly – 
will feature vendors and performers, including 
DJ Chorizo Funk, drag artist brigitte bandit, 
and all(!) of the finalists in the best Comedian 
category. Just be sure to rsvP first at  
austinchronicle.com/boaparty. n

Want to discover more?
Search our archives for 30-plus years of “Best of 

Austin” awards at austinchronicle.com/boa.
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Actress

Yola Lu
FINALISTS: Barbara Chisholm, Natalie D. Garcia,  
Lee Eddy, Amber Quick

“She can do it all, drama and comedy. 
She’s so authentic.” – P o l l y  H o a n g

yolalucomedy.com

Actor

Carlo Lorenzo Garcia
FINALISTS: Kenah Benefield, Marc Pouhé, Roderick Sanford,  
Bill Wise, Ben Wolfe

“Loved his work for Street Corner Arts.”  
– C l a u d i a  C o r u m

carlogarcia.com

Art GAllery

Women & Their Work
FINALISTS: Ao5 Gallery, Austin Art Garage, RichesArt Gallery, 
SAGE Studio, West Chelsea Contemporary

“Beautiful new space and Chris Cowden 
has been supporting excellent women art-
ists in a supreme way.” – J a n e t  m a y k u s

1311 e. cesar chavez, womenandtheirwork.org

VisuAl Artist

Danielle 
DaVerona
FINALISTS: Aria Brownell, Rick Fleming, 
Jeremy the Artist, Deborah Roberts

“Passion, work ethic, and 
a lovely personality!”  
– B r i a n n a  m y e r s

Readers Poll

John AnderSon

MuseuM

The Blanton Museum of Art
FINALISTS: Bullock Texas State History Museum, The Contemporary Austin, George Washington Carver Museum, Cultural and Genealogy Center, Mexic-Arte Museum

“I looove the cathedral. I’m not religious but it’s so elegant, simple yet meaningful. A true work of art.” – H e i d i  g e r l i t z

200 e. mlk, blantonmuseum.org

ARTs & EnTERTAinMEnT
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Arts & entertAinment

PerforMAnce sPAce/theAtre

Paramount Theatre
FINALISTS: Fallout Theater, Ground Floor Theatre, The Vortex, 
Zach Theatre

“A beautiful venue. Some of my all-time 
favorite entertainers performed here. “   
– r i C H a r d  m o n s e e s

713 congress, austintheatre.org
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theAtre Director

Lisa scheps
FINALISTS: Katie Moore, Ginger Morris,  
Dave Steakley, Ken Webster

“A force to be reckoned with.”   
– d e w y  B r o o k s

ground Floor theatre, 979 springdale #122,  
groundFloortheatre.org
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Opening Night
May 26th

Casablanca
FULL SCHEDULE: AUSTINTHEATRE.ORG/FILM

PRESENTED BY
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coMic creAtor/ 
GrAPhic noVelist

Becky Cloonan
FINALISTS: Donny Cates, John Gholson,  
Sam Hurt, Drew Edwards

“Batman!” – m o H a m m a d  k a C H o o e e

instagram.com/beckycloonan

new Book By  
An Austin writer

Forget the Alamo: 
The Rise and Fall of 
an American Myth By 
BryAn BurrouGh,  
chris toMlinson, AnD  
JAson stAnforD
FINALISTS: let the lord sort them: the rise and Fall 
of the death Penalty by Maurice Chammah, the 
sweetness of water by Nathan Harris, wanted! 
mountain Cedars: dead and alive by Elizabeth 
McGreevy, what i am by Divya Srinivasan

“Because it bravely challenged  
conventional, historical thinking.”  
– s u z a n n e  n e w e l l

Burlesque PerforMer

Ginger snaps
FINALISTS: Chola Magnolia, Ruby Joule,  
Ruby Lamb, Zenyth Gale

“Ginger Snaps is always sexy, innova-
tive, entertaining, and most important 
of all, glittery!” – k a t i e  C o w d e n

gingersnapsburlesque.com

coMeDy cluB/Venue

Cap City Comedy Club
FINALISTS: Esther’s Follies, Fallout Theater, The Creek and 
the Cave, The Velveeta Room, Vulcan Gas Company

“Best atmosphere for not a lot of 
clams!” – k e n n e t H  w i l s o n

11506 century oaks ste. b-100, capcitycomedy.com

coMeDy/storytellinG 
showcAse

Moontower Comedy 
Festival
FINALISTS: Glow Show, Perverts, Stool Pigeon,  
Thrive Comedy Hour

“Incredible lineup and great venues.”  
– B r i t t a n y  C l a y

moontowercomedyFest.com

fiction writer

Amanda Eyre Ward
FINALISTS: C. Robert Cargill, Fernando A. Flores,  
James Wade, S. Kirk Walsh

“A gift to the Austin literary  
community.” – C l a u d i a  C o r u m

amandaward.com

nonfiction writer

skip Hollandsworth
FINALISTS: Elizabeth McGreevy, Jason Stanford,  
Jesse Sublett, Lawrence Wright

“Actual living legend. Anything he 
does, I’m riveted.” – a r i  g e r n a a t

JAnA BIrChum

outDoor festiVAl

Austin City Limits Music Festival
FINALISTS: Blues on the Green, Eeyore’s Birthday, Pecan Street Festival, Texas Hemp Harvest Festival

“me and 80,000 friends.” – d a v i d  s u l l i v a n

zilker park, aclFestival.com

Photo By FreAky neeko

Arts & 
entertAinMent 
wilD cArD

You’re My  
Butt Hole  
(short-liVeD VAn-
DAlisM of You’re MY 
Butter Half MurAl)
FINALISTS: Concept animals and ICOSA 
Collective’s Crit Nites (artist/audience 
conversations), Contracommon (nonprof-
it providing support for emerging artists), 
Future Front Texas’ Swim Sessions at the 
Line Hotel (poolside music-and-market 
series celebrating Pride), Summer Stock 
Austin (musical theatre program for high 
school and college students)

“It should be an an(nu)al 
tradition in Austin.”  
– H a n n a  H u a n g

BEsT oF AusTin 2022 READERs PoLL ARTs & EnTERTAinMEnT  cont inued

clAssicAl MusiciAn

Graham Reynolds
FINALISTS: Ilia De la Rosa, Anton Nel, Michelle Schumann,  
Ammon Taylor

“Brown suit, long hair, weird done well – it’s 
everything you need Austin classical music to 
be.” – m i C H e l l e  k e F F e r

grahamreynolds.com

DAncer/choreoGrAPher

sara Burke
FINALISTS: Jay Balcom, Vertarias Black, Stephen Mills,  
Jennifer Sherburn

“She really makes sure to know her students 
and learn their talents, capabilities, and capac-
ities to ensure a fun-to-perform number that 
is also so interesting to watch.” – k i r a  g r i F i n

saramorganburke.com

MurAlist

Zuzu Perkal
FINALISTS: Mez Data, Niz, Rex Hamilton, Chris Rogers

“her colors, style, and messages are so happy 
and positive. her murals always bring a smile 
to my face. Love you Zuzu!” – B l a i r e  B a B y a k

ihavepinkhair.com

GrAPhic Artist

Fez Moreno
FINALISTS: Billie Buck, Dave McClinton, Billy 
Perkins, Joseph Plata

“the work feels nostalgic, cur-
rent, and futuristic all at once.” 
– e r i C  r o d r i g u e z

instagram.com/Fezmoreno

coMeDy trouPe

Esther’s Follies
FINALISTS: Fuck This Week, Garage, Master 
Pancake, The Voyagers, Y’all We Asian

“high-energy hilarity that keeps 
Austin weird.” – t e r e s a  w a t k i n s

525 e. sixth, esthersFollies.com

stAnD-uP coMic

Vanessa Gonzalez
FINALISTS: Colton Dowling, Brian Gaar, 
Angelina Martin, Avery Moore

“Vanessa is the GoAt! Seriously 
one of the funniest people in 
the world. And she’s so good 
to her fans!” – k a t y  g l a d H i l l

vanessacomedy.com
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DrAG PerforMer

Louisianna Purchase
FINALISTS: Brigitte Bandit, Eileen Dover, Hermajestie the Hung, Vylette Ward

“napoleon Bonaparte would have lamented relin-
quishing this broad to his dying day.” – C a s e y  a l l e n

louisiannapurchase.com

locAl ViDeo GAMe DeVeloPer

WolfEye studios
FINALISTS: Cloud Imperium Games, FarBridge, Gunfire Games,  
Local Space Survey Corps

“I’m looking forward to Weird West!” – B r y a n  s m i t H

wolFeye-studios.com

MoVie theAtre

Alamo Drafthouse
FINALISTS: AFS Cinema, Moviehouse & Eatery, Paramount Theatre,  
Violet Crown Cinema

“Great food, great drinks, and a safe haven for any 
and all cinephiles. What’s not to like?”  
– m i C H a e l  P a y t o n

various locations

filM festiVAl/series

sXsW Film 
Festival
FINALISTS: aGLIFF, Austin Asian American 
Film Festival, Austin Film Festival, 
Fantastic Fest, Paramount Summer  
Classic Film Series

“my favorite week of the year! 
Pure magic <3” – C o n n e r  s m i t H

1400 lavaca, sxsw.com

filMMAker

Richard 
Linklater
FINALISTS: Owen Egerton, Mohit Jaswal, 
Allen Robertson & Damon Brown,  
Robert Rodriguez

“he’s built so much of the 
AtX film scene, and has 
remained a great artist  
and generous community  
member.” – J e n n i F e r  g r a H a m

detourFilm.com

JAnA BIrChum

DrAG showcAse

Coco Cxnts Drag Brunch at Coconut Club
FINALISTS: Playdate at Far Out Lounge, Poo Poo Platter at Elysium, Vanguard: The Drag Revolution at Swan Dive, 
Vixens of Volstead Drag Brunch at the Volstead Lounge

“the cunts never disappoint! honey Baby on the mic is pure comedy, Bohemia 
is so sexy, and Bridgette bandit [sic] is the cutest bimbo in town serving knee 
slides for days!!!” – k a t H e e  l o z a n o

310-b colorado, instagram.com/coconutclub.austin

, HOSTED BY RICHARD LINKLATER
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John Anderson

Best Wizardly d&d Game master

Mike Nystul at Sherwood Forest Faire
 What better environment than a rollicking ren fest out in the wilderness in 
which to throw your dice and adventure up some arcane treasure with fellow 
travelers? none, we avow – especially when the game master is the wizardly 
Mike nystul, who’s been leading successful quests for decades and who, with 
performative flair, now plies his trade in the midst of sherwood Forest’s magis­
terial milieu. Bonus fact: nystul’s father used to play with Dungeons & Dragons 
co­creator Gary Gygax(!) back in the early Balrog­bashing days.

wanderingwizard.guru

Critics Picks
ArtS & ENtErtAiNMENt
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Arts & entertAinment

Best PossiBility to Get your 
Hands dirty at an art oPeninG

All the Sudden
 Would you like to sit cross­legged on 
the floor and have poetry read to you? 
does eating homemade baked potatoes 
while wandering through an art show 
sound like your style? The dIY project 
space All the sudden features such artis­
tic experiments. Located in a residential 
neighborhood between Airport and ed 
Bluestein Boulevard, ATs consists of a 
1,000­square­foot warehouse, a large 
backyard, and a rental property occupied 
by its organizers, emily Lee, Thom Waddill, 
and Anthony Laurence. The space wel­
comes community­driven proposals for 
exhibitions and events ranging from poetry 
readings to art shows, book clubs, mutual 
aid gatherings, and material workshops.

906 Koerner, allthesudden.com

Best scene-Print

Fine Southern 
Gentlemen and Feels  
So Good records
 Both acronymized as “FsG,” printers 
Fine southern Gentleman and sister busi­
ness Feels so Good records have gelled 
into a cultural hub at their latest location 
on Alpine road. The converted industrial 
space is, at once, a screenprinting facility 
where local merch gets manufactured, a 
retail space selling hip apparel, a record 
store, a design shop, and an event space. 
With the latter, FsG has added a stylish 
dIY space into Austin’s music ecosystem 
that’s emerging as a favorite spot for 
record releases, parties, and special events.

Fine southern gentlemen & Feels so good records,  
211 e. alpine, Finesoutherngentlemen.com,  

Fsgrecords.com

Best Place to BinGe on tV

AtX television 
Festival
 Cheers. Frasier. The Jeffersons. 
M*A*S*H. It’s an elite group that makes 
it to 11 seasons – and none of them 
notched that achievement during a 
global pandemic. From bootstrap 
beginnings way back in 2012, ATX 
Television Festival co­founders Caitlin 
McFarland and emily Gipson have 
grown their event into a must­attend 
fest that’s a favorite of fans and 
industry folks alike for its good­vibes­
only, egalitarian ethos. The pandemic 
only inspired ATX to double down 
on its commitment to being a force 
of good with the launch of nonprofit 
the syndication Project, promoting 
inclusivity and compassion in the 
television arts. Come June, the fest 
returns to in­person programming 
with Scrubs and Parenthood cast­and­
crew reunions.

atxFestival.com

Best underGround  
raVe sustainers

1222.Productions
 Among the lovely return of unoffi­
cial, impromptu music spaces during 
south by southwest 2022, the artful, 
intense party­planners of 1222.Produc­
tions absolutely win for throwing a 
rave at a south Austin Long John 
silver’s. Locally launched saliYah dJ’d 
from atop two trash receptacles read­
ing “Thank You.” Prior, the secret fes­
tivity­makers – whose location details 
typically text out hours before – host­
ed Faux real at Ben White’s Blazer 
Tag. earning their first Austin Music 
Industry Awards nomination, the team 
gained notoriety for hosting electronic 
performances in local drainage tun­
nels. Balancing pop­up surprise with 
thought­out ticketing, sound systems, 
and artful installations, 1222’s scope 
keeps getting more creative.

instagram.com/1222.productions
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Best outdoor cinema adVocates

Blue Starlite Mini Urban Drive-in
 Founded in 2009 to keep a great American tradition alive, no one 
could have foreseen that Austin’s own drive­in experiment would 
become so vital to our moviegoing culture. As indoor theatres closed 
due to the pandemic, the Blue starlite shone brighter than ever, 
adding screens and locations, investing in top­end projectors for big 
hollywood pix, hosting micro­indies, keeping festivals safe and in­ 
person, and helping organizations like Community First!’s Commun­
ity Cinema get on the drive­in trip. Truly, the drive­in will never die.

Blue starlite mueller ii, 2103 e.m. FranKlin, Bluestarlitedrivein.com/austin;  
Blue starlite downtown, 300 san antonio, Bluestarlitedrivein.com/downtown;  

Blue starlite north, 12709 mopac n., Bluestarlitedrivein.com/aBout-3;  
Blue starlite round rocK, 800 harrell pKwy., round rocK, Bluestarlitedrivein.com/round-rocK

Zeke BArBAro

teensiest art exHiBit in austin

really Small Museum AtX
 Curators Marianne newsom and Juliet Whitsett have upped east Austin’s art game with two white cube galleries – the 
size of Little Free Libraries – on each of their front lawns. From now until november, the Banton road Museum of Art 
and the 14th Corner Contemporary are offering exquisite micro exhibits each month, plus a few flash shows in between. 
Artist talks, opening receptions, and live performances accompany these delicate displays, so be sure to check out their 
Instagram for updates big and small. instagram.com/reallysmallmuseum_atx

Best Pandemic  
Production House

Paper Street Pictures
 When the pandemic hit, sets closed, right? 
And only the big studios could afford to 
implement all those health and safety proto­
cols, right? Wrong and wrong. Austin­based 
Paper street Pictures, founded by Aaron B. 
koontz, proved you could make movies safe­
ly on a budget, and they did it 12 times at the 
height of CoVId, plus launched the Blood 
oath horror movie consultancy, all while 
keeping Texas techs and artists employed. 
Paper by name, rock­solid by nature.

paperstreetpictures.com

Best Place to aPPreciate 
Furniture as Fine art

rath Gallery
 rath Gallery, which opened last fall, is 
Austin’s only gallery dedicated to furniture 
and rare home decor. While all of the inven­
tory is for sale, the experience of browsing 
the store is designed to be similar to visit­
ing fine art galleries in major cities like Los 
Angeles or new York. The gallery features 
antiques and objects that are often hun­
dreds of years old, and owners eli rabb 
and Maggie orth often share enchant­
ing stories about each object they have 
acquired for the space, detailing histories 
and provenances that span the globe.

