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WAT

= J| GRIZZLY BEAR

- | Veckatimest (Warp)
There is an unbelievable clarity of sound and vision to
Veckatimest: vocals are sharper and more complex,
arrangements are tighter, production is more venturous and
| lyrics more affecting. Having opened the creafive dialogue
at such an early stage, Grizzly Bear was able o realize these
12 songs fogether as a band, makin g it their most
collaboratively compositional album to date.

$§12.99 (D LP Available
BLACK MOTH SUPER RAINBOW [¥ \ z \
(

Eating Us (Graveface)

The like-minded follow-up enlists Flaming Lips producer
Dave Fridmann, who highlights the tingly interplay be-
tween acoustic and electronic instruments and the
processed vocals, which generally sound like T-Pain
tripping his balls off. The melodies are sweet like cotton

candy and dissolve as quickly.
§1099 Cb

MATT & KIM

Matt & Kim (IHEARTCOMIX)

MATT & KIM are the real refro deal! While their upbeat
dancepop is modern, their ethic is straight outta the early

| '80s. They tour constantly, eschew dubs for warehouses and
.|| basements, and even encourage crowd surfing. Matt & Kim
@ are a keyboard-driven power pop duo based out of Brook-
lyn, New York.

$9.99 (D

CROCODILES

Summer of Hate (Faf Possum)

This is a repeat-ready 34 minutes of melodic pop
pushed to the disintegration point and beyond. Wel-
come to the art-punk renaissance

LP Available $§12.99CD

THE INTELLIGENCE

| Fake Surfers (In The Red)

| The Intelligence are back with their 4th and catchiest
album to date. Mixing their signature dissaffected distorted
vocals and lo-fi trebly twang with a more prominent pop
laden fuzzed out surt rock sound The Intelligence continue
to improve with each record!

§11.99(D LP Available

WHITE RABBITS

It’s Frightening (Thd Records)

Britt Daniel produced the record, and as on Spoon tunes,
pounding piano leads the way on the Radiohead-esque
"Midnight and I" and "Lionesse." The only instruments
that aren't slaves fo the beat are Gregory Roberts and
Stephen Patterson's vocals, which mingle info perfectly
messy harmonies.

$9.99 (D

ERLOO RECOMMEND

GREAT NEW MUSIC AT GREAT PRICES & OUR 100% GUARANTEE

| DAVE ALVIN & THE GUILTY WOMEN

Dave Alvin & the Guilty Women (Yep Roc)
The self-titled debut from this unique assemblage of play-
ers, led by Alvin, is a spirited collection of thoughtful yet
dynamic tunes featuring world-class musicianship worthy
of his now legendary pedigree.

— | S1399.0D

TODD SNIDER L

Excitement Plan (Yep Roc) [

An album that combines social commentary, gypsy reces-
sion recovery plan and Soul-Folk in to one unified mas-
terpiece. Self-awareness never sounded so good as Todd
and crack sidemen Jim Keltner and Greg Liesz team up
with Grammy-winning producer Don Was (Bob Dylan,
Rolling Stones) for an album that exemplifies Snider's
by-your-wits lifestyle and once-an-age lyricism.

813.99 D

AU REVOIR SIMONE

Still Night, Still Light (Our Secret Record Co.)
They've described their disarmingly minimalist music quite
accurately as 'dreamy electronic lo-fi keyboard pop'. Having
ditched the bells and whistles featured on their second
album The Bird Of Music, this third effort focuses entirely on
their keyboard drones, dunky-but-appealing casiotone
rhythm tracks and curiously blank, though oddly appealing
! | voices..

$10.99 (D

THE CLUES |
Clues (Constellation) | ...

The wondrous 2009 debut record from Clues. Co-founders |:
Alden Penner and Brendan Reed have been quietly nur-
turing this project in Montreal since the demise of their re-
spedtive bands, Unicorns and Les Angles Morts.The
resulting album radiates a very special warmth and ur-
gency, full of secrets, smiles, snarls and sing-a-longs.

LP Available §12.99 (D

SUNN 0)))

Monoliths and Dimensions (Southern Lord)
- | The seventh studio album in their 10 year career. The

¢ | album showcases the core guitar duo - Stephen 0'Mal-
ley and Greg Anderson - incorporating influences from
a plethora of guest musicians, bringing the SUNN 0)))
sound to epic new levels.

$§11.99(D

BILL FRISELL

All Hat Soundtrack (Emarcy)

The soundtrack was produced by Lee Townsend, the band
is comprised of many of the musicians Bill played with on
his Grammy®-winning East West live album--Greg Leisz
on pedal steel, Viktor Krauss (Alison's virtuoso brother) on
bass, Jenny Scheinman on violin, Scott Ame ndola on
drums and Mark Graham on harmonica.

9 (D

All Hat

COME IN AND LISTEN TO THIS MONTH’S RECOMMENDATIONS CULLED FROM

HUNDREDS OF NEW RELEASES. WE FULLY GUARANTEE YOU’LL BE SATISFIED OR
EXCHANGE FOR EQUAL VALUE MERCHANDISE. PLUS, AS ALWAYS, YOU’RE
WELCOME TO LISTEN TO ANYTHING IN STOCK:!

KASABIAN

West Ryder Pauper Lunatic Asylum (Red Ink)
A 52 minute mash up of sky-scraping melodies, Electro-
Punk riffs, Morricone-esque symphonics, Mariachi stomps
and Psych-Pop lullabies, it is both a stadium sized declara-
tion of intent and a bar-raising benchmark for Rock music in
2009.

$11.99 (D

NAOMI SHELTON & THE GOSPEL QUEENS
What Have You Done My Brother? (Daptone)
Naomi Shelton has been performing for nearly 40 years, but
this is her first full-length album. What Have You Done My
Brother? showcases her dassic gospel style timeless, guileless
and seemingly effortless and is the culmination of her years
spent singing in church and New York City soul dubs

LP Available §12.99(D

MAcMI SHELTOMN

GLISS

Devotion Implosion (Cordless)

Gliss brings a wall-of-sound approach to their dark pop
compositions. The Los Angeles triumvirate evoke the best el-
ements of My Bloody Valentine and the Jesus and Mary
Chain, displaying anthemic qualities that help navigate the
droning, murky minefield that plagues many of their con-
femporaries.

SO MANY DYNAMOS

Loud Wars (Vagrant)

"St. Louis' So Many Dynamos have their feet firmly planted
on the same shaky, unstable ground as Les Savy Fav and Q
and Not U. The tracks on their sophomore release, Flash-
lights, feature upbeat tempos and driving melodies bursfing
through chaotic arrangements.”

$§11.99 (D

THE WOODEN BIRDS

Magnolia (Barsuk)

| | The Wooden Birds is the new project of American Analog
Set frontman Andrew Kenny, a native Texan who returned
home to Austin from Brooklyn to make the album of his
career with a new project featuring members of acclaimed
bands Sparklehorse, OlaPodrida and Lymbyc Systym.

§11.99 (D LP Available

BLANK DOGS

Under and Under (In the Red )

For the past several years, a slew of twelve inches,
seven inches, and cassettes have been released by the
mysterious Brooklyn artist known as Blank Dogs.
Blank Dogs is actually singular: it's the insanely
prolific one-man band of Mr. Blank Dog.

The mystery continues...

$§11.99 (D

MARK KOZELEK

Lost Verses Live (Caldo Verde)

Recorded live during Kozelek's 2007 and 2008 acoustic

FRL =M tours with Sun il Moon/Red House Painters guitarist Phil
e e ':' Carney as accompaniment, this 14 song set features songs

L primarily chosen from the Sun Kil Moon catalog but also

includes solo and Red House Painter's material.

‘

$10.99 (D

Digital Downloads
now available at
WaterlooRecords.com

SALE ENDS 6-17-2009

Compact Discs
\""7: 98 3 ;{Mele)

10-11 Mon- Sat 11-11 Sun

NICOLA CONTE

Ritvals (Emarcy)

Rituals is the third album by talented ltalian musician

Nicola Conti. Conti has garnered critical acclaim for his
fusion of bossa nova, Latin rhythms, ltalian soundtrack

600-A North Lamar Austin, TX 78703
www.waterloorecords.com
(512)474.2500

Records * Video

SHOP LOCAL

influences and jazz. This is a funky and enjoyable

album which will delight fans and newcomers alike. | ke e

$13.99 (D L=

WHERE MUSIC STILL MATTERS
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See our pride pullout for event listings, festival map, and more Pride-full tidbits

PAGE TWO A Higher Court

POSTMARKS Reader not
impressed with editorial
response, hamburger roundup
disappoints, and more

Nnews

Event Street Closures:
Compromise Ordinance
Doesn’t Solve Barricades;
APD Shooting: Chief Responds
to Community Concerns;

U.S. Senate: Sharp on Sharp;
and More

POINT AUSTIN The Capitol
Circus Decamps

BY MICHAEL KING

BESIDE THE POINT Solid
Waste: Willie Rhodes
Slides Sideways

BY MICHAEL KING

ON THE LEGE Session

Ends With Finger-Pointing,
Unfinished Business;
Creationist McLeroy Booted
From SBOE Chair; and More

THE HIGHTOWER REPORT Soft
Landing in Rough Times; and
The Price of Pie

calendar
COMMUNITY

Hi-ho, rainbow unicorn! It’s gay Pride

THE GENIUS OF THE CROWD ... SOURCE
Austin programmers look to create a
public redesign of the city’s website
BY WELLS DUNBAR

LETTERS AT 3AM A Dance to the
Music of Time
BY MICHAEL VENTURA

sports

CRUNCH TIME Will the Aztex cower
or conquer?
BY NICK BARBARO

the arts

New Dances at Big Range Austin;
Changes for Conspirare; and a Tony
for Austin?