900 n. lamar, galleryrath.com

Best Boost For  
BuddinG moViemakers

AFS Grants
 Would kat Candler have been showrun­
ner for TV smash Queen Sugar without 
that $5,000 grant to help distribute her 
debut feature, Cicadas? Would Zellner 
Bros. have worked with robert Pattinson 
if they hadn’t received a thousand bucks 
for their 2004 short, “Quasar hernandez”? 
Maybe, because they’re insanely talent­
ed, but early career support from AFs 
Grants has helped hundreds of filmmakers 
through over $2.2 million in grants and 
support since 1996. With the establish­
ment of a new endowment, this vital pro­
gram is set to continue its pivotal role in 
nurturing new talent. remember, the next 
film they support could be yours.

1901 e. 51st, austinFilm.org

John Anderson

BESt oF AUStiN 2022 CritiCS PiCkS ArtS & ENtErtAiNMENt  cont inued
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BreT BrookshIre

Best Place to learn tHe art oF GlassmakinG

Ghost Pepper Glass
 Glassblowing and other ancient ways of working with molten, malleable sili­
cates: not the sort of delicate art you can teach yourself, really, no matter how 
many YouTube instructionals you binge. Besides, Austin’s own Ghost Pepper 
Glass professionals – working, award­winning artists in their own right – wel­
come students at all levels of proficiency, glad to share their sandbending 
skills and passion, to help you achieve your most inspired, light­shifting, amor­
phous­solid dreams in their fully equipped eastside studio.

979 springdale #100, ghostpepperglass.com
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Readers Poll
Nightlife

Dive Bar

Nickel City
FINALISTS: Back Lot, Barfly’s, The Grackle, 
Lala’s Little Nugget

“Good vibes and great 
drinks.” – T y l e r  l o f g r e n

1133 E. 11th, nickElcitybar.com

SportS Bar

haymaker
FINALISTS: Black Sheep Lodge, Lavaca 
Street Bar, Little Woodrow’s, The Tavern

“Poutine.” – r e b e c c a  r o w

2310 manor rd., haymakEraustin.com

Bar for SingleS

Cheer Up 
Charlies
FINALISTS: Barbarella, Little Drinks 
Lounge, Outer Heaven Disco Club, 
Yard Bar

“No one is ever made to 
feel uncomfortable here…
unless they make someone 
else uncomfortable.”  
– l a n i  o g l e w o o d

900 rEd rivEr, chEErupcharliEs.com

Happy Hour

loro
FINALISTS: Honey Moon Spirit Lounge, 
Péché, Salty Sow, Uchi, Uchiko

“You can’t go wrong with 
the love child of Aaron 
Franklin and Tyson Cole.”  
– S a r a h  P e n d l e y

2115 s. lamar, loroEats.com

large live MuSic venue

ACl live at the Moody 
theater
FINALISTS: Emo’s, Mohawk, Moody Amphitheater  
at Waterloo Park, Stubb’s

“Great sound and sightlines.” – T i m  b r o w n

310 W. WilliE nElson, acl-livE.com

intiMate live MuSic venue

hotel Vegas
FINALISTS: Antone’s Nightclub, Cactus Cafe, Continental Club,  
Sahara Lounge, Saxon Pub

“So glad we have returned to the days of sweaty 
pits (human & mosh) at Vegas. Also, why are 
the walls sweating? I love it.” – b l a i r e  b a b y a k

1502 E. sixth, tExashotElvEgas.com

outDoor venue

Cheer Up Charlies
FINALISTS: The Far Out Lounge & Stage, Mohawk, Moody Amphitheater 
at Waterloo Park, Stubb’s

“Vibes are always good, DJs here are fantastic, 
and the drinks are amazing.” – P a i g e  a P P l e w h i T e

900 rEd rivEr, chEErupcharliEs.com

DJ

DJ Chorizo funk
FINALISTS: BoyFriend ATX, DJ Eriq Stylez, DJ Mel, Y2K

“He makes me feel like he’s spinning just for me 
and my good judy’s! :)” – c h r i S T i a n  P r u n e d a

chorizofunk.com

roMantic Dinner

Justine’s Brasserie
FINALISTS: 1417, Hestia, Lenoir, Uchi

“Even after all this time it’s still the sexiest 
restaurant around.” – T h e o d o r e  S o P h e r

4710 E. fifth, justinEs1937.com

cHeap Date

the little Darlin’
FINALISTS: Buzz Mill, De Nada Cantina, El Taquito, Kinda Tropical

“Them sliders are delicious.” – a l e x a n d r a  S l e e P S

6507 circlE s, thElittlEdarlin.com

JoHN ANDErSoN

cocktail Bar

tiki tatsu-Ya
FINALISTS: Drink.Well, Here Nor There,  
Honey Moon Spirit Lounge, Roosevelt Room, 
Whisler’s

“Feels like a totally immersive 
adult Disneyland where you’ve 
abandoned the Boredom ship 
and washed ashore a fantas-
tical mystery island. It’s insane 
how detail oriented and inter-
active it is.” – d a n n y  r i h a
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nigHtlife WilD carD

Bar lighting at tiki 
tatsu-Ya (ligHting DeSign By 
natalie george proDuctionS)
FINALISTS: Double or Nothing Two-Step (“Austin Honky-Tonk  
Two-Step” lessons), GameOn! ATX (live game show experience), 
The Underground Roller Disco (roving roller skate meetup),  
Your Karaoke Fun Cab (electric karaoke cab service)

“Tiki bar in Austin: cool. Tiki bar in Austin 
designed by NGP: way cooler!”  
– m i c h e l l e  k e f f e r

1300 s. lamar, tiki-tatsuya.com
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SHEllEY HIAm

BartenDer

Kathee lozano (Cheer Up Charlies)
FINALISTS: Ariel De Leon (Barbarella), Austin Harrison (The Far Out Lounge & Stage),  
Matthew Korzelius (Roosevelt Room), Chris Lueck (Cactus Cafe)

“Kathee’s vibe is always a bright, sweet one, and her drinks are always DElISH!” 
– Z e n y T h  g a l e

900 rEd rivEr, chEErupcharliEs.com
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JoHN ANDErSoN

eScape rooM

Austin Panic Room
FINALISTS: Escape Hour, Lockout Austin,  
Novel Escape, Pinballz Arcade

“Great for team building.” – k e l l y  f e r r a r o

1205 rio grandE; 4403 guadalupE;  
tExaspanicroom.com/projEct-panic

Best of AUstiN 2022 ReADeRs Poll Nightlife  cont inued

JANA BIrCHum

Dance cluB

Barbarella
FINALISTS: Coconut Club, Elysium, Outer Heaven Disco Club, Rain on 4th

“The staff and owners know how to make a safe and fun 
space for Austin. We love to see y’all thrive.” – e r i k a  m o o n

pool Hall

the grand
FINALISTS: Betsy’s Billiards, Crow Bar, Sagebrush, Warehouse 
Billiard Bar

“Because of the people! The culture, 
management, and just flat out everything 
about it. Cleanest balls in town too.”  
– c a l e b  r i c h T e r

4631 airport #121, thEgrandatx.com

JukeBox

Casino el Camino
FINALISTS: Barfly’s, Buddy’s Place, Deep Eddy Cabaret,  
the Golden Goose

“All hail the jukebox king CASINo El 
CAmINo!” – h e a T h e r  w h i T e

517 E. sixth, casinoElcamino.nEt

aDult cluB

the Yellow Rose
FINALISTS: The Friends Club, Palazio Gentlemen’s Club, 
Perfect 10, Red Rose

“Dem wings though. This is the A Team.”  
– J a y n i e  b a d g e T T

6528 n. lamar, yElloWrosE.com

karaoke

ego’s
FINALISTS: Back Bar Karaoke at Hole in the Wall, Canary Roost, Cutthroat 
Karaoke at Latchkey, Common Interest

“Year after year Austin changes, yet Ego’s stays the 
same … and that’s a good thing.” – m a T T h e w  b o b b i T T

510 s. congrEss, Egos-karaokE-bar.businEss.sitE, instagram.com/Egosbaratx

trivia nigHt

the highball
FINALISTS: Butterfly Bar, Full Sass Trivia, Get It Gals Trivia, Pluckers Wing Bar

“Great host.” – J o h n  T u l l a r

1120 s. lamar, thEhighball.com

place  
for SoBer 
Socializing

Cosmic 
Coffee +  
Beer garden
FINALISTS: Epoch Coffee, Genuine 
Joe Coffee House, Opa! Coffee & 
Wine Bar, Radio Coffee & Beer, 
Sans Bar

“Beautiful outdoor  
setting with strong stiff 
coffee.” – m o n a  S a r k i S S

121 picklE #111,  
cosmiccoffEEbEEr.com

Queer party

tuezgayz
FINALISTS: aGLIFF, Cyber Queen, Neon Rainbows, Sister Fisters’ Disco Bloodbath

“Absolutely iconic.” – V i c T o r i a  l e r m a

611 rEd rivEr, fb.com/barbarElla.austin.9

lgBtQia cluB

Cheer Up 
Charlies
FINALISTS: Coconut Club, Highland 
Lounge, Oilcan Harry’s, Rain on 4th

“Always fun, sometimes 
freaky. Great music book-
ings, perfect balance of 
loungey and dance party 
spaces. But the clincher 
is the way they actively 
and thoughtfully support 
the community.”  
– l o r a  b l a c k w e l l

900 rEd rivEr, chEErupcharliEs.com
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Critics Picks
Nightlife
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Best Way to FolloW in the 
Footsteps oF a serial Killer

Murder Walk Austin
 If you partake in Murder Walk Austin, it is 
very possible that after a tension-building 
moment digesting the grisly injuries found in 
an 1880s autopsy, someone will shout, “That’ll 
do it.” For the irreverent, historically minded, 
and true-crime-obsessed among us, Walking 
Tours of Austin’s nighttime jaunt through 
Downtown’s former crime scenes scratches 
every itch. The tour focuses on Austin’s very 
own 19th-century axe murderer, the man O. 
Henry dubbed the “Servant Girl Annihilator.” 
Best experienced with either a notepad or 
a belly full of margarita, take your pick.

touratx.com/murder-walk-austin

Best neighBorhood Bar 
that’s never too CroWded

the Aristocrat
 Looking for a bar you can bring your 
mom to? A low-key first date hang? 
Cheap drinks without sacrificing ambi-
ence? A place you’re probably not going 
to see anyone you know on the week-
end? Rare is the bar that encompasses 
all of these moods and more, but the 
Aristocrat delivers. Off the beaten path 
in a huge lot on Burnet, with impeccable 
mood lighting, comfy booths, two usual-
ly accessible pool tables, ample outdoor 
seating, and a food truck parked outside, 
it’s the perfect place for when you can’t 
be bothered to choose. Devoid of all that 
makes lesser bars grating – pretension, 
crowds, no parking – the Aristocrat pro-
vides the ineffable vibe that one looks 
for, arguably, in every dive bar: coziness, 
fun, an escape. A neighborhood place 
where you can lose track of time.

6507 Burnet rd., aristocratloungeatx.com

Best neW Beer Bar

Burnet go to
 Beer bars – remember those? 
They were like mainstream news 
media aggregators of the early 
2010s craft beer industry, curating 
only the most interesting hazy 
ales and sweet stouts, all under 
one roof! But now everyone most-
ly just flocks to the source of the 
action, the brewery taproom, out 
of sheer convenience. But Burnet 
Go To is changing the narrative of 
exploratory boozing back to the 
well-constructed beer wall, bring-
ing hard-to-reach lagers and ales 
by brands like Southern Heights, 
ABGB, and Family Business all the 
way to North Austin. They also 
are keen to show frequent footy 
matches (with sound!), great inte-
rior lighting, and an all-day coffee 
bar to boot.

6800 Burnet rd. #2, Burnetgoto.com

DAvID BReNDAN HALL

Best austin  
Bastion oF Ballroom

house of lepore
 Ballroom culture, the historic 
drag competitions founded in 
underground Black and Latinx 
queer culture, blossoms in Austin 
thanks to the House of Lepore. 
Headed up by Mother Natalie, 
aka Ms. Girl 6, this drag family 
whips up breathlessly beautiful 
events with cash prizes that 
bring all the girlies out. Writing 
their names in the history books 
as the first official ball at South 
by Southwest, giving fantastic 
plastic at their April Doll Ball, 
and blazing forward a future for 
queer, BIPOC-prioritized spac-
es: It’s House of Lepore’s world, 
babe, and we’re just walkin’ in it.

instagram.com/houseoflepore

JANA BIRCHuM

Best BaBy sister Bar

little Drinks lounge
 It takes some moxie to open a 
business smack-dab in the middle of 
a global pandemic, but co-owners of 
eastside hang zone Drinks Lounge 
teamed up with longtime bar maven 
Sabrina Brochu to do just that last 
year. The team’s combined decades 
of experience and determination 
birthed a winning formula in what 
they call “Drinks’ little sister,” nestled 
under the Davis SoCo apartments. 
Baby sis echoes its sibling’s laid-back 
vibe but with a twist of girl-gang 
energy, serving up creative cocktails, 
affordable brews, and tasty pizzas to 
a chill crowd of south siders who call 
it a home away from home.

3801 s. congress #116, littledrinkslounge.com
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BReT BROOkSHIRe

Best no-Bs danCe Zone

Outer heaven Disco Club
 In a city as obsessed with becoming 
bigger and better as Austin is, Outer 
Heaven Disco Club does the opposite. 
The club prides itself on its no-bullshit 
attitude, proving night after night that all 
it takes is good music, colorful lights, and 
a big ol’ disco ball to get a crowd going. 
Head on down any Friday or Saturday 
night for dance-induced bliss (or Thursday 
for karaoke), and be sure to check out  
@outerheavendiscoclub on Instagram, the 
club owner’s personal tell-all about the tri-
als and tribulations of holding the keys to 
heaven. 1808 e. 12th, outerheavendiscocluBatx.com
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Best texas-inspired vietnamese smoKehouse  
to sip a CoCKtail By dim light and see live Bands

Smokin Beauty
 The AC staffers are paid BIG money by BIG ALT NeWS bosses to take in small 
jazz dive bars, drink exotic cocktails, and indulge in random BBQ spots all around 
town. That takes time! But every once in a while, one place will converge into a 
singular, sizzling nightspot that impossibly offers all three. Tucked afar in a part 
of North Lamar where one could never randomly expect to become intimate with 
brisket and char siu pork on rice, viet-Tex martinis, and a stand-up double bass 
as other similarly smitten patrons lightheartedly sway to bebop, Smokin Beauty 
hits all the perfect notes to a supernova evening. 11806 n. lamar, smokinBeautyatx.com

Best natural  
Wine hangout

lolo
 In February 2020, Austin earned 
its first-ever natural wine bar and 
bottle shop. Tucked in the previous 
Gypsy Lounge building nestled 
next to Hotel vegas, the eastside 
hangout has provided ideal infor-
mal cool since its popular opening. 
Pick between a huge outdoor 
patio and a cozy indoor space, 
warmed by light wood and glowy 
globes. Alongside natural and sus-
tainably focused pours, the menu 
includes beers, spritzes, and socia-
ble snacks like a crusty baguette 
or tinned fish. Find food pop-ups 
and frequent DJs, including kyle 
Dixon of Survive, spinning in the 
takeaway bottle corner. A parking 
lot and occasional celebrity sight-
ings don’t hurt either.

1504 e. sixth, lolo.wine

Best neon laByrinth

Coconut Club
 Since launching in December 2019, 
tropical-themed Coconut Club’s huge 
patio, tucked among high-rises in the 
LGBTQIA-emphasizing Warehouse 
District, found an instant afterhours 
fan base. The hub amends Austin’s 
reputation as not-really-a-clubbing-
town with pristinely picked DJs 
emphasizing house and electronic in 
the laser pit. Alongside the queens 
leading Coco Cxnts Drag Brunch, col-
laborating nightlife names like Y2k, 
Shared Frequencies, Peligrosa, and 
Joaqu.n helped build the mystique. 
Co-owners and former Cheer up 
Charlies bartenders Brian Almaraz 
and Cole evans expanded their neon-
lit labyrinth to include on-site bar 
Neon Grotto, eatery Cuatro Gato, 
and short-lived club Forever eternal 
Moments. Now facing demise for a 
mixed-use tower on Fourth Street, 
Coco wins Best Developer Baiting 
for putting “COOL CHeF DRIveN 
ReSTAuRANT” in their Instagram bio.

310-B colorado, instagram.com/coconutcluB.austin

Best pandemiC projeCt

Vacancy Brewing
 While everyone was hunkered 
down in their pandemic bubbles, 
vacancy was busy building them-
selves a nifty little warehouse brew-
ery in the truest sense: a sectional 
garage door as the main entrance, 
a dozen tight little recipes on the 
big board (including a first-class 
mainstay Pilsner called June and a 
spectacular rotational dark lager in 
Puddle Splasher schwarzbier), and 
indoor picnic benches to workshop 
grand post-pandemic ideas with 
your drinking pals. This small but 
cleverly embellished, open-late, 
St. elmo-area brewery is reminis-
cent of something straight out of 
Seattle’s Ballard District, like Stoup 
or Reuben’s Brews, bringing a fresh 
perspective to Austin’s replicating 
taproom scene.

415 e. st. elmo ste. 1-d2, vacancyBrewing.com
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Readers Poll
Politics & Media

Weatherperson

david Yeomans 
(KXaN)
FINALISTS: James Greenhaw (“Pflugerville 
Weatherguy”), Erika Lopez (KVUE),  
Allison Miller (CBS Austin), Chikage  
Windler (CBS Austin)

“Thorough, honest, and intelligent 
reporting. His social media game 
is fire too.” – B e r n a d e t t e  d e l a  C r u z

instagram.com/davidyeomansweather

Journalist

tony Plohetski 
(austin american-
statesman, KVUe)
FINALISTS: Gus Bova (Texas Observer),  
Kevin Curtin (austin Chronicle), Ashley Lopez 
(KUT News), Audrey McGlinchy (KUT News), 
Austin Sanders (austin Chronicle)

“It’s never a good day when Tony 
Goddamn Plohetski calls you at 
work.” – J a s o n  s t a n f o r d

twitter.com/tplohetski

Film CritiC

Korey coleman 
(double toasted)
FINALISTS: Jenny Nulf (austin Chronicle),  
Robert Sims (lights Camera austin),  
Martin Thomas (double toasted),  
Eric Webb (austin american-statesman),  
Richard Whittaker (austin Chronicle)

“Besides being the hardest work-
ing man in show business, he’s 
been reviewing movies nonstop 
for the last 25+ years! It’s a recog-
nition that’s long overdue.”  
– J a r r e l l  s t o w e

twitter.com/kcoolman

radio program

texas standard (KUt)
FINALISTS: Blue Monday With Mike Buck (Sun Radio), The Breaks 
(KUTX), Horizontes (KUTX), Old School Dance Party (KUTX)

“I love the way it addresses Texas politics in an 
approachable and relatable way.” – a m a n d a  P e r e s

kUt 90.5Fm, 300 w. dean keeton, kUt.org

spanish-language  
radio station

la Raza 95.1FM
FINALISTS: 107.1 La Z, Amor 107.7, KOKE Tejano AM 1600,  
Qué Buena 104.3

“Gracias por la buena música y por ser  
de La Raza.” – J o s e  r a m i r e z

larazalaraza.com/aUstin

online media outlet

texas tribune
FINALISTS: Austin.com, The Austin Common,  
The Austin Monitor, Austonia

“Sometimes the Texas Tribune scoops 
a story at the Legislature before staff 
even knows. Hard to give a better 
compliment than that.” – a n d r e  t r e i B e r

919 congress, sixth Floor, texastribUne.org

radio station

KUt 90.5FM
FINALISTS: KMFA 89.5, KOOP 91.7, KUTX 98.9, Sun Radio

“The only station I listen to.”  
– d a n  J o C h n o w i t z

300 w. dean keeton, kUt.org

radio host

laurie Gallardo 
(KUtX)
FINALISTS: Suzanna Choffel (Sun Radio),  
Jody Denberg (KUTX), Dale Dudley (formerly KLBJ), 
Rick McNulty (KUTX)

“Ain’t no party like a LaurieGee party!” 
– J e r e m y  l o P e z

kUtx.org/hosts-staFF/laUrie-gallardo

podCast

double toasted
FINALISTS: Horror Queers, Murder in America,  
The Night Owl, Over the Lege

“I love this podcast so much. It’s the 
kind of podcast that can turn your 
day around in an instant.”  
– t h o m a s  m a d d e n

doUbletoasted.com

tV neWs station

KXaN
FINALISTS: CBS Austin, FOX 7, KVUE, Spectrum News, 
Univision 62

“I can rely on their integrity to get to 
the truth and investigate why.”  
– J o a q u i n  V i l l a n u e V a

908 w. mlk, kxan.com

tV anChor/reporter

Quita culpepper 
(KVUe)
FINALISTS: Robert Hadlock (KXAN), Sally Hernandez 
(KXAN), Bryan Mays (KVUE), Britt Moreno (KXAN), 
Trevor Scott (CBS Austin)

“She is so professional and personal  
at the same time.” – w e n d y  P r e k a s

twitter.com/QUitac_kvUe

sportsCaster

Roger Wallace (KXaN)
FINALISTS: Bob Ballou (CBS Austin), Dennis de la Peña 
(FOX 7), Jeff Jones (KVUE)

“He’s like a favorite uncle.”  
– s u z a n n e  P i t t m a n

twitter.com/rwallacekxan

JAnA BIRcHum

Volunteer experienCe

austin animal center
FINALISTS: Central Texas Food Bank, It’s My Park Day, Meals on Wheels, Mobile Loaves & Fishes

“Great way to support the city’s shelter while getting a lot of love from a bunch of fur 
babies.” – B e l i n d a  h a r e

7201 levander loop, aUstintexas.gov/aUstin-animal-center
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JoHn AndeRSon

print publiCation

the austin chronicle
FINALISTS: the austin american-statesman, austin monthly, Community impact, Peach fuzz

“The people’s press!!!” – J o h n  l .  h a n s o n  J r .

4000 n. i-35, aUstinchronicle.com
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JAnA BIRcHum

loCal ControVersy

Homelessness crisis
FINALISTS: February’s boil water notice, I-35 expansion plans, rising housing costs, Save Austin Now’s Prop A flops

Best oF aUstiN 2022 ReadeRs Poll Politics & Media  cont inued

Food Writer

Nadia chaudhury (eater austin)
FINALISTS: Rob Balon (Dining Out With Rob Balon), Addie Broyles (The Feminist Kitchen),  
Melanie Haupt (austin Chronicle), Matthew Odam (austin american-statesman)

“constantly producing great content, and showcasing small, 
minority-owned businesses.” – a n d r é s  G a r z a

twitter.com/nadiachaUdhUry

photographer

casey chapman Ross
FINALISTS: Jana Birchum, David Brendan Hall, Roger Ho, Jay Janner, Annie Ray

“casey does it all and captures some of the coolest moments in 
our city. From porch shoots with families to political rallies, casey 
captures what keeps Austin weird!” – J u s t i n  P e r e z

caseychapmanrossphotography.com

online personality

colin Browen (the Paranormal Files)
FINALISTS: Clarissa Cardenas (ATX Concert Queen), Jane Ko (A Taste of Koko),  
Rachel Emma (Rachel Lately), Scandalous (@ScandalousOfficial)

“Best show on YouTube with crazy historical locations and real 
paranormal evidence unlike all the other fake ghost shows.”  
– w i l l i a m  s a V a G e

yoUtUbe.com/c/theparanormalFilesoFFicialchannel

eleCted oFFiCial: City

Greg casar
FINALISTS: Steve Adler, Paige Ellis, Vanessa Fuentes, Natasha Harper-Madison

“Started out behind a bullhorn demanding rights for Austin’s work-
ers 10 years ago. Greg is the real deal.” – J a C k  m C G a V i C k

twitter.com/gregcasar

eleCted oFFiCial: state

lloyd doggett
FINALISTS: Gina Hinojosa, Donna Howard, Celia Israel, James Talarico

“Lloyd is a class act.” – s u z a n n e  m C C u r l e y

doggett.hoUse.gov

nonproFit/grassroots org

austin Pets alive!
FINALISTS: Austin Justice Coalition, HAAM (Health Alliance for Austin Musicians), I Live Here I Give 
Here, Mothers Against Greg Abbott, SIMS Foundation

“makes this community the safest place for pets in the nation!”  
– h a n n a h  h o r s t m a n

1156 w. cesar chavez, aUstinpetsalive.org

aCtiVist

Nancy thompson  
(Mothers against Greg abbott)
FINALISTS: Ashley Cheng (Asian Texans for Justice), Diana Gómez (Progress Texas), Chris Harris (Austin 
Justice Coalition), Chas Moore (Austin Justice Coalition)

“It just takes one voice to start a movement.” – n e V a  P u r n e l l

mothersagainstgregabbott.com

“A seemingly hopeless dilem-
ma unsolvable by our elected 
knot heads.” –  r o B e r t  l a r s e n

“Housing is a human right.”  
–  d e s m o n d  d r u m m e r

“I am a native Austinite who 
is tired of feeling unsafe in 
my community due to the 
failed homeless policies our 
city council members have 
pushed.” –  e r i k a  B l a n k e n s h i P

“Shocking the lack of empa-
thy I see.” –  l a u r a  G r i m e s

“It killed the city, it made it 
gross, it was national news 
and the horrible leadership 
in Austin caused the whole 
thing.” –  J e n n i f e r  w h i t e

“more help needs to be 
given to homeless popula-
tion, not punishment.”  
–  t a y l o r  e  s t e w a r t

“need to help these people. 
could be any one of us 
some day.” –  k a t h y  h a u G e

“Get rid of the bums!”  
–  e r i k  m C C

“The city council messed 
this one up for everybody. 
They could have handled 
it so much better had they 
asked for input and created 
a plan.” –  l e t i C i a  m e n d o z a

“Tiny homes before 
mcmansions! Get our peo-
ple housed!!!” –  s a r a  r o n d e r

“What the fuck is wrong  
with these assh*les I live with  
in this city? People need to 
sleep and you can’t spare the  
underpasses?” –  P a u l  n o r m a n d i n

“The city needs to get busy 
with providing more solutions.”  
–  l a u r e e n  C h e r n o w

“Tell the city council how wrong 
headed buying rundown hotels 
is - it doesn’t work, the West 
coast has proven that!”  
–  s t e V e  B u r t o n

“PeoPLe ARe eVeRYWHeRe 
on THe STReeTS And 
WATeRWAYS” –  d i a n e  B r e w e r

“The treatment of the homeless 
shames us all.” –  l i s a  G e n t r y
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TAKE 
CONTROL
OF YOUR 
FUTURE
at ACC

START NOW
Summer Classes Start May 31
Fall Classes Start August 22

austincc.edu Rebecca G.

JoHn AndeRSon

politiCs and media Wild Card

Bans off our Bodies  
(protest in support oF abortion rights)
FINALISTS: Amplify Austin Day (annual giving event), Democrasexy (pleasure activism),  
MyPoint.TV (online media platform), When Where What Austin (“purveyors of now” social media)

“This protest was super inspiring. We’ll need to see more of this as Roe 
approaches its end.” – e m i l y  C l a r k

plannedparenthoodaction.org/rightFUlly-oUrs/bans-oFF-oUr-bodies
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PolitiCs & Media
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Best Dog-themeD 
hospitality inDustry-
CentriC austin meme page

austin industry Pups
 Austin’s service industry has been 
through a lot over the past couple of 
years, but clearly hasn’t lost its sense 
of humor if @austinindustrypups is any 
indication. Memes of adorable puppy 
pics feature text that might be a bit 
inside-baseball for nonindustry folks 
at times, but some are universal, like a 
blurry, bleary-eyed pug that just says, 
“Barfly’s.” I know, right? They’ve got 
their paws on the city’s pulse, making 
timely commentary on happenings 
in the biz and having a go at every 
aspect of the industry, from patron to 
critic to staff, and it’s great fun.

instagram.com/austinindustrypups

Best guiDe to  
tomorrow’s austin

towers.net
 This site is what they call “content 
marketing” for the Downtown-focused 
real estate agency that produces it. 
Yet writer/editor (and native Austinite) 
James Rambin has made it a must-visit 
destination for anyone trying to keep 
up with Austin’s endless boom time. 
Each week features not only deep 
dives into the latest plans and current 
status of the site’s namesake towers, 
but lots of backstory about the people, 
structures, and locations involved in 
each storyline of Austin’s long-running 
land-use soap opera. Reading it will 
heighten your situational awareness 
and help you check your assumptions 
about the city you actually live in.

austin.towers.net

Best miDDay mixes

deejay slyce on 
KaZi 88.7FM
 The hours between 1 and 4pm 
are often spent trying to get into a 
groove at work or maybe dealing 
with traffic on your way to a quick 
lunch. Luckily Austinites have 
Deejay Slyce at that time to keep 
heads nodding and butts shak-
ing in whatever seat you might 
find yourself. On a typical day, 
the man behind the decks can go 
from Laid Back’s “White Horse” to 
the Jets’ “Crush on You,” making 
stops at Chubb Rock, Röyksopp, 
and Connie along the way. The 
only problem is that Slyce might 
be coming a bit too hard for a 
weekday afternoon. Hopefully your 
chair will survive the moves.