SUPERLATIVES The 2008-2009 Austin
Critics Table Awards
BY ROBERT FAIRES

AFTER A FASHION Stephen rests then
divests

BY STEPHEN MACMILLAN MOSER

BOOK REVIEWS Seven Tenths:
The Sea and Its Thresholds by
James Hamilton-Paterson; and
The Center of the Universe:

A Memoir by Nancy Bachrach

FILM

Land of the Lost, The Hangover, My Life in

food

Boost; Lucky J's; Event
Menu: June 4-11; and
Food-o-File

RESTAURANT RECYCLERS
From earth to table
and back again

BY KATE THORNBERRY

RESTAURANT ROULETTE
A spin around our
Restaurant Guide

sScreens

AFS Doc Tour;
Forbidden Lie$; and
Film News

WHEN THE SUN RISES

In the aftermath of
Hurricane Ike, a group
of teenage filmmakers
galvanizes the tales of
its island

BY KATE X MESSER

TV EYE This Won’t
Hurt a Bit

BY BELINDA ACOSTA

back
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COVER PHOTO BY JANA BIRCHUM

music

OFF THE RECORD Surveying
the aftermath from a

Red River shootout
outside Spiros

BY AUSTIN POWELL

RYAN BINGHAM Lubbock
Mafia-endorsed former
rodeo rider stays atop of
his gritty Southwestern
songcraft

BY AUSTIN POWELL

PHASES & STAGES Sonic
Youth, Green Day, Grizzly
Bear, Elvis Costello, and
more

NEWS OF THE WEIRD Sex
toys in Pakistan, Father’s
Day in Germany, and
much more

COMIX How to Be Happy, Trouble-

town, Eyebeam, and more

festival time! Hug a happy homo, hon!
DAY TRIPS Post-Katrina New Orleans is

returning to form as a tourist destination

for people from across the globe

SPORTS

PLAYING THROUGH The sports world is
rife with dickish behavior

SOCCER WATCH Aztex host three games
this week, and more

ARTS

Theatre: Long Day’s Journey Into Night,
Home Entertainment 2009

Visual Arts: ‘Nathan Green: Happy
Birthday Moon’

Ruins, Every Little Step, Lemon Tree
SHOWTIMES
SPECIAL SCREENINGS City Lights, Modern

Times, A Peck on the Cheek, Blood Simple,

Arizona Dream, 8%, Raiders of the Lost
Ark, The Way We Were

Music

RECOMMENDED Bachelorette’s rise of

the machines, plus the New York Dolls,

Aggrolites, Les Claypool, Matisyahu,
Clinton Fearon, Mika Miko, Girl in a

Coma, Sarah Jarosz, Bonnie Prince Billy,

Wolves in the Throne Room, etc.
VENUES
CLUB LISTINGS + ROADSHOWS

Newsdesk heaves a sigh for SINEDIE > Immediate A/V GRATIFICATION at Earache! > Under the Covers KNOWS
FIVE THINGS MORE THAN YOU. At least. > Gay Place is PROUD ASA ... well, since ‘peacock’ is copyrighted, we'll go

with ‘UNICORN’ > Chronique gets a PAPERCUT
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MR. SMARTY PANTS Squirrel-flavored
potato chips, John Lennon’s Elvis,
and more

CLASSIFIEDS

THE COMMON LAW High Property
Taxes

CAR TALK Sedan’s Straight-Stretch
Stoppage May Be Due to Sketchy
Solenoid

EASY STREET, PERSONALS

THE LUV DOC A rambling recommenda-
tion to shore up your social calendar

FREE WILL ASTROLOGY Write down
your visions of future accomplish-
ments, Gemini
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Extended Hours to Better Serve You
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R DD
NATURAL ng.;:s#g;
j;[ HEADQUARTERS
“What Can .
I Do With
My Herbs?”|

with J ng Barrétt
SAT, JUNE 6 ¢ 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.

Dress for outdoors ® Bring a chair if you can

8648 0Id Bee Caves Road, 288-6113
naturalgardeneraustin.com

Terra Toys!

Four-time Grammy-nominated
CONSPIRARE presents a
Rousing Season Finale!

JUNE 6,8:00PM .
JUNE 7,2:00PM Car Donation
LONG CENTER Hope House
FOR THE WITH YOUR HELP - CARE IS PROVIDED FOR 40 SEVERELY CHALLENGED CHILDREN
PERFORNMING ARTS FROM VIRTUALLY EVERY AUSTIN NEIGHBORHOOD. (FOR OVER 40 YEARS).
* Run by Hope House - we’re not a vehicle broker
Conspirare » Funds generated go directly to the needs of our children

» Tax Deductible
* Cars. Trucks, Boats Property — any condition *

THANK YOU AUSTIN 515-6889 www.hopehouseaustin.com

Conspirare Symphonic Choir
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is first Austin appearance to join the singers for . . 7/17 | Ray Price -
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A Higher Court

Rash judgment and vitriol don’t validate simplistic morality

I

Many harbor an overriding belief in simpli-
fication, an ideological minimalism that makes
decision-making easy. In this view, there is a right
and a wrong; there is the truth, and there are lies;
there is good and evil. Most who feel this way
are absolutely confident that not only are these
distinctions obvious, but, as individuals,
they in particular can make said dis-
tinctions easily and consistently.

Interestingly, those who em-
brace this take are more focused
on pointing out the darker side
of issues others may be miss-
ing. Too often, at the same time
people are damning others, they
are anointing themselves.

In life there are many issues on which
there are a number of honest and principled but
still very different points of view. Moral, intel-
ligent people can interpret facts differently. There
is rarely one gleaming truth when it comes to
opinion or perception. Still, accepting this com-
plexity makes a lot of situations very difficult to
assess while also complicating many judgments.

Those who embrace simplification often
dismiss those who believe in ambiguity. They
see that position as a strategy by secular
humanists and their ilk to destroy civilization
and attack God; thus, arguing for the multidi-
mensionality of life is just a blatant, cowardly
excuse to avoid dealing with moral absolutes.
Some also believe that those who argue for
complexity are not only evil themselves, but
in addition they know that they are and con-
sciously serve that cause.

II

I'm always a bit taken aback at how casu-
ally some people dismiss others, sometimes
saddling them with the most horrendous
labels. It seems that it is almost always taken
for granted that any public person — especially
but not only politicians — accused of anything
is guilty. Usually they also are ascribed the
most perverted, corrupt, and base motives.

There is no assumption of innocence; in
fact, innocence seems out of the question. If

no formal charges are ever filed or the accused
is acquitted, the quick response is about how
the fix is in or how power was asserted to cor-
rupt the case. Innocence is a concept not only
barred from the conversation but absent from
the complete vocabulary.
The Internet has solidified the certain-
ty of accusations and sped up the rush to
judgment. The amount of misinfor-
mation, questionable facts, rumors,
and outright lies referenced in too
many discussions is appalling.
Here, vitriol is the most com-
mon standard. Contempt indi-
cates superior intelligence on
the part of the contemptuous;
smugness bestows righteousness.
Arguments based only on fabrications,
hallucinations, or completely unwarranted
assumptions are offered as certain truths.

III

There are those who love the smear, those
who find unending joy in discovering the
human flaws of public figures. No one is
granted the benefit of the doubt; the doubt
itself is all that matters.

Often, the process of condemning others
for their immorality, “evil,” greed, and other
vicious traits is only one- half of the equation.
The other half is that by condemning others,
one’s purity of purpose and personal nobil-
ity is enhanced and emphasized — moreover,
usually the condemnors just as easily forgive
themselves for their own trespasses.

When anti-abortion groups picket clin-
ics, create websites that encourage murder,
and treat such murders as heroic, they do
so in the name of God. Instead of the far
more difficult and less satisfying activities
of trying to improve a community’s health,
increasing prenatal care, caring for orphans,
pushing public education, and spreading
information — all of which take some time to
show results — they want to cash in on their
nobility of self immediately.

Encouraging the killing of or actually kill-
ing a doctor is neither noble nor heroic; it is

Per Supplies for Austin Since 1946

Quality, all-natural nudrition you can count on

ecanse your /bef Iy cow\}l}ng on you.
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¢ INNOVA © CALIFORNIA NATURAL ¢ Evo
¢ NATURAL CHoICE * NATURAL BALANCE

CENTRAL
908 E. 49 % St. @ Airport Blvd.
Mon-Fri 9-6 « Sat 10-4
Closed Sundays
512-452-1560

Ben White & S.Lamar

Near Target
Mon-Sat 9-8 ¢ Sun 12-5

512-445-4549
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WESTLAKE CEDAR PARK
3300 Bee Cave Rd. 202 Walton Way
Randall’s Shopping Center Near Walmart
Mon-Sat 9-7 « Sun 1-5 Mon-Sat 9-7 ¢ Sun 1-5

512-306-1121 512-260-8566
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instead quite clearly blasphemy. One anoints
one’s group or oneself as above both secular
and spiritual laws, restrained by neither the
Constitution nor the Bible. Such a person not
only acts as judge and jury but as an immediate
agent of God. Only by that audacity can some-
one assume to act on God’s behalf, granting his
or her own reprieve from following the Lord’s
commandment about not murdering others.

IV

Many with no evidence claim to know
exactly what other people — most often those
with differing views — believe. In this sce-
nario, it is a safe bet that such beliefs will
almost never be considered noble or well-
intentioned. Instead, they usually involve a
wallowing celebration of corruption.

There are many who themselves don’t claim
to have publicly achieved very much but feel
comfortable discounting and debunking the
achievements of others.

(Clarification is needed here. Public achieve-
ment and/or media recognition are by no
means the only, main, or most reasonable
standards against which life should be judged.
Those leading simpler lives — in which they are
satisfied, devoted to their faiths, committed to
their families, and of value to their communities
— often achieve the quality of life they desire.
There are many different legitimate standards
for judging social roles and contributions.)

There are those who have never run for pub-
lic office but know they would do a better job
than those elected. Those who have devoted
little of their lives to public service who have
no trouble damning those who have done so.
There are those who rarely engage in creative
endeavors but are almost always contemptu-
ous of creative people and their works.

\

Driving all this seems to be the ridiculous
assumption that for everything, there is almost
always a very simple explanation. For an effect,
there is a cause. For any action, there is not only
an accessible explanation but also a predictable,
reasonable reaction. Certainly, this view is wide-

In last week’s story about the life and death
of Nathaniel Sanders I, we incorrectly reported
that the American YouthWorks charter school
has been in operation for 30 years. As a non-
profit, AYW is three decades old, but the charter
school has only been in operation since 1996.

We also ran the wrong photo with the story
“Beleaguered PARD Considers Dousing Trail
of Lights.” The volunteers pictured were not
Trail of Lights volunteers but rather trail volun-
teers with the Austin Parks Foundation.

spread across the board. In certain communi-
ties, it goes beyond that to the epidemic — our
beloved conspiracy-hobbyist brothers and sis-
ters base their entire belief system on this: that
cause and effect are always obvious, and one
just needs the courage to understand them.

VI

This oversimplification is accompanied by
the take that people are barely two-dimen-
sional, lacking any complexity.

Witness the discussion of the invasion of
Iraq. How many single theories have been
proposed for what was really the motivating
cause, as though everyone involved in making
that horrendous decision shared a single ambi-
tion? Is it logical that all the players in the Bush
administration, despite varying ideologies and
beliefs, evidenced a single, shared goal?

There is a long list of theories from which
to choose: “It was because of oil.” “It was
done because Israel secretly runs this country.”
“Bush was trying to avenge and make whole
his father’s failings.” “Iraq did have weapons
of mass desctruction.” “Saddam Hussein was
such an evil force, he had to go.” “It was our
mission to bring democracy.” “There were
clear ties between Hussein’s government and
al Qaeda (despite no evidence).” “It was driven
by the elite so they could accumulate even more
wealth.” “It was done knowing it would fail to
further destabilize the whole region to facilitate
the goals of the New World Order.” “The New
World Order was behind it.” And so on.

Humans are complex. They are also remark-
ably self-serving, erratic, contradictory, and pro-
miscuous in their beliefs, though it would be
silly to expect anything else. Simplistic readings
almost inherently are invalid.

continued on p.8
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CONTINUED FROM P.6

VII

There have been a number of attacks on
the legitimacy of the current Congress. There
are those who argue that, given that it has
not listened to the 60% of American people
who wanted an immediate withdrawal from
Iraq and the 70% who opposed its economic
bailouts, Congress has failed. The logic
of this claim is that the United States is a
democracy, so the government must follow
the will of the majority.

Those percentages come from polls. The way
a poll question is phrased, deliberately or not,
often affects the answer. If rephrased, the answer
might be quite different. Sorry to beat it to
death, but one of the core shared assumptions
of the drafters of the Constitution was that the
functioning government should be somewhat
insulated from public opinion. This is so that
it can concentrate on doing what is best for the
country rather than be influenced by often fickle
and rarely concrete public sentiment.

When we invaded Iraq, polls showed that
as much as 80% of the public supported the
invasion. Did that make it right? Unfunded
legislative mandates are one of the reasons
so many local and state governments are
having fiscal problems. There is something
despicable about the elected government
in Washington doing this — but the criti-
cal problem with citizens’ initiatives is that
those who get them on the ballot and those

512.693.2323 BeadltAustin.com

Austin’s only True Blues
Bar! Live Blues 7 pays
a WeeR. Open gpm to 24m.
Two Live Blues
Bawds Nightly!

4

www.myspace.com/nunosonsixth,
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who vote for them have no overall fiduciary
responsibility. Look at California, where they
have voted to restrict taxes, as well as passing
a number of unaffordable initiatives. Those
having no responsibility for balancing the
books should not be dictating legislation.

VIII

Passion does not legitimate conviction,
condemning others does not enable, and
deriding others does not bestow authenticity.

Many, regardless of specific ideology, believe
that the way a position is articulated is the way it
is validated — that the more certainty with which
something is stated, the more certainly it is true.

Who Shot JR?

That'll be the question on the
Murder on the Bertram Flyer.
The Capital City Mystery Players
will perform this fun and
mysterious show in the most
unique setting...on the train.
Departing at 7:00 PM on
June 20th, this three-hour journey will
recreate the western world of oil tycoons,
bitter spouses and jealous relatives. Visit
the website for details, a full train schedule
and to purchase tickets. All aboard!

RESERVATIONS
—— 512-477-8468 ——
— www.AustinSteamTrain.org —]

A nonprofit volunteer organization.
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Believing repetition validates almost any-
thing, former Vice President Dick Cheney
and presidential adviser Karl Rove are both
going around offering revisionist history as
rock-solid fact. They both are claiming they
didn’t make statements they made, that they
didn't take positions that they took, and
that — though some of their strategies have
been proven dramatically wrong — they were
entirely right.

Cheney and Rove know they are not going
to get very far in changing the opinions of
the opposition. They don’t care. This is all
about giving true believers material to reiter-
ate as fact without thought while also trying

to sway the ever-crucial middle. Ironically,
they callously assume that those who most
devoutly follow them are either willing dupes
or gleeful co-conspirators. They have learned
that if given a hook in stating a position,
no matter how illogical, their followers will
chant it in unison.

Coda

Judging morality, deciding on the rightness
of actions, and defining a moral compass
should all start with the individual coming
to terms with his or her own thoughts and
actions. It should not begin with looking out-
ward to condemn others. |

There was a time when we thought just the opposite. Flashback, anyone?

Enjoy a pest-free home and work environment without harshing your

mellow. Conveniently and effectively control roaches, ants, termites and

all things crawly with Chem-free’s balanced, organic approach.

I]AIJ. TODAY AND SAVEI

'Sa0 OFF

| ANNUAL PEST CONTRACT

I Applies to first time customers
signing annual contract

h--_----

Chem

ORGANIC PEST & LAWN SERVICES

Our service comes naturally

(512) 837-9681
www.chemfreepestandlawn.com
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SAME DAY SERVICE
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TRANSMISSION

COMPLIMENTARY TIRE ROTATION
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512-258-7711
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The Subaru Forester”

Motor Trend’s
2009 Sport/Utility
of the Year”
26wmra
EST. HWY.

2009 Forester 2.5x

Auto-dimming mirror with compass, Tailpipe covers, Cargo
cover, Cargo tray, Splash guards

$279 TOTAL DUE AT LEASE
SIGNING

$ 2 ; 9 PER MONTH
36 MO. LEASE**

MP

THE MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE LINEUP
IN AMERICA*

P eanssceoms

FREE with new Subaru

CAR WASH
FOR LIFE

**Model 9FA. WITH APPROVED CREDIT. DEALER CONTRIBUTION MAY
AFFECT FINAL NEGOTIATED PRICE. 36 MO LEASE, FIRST MO. PAYMENT
TOTAL DUE AT INCEPTION, NO SEC. DEP. REQUIRED, 36 MONTHLY
PAYMENTS OF $279, FINAL PYMT / RESIDUAL = $11,935. BASED ON 10K

MI./YRWITH $.15 PER MI. EXCESS CHARGE. MSRP $21,314. Stk 22970

“Roger “Beasley”

SUBARU

oF GEORGETOWN

ONLY 15 MINUTES FROM AUSTIN

7501 S IH-35 - EXIT 257

(512) 930-2111

Service Dept open Sat 9am-4em

FOR MORE SPECIALS VISIT
www.subarugeorgetown.com
SALES: M-F 8:30 - 8:00, Sat 9:00 - 8:00
Lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. *Based on 2008 model
year EPA combined estimated fuel economy for AWD and 4WD. Subaru average

EPA city estimate is 18.8 mpg and highway estimate is 25.1 mpg. Actual mileage
may vary. ALL PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY. OFFERS EXPIRE 6/15/09.

Ll hﬂh
!_‘_'I -r "II'LL" .

OFreqiste anline at: |

“wiwvw.MasterGaohring.com §
Avgaliesieeeliing Lol

You gotta see & taste this:

FREE 10 Cane Rum Tastings & Sugar Cane Crushing Demo
Friday, 6/5 Marketplace at Hancock Center
Saturday, 6/6 4500 Williams Dr in Georgetown
Saturday, 6/6 Stassney & South Congress

Thursday 6/4
6pm - 10pm
Friday 6/5
Apm - Tpm

Saturday 6/6
6pm - 10pm

1pm - 4pm
4pm - 7pm

Hill Country
Galleria

FREE Hill Country Galleria
Concert Series feat. Adam Hood

FREE City Wide Wine Tastings
Sip While You Shop for the Weekend

Various Locations
Info at TwinLiquors.com

Hill Country
Galleria

FREE Hill Country Galleria
Concert Series feat. Ryan Bales

~MEET US ON THE INTERWEBS ~

Our Tweeps and Facebook friends get up-to-the-minute updates on FREE
Tastings, events, contests and specials. Follow us for all the latest!
FREE daily wine tastings

MDON'T FORCG ET! between 4 and 7pm at

Marketplace at Hancock Center

TWIN

LIQUORS

FINE WINE&’SP]RITS

ON YOUR WAY
1o SAVINGS/

Stop by one of our 59 locally-
owned neighborhood locations,
or visit us at TwinLiquors.com
for more info and a complete
calendar of events.

OUR PLEDGE TO YOU:
Twin Liquors will meet or
beat any printed advertised
price; always have, always
will. Ask a Twin Liquors
associate for details.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR must be signed with
full name and include daytime phone number, full
address, or e-mail address. Letters should be no
longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
all submissions. Letters may not be edited, added
to, or changed by sender once we receive them.
General e-mail address: mail@austinchronicle.com
Postmarks forum:
austinchronicle.com/forums/postmarks

Mailing address: The Austin Chronicle,

PO Box 49066, Austin, TX 78765

POINTLESSLY SLUNG ATTITUDE

Hi guys (or ladies in this case, specifically),

| just wanted to write a quick note in response
to your rather defensive and somewhat conde-
scending rebuttal to Peter Remington’s ques-
tion [“Postmarks,” May 22]. | was totally buying
your stance on why you don’t publish actual
polling numbers for your Restaurant Poll — until
you had to get all bitchy and stoop to a lower
level. Your last few sentences were totally
unnecessary and, | imagine, would only serve
to provoke others (like me) to resent your edito-
rial if they hadn’t already. Of course knowing
how many people voted for or against Uchi isn’t

great hamburgers. Red Robin has expanded
into Austin and San Marcos. Chili’'s, Applebee’s,
and even Mimis Cafe serve quality hamburgers.
Burger King has a free Whopper coupon in every
Valpak mailing. Whataburger is still a favorite —
much better than about half of the places you
reviewed, in my opinion.

| was disappointed that Short Stop was
neglected, as always. When | first saw these
places located in parking lots, | thought they
did film developing. Short Stop never seems to
advertise or get reviewed, but the little shacks
seem to be all over Austin. Isn’'t it time that
Short Stop gets written up somewhere?

As you may know, I’'m a hamburger historian
who found the first citations of the word “ham-
burger.” The hamburger was not invented by
Fletcher Davis of Athens, Texas, who opened
a hamburger stand at the 1904 World’s Fair in
St. Louis. | was cited on some popular blogs
this month after Obama wanted some Dijon
mustard on his cheeseburger — a Texas non-
ketchup tradition. | guess no one is interested
in free, reliable food history these days from
your friendly, local, penniless food historian.
Overlooked, just like Short Stop!

Barry Popik

DICK CHENEY MAKES A STARTLING
ADMISSION!

OH, SURE, I'VE KILLED LOTS
OF PEOPLE! USED TO HUNT THEM
FOR SPORT ON THE SOUTH LAWN!

MAN ]S THE MOST DANGEROUS
| GAME, YOU KNOW!

WITCH

THIS MODLERN WORLD

A FURIoUS DEBATE ERUPTS!
THE LAW 1S THE LAW! IF THE

OH COME ON! THE LAST
THING THIS COUNTRY NEEDS|
RIGHT Now me PARTISAN

by TOM TOMORROW

CONGRESSIONAL DEMOCRATS TRY
T0 FINESSE THE ISSUE!