8906 wall st. #203, kazifm.org

Best texas  
true-Crime stories

the drag audio 
Production House
 Located within UT’s Moody 
College of Communication, this 
podcast studio is a startup of 
startups. Robert Quigley, associ-
ate professor of practice and an 
associate director at the school, 
started The Drag in 2019 to merge 
student and professional journal-
ism and produce unique, Texas-
specific content. Darkness: The 
Orange Tree became The Drag’s 
first smashing true-crime success 
in 2020, with over 4,000 ratings 
on Apple Podcasts. This year, 
Katey Outka, The Drag’s associate 
director and a UT journalism pro-
fessor, worked with student Ashley 
Miznazi to launch the production 
house’s second longform, true-
crime exploration, Darkness: Austin 
Bomber. Count on The Drag for 
wonderfully chilling content.

g. B. dealey center for new media,  
300 w. dean keeton, thedragaudio.com

DAvID BREnDAn HALL

Best on-air eleCtroniC hour

soundfounder
 We already admired Andrew P Brown for running inside-Juiceland vinyl shop 
Exploded Records and co-founding the much-loved showcase series Exploded Drawing. 
Turns out, the eclectic music curator also makes a great radio deejay, Wednesdays at 
8pm on KUTX. His 2021-launched electronic and beat show, Soundfounder, supports 
the leading Austin station’s efforts at genre expansion. On air, Brown’s exploratory, 
educational, and highly listenable show provides an accessible entry point to the 
realm, connecting threads to names and musical touchstones you know. Find the 
solo project from your favorite festival headliner’s lesser-known producer, or the lat-
est song from the offbeat maestro you’d forgotten all about. kutx.org/shows/soundfounder

soundfounder host Andrew p Brown
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Best City hall rookie

Vanessa Fuentes
 vanessa Fuentes campaigned for City Council as a progres-
sive champion of the mostly working-class constituents who 
live in Southeast Austin’s District 2. A little over one year into 
her first term, she is delivering. From helping to push the city 
toward providing more paid parental leave for employees to 
securing funding for a Trauma Recovery Center to help victims 
of violent crime, and – though unsuccessful – standing strong 
alongside her constituents who opposed expansion of the jet 
fuel tank farm at the airport, Fuentes has supported progres-
sive action and shown working-class solitary at City Hall.

austintexas.gov/department/district-2-council-memBer

JOHn AnDERSOn

Best post-panDemiC austin trenD

Unionizing Workforces
 From Starbucks and the Statesman to Integral Care and the Alamo Drafthouse and the Texas Democratic Party, Austin’s 
workers are leveraging the tight labor market to show that, as the song goes, “There Is Power in a Union.” Kudos to organizers 
from the trade and industrial unions who’ve shared their time, talent, and treasure to help the millennial and Gen Z workers 
who’ve helped shift public opinion on organized labor (according to the polls) to its most positive levels since the Sixties.

Best Community raDio legaCy

Bob dailey
 Bob has done Austin a great service for basi-
cally the entire history of KOOP Radio, dating 
back to the 1990s. He’s anchored its public 
affairs coverage with Civil Rights and Wrongs,  
a weekly exploration of not just legal matters 
but local and state politics that, as they often 
do in Texas, have a direct impact on your lib-
erty and dignity. He’s also worked off-air as a 
producer and station leader to help other pro-
grammers (including the Chronicle) make the 
most of this unique community asset. We wish 
him the best in his well-deserved retirement.

koop.org/programs/civil-rights-and-wrongs

Best CiviC volunteers

Project Connect 
Community advisory 
Committee
 Sometimes, we forget that an important 
way to create change, and to accrue the 
power and influence needed to do so, is sim-
ply to show up and ask for it. This committee 
was envisioned as a way for the public to 
shape Project Connect’s $300 million anti- 
displacement program – not the entire $7  
billion to $10 billion transit system. Its mem-
bers have quietly and persistently pushed 
back against these limits and have already 
begun to change the trajectory of Project 
Connect in ways the public should celebrate.
projectconnect.com/get-involved/community-advisory-committee

gayest poDCast aBout 
straightest movies

straight People Movies
 Combine the casual celebrity knowledge 
and fun banter of Who? Weekly with the film 
insights and opinions of The Big Picture, plus 
a dash of that specific Austin queer zest, and 
you’ll be listening to Straight People Movies. 
This podcast captures the ultimate listening 
experience: feeling like you’ve dropped in 
on some friends during a phone call and are 
hearing all their best inside jokes. Hosts Dylan 
Garsee and Kirk van Sickle are those friends, 
as two gays watching movies for straight 
people, from The Dark Knight to O Brother, 
Where Art Thou?, Predator to Pulp Fiction, all 
while asking the ultimate question: Why?

anchor.fm/str8pplmovies

JOHn AnDERSOn

Best oF aUstin 2022 CritiCs PiCKs PolitiCs & Media  cont inued

congressional candidate Greg casar speaks 
in support of starbucks workers’ efforts to 
unionize at the chain’s West campus location
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Readers Poll
SeRviceS

Lashes

Lash Lounge
FINALISTS: Fresh Cosmetic Studio, Lash Genie, Lily 
Sparkman (Texas Laser & Aesthetics), Pink Lady Lash

“Kindest team and my lashes look great 
every visit.” – V i c t o r i a  c u r i e l

1911 Aldrich #140; 3300 Bee cAves rd. #630;  
thelAshlounge.com

TaTToo

Atomic Tattoo
FINALISTS: Black Mass Tattoo, No Good Tattoo, Problem 
Child Tattoo, Studio Ink, True Blue Tattoo

“Awesome group of tattooers and 
piercers. 10/10.” – J o e y  e d w a r d s

vArious locAtions, Atomic-tAttoo.com

hoTeL

The Driskill Hotel
FINALISTS: Austin Motel, Carpenter Hotel, Hotel San José, 
The Line Austin

“It drips with history and style, but isn’t 
pretentious.” – M a r i a n n e  l a g u n a

604 BrAzos, driskillhotel.com

Massage

Mantis Massage
FINALISTS: Deep Relief, Mantra Massage, Myo Massage, WorkWell Austin

“Sweet relief for my muscles!” – s e t h  w h a l a n d

3823 Airport, mAntismAssAge.com

acupuncTure

South Austin community 
Acupuncture
FINALISTS: AOMA Acupuncture Clinics, Moon Medicine Healing Arts, 
Neighborhood Acupuncture Project, Original Spirit Healing Arts

“SACA is an awesome place where I’m able to get 
affordable acupuncture. Their practitioners are 
helpful & caring & I always leave relieved of the 
pain I showed up with.” – s u z a n n a  c h o f f e l

321 W. Ben White, AcupunctureWorldheAdquArters.com

BarBershop

Birds Barbershop
FINALISTS: Austin Hair Ink, Finley’s Barbershop, 
Reunion Barbershop, Shed Barber & Supply

“When I need a fresh cut and a 
fresh beer, I know where to go.”  
– P e d r o  B e r l a n g a

vArious locAtions, BirdsBArBershop.com

spa

Milk + Honey
FINALISTS: Divine Luxury Spa Studio, Hiatus Spa + 
Retreat, Spa La La, Viva Day Spa

“Birthdays are the best here.”  
– J e s s i c a  h e n d e r s o n

100-A guAdAlupe; 12901 hill  
country Blvd. ste. d1-110; 9722 greAt  

hills trAil #210; milkAndhoneyspA.com

Mani/pedi

cute Nail Studio
FINALISTS: Dope Culture, Great Nails, Embellish Nails 
& Boutique, Queen Spa

“Friendly, welcoming, & crazy talent-
ed technicians.” – l a u r e t t a  M a s s i c o t t

1211 e. seventh, cutenAilstudio.com

Wax

cute Nail Studio
FINALISTS: Texas Laser and Aesthetics,  
Sara Zamora Brows, The Waxing Studio,  
Vanya Esthetics & Hair Removal

“This place is so professional and 
inviting. I have always left happier 
and hotter than I walked in.”  
– V i c t o r i a  s a n c h e z

1211 e. seventh, cutenAilstudio.com

skin care

viva Day Spa
FINALISTS: Ann Webb Skin Care, Nurse Karen 
Skincare, Vanya Esthetics & Hair Removal,  
Vixen Esthetics ATX

“For a facial, they set the mood 
and get everything right. There are 
standard and tailored facials. All 
feel amazing. Choosing the organic 
product line feels decadent.”  
– l a u r a  o l e s e n

215 s. lAmAr; 1811 W. 35th;  
11601 rock rose Ave.; vivAdAyspA.com

John AnderSon

Bike shop/repair

Yellow Bike Project
FINALISTS: Austin Tri Cyclist, Bike Farm, Clown Dog Bikes, Eastside Pedal Pushers

“decades of service to the community and free teaching/training.” – J o h n  d a y

1216 WeBBerville rd., AustinyelloWBike.org
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Urban Betty
FINALISTS: 29Eleven the Salon, Chez 
Shiraz, Method Hair, Shag Salon

“They treat their staff and 
customers like a BFF who 
just walked in the door.”  
– g r e t c h e n  l u d w i g

1206 W. 38th #1201, urBAnBetty.com
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BeST of AUSTiN 2022 ReADeRS PoLL SeRviceS  cont inued

Music insTrucTion

Girl Guitar
FINALISTS: Eastside Music School, 
Femme Rock, Franklin Music Academy, 
Jam Room ATX

“Super fun students and 
teachers. Great way to 
connect with other women 
who want to make music.” 
– l a r i s a  c h i P M a n

2309 thornton studio c,  
girlguitArAustin.com

dAvId BrendAn hAll

services WiLd card

Texas original compassionate cultivation 
(medical marijuana)
FINALISTS: Katie McKenzie at Shag Salon (hair colorist), Longhorn Imaging (diagnostic imaging center), Lucky 
Dog Tarot (fortune telling for people & pets), Meditation Bar sound bath (meditative experience)

“I found them when I needed someone to help with my chronic pain, anxiety, 
depression and insomnia. life is livable again.” – r o B  s a e n z

2701 loWden ln., Bldg. 501, mAnchAcA, texAsoriginAl.com

psychic/TaroT

Sister Temperance Tarot
FINALISTS: Austin Tarot Reader, Mak Jagger Tarot,  
Peter Hansen Psychic Angelic Channeler, Sound Sight Tarot

“Angeliska is brilliant, kind, wise, and  
empathic.” – P ä r  w i n z e l l

sistertemperAnce.com

auTo repair/service

Juke Auto
FINALISTS: Dave’s Ultimate Automotive, Flamingo Automotive, 
Gene Johnson Automotive, Yost Automotive

“most honest mechanic I’ve ever met. I won’t 
go anywhere else.” – c a r r i e  w i l c o x

702-B shAdy, jukeAuto.com

Fencing

viking fence
FINALISTS: Absolute Fence & Gate, Austin Brothers Fence 
Company, K2 Fence & Stain, KB Contractors TX

“They did our small job when nobody  
else would.” – s u s a n  c o t a r

9602 grAy Blvd.; 11701 von quintus rd.;  
vikingfence.com

rooFing

KangaRoof
FINALISTS: Ace Roofing Co., Acura Roofing Inc., Birdcreek 
Roofing, Wilson Roofing

“excellent service and quality roofing 
work.” – B r e n d a  r e n f r e w

1317 sAm BAss rd., round rock, cAllkAngAroof.com

a/c repair/insTaLLaTion

Radiant Plumbing & 
Air conditioning
FINALISTS: ABC Home & Commercial Services, Bryant AC & 
Electric, McCullough Heating & Air Conditioning, Service 
Wizard, Stan’s Heating, Air & Plumbing, Air & Plumbing

“radiant replaced our A/C unit and  
were very professional, courteous, and 
thorough.” – c a t h y  a l V a r a d o

901 reinli, rAdiAntplumBing.com

pLuMBer

Radiant Plumbing & 
Air conditioning
FINALISTS: Clarke Kent Plumbing, ET Plumbing,  
Wilson Plumbing

“They put in a nice water heater for me. 
Super nice people and great job.”  
– J o c e l y n  M e l l B e r g

901 reinli, rAdiAntplumBing.com

BreT BrooKShIre

coMpuTer repair

Discount electronics
FINALISTS: Click Computers, Frankenstein Computers, 
Happy Mac, MacTronics

“Professional assistance and a great 
selection of parts.” – z a c h a r y  r i c k s

1011 W. Anderson; 9711 menchAcA rd.; 1001 s. i-35, 
round rock; discountelectronics.com

Music services/equipMenT

Strait Music co.
FINALISTS: Austin Vintage Guitars, Rock N Roll Rentals, 
South Austin Music, Switched On

“Quality repairs and friendly customer 
service.” – g r e g  s c a r B o r o u g h

2428 W. Ben White; 13945 hWy. 183 n.; strAitmusic.com

hoMe MainTenance/
services

ABc Home & 
commercial Services
FINALISTS: Hestia Construction & Design, MS Paint, 
Queen of To Do

“Great service and professionalism.”  
– i a n  e k s n e r

vArious locAtions, ABchomeAndcommerciAl.com

LaWn care/Landscaping

Real Green Pest  
and Lawn
FINALISTS: Cutters Landscaping, KB Contractors TX, 
Native Edge Landscape, Seedlings Gardening

“my yard looks perfect. no more 
patches or bald spots, lush green, and 
I didn’t have to do a thing!”  
– t h o M  V a u g h n

15527 rr 620 n., reAlgreenlAWns.com
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doggie day care

Taurus 
Academy
FINALISTS: Austin Dogtown, Dirty Dog 
Grooming and Self-Serve Dog Wash, 
Walk! ATX Pet Care, Work & Woof

“my dog loves going to 
Taurus! They know him 
and love him and I feel 
completely comfortable 
leaving him there for a 
day or for boarding.”  
– c i n d y  J o h n s o n

vArious locAtions, tAurusAcAdemy.com

LaWyer

cofer & 
connelly
FINALISTS: Batrice Law Firm, Clayton & 
Ramirez Law, FVF Law, McKinney Vos

“They are incredibly  
ethical, compassionate, 
and caring. And they know 
what they’re doing! All you 
want in a law firm.”  
– k i M  h o k a n s o n

602 W. 11th, coferconnelly.com

veTerinarian

emancipet
FINALISTS: AM/PM Animal Hospital,  
Paz Veterinary, Spicewood Springs 
Animal Hospital, Star of Texas 
Veterinary Hospital

“I run a small dog rescue 
and we couldn’t do it with-
out these guys. They are 
affordable and provide 
excellent service. What a 
great community resource 
emancipet is!”  
– t r i n a  P u r c e l l

1030 norWood pArk Blvd. #316;  
15803 Windermere dr. #420, pflugerville;  

7201 levAnder loop, Bldgs. i & k;  
emAncipet.org

Wedding venue

camp Lucy
FINALISTS: Chapel Dulcinea, House on the 
Hill, Sekrit Theater, Villa Antonia

“Simply beautiful.”  
– n o r a  h u n t e r

3509 creek rd., dripping springs,  
cAmplucy.com

TaiLor/aLTeraTion

Ace custom Tailors
FINALISTS: AA Alterations, Gassane Tailors, J&B Alterations,  
Jam Designs Alterations

“They can do everything, from making repairs 
to making a suit.” – r o n a l d  w a t k i n s

724-A n. lAmAr; 11909 domAin dr. #154; 2707 WAlsh tArlton;  
AcetAilors.com

Movers

einstein Moving 
company
FINALISTS: ATX Firefighter Moving, MASH Movers,  
Square Cow Movers, Unicorn Moving & Storage

“Best pricing, best attitude.” – P e t e r  s c h M o o k l e r

9200-A BroWn; 3904-B WArehouse roW; einsteinmoving.com

reaL esTaTe agenT

Lisa Muñoz
FINALISTS: Marisel Ballard, Lee Idom, Lilly Rockwell

“lisa munoz is top-notch. She loves what she 
does, she’s a bada$$, and she treats everyone 
involved, including lenders and title insurance 
folks, with respect, gratitude, and humility. 
She’s integrity incarnate.” – s a r a h  r o o n e y

lisAmunozAustin.com

aparTMenT LocaTor

Smart city Apartment 
Locating
FINALISTS: A+ Apartment Locators, Apartment Experts, 
Apartments Now, Apartment Specialists

“had such an incredible experience  
with Smart City, they found me the perfect 
apartment and you don’t have to pay for 
their service.” – h a l e y  a i k e n

506 e. st. elmo ste. A-1, smArtcitylocAting.com/Austin-ApArtments

JAnA BIrChum

peT grooMing

Dirty Dog
FINALISTS: Austin Dogtown, Barkin’ Creek Dog Kitchen & Bath, Clean Critters, Mud Puppies

“The groomers at dirty dog are the best! my dogs always come out looking fantastic. 
love them!” – i l e n e  h a d d a d

vArious locAtions, dirty-dog.com

JAnA BIrChum

BeST of AUSTiN 2022 ReADeRS PoLL SeRviceS  cont inued

cLeaning service

The Purple fig eco 
cleaning & Disinfecting co.
FINALISTS: Eco-Mama Holistic Housecleaning, MoreHands Maids,  
Texas Green Clean, Trustworthy Cleaning Service

“omG! love! Great service! They really take care 
of my home.” – s t a c e y  s a s s

5555 n. lAmAr ste. 109-j, cleAnfig.com

LaundroMaT

SpinZone Laundry
FINALISTS: Michael A Laundromat, SpinCycle Coin Laundry,  
Washatopia, Woodrow Washateria

“The self serve, wash and fold, and delivery are 
reliable + reasonably priced.” – a n n i e  B l a c k

vArious locAtions, spinzonelAundry.com

dry cLeaner

Rick’s cleaners
FINALISTS: EcoClean, Jack Brown Cleaners,  
Reid’s Dry Cleaners & Laundry, Zips Dry Cleaners

“Great value and quick turnaround.”  
– r a f a e l  s a n d r e a

vArious locAtions, rickscleAners.com

eLecTrician

Salt Air & electric
FINALISTS: A-One Electric, Bryant AC & Electric, Magnify 
Electric, Texas Electrical Services

“Great service, experienced and well 
trained technicians, and fair pricing.” 
– d a V i d  B o r e n

1715-A roWe ln., pflugerville, cAllsAlt.com

LocksMiTh

cothron’s
FINALISTS: Austin Lock Technologies, Austin’s Lock & 
Key, Chastity Lock & Key, Sharp Brothers Locksmith

“They’ve been here opening doors 
forever.” – g i n n y  a g n e w

8225 Burnet rd.; 2119 n. mAys, round rock;  
1315 W. Ben White, cothrons.com

resTauranT/Beverage 
deLivery

Tso chinese Delivery
FINALISTS: Chi’Lantro BBQ, Favor, MezzeMe, Runner City

“Always clutch.” – c h r i s t i n a  l e w i s

3909 n. i-35, tsodelivery.com



austinchronicle.com   BEST OF AUSTIN 2022   THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE   31



32   THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE   BEST OF AUSTIN 2022   austinchronicle.com

Get Yours Today ! au s t i n c h r o n i c l e .co m /c h r o n i c

The Austin Chronicle & Grassroots Harvest present a full line of
“Austin Chronic” CBD + Delta-8 THC products!

ChroniC Kush CBG +  
Delta-8 thC Flower
3.5 grams  our chronic Kush hemp  
flower is a precise blend of cBG and 
Delta-8 thc, for a combination of effects 
that’s meant to rejuvenate both the body 
and the mind. Beneficial and enjoyable!

Delta-8 thC honey  
FlavoreD Gummies
300mg/bottle Delta-8 thc  
Gummies in a naturally delicious 
honey flavor! 10mg of Delta-8 thc 
per gummy and 30 gummies per jar 
means these will last a while... unless 
you can’t stop eating them! 

maple Brown suGar oil  
(CBD or Delta-8)  750mg/bottle
available in both cBD and Delta-8, these 
oils are a sweet, cozy treat that will melt 
on your tongue. add a few pumps to a 
cup of coffee or a stack of pancakes to 
take your breakfast (and your day) to a 
whole new level.

watermelon Gelato oil  
(CBD or Delta-8)  750mg/bottle
the original flavor of austin chronic oil, 
available in both cBD and Delta-8!  
With a sumptuous watermelon flavor  
and Gelato terpenes, these oils pack a  
delicious and refreshing flavor.  
Perfect for sunny, summer vibes.

* these products have not been evaluated by the FDa. they are not intended to diagnose, 
prevent, cure, or treat any diseases. Please consult a physician before using.
T h e  A u s T i n  C h r o n i C ™  n A m e  A n d  l o g o  A r e  T r A d e m A r k s  o f  T h e  A u s T i n  C h r o n i C l e  C o r p o r A T i o n .
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COFER & CONNELLY
FAMILY LAW •  CRIMINAL LAW •  PERSONAL INJURY
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Austin H Hill Country H Central Texas
Jeffrey Connelly

Rick Cofer

SUPPORT FREE PRESS
Please consider supporting The Austin Chronicle. For just a few bucks, you can help us keep delivering the news.

a u s t i n C h r o n i C l e . C o m / s u p p o r t
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Best source for Daily 
Pollen counts

austinpollen.com
 Sometimes we know exactly what’s 
causing our eyes and noses to seep 
and drip the moment we walk out 
the door. Other times we know some-
thing’s afoot in the air, but the data is 
too broad to parse. Enter austinpollen.
com, the brainchild of an anonymous 
developer who provides nuanced data 
points aggregating pollen counts, 
mold, and more, refreshed frequently 
throughout the day, to help allergy suf-
ferers pinpoint precisely what’s making 
them feel like the walking dead. Thank 
you, Mx. AustinPollen, for allowing us to 
know precisely which cursed allergen 
to blame on any given day.

austinpollen.com

Best Way to  
freshen uP your face

Kilay Method
 In the summer of 2020, Leslie Sazon 
embraced the pandemic chaos, left 
her fancy medical spa career, and 
changed course to open her very own 
one-woman microblading show. “Kilay” 
is Tagalog for “eyebrow”! With over 
10 years in the biz, her unparalleled 
eyebrow skills are showcased front 
and center on a growing sector of 
Austinites. Whether it’s plumping up 
Nineties pencil brows, creating “win-
dow treatment” for post-chemo peep-
ers, or fixing old-school tattoo gun 
situations, Sazon’s freshening up faces 
and boosting self-esteem with elegant 
permanent makeup. Even better, she’s 
one helluva cool human.

4101 medical pkwy. #105, kilaymethod.net

Best Place to Donate  
a cuP o’ nooDles for 
your hungry neighBors

The Mini Pantry 
Near You
 There are 15 neighborhood pantries 
in the Austin area, and those are just 
the ones mapped on littlefreepantry.
org! These DIY boxes, including the 
homegrown Petite Pantry network, 
are like Little Free Libraries, but for 
food, and are just about the easiest 
way to offer direct assistance to your 
neighbors in need. Drop off ready-
to-eat nonperishable foods (and 
hygiene products, too) without all 
the hassle of organizing a donation 
drive for the Central Texas Food 
Bank (which would prefer monetary 
donations anyway). This way, you can 
unload those granola bars you got at 
Costco and that your kids rejected 
on sight and know that hungry folks 
around town will have easy access to 
snacks and easy-to-eat foods.

littlefreepantry.org, petitepantry.org

Best unsung 
homelessness heroes

Sunrise Community 
Church
 The self-described “weirdest lit-
tle church in Texas,” South Austin’s 
Sunrise Church (part of the Christian 
Reformed Church in North America) 
also calls itself “a movement of 
God’s people that refuse to ignore 
suffering or be motivated by fear.” 
For almost a decade now, that word 
has been made flesh at the Sunrise 
Navigation Center, which helps 
neighbors without homes access the 
services they need to be able to find 
and keep stable housing. It hasn’t 
always been popular work, and at 
times it’s been lonely, but Sunrise 
has delivered consistently even when 
much bigger public and nonprofit 
agencies have struggled.

4430 menchaca rd., sunriseaustin.org

JOhN ANDERSON

Best humanitarians for the houseless

The Other Ones Foundation
 The Other Ones Foundation offers easily accessible work opportunities, human-
itarian aid, and individualized case management services for people experiencing 
homelessness in Austin. The nonprofit, founded five years ago by Chris Baker (who 
had much inspiration and little experience), also manages the state-sanctioned ref-
uge known as Camp Esperanza near U.S. 183 and Sh 71, which has transformed from 
a shanty row to a community where many of the residents stay in comfy fabricated 
structures and all eat well. TOOF’s best qualities? Listening and adapting. Esperanza 
residents serve on a leadership committee that meets frequently with TOOF staff to 
help them better understand how best to serve their needs. toofound.org

the other ones foundation founder chris Baker
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Best total-Package care for exotic fur (anD furless) BaBies

North Austin Animal Hospital
 We all love cats and dogs, but when it comes to health care for the wide world of non-feline/-canine pets, finding a vet 
can be truly exhausting. Few are willing to see a hedgehog, iguana, or tarantula, and many only see an “exotic” pet two or 
three times a year. Luckily for Austinites, there’s North Austin Animal hospital. With specialty vets for a variety of breeds, 
including most domestic reptiles, birds, and rodents, NAAh is a one-stop shop for animal health care, from birth through 
end-of-life. Their doting staff will leave you with full confidence that your dear ones are receiving top-notch care, and their 
full-service facility delivers everything from diagnostics to surgery to boarding/day care. 5608 Burnet rd., northaustinanimalhospital.com

Best suPPort for creatives of color

DAWA
 As evidenced by their packed-out U*N*I*T*Y show-
case outdoors at Stubb’s during South by Southwest, 
DAWA has made quite the community impact since 
its launch in 2020. Short for Diversity Awareness & 
Wellness in Action, DAWA – meaning “medicine” in 
Swahili – provides financial support to people of color 
who work as musicians, artists, social workers, teachers, 
healing practitioners, or in the service industry local-
ly. Launched by Jonathan “Chaka” Mahone of Riders 
Against the Storm, the fund swiftly directed assistance 
throughout the pandemic and continues to support the 
healers of Austin to do what they do best.

dawaheals.org

Best PanDemic safe haven

The SAFe Alliance
 There was a hidden pandemic within the 
pandemic. Domestic and intimate partner 
abuse reports skyrocketed, while health 
care professionals saw an unprecedent-
ed spike in injuries consistent with such 
assaults – and the SAFE Alliance knew 
that it couldn’t just lock its doors and stop 
providing those essential, often life-saving 
services. It pivoted to online when it could, 
but made sure that those vital havens like 
its housing programs and the Eloise house 
sexual assault clinic kept their doors open 
for abuse survivors, but closed to COvID.

safeaustin.org

Best Way to chat  
With the ancestors

Don’t Fear the  
Death Card
 When Addie Broyles left her longtime 
career as a Statesman food writer in 2021, 
she embarked on a journey of healing for 
self and community. One of several new 
ventures (don’t miss her “The Feminist 
Kitchen” Substack!), Broyles pulls tarot 
cards to help clients explore their grief, 
learn healing tactics, and build relation-
ships. Whether it’s a one-on-one session, 
hiking group, or a tarot party, Don’t Fear 
the Death Card is a lovely conversation 
starter for anyone who wants to learn to 
interpret the ancient art of tarot and dis-
cover ancestral wisdom.

instagram.com/dontfearthedeathcard

Best Way to keeP things 
moving right along

Austin Sliding Door  
& Window repair
 We don’t spent a lot of time thinking 
about our sliding doors. That is, until some-
thing goes wrong, and then we waste 
hours on the internet or wandering around 
hardware aisles trying to chase down some 
essential, very specifically sized, and – turns 
out! – super-rare busted thingamabob. 
What we should have done was gone 
straight to Austin Sliding Door & Window 
Repair. We like their straightforward, 
no-nonsense name, and we really like how 
it perfectly reflects the prompt and pro-
fessional service we got. And now we can 
go right back to taking our sliding door for 
granted, reassured that the next time some-
thing goes wrong, we’ve got ASDWR on 
speed dial for all our thingamabob needs.

6705 hwy. 290 w. #502-278, austinslidingdoorrepair.com

BeST OF AuSTiN 2022 CriTiCS PiCKS ServiCeS  cont inued

Best chamPion of Black musicmakers

Black Austin Musicians’ Collective
 Conversations regarding racism in the Austin music industry 
– from discriminatory booking to city arts-funding structures – 
culminated in the late-2020 launch of the Black Austin Musicians’ 
Collective. Focused on preserving the local community of Black 
creatives, the organization narrows in on policy and reform, artist 
sustainability, and community outreach. Since then, members 
like Mobley, Magna Carda, Torre Blake, and Eimaral Sol have 
passionately advocated for equitable funding at Austin Music 
Commission meetings. On the festive side, the collective threw 
their first-ever showcase during SXSW, featuring Jackie venson, 
Geto Gala, Alesia Lani, Urban heat, and Jonny Jukebox. Definitely 
follow their locally sourced playlists on Spotify: @blkatxmusicians.

twitter.com/Blkatxmusicians
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John Anderson

Farmers’ market/Farmstand

Texas Farmers’ Market at Mueller
FINALISTS: Barton Creek Farmers Market, Boggy Creek Farm, SFC Farmers’ Market Downtown, Texas Farmers’ Market at Lakeline

“Thai kits, empanadas, babka, cute babies, overstimulating amount of dogs, and excellent 
new public restrooms!” – A r i e l l e  K u r K i n

2006 Philomena, texasfarmersmarket.org/mueller

Readers Poll
ShoPPing

neighborhood 
grocery

Wheatsville Food 
Co-op
FINALISTS: Fresh Plus, Royal Blue Grocery, Thom’s 
Market, Tiny Grocer

“Local, great staff, excellent 
organics, community oriented.”  
– K e r r y  K i t t r e l l

3101 guadaluPe; 4001 s. lamar; wheatsville.cooP

bridal shop

Unbridaled
FINALISTS: Alexia Gavela Bridal, Blue Bridal 
Boutique, Blush Bridal Lounge

701 s. lamar ste. d, unbridaled.com

Jewelry

Kendra Scott
FINALISTS: Amanda Deer Jewelry, Courtney Marie 
Jewelry, Las Ofrendas, Nina Berenato Jewelry

“Cutest stuff and cutest store.”  
– e m m y  P e n d e r s

1701 s. congress, kendrascott.com

men’s clothing

Stag
FINALISTS: Capra & Cavelli, Joints x Rahim,  
Que Rico T-Shirt Co., Uptown Cheapskate

“stag is classic.” –  H e n r y  J A c K s o n

1423 s. congress, stagProvisions.com

women’s clothing

Uptown Cheapskate
FINALISTS: Blue Elephant, ByGeorge, Dylan Wylde,  
Sue Patrick

“Great finds are to be had here!”  
– K r i s t i n  J o H n s o n

3005 s. lamar ste. 110-a, uPtowncheaPskateaustin.com

Used FUrnitUre/antiqUes

Uncommon objects
FINALISTS: Far Out Home Fittings, Revival Vintage,  
Room Service Vintage, Uptown Modern

“This is the King of Antiques and any-
thing weird from pretty much any era.” 
– e m i  B e l l

1602 fortview, uncommonobjects.com

Florist

Freytag’s Florist
FINALISTS: Ben White Florist, Burlap & Twine, The Spotted 
Poppy, Succulent Native

“Friendly service, excellent selection, 
beautiful arrangements, reasonable 
price.” – d o n n A  B o n e

2211 w. anderson, freytagsflorist.com

JAnA BirChum

garden store/nUrsery

The natural gardener
FINALISTS: Garden Seventeen, The Great Outdoors, Shoal Creek Nursery, Tillery Street Plant Co.