WHAT THE FORMER VICE~PRESIDENT
DID WAS CLEARLY WRONG! BUT
WHY WASTE TIME WITH A DIVISIVE,
PROLONGED PROSECUTION-~WHEN
A FIRMLY WORDED DENUNCIATION
WILL D0?

BAD MISTER CHENEY! VERY, VERY
BAD!

PRESIDENT OBAMA ISSUES A
ﬂEASURED STATEMENT of DI,

RATHER. LARGE o 'NCE?EBLE!
UH, ERRORS IN
JUPGEMENT WER|
MADE=-BUT THAT'S
AL BEHIND US
No!

--WHICH TALK RADIO HOSTS IM-
MEDIATELY SEIZE UPON AS THE
REAL OUTRAGE!

AND FINALLY, A CENTRIST con-
SENSUS EMERGES.

SURE, HUNTING HUMAN BEINGS WAS
CLEARLY A MISTAKE--BUT DIDN'T
WE ALL GO A LITTLE CRAZY Af-

AND CHENEY
WAS UNDER

IT_WOULDN'T BE
FAIR To GO BACK
AND sacwl’:-euass

4 = /]
S0B! I--I
CAN'T BELIEVE
THAT THE PRES-
IDENT WouLd
TREAT A DEVOTED

going to change how the sushi tastes! Thanks
Captain Obvious! And who knows or cares how
many votes Hut's Hamburgers got; it won't alter

[Food Editor Virginia B. Wood replies: Perhaps
you overlooked the introduction of the burger
feature, where | explained the parameters of

JUST WATCHE
YOUR BACK |

the taste. But what will forever put a bad taste  our list. For the purposes of this feature, we s DI A RUANT
in my mouth is how your editors, whose job  covered 12 new local or regional burger places HEH HEH CHENEY WITH

7
glEXT: 15 CANNIBALISM REALLY
L] RONI

HEH! SUCH CASUAL

is to listen to the responses and opinions of DISRESPELT!

that opened in Austin within the last couple of

ToM ToMeRRW®20 04... www.thismodernworld.com

your readers, would answer a reader’s question
with a literary slap in the face. Why do people
always have to sling attitude where none is
due. It seemed a legitimate question, but your
failure to respond in a professional manner was
anything but.

Josh Addison

DISAPPOINTING HAMBURGER ROUNDUP

Dear Editor,

Congratulations for the Austin hamburger
roundup [“Burger Bonanza,” Food, May 22]. Keep
in mind that there are many other places that
serve wonderful burgers — perhaps better than
all that you've reviewed. Fuddruckers still serves

years. None of the national or regional family
restaurants that you’ve mentioned fit that crite-
ria, and neither do Fuddruckers or Short Stop.
As always, | appreciate your efforts to broaden
my horizons.]

FORGIONE NOT REALLY SUCCESSFUL

Dear Editor,

Re: “Forgione Puff Piece” [“Postmarks”
online, May 26]: Right on, David Weiner! The
sentence, “He did the job he was hired to do,
and on those standards, he’s certainly been
an enormous success” [“Point Austin,” News,
May 22]. For me his statement even belies
what education is all about. The goal of educa-

TEXASAROLLERGIRLS®
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tion is to be able to think for oneself. Michael
King's statement affects what | would term
an emotional commitment to ignorance. If he
meant success means providing the kinds of
environments to help students begin to think
for themselves, then why isn’t this being pro-
vided for by Austin ISD? If AISD is attempting
to say that the outcomes proffered by the
leadership of Mr. Forgione were successful,
this is upside-down, fuzzy logic. Unfortunately,
these are the kinds of markers for success
in our society: A white dominated system will
apparently do all it can to use its privilege to

URBAN

its own advantage, all the while claiming that
each child has the same humanity and its task
is to assist the student to achieve an incred-
ible, limitless potential.

Thanks for sharing your views David, because
they aided me in continuing the process of think-
ing new ideas into tangible realities.

Christopher Bear Beam, M.A.

POSTMARKS ONLINE
austinchronicle.com/postmarks

LIVING

7727 Burnet | 451-2144 | urbanlivingaustin.com
hours: monday - saturday 10-6pm | sunday 1-5pm




Got the Gas Guzzler
Blues?
Donate Your

vehicle to
SafePlace

Tax deductible
Free towing

Super Arch Support
e Calorie-Burning Sandal
* Tones Leg Muscles

* Burns Fat!

512-356-1577
www.safeplace.org

SafePlace ‘ fonday-Saturday, No

Andcrsdn Lane & Burne
CALL US 512-247-SAFE
Across from Northcross Mall « 323-0554

Waterloo CDs

Piccomolo
Gelato

ALL ATMS

At Amplify, we think it's time for banking to change - so we’'re making all ATMs
in the world free. Just open a free checking account with direct deposit.
No surcharges, no receipts, no hoops to jump through.

Plus, you get great freebies from some of Austin’s favorite places.

%I'REE ATMS %

AMPLIFY

Bank less. Live more.

A $15 coupon to Waterloo for any non-sale item, and two free
regular cups of Piccomolo gelato available while supply lasts.

Deposits federally insured
up to $250,000 by NCUA.

PUY-SELL-TR-ADE
GUILT-FREE
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AUSTIN: 2904 Guadalupe St. HOUSTON: 1618 Westheimer 113-523-8101

(next to Toy Joy) 512-1480-9922 249 W. 19th St. 113-868-2400 DALLAS: 3421 Greenville 214-826-T54k

Top Modern Architects plus Green Building equals
Award Winning Neighborhood
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Headlines

The 81st Legislature adjourned Monday in a
welter of confusion and mutual recriminations
and no certain continuing legislation for the
Texas Department of Transportation, the Depart-
ment of Insurance, and three other state agen-
cies. Gov. Rick Perry says he has no immediate
plans to call a special session. See “On the
Lege,” p.16.

City Council doesn’t meet this week, but the
budget scramble begins: Departments need to
find $30 million to $40 million in savings for the

next fiscal year.

Recycling: A long-expected
reorganization of Solid
Waste Services was
announced Friday, as 14-year
Director William Rhodes
was shuffled sideways to
head up the new Code
Compliance division; the city
also appointed a new human resources director.
See “Beside the Point,” p.14.

City officials faced the public Monday night in a
marathon meeting at the Delco Center concern-
ing the May 11 police shooting of Nathaniel
Sanders Il. The investigations are ongoing, but
on Tuesday, Sanders’ parents sued the APD and
the city for excessive use of force. See “Sanders
Family Files Suit,” p.22.

A third LG Allstarz band member was arrested
Tuesday in the continuing aftermath of the May 28
shooting at Spiros nightclub. Wendon Candrick
was arrested for drug possession and is sus-
pected of stabbing someone in the incident in
which eight people were shot outside the club.
See “Off the Record,” p.50.

You are now the proud owner of a used automo-
bile company — General Motors declared bank-
ruptcy Monday, with the U.S. government buying
60% ownership and the rest of the pieces picked
up by the United Auto Workers. Management
looked to close some plants, sell some divi-
sions, and in theory get the company back in pri-
vate hands and profits before too long.

The Hyde Park
Neighborhood
Association
returns to District
Court today
(Thursday, June 4)
to try to prevent
the owners of a
100-year-old
home from bulldozing the property at 4213
Avenue G. The emotional case, compounded by
a city procedural error, has prompted calls for
clarity in the historic zoning process.

NORA ANKRUM

The Austin ISD trustees released an efficiency
report produced by consultants MGT of America,
which informed them if they close several
schools and fire hundreds of employees, they
could save a bunch of money. Really? See
“Naked City,” p.14.

Gov. Rick Perry passed an
unprecedented milestone: a
new modern record of 200
people executed on his
watch, more than any other
governor in U.S. history. On
Tuesday, Terry Lee Hankins
was put to death by lethal
injection for the 2001 mur-
der of his two stepchildren.

JOHN ANDERSON

On the Lege

Sen. Robert Duncan signs
a commemorative poster
Monday, the last day of the
81st legislative session.
For more coverage, see
“On the Lege,” p.16.

The Capitol Circus

Decamps

Did we learn anything more than the meaning of “chub”?

The dust is still settling down at the Capitol from
Monday’s herky-jerky sine die, and next week our
reporters will have a good deal more to say about
exactly what happened — as soon as they can fig-
ure that out. In the meantime, a few pre-
liminary observations are possible. The
first is the most obvious: Under the reign
of long-shot House Speaker Joe Straus,
the session began with a promising new
atmosphere of collegiality and “biparti-
sanship,” which dissolved immediately
in the Senate as the national GOP cam-
paign for “voter ID” took up squatters’
residence, undermined the Senate rules, and
created a time bomb that eventually exploded in the
House. People who had never heard the word “chub-
bing” before were asking me for a definition, and the
usually soporific proceedings on the legislative floor
took on the texture and motility of molasses, provid-
ing the most memorable line of the session, Austin
Rep. Dawnna Dukes’ “the paint’s dry.”

Notably lost in the turpitude were not just the
Texas Department of Transportation reformation,
the local gas tax option (remember when the Texas
highway lobby was invincible?), and the former

The Hightower Report

The Genius of the Crowd ... Source

bosom friendship of Senate Republicans John
Carona and Glenn Hegar. The most notable casualty
was the potential expansion of health insurance to
another 80,000 Texas children, who will go with-
out health care — except, of course, for that
stopgap directly underwritten by you at a

local emergency room — because Gov.

Rick Perry is running for re-election.

Similarly, the $555 million in federal

stimulus funds intended for unem-

ployment insurance foundered on

national GOP anti-Obama politics —

despite the fact that the glaring secret of

the “balanced” state budget Perry celebrated
Tuesday is that it was balanced only with the help of

more than $12 billion in federal stimulus money.
That a few thousand more Texans will find it that
much harder to get by in hard times, that Texas busi-
nesses will get the tax hike as soon as the unemploy-
ment insurance fund is exhausted, and that our cit-
ies (in their own bleeding budgets) will pay the price
deferred by this headline-grabbing maneuver — all
are just part of the cost of a politics weighed down
with more symbolic rhetoric than practical action.

CONTINUED ON P.15
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“I thought | was
watching an
episode of Lost.”