“The easiest errand to talk a little kid into: mom needs plants, let’s look at the 
goats!” – J e n n i f e r  G r A H A m

8648 old bee caves rd., tngaustin.com
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bookstore

BookPeople
FINALISTS: Black Pearl Books, BookWoman,  
Malvern Books, South Congress Books

“real recommendations by real readers. use 
the handwritten shelf notes, or try asking 
someone! never fails.” – r A e l e  o H A n A

603 n. lamar, bookPeoPle.com

pet store

Tomlinson’s Feed & Pets
FINALISTS: Barkin’ Creek Dog Kitchen & Bath, Healthy Pet, Paws 
on Chicon, Rivers & Reefs Pet Center

“The excellent employees, especially the 
delivery drivers. Those guys rock!”  
– B A r B A r i t A  r e i t e r

various locations, tomlinsons.com

electronics store

Precision Camera  
& Video
FINALISTS: A&B TV, Bond’s Television & Electronics, Discount 
Electronics, Whetstone Audio

“i spend almost as much time at Precision 
as i do my own house. At this point, they 
are my family.” – d A r r i A s  t H o m A s

2438 w. anderson ste. b-4; 9600 s. i-35; Precision-camera.com

sporting goods

Whole Earth  
Provision Co.
FINALISTS: Duck Camp, Kammok, Medusa Skates,  
No-Comply Skateshop

“old school, baby!” – l o r i  G l i d d e n

4477 s. lamar; 1014 n. lamar; wholeearthProvision.com

comics/Fandom

Dragon’s Lair Comics  
& Fantasy
FINALISTS: Austin Books & Comics, Bat City Comic Professionals, 
Rogues Gallery Comics + Games, Tribe Comics & Games

“if i’m not there once a week, check my 
blood pressure.” – c A r o l e  l A K e

2438 w. anderson ste. b-1, dlair.net

game/gaming

Dragon’s Lair Comics  
& Fantasy
FINALISTS: Emerald Tavern Games & Cafe, Game Over 
Videogames, Tanuki Games, Tribe Comics & Games

“The store cat is pure happiness.”  
– m o r i A H  t A y l o r

2438 w. anderson ste. b-1, dlair.net

local nonalcoholic 
beverage brand

Waterloo 
Sparkling Water
FINALISTS: Buddha’s Brew Kombucha,  
Clean Cause Sparkling Yerba Mate,  
Kinship Milk Tea, Rambler Sparkling Water

“obsessed with this water.”  
– m o n i q u e  B A r A J A s

drinkwaterloo.com

local alcoholic 
beverage brand

Tito’s handmade 
Vodka
FINALISTS: Austin Beerworks, Austin Eastciders, 
Still Austin Whiskey Co., WildGins Co.

“excellent vodka and a generous 
contributor to the community and 
local nonprofits.” – K r i s t i n  J o H n s o n

215 lavaca, titosvodka.com

local Food brand

Yellowbird
FINALISTS: austiNuts, Epic Provisions, Siete, Sticky 
Toffee Pudding Co., Wunderkeks

“i literally can’t go a day without 
using their ghost pepper hot 
sauce. my partner and i now buy 
it by the gallon.” – e e  J A r v i e

yellowbirdfoods.com

liqUor store

Spec’s
FINALISTS: The Austin Shaker, South Lamar Wine 
& Spirits, Travis Heights Wine & Spirits, Twin 
Liquors

“Always the most selection and 
staff is phenomenal.” – m A r i A  K e m P f

various locations, sPecsonline.com

adUlt store

Forbidden Fruit
FINALISTS: Dreamers, Package Menswear, Sir Rat 
Leather & Gear, XXXcite

“The greatest little shop for horny 
people in Austin.” – J A y  W o r K m A n

108 e. north looP, forbiddenfruit.com

smoke shop

Planet K
FINALISTS: Cosmic Cowboy, Happy Clouds, 
MaryJae, Oat Willie’s

“dank af.” – K A i  A r n e t t

various locations, Planetktexas.com

ZeKe BArBAro

vintage/consignment clothing

Room Service Vintage
FINALISTS: Blue Velvet, Charm School Vintage, Pavement, Uptown Cheapskate

“everyone that works here is so nice and helpful.” – B r A n d i  P o l A n c o

FUrnitUre/accessories

Room Service Vintage
FINALISTS: Austin’s Furniture Depot, Four Hands Home Outlet, Revival Vintage, Uptown Modern

“An Austin classic.” – r i c H A r d  m o n s e e s

117 e. north looP, roomservicevintage.com

BEST oF AUSTin 2022 READERS PoLL ShoPPing  cont inued
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dAvid BrendAn hALL

cbd pUrveyor

Restart CBD
FINALISTS: Happy Karma Hemp, Radix House Coffee Shop, True Hemp Science, Turquoise Mountains

“super friendly staff. Always had a smile that you could see even through their 
masks. And they really know their stuff.” – B e n  W o l f e

2521 rutland ste. 150-a, restartcbd.com

arts and craFts store

Jerry’s Artarama
FINALISTS: Austin Creative Reuse, Hill Country Weavers, Gauge Yarn, The 
Paper + Craft Pantry, Sea of Beads

“A candy store for artists.” – l A u r A  G r i m e s

6010 n. i-35, jerrysartarama.com

record store

Waterloo Records
FINALISTS: Antone’s Record Shop, BLK Vinyl, Breakaway Records, End 
of an Ear

“An independent record store that is an Austin 
landmark.” – v i v i A n  G o l d m A n - l e f f l e r

600-a n. lamar, waterloorecords.com

aUstin giFts/soUvenirs

Atown
FINALISTS: Austin Gift Company, Parts & Labour, Prima Dora, Slow North

“everything you need to help pass on why Austin 
is so great to the world.” – G A B r i e l  o l s z e W s K i

5502 burnet rd., keePatownweird.com

monthly sUbscription 
box/service

Farmhouse 
Delivery
FINALISTS: Bon Vivant gift boxes, Cater to Mom 
postpartum care gift boxes, Restart CBD 
Flower of the Month Club, Rebel Cheese Club

“Local company working with 
local farms. Win, win.”  
– K e l l i  n o r m A n  s t r i c K l e n

9715 burnet rd. bldg. 7 #400,  
farmhousedelivery.com

shopping wild card

Take heart
FINALISTS: City Alchemist, Blow Candle Co., 
Maufrais, Mutiny Market

“Take heart always has the most 
unique, exquisite, and serene 
treasures. makes my heart flutter 
and my inner being swoon.”  
– t i n A  B u i

1211 e. 11th #100, takeheartshoP.com
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Most ExprEssivE  
HandMadE GEMs

The native Dream
 The expressive, playful designs of 
local jeweler Tabitha Hamilton, aka the 
Native Dream, potentially present a 
match for everyone on your gift list. 
Their handmade wares range from dain-
ty pendants displaying astrologically 
aligned stones like lapis and amethyst, 
to chunky, freshwater pearls mixed 
with on-trend colorful, childhood-in-
spired beads. Extra points for excellent 
descriptions like “tender-yet-hardcore-
with-a-touch-of-kink” for a minimal-
ist stainless steel necklace. Shop the 
inspiring designs of Native Dream on 
Instagram, their website, or one of their 
frequent appearances at Austin markets.

thenativedream.com

BEst CosMiC BrandinG

hippie Scum
 As an entity, Hippie Scum perhaps 
provides its own best introduction as 
“cosmic cowboy bootleg.” Overseen 
by Austin DJ and aesthetic precision-
ist Derek Daniel Brown, the cassette 
label preserves lost underground 
with Texas-centric compilations and 
rare live recordings from the likes of 
Pharoah Sanders and Neil Young. The 
bonus-track-sweetened novelties sell 
out quick – as do the Lone Star-loving, 
limited-run tees. Leon Bridges himself 
recently donned a Seventies-heavy 
design bearing the outlet’s “Here’s 
another one from Texas” slogan. Last 
year brought the outlet’s first original 
music releases, from Austin’s Cactus 
Lee and New York’s ZZZwalk (of course 
covering Kinky Friedman).

hippiescumtx.com

BEst GayMEr ruGs

Chronic the 
hedgehog Rugs
 Your gamer cave’s got 
it all – but wait! Where’s 
your cool, gayass rug? All 
the other Twitch streamers 
are gonna roast you in the 
chat if you don’t get one 
of Chronic the Hedgehog’s 
bright and bold gaymer rugs 
hanging in your background. 
Plenty of great options 
in the form of a Majora’s 
Mask mask, a Tamagotchi, a 
Game Boy Advance (with a 
built-in mirror!), and even a 
thirst-quenching Baja Blast. 
Bonus: Following “rug daddi” 
Ollie on Instagram also puts 
their rug-making TikToks on 
your feed. Time for you to rise 
up, gamer, and get a rug to 
match your gayme boy style.

chronicthehedgehogrugs.com

BEst Guitar CasE to 
tHrow off a roof

Calton Cases
 If you’d like to slap your 
guitar in a case, throw it off a 
building, light it on fire, run it 
over in your Ford Bronco, and 
then pull it out to play a sweet 
tune, Calton Cases is the man-
ufacturer for you. The Austin 
company builds the “hardest 
working case in showbiz,” 
custom from (mainly) fiber-
glass, shock-absorbing foam, 
and velvet. Calton Case art-
ists include Jackson Browne, 
Shakey Graves, and Olivia 
Rodrigo. We can only hope 
that Olivia has put a $10,000 
Gibson in her gorgeously 
glittery custom case, strung 
it up, and pounded it with a 
Louisville Slugger, piñata-style. 
This puppy’s not breaking.

3412 e. Fourth, calton-cases.com

ZEKE BARBARO

BEst nEw rECord storE for doG pEoplE

Love Wheel Records
 Open for a year in April, Love Wheel has been a welcome addition to the Burnet neigh-
borhood that houses beloved neighbor Lala’s. A musician’s record store run by longtime 
Austin rocker Mike Nicolai and his wife, Nancy, Love Wheel buys and sells quality vinyl for 
all types and hosts the occasional in-store performance. But one thing that sets it apart 
is its mascot, Joe the tripaw, who greets shoppers and offers his adorable likeness to the 
store’s social media pages and must-have merch. 2105 Justin #116, lovewheelrecords.com
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DAvID BRENDAN HALL

BEst plaCE to Build an EtHiCal and sustainaBlE ClosEt

Lovecraft
 Woman-owned and -operated, Lovecraft offers clothes, accessories, and home goods that are ethically made and sourced 
from independent designers. While on the pricier side, the shop shows a deep devotion to lasting and quality materials, all 
while supporting emerging artists and makers. Replete with whimsical patterns and unconventional designs, Lovecraft’s 
offerings provide opportunities to express bold, eye-catching, and artistic personal style in a way that demonstrates support 
for important cultural issues and the environment alike. 1107 e. 11th, littlelovecraFt.com

BEst plaCE to find tHat  
GriMoirE you’vE BEEn lookinG for

City Alchemist
 This place touts itself as “an esoteric purveyor whose 
aim is to revitalize witchcraft for the next generation,” 
and that pretty much nails what co-founders Eric 
Labrado and Alexis Arredondo are doing in their arcanely 
appointed shop Downtown. A fine array of books and the 
diverse paraphernalia required for magickal conjuring and 
divination are displayed along two walls that terminate at 
the check-out counter, where you’ll find the proprietors 
glad to guide you on your journey toward a greater 
understanding of our world’s mythic shadow side.

1105 e. sixth #2, cityalchemist.co

sunniEst stationEry sHop

The Paper + Craft 
Pantry
 Complete with large windows and a 
rainbow selection of gel pens, the Paper 
+ Craft Pantry radiates sunshine. This 
Springdale General stationery shop offers 
all resources needed to organize your 
week – ballpoint pens, calendars, and 
even a selection of candles perfect for 
winding down with your diary – plus art 
supplies galore to fire up your creative 
side. For birthday shopping, the Pantry is 
an essential visit, offering walls lined with 
a wide selection of homemade cards that 
generate donations to the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation and Black Mamas ATX.

1023 springdale ste. 6-a, thepapercraFtpantry.com

BEst MEnaGEriE  
of dEliGHts

okasan Vintage
 Who knew Austin needed another vin-
tage shop? Chiai Matsumoto, that’s who. 
Joining the legion of Burnet Road sta-
ples, this friendly little store specializes 
in vintage and modern housewares and 
clothing: fabulous pantsuits, jackets, tees, 
vintage leather chairs, wild lamps, tiny 
ceramic mushrooms, vintage kokeshi, 
and squiggle candles, to name just a 
few of Okasan’s offerings. Infused with 
warmth, the space also plays host to 
frequent pop-ups from artists including 
Sophie Gori and Peelander-Yellow, tasty 
treats from the experts at Asahi Imports, 
“super Asian cocktails” from Daijoubo, 
and sweets galore. If you’re an Austin 
expat missing the funky fresh vibes, no 
worries: Okasan ships worldwide.

6001 Burnet rd., okasanshop.com

BEst not-so- 
sECrEt soCiEty

The order of the  
Fancy hat
 Ever wanted to join a shadowy asso-
ciation, but can’t master the secret 
handshakes? Can’t get over the urge to 
be part of a some order of the possum 
or whatever, but can’t drive a tiny car? 
Look, what you really want is the cool 
headwear, and the Order of the Fancy 
Hat gives you that. As organized by 
the oddities experts at SoCo’s Curia 
Arcanum, each of their bespoke fezzes 
immediately makes you a card-carrying 
member. No conspiracies required.

5924 s. congress #23, curiaarcanum.square.site

BeST oF AuSTin 2022 CRiTiCS PiCkS ShoPPing  cont inued

BEst plaCE to sHop for  
CoMiCs witH your friEnd froM CollEGE

Austin Books & Comics
 Being an adult is hard. You have responsibilities. A job. Maybe 
a couple of kids. It’s hard to make new friends, because everyone 
else is just as occupied by the business of adulting as you are. But 
once a week, you go to Austin Books & Comics – a truly special 
place that has somehow been in business now a staggering 45 
years – to get the latest issues of your favorite comics. And some-
times your old college roommate meets you there and you catch 
up while browsing the used comics and contemplating a serious 
splurge on a mint-condition Spider-Man No. 1 or on a vintage 
action figure. And in those moments, you’re both kids again.

5002 n. lamar, austinBooks.com
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COuRTESY OF PEACE CHEESE

BEst vEGan MuEnstEr CHEEsE

Peace Cheese
 For those of us dairy-averse, whether for biological or moral reasons, finding 
an alternative cheese source is a herculean task – in that it’s so maddeningly 
difficult that you go crazy and destroy your house. But put down that club 
and lion’s pelt, friend! Peace Cheese, a vegan, queer-owned biz, will soothe 
the savage dairyless soul with the melt-friendly delights of their faux Muenster. 
All of Peace Cheese’s vegan fromages are made to melt, slice, and shred, plus 
they pack powerful flavor and come in cute molds like moons, flowers, and, of 
course, the state of Texas. peacecheese.square.site

BEst first stEp to  
runninG tHE taBlE

Austin Billiards
 With over 40 years in the biz, these 
folks have been holding down the local 
billiards supply fort for generations of 
aficionados. Whether you need a regula-
tion-size pool table for your excessively 
priced home, a new all-black breakaway 
cue, or some spiffy shuffleboard gear, 
this family-owned, North Austin staple 
has you covered. Honestly, you could 
probably improve your pool game just by 
hanging out with these industry experts 
… and that’s something an anonymous 
mega corp. like Amazon can’t deliver.

9514 anderson mill, austinBilliards.com

BEst tiny BooksHop

Reverie Books
 You walk through the slight aisles 
of South Austin’s Reverie Books, per-
haps clutching a Captain Quackenbush 
cold brew in one hand and a copy of 
Transgender Warriors by Leslie Feinberg 
in the other. In a bigger space, your fellow 
patrons would be miles away, but in the 
confines of Reverie’s cozy store space, 
other bibliophiles’ conversations about 
how good House of Leaves was or if they 
finished Beloved for class yet are near 
enough to be a brief real-time podcast. 
It’s quaint; it’s comforting; it’s the perfect 
tiny bookstore of your literary dreams.

5330-d menchaca rd., reverieBooks.com
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Party Place

Pinballz Arcade
FINALISTS: Art Barn ATX, Pikopye’s Town, 
Pioneer Farms, Playland Skate Center

“Fun for all ages in a  
safe environment.”  
– B e r n a d e t t e  d e l a  C r u z

8940 ReseaRch #100; 15201 s. I-35, Buda;  
13729 ReseaRch; pInBallzaRcade.com

all-ages Venue

Pinballz Arcade
FINALISTS: Austin’s Park N Pizza, Bishop 
Cidercade Austin, Dreamland, High 5

“Great food, space, and 
employees!” – K i m  C l a r K

8940 ReseaRch #100; 15201 s. I-35, Buda;  
13729 ReseaRch; pInBallzaRcade.com

toy store

Terra Toys
FINALISTS: Anna’s Toy Depot, Dragon’s Lair 
Comics & Fantasy, Monkey See Monkey 
Do, Outlaw Moon, Toy Joy

“Have you seen this place? 
Raddest toy store ever.”  
– r y a n  W i n K l e r  H e r r

2438 W. andeRson ste. 1-c,  
WWW.teRRatoys.com

Kids’ clothing

Kid to Kid
FINALISTS: Bright Beginnings Boutique, 
Dragonsnaps, Lemon Drop Children’s 
Shop, SparkleKids

14010 hWy. 183 n. #420,  
kIdtokId.com/locatIon/austIn

Readers Poll

DaviD BRenDan Hall

Kids and Family Wild card

Treehouse Observation Pod at Pease Park’s Kingsbury Commons
FINALISTS: Austin Flamingo Flocking (rentable installation), Families in Nature (outdoor education program), Indigo Play (playscape and bookstore), Wish Upon a Star Princess Parties (party planning)

“My kids think they’re on the Death Star and don’t want to leave.” – l e e  e d d y

1100 kIngsBuRy, peasepaRk.oRg

Kids & FAmily
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youth stem Program

Thinkery
FINALISTS: Game Worlds Camp, Girl Scouts of 
Central Texas, Girlstart, IDEA Lab Kids

“My grandkids love it! all 19 of 
them!” – m y r l e e n  G e o r G e

1830 sImond, WWW.thInkeRyaustIn.oRg

Birthday caKes

sugar mama’s 
Bakeshop
FINALISTS: Amy’s Ice Creams, HayleyCakes and 
Cookies, Quack’s Bakery, Upper Crust Bakery

“Perfect moistness and frosting 
to cake ratio.” – K e l l y  F e r r a r o

1905-a s. FIRst, sugaRmamasBakeshop.com

Family restaurant

Home slice Pizza
FINALISTS: Phil’s Icehouse, Pluckers Wing Bar, 
Mandola’s Italian Kitchen, Waterloo Ice House

“Fun outdoor setting for families 
to relax with a beautiful minimal-
ist hobbit hill area for the kiddos 
to run around between slices of 
pizza. and it is killer pizza.”  
– S a r a H  S C H i F F

1415 s. congRess; 1421 s. congRess;  
501 e. 53Rd; homeslIce.com

Family FestiVal

Austin Trail  
of lights
FINALISTS: ABC Kite Fest, Classic Game Fest, 
Eeyore’s Birthday, Honk! TX

“always so fun and festive. i really 
enjoy the drive-through, too!”  
– C o l e y  W e a v e r

austIntRaIloFlIghts.oRg

DaviD BRenDan Hall

youth sPorts 
Program

soccer shots
FINALISTS: Austin Youth Fitness, 
Camacho Activity Center, The 
Mat Martial Arts, West Austin 
Youth Association

“So loving and  
patient with our  
nervous tiny human!”  
– S a r a H  o S t e r B e r G

8820 BusIness paRk dR. #400,  
socceRshots.oRg/austIn

summer camP

Bake Austin
FINALISTS: Austin Women’s Boxing Club, Austin Youth Fitness, 
Fantastic Magic Camp, kidsActing Studio

“Chef Pascal teaches kids how to cook in their 
own kitchen and leave it spotless at the end. 
But more than anything, she teaches thinking 
and problem solving and not just following a 
recipe.” – t i F F a n y  S e W a r d

1706 e. 38½, BakeaustIn.com

youth arts Program

Creative Action
FINALISTS: Balance Dance Studios, Cordovan Art School, Excused 
Absence Comedy, Illumine Choirs, kidsActing Studio

“extraordinarily important program bringing 
opportunities for creativity and community to 
underprivileged kids.” – W a l t e r  l o n G

1023 spRIngdale Bldg. 3, cReatIveactIon.oRg
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Playground

Zilker Park
FINALISTS: Alliance Children’s Garden, Mueller Lake Park,  
Pease Park, Play for All Abilities Park

“Quintessentially austin!” – a l i S o n  G o o d n o W

2100 BaRton spRIngs Rd., austIntexas.gov/zIlkeR
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Best tech &  
Media Mentors

latinitas
 As it celebrates its 20th anni-
versary this year, the nonprofit 
org hasn’t let up on its mission to 
empower girls with technology and 
media mentorship and education, 
with programs like Code Chica 
guiding participants through web 
design and coding and Media Chica 
covering storytelling and journal-
ism. Latinitas provides a wealth of 
opportunities all year between the 
afterschool club, summer camps, 
workshops, and the online com-
munity and magazine, meaning 
its team of professional mentors 
has passed the torch to countless 
members of the next generation.

1023 Springdale rd. Bldg. 9-e, latinitaSonline.org

Best reason to  
Go Back to the LiBrary

Fine-Free library
 It stands to reason that library 
late fees would encourage readers 
to get their books back on time. 
recent studies proved that assump-
tion false, and the Austin Public 
Library listened to the science. And 
just like that, in February of this year, 
late fees were gone. If you damage 
or lose a book, that’s still gonna cost 
you, but being a little late won’t. 
Also, if you already have fines, the 
policy changes are not retroactive, 
so you still have to pay those before 
you check something else out. But 
all you slow readers out there can 
take a breath and just enjoy one of 
the city’s finest services.

liBrary.auStintexaS.gov

Best Way to  
inspire picky eaters

lollies by leah
 Look, we were kids once upon a time, 
and we remember how much we loved 
neon colors and flavors that tasted like 
neon, too. subtlety is not the province of 
youth. But lollipops are, and that’s where 
Lollies by Leah comes in. sold online in 
singles or a monthly subscription box, 
these small-batch, prettily packaged 
confections come in gently sophisticat-
ed flavors like yuzu coconut cheesecake, 
salted caramel, and lavender earl Grey. 
A low-entry way for your tyke to try out 
new flavors and expand their palate? 
There’s a lot to lick like about that.

lollieSByleah.com

Best hoMeGroWn hanGout

Violet Crown Clubhouse
 situated in a former pharmacy in the 
Crestview shopping Center, Violet Crown 
Clubhouse wasted no time in establishing 
itself as a neighborhood hub. From Andy 
K’s donuts and coffee on weekend morn-
ings to kid-pleasing ice cream and video 
games to the beer and frosé for moms 
and dads, the Clubhouse meets folks 
where they are at every stage of life. Add 
to that a broad range of events like yoga, 
drag queen game nights, live music, and 
block parties and an owner/operator who 
lives right around the corner, and you’ve 
got the Platonic ideal of the perfect 
hangout for all neighbors.

inStagram.com/vccluBhouSe

Best preMiuM pLayGround

alliance Children’s 
Garden
 heaven-sent to babysitters, birthday par-
ties, and beaming broods, Butler Park’s epic 
playscape – with its tunneled hobbit hills, 
bouncy turf, musical installations, and slides 
wide enough for a whole gang of kiddos – 
feels like it should cost $20 admission, but 
it’s free. The four-section, 2-acre park, with a 
sweet view of the Austin skyline, has features 
fit for crawlers and climbers. The latter will 
especially enjoy the mini rock wall and the 
playground’s centerpiece: a tall, spiderwebby 
structure of blue rope that feels like Mount 
everest for 5-year-olds.

1000 Barton SpringS rd., auStintexaS.gov/department/ 
alliance-childrenS-garden

Best spot for Beers,  
Bites, and Beach soccer

The Pitch
 okay, we’re burying this in the family sec-
tion because at least it’ll slow the inevitable 
invasion of mule-chugging jugheads from tak-
ing over sunday brunch hours, but the Pitch is 
the best place to futbol-and-chill in the entire 
region (maybe the entire state). housed on 
the campus of Austin FC’s training facilities 
in northwest Austin, the Pitch features four 
restaurants ranging from vermicelli bowls to 
fajitas to burgers, two bars, and a coffeehouse. 
But what makes the Pitch positively glorious 
is its dedication to The Beautiful Game on 
match days: plenty of sound-on screens in a 
variety of mood-fitting seating arrangements 
both indoors and out, plus an easily viewable 
sand pit for your little Lewandowsklings to toil 
around in with a soccer ball while you order 
cold beer right from your phone.

13000 harriS ridge Blvd., thepitchauStin.com

JAnA BIrChuM

Best BreWery to Burn off  
kiddos’ Vast reserVes of enerGy

meanwhile Brewing
 A parent’s ideal brewery includes three things: good beer, food that kids will eat, 
and most important of all, some kind of outdoor space where their kids can burn 
off energy and return home slightly more docile. south Austin’s Meanwhile Brewing 
has earned our favor for excelling in all three areas. They brew one of the best 
Pilsners in town; have food trucks offering barbecue, tacos, and pizza (plain cheese 
available for the picky eaters); and a vast backyard with two playscapes where the 
little ones can run their hearts out. If that doesn’t tire them out, parents can grab 
an iced coffee on the way out to refuel. 3901 promontory point, meanwhileBeer.com
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Best snoWBaLL’s 
chance in texas

shaved ice 
island
 Just bowled 10 frames at 
Westgate Lanes and need 
a cool down? Conveniently 
parked outside is rahul 
Kahol’s island-themed 
shaved ice truck, blasting out 
cheery hawaiian music and 
heat-busting deliciousness. 
Flavors range from traditional 
(we think a black cherry and 
blue coconut combo can’t be 
beat) to gourmet (including 
Moscow Mule, mango lassi, 
and Mexican rice pudding). 
shaved Ice Island is a move-
able feast: A truck is available 
to cater birthday parties and 
other events. For an addi-
tional fee you can add on 
a snowball fight, with four 
buckets of snowballs and a 
tray of loose snow to make 
your own icy ammo.

2701 w. william cannon,  
ShavediceiSland.com

Best pLace to Meet your BaBy

austin area Birthing Center
 Austin Area Birthing Center (AABC) has been 
helping Austin moms give birth with midwives since 
1987. Three decades later, their north and south 
locations’ birthing rooms are equipped with tubs, 
stand-up showers, and stockpiles of birthing tools 
such as stools, bungee-style cords, and yoga balls of 
all sizes. The largest Texas employer of midwives with 
master’s degrees, AABC prioritizes immediate skin-
to-skin contact between mom and baby. The team 
also offers mother-focused aftercare in the days and 
weeks following birth.

4100 duval rd., Bldg. 2, #101; 2500 w. william cannon #503; auStinaBc.com

Best neiGhBorhood  
park With a BiG sLide

Balcones district Park
 The recently renovated Balcones district Park in 
northwest Austin has been a boon for parents in the 
area. It has two playscapes, both of which have unique 
features fun for kids of all ages. older kids will love the 
Big slide. As they say, the journey is the destination, 
and making the climb to the top of the slide is great 
for building up kids’ courage. But who are we kidding? 
The real thrill here is in descending a Truly. Big. slide.

12017 amherSt dr., auStinparkS.org/BalconeS-diStrict-park

Best kid-friendLy pLace to sneak in a Li’L parentaL r&r

West China Tea House
 Being a parent is hard. Treat yourself to a soothing break – and avoid the 
headache of finding a sitter first – at the criminally underrecognized West China 
Tea house off I-35. sample a wide variety of teas served in the gong fu cha 
style of Chinese tea ceremony while your young’uns enjoy lounging on floor pil-
lows and spying the occasional pet snake. second saturdays bring the monthly 
CommuniTeA, a donation-based event where “spontaneous music, dance, and col-
laborative expression are standard occurrences”; sundays, meanwhile, are all about 
education, with gong fu cha classes offered for every level of expertise. But no 
matter when you go, West China Tea promises you’ll leave with newfound knowl-
edge of the rich culture and ceremony of Chinese tea. 4706 n. i-35, weStchinatea.com
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Readers Poll
SPoRtS & RecReation

Swimming Pool

Barton Springs Pool
FINALISTS: Deep Eddy Pool, Big Stacy Pool

“This ain’t even a competition.” – A m A n d A  W e e m s

2131 William Barton Dr., austintexas.gov/Department/ 
Barton-springs-pool

Swimming Hole/lake

Hamilton Pool nature 
Preserve
FINALISTS: Blue Hole, Hippie Hollow, Jacob’s Well, Krause Springs

“Well, when you’re able to go there,  
it’s fucking gorgeous.” – P e d r o  B e r l A n g A

24300 Hamilton pool rD., Dripping springs,  
parks.traviscountytx.gov/parks/Hamilton-pool-preserve

Place to camP

inks Lake State Park
FINALISTS: Krause Springs, McKinney Falls State Park, Pace Bend 
Park, Pedernales Falls State Park

“Just the right distance away from the city.” – 
B e l i n d A  H A r e

3630 park roaD 4 W., Burnet, tpWD.state.tx.us/state-parks/inks-lake

Place to Hang witH Your Pet

Zilker Park
FINALISTS: Neighbors Dog Park & Coffee Shop, Pease Park, The 
Watering Bowl, Yard Bar

“Plenty of space, water, shade, and interesting 
folks.” – r o B i n  m c A l P i n e

2100 Barton springs rD., austintexas.gov/zilker

Place to tube

Rockin’ R 
River Rides 
(Guadalupe and 
comal Rivers)
FINALISTS: Don’s Fish Camp (San  
Marcos River), Lions Club Tube Rental 
(San Marcos River), Texas State Tubes 
(San Marcos River), Texas Tubes  
(Comal River)

“Always a great time! They 
have their system down.” – 
e r i k A  B l A n k e n s H i P

1405 gruene rD., neW Braunfels,  
rockinr.com

JAnA Birchum

SPortS & recreation wild card

La Murga de austin  
(austin Fc supporters’ section band)
FINALISTS: Austin Rowing Club (nonprofit rowing organization), America’s Academy of Pro Wrestling (professional wrestling 
school), Barton Springs Full Moon Howl (monthly full moon swim), The Green Machines (power wheelchair soccer team)

“if you don’t vote for them, you clearly haven’t seen them in action.” – A r i  g e r n A A t

lamurgaDeaustin.org
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Shelley hiAm

Self-defenSe claSS

austin Women’s Boxing club: Self-Defense
FINALISTS: Aces Jiu Jitsu Club, Fit & Fearless: Krav Maga, The Mat Martial Arts: Krav Maga

“So much fun beside being extremely useful.” – l A u r A  F r A n c o

2919 mencHaca rD. #210, austinWomensBoxingcluB.com



BreT BrookShire

exerciSe claSS

Sky candy: Bungee Fit
FINALISTS: Austin Women’s Boxing Club: Group Boxing, Balance Dance Studios: JAM Dance Fit, Fit & Fearless: Heavy 
Bag, Total Fitness Kickboxing: Group Kickboxing

“cardio & strength building & balance all wrapped up in one class, but you don’t 
even notice because it’s So FreAkinG Fun!” – k A t H y  B A t e m A n

1023 springDale ste. 8-a, skycanDyaustin.com

John AnderSon

bowling alleY

Highland Lanes
FINALISTS: High 5, Punch Bowl Social, Westgate Lanes

“An Austin classic. outstanding grill.” – J o s H  F o g e l m A n

8909 Burnet rD., HigHlanDlanes.com

SPortS Venue

Q2 Stadium
FINALISTS: Circuit of the Americas, DKR-
Texas Memorial Stadium, H-E-B Center 
at Cedar Park, UFCU Disch-Falk Field

“Such wonderful electric 
atmosphere!! So glad  
we have this.”  
– c H r i s t i  s H o P P A c H

10414 mckalla place,  
austinfc.com/staDium

golf courSe

Butler Pitch  
& Putt
FINALISTS: Grey Rock Golf & Tennis Club, 
Hancock Golf Course, Lions Municipal 
Golf Course, UT Golf Club

“What an unbelievably cool 
place, i hope it never goes 
away. The patio and views 
are worth the trip alone. 
Good food and beer prices, 
a fun putting green, and 
oh yeah, an awesome pitch 
and putt.” – c r A i g  s t e i n

201 lee Barton, ButlerpitcHanDputt.com

gYm

austin Bouldering Project
FINALISTS: Austin Simply Fit, Austin Women’s Boxing Club,  
Fit & Fearless, Karhu Training Co.