— Gov. Rick Perry on the
closing hours of the
81st Legislature
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Naked City

BIG BUDGET CUTS AT AISD The long-awaited Austin
Independent School District efficiency study was delivered to
the board of trustees by MGT of America on June 1, and dis-
trict staff are bracing themselves for the public response.
Although AISD has more than $100 million in fund reserves
and an AA+ bond rating, the study proposes a wide array of
cost-cutting measures, totaling $441 million over five years.
The recommendations range from the constructive (developing
a long-term facilities management plan) to the controversial
(closing eight schools and slashing pre-K provisions to the
state minimum). While the district has made it clear that any
major decisions will be left to incoming Superintendent Meria
Carstarphen, in a carefully worded statement, current
Superintendent Pat Forgione called the report “a tool that will
help the District and the community clarify our values in terms
of prioritizing and reducing spending.” - Richard Whittaker

SOCCER-ORIENTED
DEVELOPMENT Some loyal fans
of the Austin Aztex (they play
soccer — you know, the less bor-
ing form of football) have started
an online petition to place a nat-
ural-grass soccer field/concert
venue in Central Austin. The
venue, modeled after beautiful
grass fields like Skagerak Arena in Skien, Norway, could potential-
ly host everything from Aztex games to Willie Nelson concerts and
include “new retail, office space, and possibly housing,” all conve-
niently located for the many soccer hooligans residing Downtown.
While perhaps overly ambitious and without official support from
Aztex owner Phil Rawlins, the idea actually makes some sense.
Since starting their Austin franchise in 2008, the Aztex have done
nothing but impress, unlike the many other fledgling franchises
that have sprung up and fizzled over the past decade. To learn
more about the Grassroots Austin Stadium Supporters initiative
(aka GRASS), see www.austinstadium.org, and don’t forget to catch
the Aztex in action this weekend (for more info, see “Crunch
Time,” p.29, and “Soccer Watch,” p.62). - Mark Fagan

THE GREATER GOOD Parks, trails, streetscapes, gardens, plazas,
waterways ... we know we love them, but why? And how will such
public spaces define Austin’s identity as it continues to grow and
change? The June 25 Great Public Spaces forum will focus on
these questions and more, with an emphasis on enhancing the
public realm enjoyed by all Austinites. The creation of new, invit-
ing public spaces is a hot topic, with Austin engaged in a Waller
Creek Master Plan and redevelopment, the Downtown Austin
Plan, a new waterfront planning board for Lady Bird Lake, the
redevelopment of the Green Water Treatment Plant site, and a
new comprehensive plan. Forum speakers and panelists will
include architects, landscape architects, designers, developers,
nonprofits, City Council members, neighborhood activists, and
redevelopment experts. Drawing on national best practices and
practical examples, participants will discuss how to create a built
environment that nurtures and inspires. Organized by the
Congress for the New Urbanism-Central Texas, in partnership
with the American Planning Association, Central Texas Section,
the event will take place Thursday, June 25, 8:30am-4:30pm, at
the Mexican-American Cultural Center; $40 fee includes lunch.
Register by June 21, at www.tiny.cc/ctapapublicspaces.

- Katherine Gregor

THURSDAY

POLITICAL-ACTION BOOK CLUB Longtime
political scenester Nadine Eckhardt and her
daughter, Travis Co. Commissioner Sarah Eck-
hardt, discuss Nadine’s memoir, Duchess of
Palms. 6pm. Four Seasons Chinese Restaurant,

GREEN-BUILDING BASICS A talk hosted by
Austin Energy. 10:30am. Hampton Library,
5125 Convict Hill Rd. Free. www.cityofaustin.org/library.

LADY BIRD LAKE
CLEANUP Volunteer W
on the shore, or bring - - —

SOLID WASTE: WILLIE RHODES SLIDES SIDEWAYS

City announces SWS ‘reorganization’ - Rhodes to head ‘Code Compliance’

BY MICHAEL KING

When Wells “Hustler” Dunbar left on vacation last week, he
confidently assured us that with the city elections concluded
and City Council not meeting this week, there would be little
breaking news from City Hall.

Ha.

Dunbar had barely left the building when the long-anticipat-
ed reorganization of Solid Waste Services was announced,
by means of a brief memorandum sent to council late Friday
from Assistant City Manager Robert Goode and with virtually
no alert to the media. Goode’s memo ostensibly highlighted
the separation of the “Code Enforcement” division from SWS
and its “rebranding” as “Code Compliance,” while not very
successfully burying the real news: Effective immediately,
longtime SWS Director Willie Rhodes has been kicked side-
ways — “Mr. William E. Rhodes will remain as the leader for
Code Compliance.” Asked about the abrupt shift in
responsibilities, Goode said: “It’s a win-win for both
sides [of the department]. Code Compliance has
been working very well, but the issues there
continue to grow ... and we’re also looking for a
new perspective in Solid Waste.” Rhodes has
led the department for nearly 14 years. Goode
said a national search for his replacement will
take two to three months; in the meantime,

Assistant Director Tammie Williamson will serve
as acting director.

It'’s no secret that SWS and Rhodes have been under the
gun for several months, perhaps reaching back to last year’s
ascension of new City Manager Mare Ott. Ott put on hold
plans to build a new materials recycling facility (aka MRF, or
“murf” in wonk-speak) when its projected budget — after the
addition of various “green” features, bells, and whistles —
had grown from $17 million to $86 million. But the advent of
single-stream recycling meant outsourcing the recycling work
and shipping it out of town, with the city consequently losing
money on its contract with Greenstar North America, gener-
ating backlash from both local enviros and tax hawks. Finally,
a proposed SWS long-term plan was projected to cost more
than the city’s entire Comprehensive Plan. All these issues
generated persistent conflict with the Solid Waste Advisory
Commission, so much so that last week, SWAC Vice Chair
Rick Cofer told the Chronicle he expected that the city’s
upcoming SWS review would “recommend leadership chang-
es, for a variety of reasons.”

Cofer’s expectations came true more quickly than he antici-
pated, and he “applauded” the reorganization when it was
announced, although he is saying conciliatory things about

SUNDAY

PUBLIC-AFFAIRS FORUM
Texas Rep. Donna Howard
shares her insight on what was
done and left undone during the

both Rhodes and Williamson, who he said will do a good job.
“With Austin facing many critical challenges, as well as impor-
tant opportunities,” Cofer said in a statement, “this decision
will help the Department renew its vision and provide new
energy to its mission. As we move forward with new leader-
ship, we should embrace this moment to work together as a
community for a greener Austin.”

“Willie’'s a good man and a likable guy,” Cofer said a cou-
ple of days later, “and he ran a good Solid Waste Department
that is very good at picking up the trash and dealing with it.
But it's a new time, and the city is out of the strictly solid
waste business and in the era of recycling.”

Rhodes did not return a call requesting comment, but
Goode described him as “excited” about the opportunity in
the renamed Code Compliance division, which deals with

many street-level concerns, from illegal dumping to
substandard housing to cars parked on lawns. Code
Enforcement has been notoriously understaffed for
inspectors and complaint-driven; in Goode’s
memo to council, the new name is said to reflect
a “refocus” of the division from “an enforcement
model to a compliance model ... based on coop-
eration, coordination, and communication” Goode
told me: “It's not that we won’t be doing enforce-
ment. It's just that we’ll try every effort to get volun-
tary compliance before we move to that stage.”

The reorganization is described as having “minimal budget
implications,” although a national search for a director with a
vision wedding (as Goode described it) “solid waste services
with the zero-waste philosophy” will presumably mean a new
director-level salary to match or exceed that of Rhodes. In a
very lean budget year, Goode anticipates no new resources
for the department, although he informed the council that
“we will likely suggest changes to the mix of revenues that
fund both Code and Solid Waste Services.” Goode promises
“opportunities for public input” in the selection of a new
director and says it won’t be rushed: “We’re going to go slow
to go fast.”

Finally, on Tuesday City Manager Marc Ott announced the
hiring of the city’'s new human resources director to replace
Cathy Rodgers, who retired last year. Mark Washington,
currently assistant human resources director for Fort Worth,
with 13 years of HR experience and degrees in business
administration and educational ministry, will assume the posi-
tion Aug. 1. | |

City Hall Hustle will return next week - or else Point Austin will be
visibly annoyed.

FLUORIDE-FREE AUSTIN Find out why it might
not be such a good idea to keep fluoride in the
water system. 7-9pm. Casa de Luz, 1701 Toomey,
350-8505. www.fluoridefreeaustin.com.

TOWN HALL MEETING: GROUNDWATER/
DROUGHT MANAGEMENT The Barton Springs/

14735 Merrilltown, 989-3188. Free.
www.wblibrary.org.

VIGIL FOR GEORGE TILLER Austin Women’s
Health Center, the Lilith Fund, NARAL Pro-Choice
Texas, Planned Parenthood, and Whole Woman’s
Health, among others, are holding a candlelight vigil
this evening in memory of the Kansas physician
and abortion provider who was murdered last week-
end. 8pm. Butler Park, 1000 Barton Springs Rd.

SATURDAY

BUS RIDERS UNION MEETING 11am. Austin
History Center, 810 Guadalupe. Free.
www.busatx.org.
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your kayak to help

clean up places the land-bound volunteers can’t
reach. 9-11am. Location info provided upon registra-
tion at www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/ladybirdlake.
NATIONAL TRAILS DAY Volunteer to improve
local trails! Choose from 14 different projects at
www.austinparks.org/trailsday.html.

SOLAR FIRST SATURDAY Learn what the 81st
Legislature did for the solar biz. 9am-noon. Habitat
Suites, 500 E. Highland Mall Bivd., 443-5725. $50.
www.imaginesolar.com.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION & YOU Find
out why you should care about the SBOE. 11:45am-
1:15pm. Yarborough Library, 2200 Hancock Dr.

austinchronicle.com

legislative session. 11:30am.
First Unitarian Universalist Church,
4700 Grover, 452-6168. Free.
www.austinuu.org.

GIANT OBAMA HEAD A gigantic bust of
President Obama, created by Houston artist David
Adickes, stops in Austin today on its way to join
the other 43 presidents’ heads at Presidents Park
in South Dakota. Vino Vino, 4119 Guadalupe, 5pm.
www.obamabust.net.

MONDAY

CONSERVE ENERGY & SAVE MONEY A talk
hosted by Austin Energy. 7pm. Terrazas Library,
1105 E. Cesar Chavez, 974-7400. Free.

Edwards Aquifer Conservation District wants input

on proposed changes to rules governing groundwa-

ter and drought management. 7-8:30pm. Buda City
Hall, 121 Main St. www.bseacd.org/rules.html.

TUESDAY

LAKE TRAVIS DEMOCRATS MEETING
Local senators and representatives get together
to sum up the legislative session. 6:30pm.
Lakeway Activity Center, 105 Cross Creek, Lakeway,
214,/228-1532. www.laketravisdemocrats.org.
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At What Cost?