“i love ABP! The bouldering is great – tons of prob-
lems and the best setters in town. Plus their weight 
room is spacious, with high ceilings and nice 
weight racks.” – g i n A  H e l F r i c H

979 springDale #150, austinBoulDeringproject.com

PerSonal trainer

Jen Benton
FINALISTS: Briana Ellsworth, Beckie Lough, Sierra Nevels, Alex Plichta

“Jen is such a bright light of positivity! She 
doesn’t care about getting those extra reps in, or 
how fast you are doing them, she just wants you 
there to move your body and to support you on 
your journey.” – m o r g A n  n u n c i o

empoWereDByjen.com

Yoga

Black Swan Yoga
FINALISTS: Flow Yoga, Practice Yoga Austin, Yoga East Austin, YTX Yoga

“Best instructors in Austin!” – A m  H e r r

4534 West gate BlvD.; 1417 W. anDerson; 403 orcHarD; BlacksWanyoga.com

citY trail

ann and Roy 
Butler Hike- 
and-Bike trail at  
Lady Bird Lake
FINALISTS: Onion Creek Greenbelt, River Place 
Nature Trail, Southern Walnut Creek Trail, 
Violet Crown Trail

“lived here so long, i remem-
ber how bare and bleak it 
was. The transformation has 
been amazing.” – l A u r A  g r i m e s

tHetrailfounDation.org

out-of-town Hike

enchanted Rock
FINALISTS: Lake Georgetown San Gabriel  
River Trail, Lost Maples State Natural Area, 
Milton Reimers Ranch Park, Pedernales  
Falls State Park

“love the climb and the view.”  
– d o r i A n  r i n e H A r t

16710 rr 965, freDericksBurg,  
tpWD.state.tx.us/state-parks/encHanteD-rock

outdoor run/race

thundercloud Subs  
turkey trot
FINALISTS: 3M Half Marathon, Austin Marathon, Cap 10K, Star Ranch 
Bare Buns Run

“Super family friendly And supports caritas?! 
Score!” – l o r A  B l A c k W e l l

tHunDerclouD.com/register-2-2

alternatiVe SPortS

texas Roller Derby
FINALISTS: Austin Gay Flag Football League, Austin Ultimate,  
Bat City Circus, Sky Candy

“Skater owned and operated, and the most 
entertaining sport in the world!” – l A n i  o g l e W o o d

txrD.com

Pro/Semi-Pro SPortS team

austin Fc
FINALISTS: Austin Gilgronis, Austin Sol, Austin Spurs, Round Rock 
Express, Texas Stars

“Because SomoS VerdeS!!” – i s A B e l  g o n z A l e z

austinfc.com
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Best New sports team 
(BoviNe DivisioN)

Austin Gamblers
 What? Team rodeo? The concept 
may sound strange in this ruggedly 
individualistic sport, but seasoned 
rodeo fans are excited that the for-
mat – five riders per team, highest 
total score wins – brings a new stra-
tegic twist to the competitions, and 
gives casual fans a rooting interest for 
their city’s teams. With the No. 1 pick 
in the upcoming draft, the Gamblers 
might pick two-time reigning World 
Champion Jose Vitor Leme, who 
was in town in April for the team’s 
launch party. The five-week season 
starts July 25, culminating with the 
Gamblers becoming the first pro 
sports team to host an event at the 
new Moody Center, Aug. 26-28.

pbr.com/teams/gamblers

Best Grackle

Bird on a Scooter at 
the Capitol 10,000
 Who was that beaked man? Walter 
Moreau, CEO of the beloved local 
social services and housing nonprofit 
Foundation Communities, was going 
to run in this costume in 2020 but, 
well … you know. The next year was 
scrubbed as well, but Moreau was 
back this April, traversing the Cap 
10K on his 8-foot-tall scooter with-
out pooping on a single car. We’ve 
recognized Foundation Communities 
before for their affordable housing 
projects (twice) and their low-income 
tax assistance services, but this is the 
first time we’ve given them the bird.

Critics Picks

JANA BirChuM

Best park reBoot

Waterloo Park
 Most of us probably have memories of festivals and events taking place at the old Waterloo Park, and there will always be folks 
who don’t like change, but it’s hard to argue against the utility of the updated green space. The winding paths and gardens are more 
accessible and visitor-friendly even when there isn’t a concert at the on-site amphitheatre. The neighboring Capitol grounds and 
concrete garages both inform the design, and isn’t that Austin?: a little less green, but a little more designed for use.

500 e. 12th, waterloogreenway.org/visit-waterloo-park
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Best way to  
coNNect your iNNer FuNGi 
NerD with Nature

Central texas 
Mycological Society
 The Gen Z crew has openly 
embraced their nerdiest selves since 
birth, but the rest of us have been 
much slower on the path to self-dis-
covery. And with mushrooms all the 
rage, it’s no wonder that mycologists 
are finally earning their time in the 
limelight. This newish nonprofit focus-
es on educating Austin about the wild 
world of mushrooms, from night walks 
with black lights to daytime cultivation 
meetups and online spawning class-
es. So go ahead, embrace your true 
fungi-loving self and join the mycelial 
masses: Pick up a block at one of their 
many drop sites today.

centraltexasmycology.org

Best victory  
versus a Bitter rival

University of texas 
Softball team
 On April 16, 2022, the top-ranked 
university of Oklahoma Sooners softball 
team reentered red & Charline McCombs 
Field a day after defeating the No. 18 
university of Texas Longhorns via the 
merciful “run rule.” The defending national 
champions from Norman perhaps expected 
another run-of-the-mill victory over their 
Austin rivals; after, all 2014 had marked 
the last uT victory over Ou. But fifth-year 
senior hailey Dolcini, an All-American 
offseason addition to the uT program via 
transfer portal, threw a great seven innings 
en route to a 4-2 Longhorn win. That 
shocking upset ended Ou’s NCAA-record 
unbeaten start to the season at 38-0, and 
a 40-win streak dating back to last season.

texassports.com/sports/softball

PhOTO By OMArr CANTú

Best pickleBall paraDise

Dreamland
 Like pingpong, Pickleball uses paddles. Like badminton, the court is small. 
Mostly, though, America’s fastest-growing sport resembles tennis … except 
with more smiles and laughing. The long-existent game’s recently surging 
popularity may, in part, be due to its inclusivity for a wide range of physical 
abilities and easy entry for beginners. These days you can find foursomes bop-
ping a perforated ball over the net at many city parks (Pan Am’s a hot spot), 
but the area’s top pickleball destination is Dreamland in Dripping Springs. The 
south-of-town entertainment complex has a whopping 16 pickleball courts 
used for open play, tournaments, clinics, and even professional matches.

2770 hwy. 290 w., Dripping springs, DreamlanDDstx.com
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Best eND to a Nearly 
50-year DrouGht

LBJ early College High 
School Football team
 Led by iron-willed head coach 
Jahmal Fenner, the 2021 LBJ Early 
College high School football team 
finished its historic season at 15-1 and 
competed in the uiL Football 4A State 
Championship game. in reaching AT&T 
Stadium in December, the Jaguars 
became the first Austin iSD school 
since the 1973 reagan (now Northeast) 
high School team to compete for a 
state title in football. Fenner remark-
ably coached the team to a third-round 
playoff win just days after his 21-year-
old son, Cameron Nelson, was tragically 
shot to death. The Jaguars will return to 
5A competition next season.

lbjsports.org

Best FrieNDly-But-
Feisty soccer leaGue

Austin Coed Soccer 
Association
 We love striding up to Q2 
Stadium to take in some Austin FC 
action up close. But some days it’s 
not enough just to spectate the 
Beautiful Game, and on those days 
we typically find ourselves out at 
Onion Creek Soccer Complex, lined 
up at right back for another Austin 
Coed Soccer Association game day. 
Apart from being 100% coed (which 
accentuates the friendly, inclusive 
vibe), ACSA uses the same rules 
as the pros: 11-on-11, two 45-minute 
halves, don’t use your hands. We 
love that this volunteer-run rec 
league is all soccer, all the time.

acsasoccer.org

BeSt oF AUStin 2022 CritiCS PiCkS SPortS & reCreAtion  cont inued

Best irish whip reversal to 
a FriGhteNiNG, poteNtially 
career-eNDiNG iNjury

ricky Starks
 On an April 2021 episode of All Elite 
Wrestling: Dynamite, ricky Starks mag-
ically stood upright seconds after land-
ing squarely on his head as a result of 
a German suplex spot gone wrong. The 
New Orleans native finished the match 
with a fractured neck. Starks, a charis-
matic professional wrestler primed for 
future stardom who heavily performed 
on the Texas independent scene before 
signing to AEW, claims doctors told him 
he barely avoided paralysis. his neck 
injury would sideline him for almost three 
months until he defeated Brian Cage for 
the unsanctioned FTW Championship in 
his second hometown of Austin.

twitter.com/starkmanjones

JANA BirChuM

Best iNDoor/
outDoor veNue

Bouldin Acres
 it’s not totally kid-friendly, 
and it’s not just for adults, 
either. With a playground, 
full-service bar, food trucks, 
dog park, various lawn 
games, an outdoor patio, 
and pickleball courts you can 
prebook, this creative venue 
invites Austinites of all stripes 
to have a good time. With a 
hearty menu stocked with 
BBQ Frito pie, hot honey 
turkey biscuit, and the eye-
brow-raising Sunday special, 
a beef-tallow brioche donut, 
you can carb hard and then 
enjoy a game of cornhole. On 
your way out, take a photo 
in front of the bright mural 
that pays tribute to its South 
Austin neighbors. in 100 
degrees or 60, Bouldin Acres 
is an ideal event space.

2027 s. lamar, boulDinacres.com

Best promotioNal 
persisteNce

Chris Beard
 The 2021-22 Texas Longhorns 
men’s basketball season – the pro-
gram’s first under head coach Chris 
Beard – offered promise for the 
future. Beard’s continued efforts 
to increase student investment in 
the program included an auda-
cious “Darty at the Tower.” The 
free, student-only day party began 
at the uT Tower with food trucks 
and a performance from local rap 
duo Blackillac before the uT alum 
marched his new legion of support-
ers to Gregory Gym. Over 3,000 
attendees packed uT volleyball’s 
home to provide uT basketball with 
its best atmosphere in years.

twitter.com/chrisbearDut
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Austin FC AnAlysis
ReAd the lAtest

And news.

AustinChRoniCle.Com/
newsletteRs
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Follow the legend

subsCRibe todAy

P l a y e r s  /  C o a C h e s  /  s C h e d u l e  /  s t a d i u m 

/  W a t C h  P a r t i e s  /  F a n  G r o u P s  /  m o r e

get ‘the Verde Report’ delivered  
straight to your inbox every 
week this season.

THU 5/19: HH & GEEKS WHO DRINK TRIVIA

FRI 5/20:  HAPPY HOUR & LIVE MUSIC WITH 
COLTON FORREST HARDY @7PM

SAT 5/21: BRUNCH, LUNCH, DINNER, & DRINKS!

SUN 5/22: BRUNCH, LUNCH, DINNER, & DRINKS!

MON 5/23: CLOSED

TUE 5/24: HAPPY HOUR 2PM-5PM 
 1/2 OFF PIZZAS & DRINKS

WED 5/25: HAPPY HOUR 2PM-5PM 
 1/2 OFF PIZZAS & DRINKS

THU 5/19: HAPPY HOUR 2PM-5PM

FRI 5/20: HAPPY HOUR 2PM-5PM

SAT 5/21: CIDER SIPPIN’ SATURDAYS

SUN 5/22: SUNDAY FUNDAY

MON 5/23: CLOSED

TUE 5/24: HAPPY HOUR & CLIMBER SPECIALS

WED 5/25: HAPPY HOUR, KARAOKE, AND 
 SERVICE INDUSTRY 1/2 OFF



The Austin Chronicle’s

Hang out, shop, and discover fun activities  
with the people, places, and businesses that make Austin the best!

Enjoy 20+ local vendors & booths from “Best of Austin” winners, finalists, and Critics Picks, featuring...

+ AmAndA deer Jewelry + AusTin Books & ComiCs + AusTin HAir ink + BArkin’ Creek dog kiTCHen & BATH +  
+ BuddHA’s Brew komBuCHA + BurlAp & Twine + Creek & THe CAve Comedy + HAppy Clouds smoke sHop + JAm room ATX + 

+ lAs ofrendAs + luCky dog TAroT + mAnTrA mAssAge + resTArT CBd + revivAl vinTAge + riCHesArT gAllery + slow norTH +  
 + sugAr mAmA’s BAkesHop + TeXAs fArmers mArkeT + upTown CHeApskATe + wATerloo reCords + wildgins Co. +

Plus live comedy from ...  AngelinA mArTin + Avery moore + BriAn gAAr + ColTon dowling + vAnessA gonzAlez + 
And ...  musiC By dJ CHorizo funk + drAg sHow By BrigiTTe BAndiT + sTAy Tuned for more! +

P r o C E E d s  B E n E f i t  A u s t i n  P E t s  A l i v E !

lustre pearl south  +  sunday, may 22  +  1-5 pm

AusTinCHroniCle.Com/BoApArTy
Winners of The Austin Chronicle’s 2022 “Best of Austin” revealed in the May 19th issue!

+  free Admission wiTH rsvp  +  All Ages  +  d o g-fri endly  +
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