Such is the sort of glum calculation that
comes around every two years. Was the fight
over voter ID worth it this time? The principle
— that the right to vote shouldn’t be under-
mined by phony campaigns implicitly aimed
at “illegal aliens” who aren’t queuing up to
vote in any case — is certainly worth defend-
ing, although it’s arguable that the Democrats
might have found tactically more satisfying
ways of carrying the fight. Certainly there was
buzz within the Dem caucus itself that talking
local bills to death for several days would be
a hard political sell and that sacrificing other
needs — most prominently, the Children’s
Health Insurance Program expansion — was
too high a price for principle.

Unfortunately, that argument neglects the
fact that despite recent Democratic gains, the
81st was still very much a Republican Legis-
lature, run from the Texas center-
right, and the usual cabal of lib-
eral Dems were fighting back
pretty much with the only defen-
sive weapons available — delay
and distraction. There was a tan-
talizing moment when a Dem
compromise proposal on voter
ID might have won an expansion
of voter registration and related
voter rights blocked by the GOP for many years,
but that went down undebated when it became
clear that Republican hard-liners preferred no
voter ID bill to one built on progressive com-
promise. There is still a rumor flitting about that
should Perry eventually decide to call a special
session to mend the bureaucratic cracks left by
this one, he’ll add voter ID to the call list — just
in time for the Republican primary.

One senses that we’ll enter the 2010 cam-
paign season with a 2009 hangover and the
curious feeling that nothing much ever
changes in Texas politics: Big corporate pow-
ers and small-town real estate interests rule,
racial polarization is the persistent rhetorical
subtext, a handful of progressives fight rear-
guard defensive actions, and ordinary citi-
zens are reduced to the level of a reluctant
(and shelter-seeking) audience.

WEDNESDAY

TOWN HALL MEETING: CITY BUDGET
Open to anyone who wishes to play a part in the
city budget development process. 6:30-8:30pm.
Northwest Recreation Center, 2913 Northland Dr.

CINDY SHEEHAN Anti-war activist returns to
Austin on her Myth America tour. 7pm. First
Unitarian Universalist Church, 4700 Grover,
452-6168. www.austinuu.org.

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME E-mail
fferguson@nw.org to join in on HousingWorks’
annual tour of affordable homes, or visit
www.austincommunityfoundation.org to buy tickets

to the Spotlight on Design reception following the
tour. Tour, 2-4:30pm; reception, 4:30-6:30pm. Long
Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside.

THURSDAY

CINDY SHEEHAN (See Wednesday.) 7pm.
Brave New Books, 1904-B Guadalupe.

Between the
national economic
recession and the

state’s neglect,
Texas cities have
precious little
maneuvering room.

Shuffling the Deck

Beyond the Capitol, we have a little more
to say and do about municipal matters,
although the combination of the national
economic recession and the state’s neglect of
local needs gives Texas cities precious little
maneuvering room. The current city admin-
istration is attempting a better job of involv-
ing citizens directly in setting the budget
priorities for next fiscal year (heck, last year
they even invited the City Council), so we’ll
soon get a chance to weigh in about how to
stretch the projected available funding.

In its call for upcoming budget “Town
Halls,” the city projects a “$30 million” defi-
cit. (That estimate at least implies a tax rate
adjustment, since without it the gap is closer
to $43 million — we’ll see, later this summer.)
In the meantime, we can attend the forums
and use play money to balance the needs of
public safety, infrastructure,
parks, libraries, social services
— that’s pretty much as far as it
will go.

According to the city’s call,
“the City Manager has asked
most general fund departments
throughout the City to reduce
their budgets by 7 percent.
Public Safety departments have
been asked to present reductions equivalent
to 3.5 percent of their total budgets.” Now
we get to see if we can figure out how that
bloodletting actually works out in practice.

Here’s the schedule, with all meetings
running from 6:30 to 8:30pm:

Wednesday, June 10: Northwest

Recreation Center, 2913 Northland Dr.

Monday, June 15: Gus Garcia Recreation
Center, 1201 E. Rundberg

Tuesday, June 16: Toney Burger Activity
Center, 3200 Jones Rd.

It’'s your chance to play legislator (or
rather, department head), at least as well as
the professionals. While it won’t exactly be
fun — although not nearly as bad trying to
budget the real money — it should be a useful
exercise in the hard knowledge of making a
community. Maybe I'll see you there. |

DONATE YOUR OLD WORK BOOTS The
Workers Defense Project is planning a June
16 press conference to display 142 pairs

of work boots representing the number of
construction workers who died on the job
last year in Texas. Got any used work boots
to donate to the cause? Call 391-2305 or
e-mail maribel@workersdefense.org.

DIGITAL TV TRANSITION INFO CENTER
Still not sure what to expect when broadcast

TV goes from analog to digital on June 12? The
city of Austin walk-in info center will answer your
questions, help you fill out your converter-box
coupon application, and get that TV hooked up.
Weekdays, through June 12: Mon.-Tue. and Thu.,
10am-4pm; Wed., 10am-7pm; Fri., 10am-1pm.
DeWitty Job Training Center, 2209 Rosewood,
974-2999.

We make
loving your
neighbor easy.

» Conwenient local office

= Money-saving discounts

= Low davwn payments

= Monthly payment plans

» 2d-hour service and claims
= Coverage available by phone

GEICD

Local Office

Call FsR A FREF RATE QUOTE
-

132-2211 ext. 3
9041 Research Blvd. Suite 240 * Austin
(Hwy 183 at Burnet Rd., ahove Black-Eyed Pea)

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in
all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees Insurance Co.
GEICO General Insurance Co. GEICO Indemnity Co. GEICO Casualty Co.

These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO insurance
is not available in MA. GEICO: Washington, DC 20076. © 2007 GEICO. The
GEICO gecko image © GEICO 19992007

PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Barton Springs/

Edwards Aquifer Barton Springs

Edwards Aquifer

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Conservation District
will be holding two
town-hall meetings
to receive input from
District permittees, individual groundwater users,
and the public on prospective changes to the
District’s Rules dealing with management zones
and drought management. These are informa-
fion-exchange meetings only and are intended to
provide input to future proposed rulemaking.
Both town hall meetings will start at
7pm, should last about one and one-
half hours, and will be on the follow-
ing dates and locations:

Tuesday, June 2, at Sunset Valley City Hall
Monday, June 8, at the City of Buda Council
Chambers.

Visit www.bseacd.org/rules.html or call
(512)282-8441 for more information.

Leland Decker Architect ® The Muskin Company

Producers:

AUSTIN ENERGY
GREEN BUILDING

SOLAR ENERGY SOCIETY

Sponsors:

Meridian Solar
Central Market

Cool House Tour 2009
Sunday, June 28, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Tour both new and remodeled homes that feature:

Climate-responsive design

Solar technologies

Water-saving landscaping

and rainwater systems

Healthy and comfortable interiors
Durable, low-maintenance materials

Purchase the Guidebook, which serves
as your ticket, for $15 at Central Market
(either location) or online at www.txses.org.

The Sustainable Design Center e Bill Taute Homes

Photos: Patrick Y. Wong / www.atelierwong.com

For information visit www.txses.org
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Session Ends With Finger-Pointing,
Unfinished Business

A week ago, the Texas Legislature was
divided along party lines. But with sine die —
the final day of the 81st session — come and
gone, the fate of several state agencies and
billions in transportation funds hang in limbo,
setting the House and Senate at each other’s
throats and leaving a whisper of special
session in the air.

Who wrecked the session? The House
blames the Senate for poisoning the well back
in January by suspending the rules to take up
and pass veter ID legislation. The Senate
blames the House for five days of delay tac-
tics that Democrats used to keep that bill off
their floor (see “Chubbing Republicans Over
the Head,” May 29). Hundreds of bills cra-
tered, but matters worsened on May 29 when
the House realized that the Senate was sit-
ting on more than 400 House bills. A com-
plex set of problems followed: House and
Senate members whose agendas died as
deadlines passed added their dead bills
as amendments to other viable leg-
islation. The biggest issue was
whether the amendments were
germane; if they weren’t, any
member could Kill the entire bill
on a point of order. How many
had a problem? “Most of
them,” House Insurance
Committee Chair John Smithee,

R-Amarillo, said glumly.

In the crush, House Democratic
Caucus Leader Jim Dunnam explained,
both parties in both chambers agreed to be
“lenient” on germaneness. Bills went to con-
ference committee, differences were resolved,
nongermane amendments were removed,
and bills passed. On May 30, with little fan-
fare, both chambers approved the conference
committee report on Senate Bill 1, the
2010-11 state budget. It's the only task
legislators are constitutionally obligated to
complete, and the last major legislation
passed peacefully.

The sticking point was Sunset. The Sunset
review bills for several major agencies, includ-
ing the Department of Transportation and
the Department of Insurance, had not
passed the House — partly because they had
reached the floor so late in the process and
partly because they had become vehicles

overloaded with other bills. Without passage
of the Sunset bills, the affected agencies are
supposed to close by Sept. 1, 2010. An elab-
orate (but unsuccessful) plan was hatched to
try to salvage the situation: dump the bills
and just include those agencies in House Bill
1959, the Sunset Safety Net bill. That
maneuver pushed the agencies’ required
reviews back to 2011 and moved the massive
Health and Human Services Commission
review back to 2013. But lawmakers missed
the deadline for passage — 11:59pm, May 31.
House Democrats had similarly high
hopes for the last-minute recovery of the
limited Children’s Health Insurance
Program expansion that had been tacked
on to Senate Bill 2080. (Rep. Garnet
Coleman, D-Houston, explained, “It ain’t dead
until sine die.”) But when Rep. David
Leibowitz, D-San Antonio, talked out the
clock, the House had passed neither CHIP
nor the Sunset Safety Net.
On the surface, Monday
(June 1) was a peaceful day in
the House, filled with technical
corrections to bills, congratula-
tory resolutions, and the tradi-
tional sight of members sign-
ing one another’s commemo-
rative posters. Behind the
scenes, there were closed-door
meetings struggling to save the
Sunset Safety Net bill and maybe
bring CHIP back up. The only obvious
mechanism was to suspend the rules to
bring them up, but a GOP mantra from the
chubbing debate came back with a ven-
geance. “Either we have rules, or we don't,
said Rep. Harold Dutton, D-Houston. So
members tried another approach: The House
crafted House Concurrent Resolution 291,
which extended reviews for all agencies in
the Sunset Safety Net bill until 2011 but did
not include the Health and Human Services
Commission review. Rep. Sylvester Turner,
D-Houston, argued that using a last-minute
resolution to amend statute set a terrible
precedent, while Rep. Yvonne Davis, D-Dallas,
said members “ought to be insulted that you
call this a technical correction.” But with des-
peration in the air, the House passed the
measure, 111-29.

Bill Keeps TVs Out of Texas Landfills

“With the switch to digital television less than a month away and millions of old TVs on their way to
Texas landfills, today the Legislature took an important step toward stopping a potential avalanche of
toxic TVs by passing this bill,” said Robin Schneider of Texas Campaign for the Environment after the
passage of House Bill 821. The bill, by San Antonio Democrat David Leibowitz, requires that television
manufacturers recycle their market share of televisions recycled in Texas, regardless of the brand. It
passed unanimously; if signed into law, it would quickly follow a previous victory for electronics recy-
cling advocates, the 2007 law setting up a recycling program for computers. Recycling electronics is
important because of the toxic metals inside them. While in the electronic device, the metals are
harmless, but they become an environmental problem when crushed in a landfill. Old TVs contain
between 4 and 8 pounds of lead, and flat-screen TVs contain mercury. “The passing of this bill will
allow nonprofit organizations, like Goodwill, and local governments to put more funds into the commu-
nity, instead of paying the expense to properly recycle nonworking televisions,” said Christine Banks,
vice president of environmental business services at Goodwill Industries of Central Texas.

- Lee Nichols
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Top: Sens. Kirk Watson and Rodney Ellis feel the love on the last day of the session.
Bottom: Despite the last-minute disarray in the House, Austin Rep. Donna Howard

manages a sine die smile.

Around 6pm, the House called sine die
and adjourned for the interim, hoping the
Senate would approve of its last-ditch Sunset
effort. Instead, senators were in an uproar.
First, many shared Turner’s concerns about
the HCR 291 maneuver. Secondly, the House
had failed to pass a senate resolution for $2
billion in TXDOT bonds. (House members
countered that the same bonds were in their
version of HB 300, the TxDOT Sunset bill,
which the Senate failed to pass.)

Senators had been sniping at the House’s
pace all week but now exploded into outright
criticism. For the majority of senators, failing
to pass HCR 291 was a minor problem: Lt.
Gov. David Dewhurst argued that Gov. Rick.
Perry “can easily issue a decree to state his
intention for [an] agency to go forward.” More
pressing was the $2 billion in bonds for shov-
el-ready projects and the infrastructure and

jobs that depend on it (House members
argue that the bonds would not be issued
until nearly next session anyway, so there’s
no pressing need). Senate Democrats were
equally concerned that a transportation agen-
¢y in mid-Sunset won't be eligible for out-
standing stimulus money.

Ultimately, and with almost three hours
remaining before the midnight deadline, the
Senate called sine die without passing either
HCR 291 or finding a way to fix the bond
issue. Now it’s all up to Gov. Rick Perry, who
said he’s consulting with staff and attorneys
to find ways to avoid the closure date for
TxDOT and the Department of Insurance. As
for bringing lawmakers back for a special
session to fix anything else, the governor
erred on the side of caution, noting, “It's way
too early to be making any call

— Richard Whittaker



TOPLESS TAX DIES IN
MANEUVER FOR MORE MONEY

Legislative attempts to
end the state’s court case
over the unconstitutional
“titty tax” failed when lobby-
ing killed a compromise
reform bill — after it had
passed both chambers. In
2007, the Legislature
passed House Bill 1751, a
$5 surcharge on every cus-
tomer at a sexually oriented
business. Though the cause
is noble — to provide cash
for sexual-assault victim
support across the state,
including in the 54 counties i
with no programs — a Travis I
County district court found
that HB 1751 violated the U.S.
Constitution. (The opinion did not address
potential violations of the Texas
Constitution or fears that it affected far
more businesses and artistic endeavors
than just strip clubs.) The bill is now at the
heart of a long court case between the
attorney general and the Texas Enter-
tainment Association, the trade body of
adult cabarets.

Two bills were in contention this session
to resolve that fight. Rep. Senfronia
Thompson, D-Houston, had HB 982, replac-
ing the $5 surcharge with an allowable 10%
tax on admissions fees. Rep. Ellen Cohen,
D-Houston, who authored HB 1751 last
session, this time proposed “a cleanup
bill,” dropping the surcharge to $3 and clari-
fying where the funds went. Of the two, HB
982 had the advantage that similar sur-
charges in other states have passed court
scrutiny as being constitutional and that
the Texas Entertainment Association had
pledged not to challenge it in court.

On May 12, it looked like a deal had
been struck among Cohen, Thompson, and
fellow Houston Dem Harold Dutton. As the
Senate passed HB 982, Cohen, with
Thompson by her side, brought up her bill —
which Dutton then killed with a point of
order (the caption, he said, did not match
the bill). But HB 982 soon met the same
fate. Torie Camp, deputy director of the
Texas Association Against Sexual
Assault, a victims’ support group,
described it as “a bird in the hand that
wasn’t going to provide much,” raising a
maximum of $2.4 million over the biennium
against a projected $30 million from HB
1751 (Texas Entertainment Association has
those figures at $8 million and $19 mil-
lion). TAASA contacted senators after third
reading to request a rewrite and also wrote
Gov. Rick Perry, requesting that he veto the
bill if it passed as it stood. (Note: First
Lady Anita Perry is a former TAASA staff
member.) “The response that we got was
that they were well-informed on the issue;
she said.

The potential veto placed Sen. John Car-
ona in a tough position. He took the

extraordinary step of asking the Senate to
reconsider its third vote on HB 982, allow-
ing him to bring it back later to ensure that
Cohen'’s bill could not be resurrected. But
as pressure increased, Carona said his
challenge was to craft language that would
“assure more money for sexual-assault vic-
tims [and] be acceptable to the club own-
ers” That proved impossible, and both
reform bills died.

So now the state is awaiting its legal
appeal in defense of HB 1751, currently
with the 3rd Court of Appeals. Until that
case is resolved, the revenue from the col-
lected taxes can neither be spent nor
returned to the taxpayers. While Thompson
said she’s “confident that the courts will
rule in our favor,” and Camp stressed her
“great faith” in Solicitor General James
Ho’s ability to win the case, Carona was
less certain, warning, “You never want to
depend on a court case when fiscal mat-
ters are at stake.”

The current appeal will probably not be
the end, as both sides have sworn to fight
all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. The
process could last years, but TAASA is dig-
ging in for the long haul. Camp explained,
“Unfortunately, sexual assault isn’t going
anywhere in the next 10 years, and the sex-
ual-assault centers that serve victims will
still be there.”

The consequences of the case could
reach beyond one Texas tax. If HB 1751
does survive the courts, Cohen said she
hopes “other states will duplicate it.” That's
already happening: New York Democrat
Felix Ortiz has introduced a bill proposing a
$10 surcharge, with the money going into a
crime victims’ fund. Yet when Dutton’s point
of order killed HB 2070, he noted that it
was “taxing an industry really for the privi-
lege of doing business in the state of
Texas.” Echoing that concern, Carona
warned, “separate and apart from this
issue is the greater issue of whether or
not, no matter how noble the purpose, a
group can determine one day that they want
to attach certain revenues from businesses
that are considered to be constitutional”

— Richard Whittaker
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Creationist McLeroy Booted

From SBOE Chair

The controversial tenure of Bryan dentist
and ardent creationist Don McLeroy as chair
of the State Board of Education is over.
Last week, Gov. Rick Perry’s nomination of
McLeroy to continue in the chair failed to
muster the two-thirds support needed in the
Senate. The vote was along party lines: All
19 Republicans supported McLeroy, 11
Democrats voted against, and Democrat
Eddie Lucio Jr. of Brownsville was present but
not voting. Reached by phone afterward,
McLeroy’s first reaction was “that’s wonder-
full” — to the fact that all 19 Republicans
voted for him. “But obviously I'm disappoint-
ed over the final vote.” And true to form,
McLeroy was gracious: “I’'m really thankful”
for the tenure, he said. “It's been a privilege
to serve; not many people get to do this.”

The action does not remove McLeroy from
the board — he is elected to represent
District 9 on the 15-member board. But
the governor chooses which member
chairs the SBOE meetings.

McLeroy was first elected to the

board in 1998 and nominated

chair by Perry in 2007. (At press

time Wednesday, moderate

Republican and lobbyist

Thomas Ratliff — son of former

Lt. Gov. Bill Ratliff — announced he

would challenge McLeroy in the

2010 primary. “The SBOE has become a
distraction to our neighborhood schools and
a liability to the Republican Party under the
leadership of Dr. McLeroy,” Ratliff said in a
press release.)

Fights over curriculum standards for English
language and science between an extremely
conservative seven-member bloc vs. three
moderate Republicans and five Democrats
made national headlines during his chairman-
ship. Partially successful attempts by cre-
ationists to insert language into teaching
standards questioning evolution drew con-
demning newspaper editorials and the ire of
the scientific community.

So You Want to Be
in Pictures

After some last-minute wrangling,
Rep. Dawnna Dukes, D-Austin, man-
aged to get all $60 million requested
for the Texas Moving Image Industry
Incentive Program into the budget (in
part, by paying for it from a FEMA reim-
bursement to the state for disaster

recovery in the last budget cycle - see “Film News,” Screens,
p.45). But two more bills made it out of the session that could
give a boost to Austin’s creative industries. Senate Bill 1929, by
Austin Sen. Kirk Watson, gives the Texas Film Commission the
power to designate up to 10 media production development
zones around the state, providing sales-tax exemptions for open-
ing, expanding, and maintaining studios and production facilities.
Meanwhile, House Bill 2521, by Rep. Joe Pickett, D-EI Paso,
makes Texas put its own money where its mouth is, by instructing
the comptroller and other state agencies in need of ad campaign
work to give job preference to qualified Texas-based production

companies and ad agencies.

“I rise today ... not because Dr. McLeroy is
not a good man,” said Sen. Leticia Van de
Putte of San Antonio in a floor speech. “He’s
a decent man. He’s a good man. ... My oppo-
sition to the chairman of our State Board of
Education has to do with his management. ...

“We’ve been amazed at the divisiveness
and the dysfunctionality of the board.
Under this chairman’s leadership, I'm
afraid our State Board of Education has
been ridiculed and become the laughing-
stock of the nation.”

Van de Putte and other Democrats then
laid out explicit complaints with McLeroy’s
tenure, including charges that the board vio-
lated state law when it rejected a set of text-
books because of ideological differences with
them and that he ignored the advice of world-
class scientific and educational experts in
formulating science standards.

Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, then defend-

ed McLeroy apparently without having
heard a word of it: “To say someone
is not qualified to be on the State
Board of Education as chairman
because The New York Times or
The Washington Post criticizes
them is ridiculous,” said Ogden.
“Now, it might not be so ridiculous
if we analyzed what the specific crit-
icism was or [what] the facts are, but
we haven’t done that”

Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-Houston, acknowl-
edged in his floor speech that sending the
nomination back to Perry doesn’t guarantee
that another, less controversial member will
get offered up. There is no shortage of
inflammatory, anti-science types on the board
to keep the Christian right happy, including
Richmond’s Cynthia Dunbar (who represents
northern Travis County — including, ironically,
the University of Texas). Dunbar drew notice
last year with editorials warning of martial
law if Barack Obama were elected and a
book calling public education a “subtly
deceptive tool of perversion.”

e lege

heart attack.

In other health news, Rep. Rene Oliveira, D-Brownsville, is slow-
ly regaining his vision after an accident forced him to wear an
eye patch (sparking off pirate impressions on the House floor).

ter. Black, of course.

- RW.
Gov. Rick Perry.
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True to his word, Rep. Edmund Kuempel, R-Seguin, made it
back to the House in time for sine die. Kuempel collapsed

inside the Capitol last month, and on Monday he praised the
staff at Brackenridge Hospital for his speedy recovery from a

After Sen. Bob Deuell’'s comments that Republicans must
stop listening to the “black helicopter” wing of the party, he
received a present: a remote control AH-64 Apache helicop-

Central Texas does it again: Round Rock Democratic Rep.
Diana Maldonado was named freshman legislator of the year
by the Legislative Study Group, which in 2007 presented the
award to Austin Democratic Rep. Valinda Bolton.

Donna Howard’s House Bill 772, requiring live video webcasts
of State Board of Education meetings, was signed into law by
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“Some have said to me privately, ‘If you
think you’ve had problems with this one, you
just wait until you see what comes next,” Ellis
said. “But the constitution doesn’t give us the
ability to tell a governor who he can choose;
the constitution gives the ability to give a gov-
ernor advice, and if he takes [the] advice, then
two-thirds of us give the governor consent.”

Asked what led to his fall from the chair,
McLeroy said it was because he took on con-
troversial issues and was outspoken. His crit-
ics have charged that it was he who made
them controversial, to which he responded,
“It’s just not true.” Part of the controversy, he
said, was because “science education is a
culture war issue.” Asked who was the
aggressor in that war, McLeroy said, “Two
years ago, when | became chairman, the first
question | got from a reporter was about evo-
lution. | said, ‘Wait, we’re not even done with
English language arts. Clearly the aggressor
was the evolution side.”

Perry spokeswoman Allison Castle said,
“We're disappointed that the Texas Senate
failed to confirm an independently elected
state official, a true leader, selfless public

State Board of
Education member
Don McLeroy failed

to win Senate

confirmation as
board chair.

servant, and U.S. Army veteran to oversee
one of our state’s most important responsibil-
ities, educating Texas children.” She said
there’s no word yet on who Perry might
choose now.

Kathy Miller of the Texas Freedom
Network, an anti religious-right group that
led the fight against McLeroy, was ecstatic.
“Since Dr. McLeroy became SBOE chair, the
body has acted kind of like a sinking ship,”
she said after the vote. “Today the Senate
acted to put a new captain on that ship,
which is a necessary first step to restore
Texans’ faith that kids’ interests are going to
be put ahead of politics by the SBOE in the
future.” Miller didn’t state a preference for a
replacement but said: “There are a number
of members of the state board that have
experience in public education, and who
have actually sent their children to public
schools at the very least, and have demon-
strated a general willingness to set culture-
war battles and partisan politics aside and
do what'’s right for Texas kids. The governor
has sufficient numbers on the state board to
choose from.” — Lee Nichols

Gov. Rick Perry and state lawmakers paid tribute to

families of fallen soldiers in a special ceremony May 30.
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School Reform Bills
Headed to Governor
Two bills marking the largest reform of

public-school accountability and financing o BENEPFIT o andrea burden
since No Child Left Behind are on their way a?ec%oms, S 1 i
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couldn’t even start until the school account- T .
ability reforms in HB 3 were finalized, since AUSTIN WOMEN’S Maranda Pleasant Gallery |4 mEIha m'ar"“ez

HEALTH CENTER 2235 E. Gth. Gallary 107, Austin
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they had so many issues and conference
committee members in common. It may take
months to gauge the full impact of the two . Surgical Abortion _
massive bills (627 pages in total), but par- and Abortion Pl Here, it’s all about you.
ents at Pearce Middle School may see a . Board Certified 512-443-2888
glimmer of hope in HB 3 for their school, OB/GYNs austinwomenshealth.com
currently in its fourth year classified as “aca-
demically unacceptable” and facing manda-
tory repurposing. House Public Education
Committee Chair Rob Eissler, R-The
Woodlands, explained, “At the discretion of
the commissioner, if the school is likely to
make it, they can get another year”

- Richard Whittaker
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Law Improves
Compensation
for Exonerees

Gov. Rick Perry on May 27 signed
Dallas Democrat Rafael Anchia’s House
Bill 1736, which increases compensation
for exonerees. “While we cannot give
back the time lost to those wrongfully
convicted who have spent time in prison,
or their families, this new law is a signifi-
cant step for justice by increasing com-
pensation for the innocent,” Perry said in
a press release.

The new law - named for Timothy Cole,
who was wrongfully convicted of a 1985
rape in Lubbock and who died in prison
before he was finally exonerated earlier this
year - increases lump sum compensation
to exonerees to $80,000 for each year
spent in prison. The law also allows for
benefits to be paid to heirs and provides
for payment of college tuition, up to 120
credit hours. “This is a great day for Texas
and for the cause of justice in Texas,”
Anchia said. “The Tim Cole Act could not
have passed without the extraordinary
efforts of a lot of courageous and commit-
ted individuals, including Tim Cole’s family
and the exonerees themselves.”

- Jordan Smith
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Event Street Closures: Compromise
Ordinance Doesn’t Solve Barricades

A new street closure ordinance, adopted by
City Council on April 30, codifies a well-ham-
mered compromise between organizers of
outdoor special events and the people and
neighborhoods they inconvenience. A task
force of stakeholders worked for six months to
rewrite the city’s street closure ordinance,
which regulates the process of obtaining a
permit to close city streets. The task force
consisted of a race promoter and representa-
tives of nonprofits that stage fundraising
events along with neighborhood associations,
churches, and business owners.

About 150 festivals and road races take
place in Austin each year, mostly in the city’s
central core. On any given weekend, streets
and intersections somewhere in the city are
barricaded and drivers rerouted, frustrating
residents, churchgoers, and business own-
ers. The draft rules are scheduled to be pre-
sented to the Urban Transportation
Commission on June 9 and then posted for
public comment for 30 days.

The new ordinance and rules would:

e | engthen the permitting processing period
for special events from 60 days to 180 days,
giving event organizers and city staff more
time to plan.

e Require written notification to all residents
living within a half-mile of the event or race
course 90 days prior to an event.

e Disallow the closing of Fifth and Sixth
streets and Lamar Boulevard in Central Austin
and the closing of the Congress Avenue and
First Street bridges simultaneously.

e Allow the denial of a street closure permit
if 20% of affected residents or a single neigh-
borhood association objects.

“The result is a hybrid ordinance that wasn’t
a home run for anybody; everyone one on all

sides of the issues had to compromise, and
that's a good thing,” says John Conley, Austin
Marathon executive director and a task force
member. “Certainly it makes the race produc-
tion business more challenging, but it’s really
too early to know what the true impact is.”

Conley and other event organizers are
more worried about what the ordinance does
not do: address the issue of street barricad-
ing. Barricade costs have skyrocketed over
the past few years, putting many small fund-
raising events for nonprofits out of business.
And the new rules may increase barricading
costs because they require traffic-control
devices to be set down later and picked up
earlier, potentially adding labor costs.

Event organizers must submit a traffic-control
plan to the city’s Right-of-Way Management
office. The plan proposes determining how
many traffic-control devices — orange cones,
street barricades, and road signs — are needed
to block off intersections, warn drivers of clo-
sures, mark detours, and delineate the race
course. Race directors report that city staff
often double the required cones, barricades,
and signs — and expense — for the plans. Race
organizations pay a rental company to put down
and pick up the devices, and it's not cheap.
Despite spotless safety records, two of the
city’s most prominent races have seen their
barricading costs soar. The Austin Marathon’s
traffic-control costs jumped from $40,000 in
2005 to $80,000 in 2007. In 1995, the 3M
Half Marathon & Relay paid $126 for barricad-
ing. This year it paid $40,000.

A large corporation can still afford to
donate money to charity — this year 3M wrote
a $30,000 check to Any Baby Can in associ-
ation with the race. But lacking a major spon-
sor, the Austin Marathon — which brings in an

JOHN ANDERSON

estimated $15 million to the local economy,
Conley says — no longer directly benefits
charity, although it does enable individual
participants to raise money for nonprofits.
And for nonprofit organizations, race costs
cut directly into their fundraising. Barricading
costs have forced the Susan G. Komen Race
for the Cure, a 5K road race that raises
money for breast cancer research, to move
this year from Downtown to the Domain.
“Unfortunately when races have to raise
costs by $1,000, $2,000, $3,000, that really
impacts the nonprofits and the clients they
serve,” says Michelle Graham of Bounce
Marketing & Events, which stages the Thun-
dercloud Subs Turkey Trot benefiting Caritas.
Jason Redfern, Right-of-Way Management
division manager, says tighter cone spacing
and additional barricades are necessary to
keep event participants safe, as growing traf-
fic and increased population density within
the city call for heightened traffic safety mea-
sures. A city ordinance passed in December

Holly Street Hoopla Bylaws? We don’t need no stinkin’ bylaws!

The Austin Marathon is —
s e 150 annual

2007 tried to help small events with barri-
cading costs. It mandated the hiring of 13
city employees to design traffic plans and to
set up city-owned traffic cones and barricades,
eliminating the need to hire private traffic
engineers and rental companies. But the
plan was never fully funded, and the city-run
barricading service didn’t come to fruition.

Redfern says the city is working with barri-
cade companies to seek out lighter, less
labor-intensive barricading equipment. His
department is also working with the Austin
Police Department to possibly increase the
use of officers during events. Having police
officers directing traffic reduces the need for
barricading, and, although events must pay
the officers, it's generally a more cost-effec-
tive way to control traffic. It's also better for
drivers, because officers can allow traffic to
flow during lulls in the race.

“We’re working on it, trust me,” Redfern says.
“We want these events to happen in Austin.
They're good for the city.” — Laurel Chesky

Here’s one way to make certain a meeting goes your way —
don’t let anybody else talk, and shout down the neighbors.
That was the approach taken by Gavino Fernandez and his El
Concilio allies Monday night, at a Holly Street neighborhood
meeting hosted by city staff at Metz Elementary School. The
meeting was intended as the culmination of several months of
work, stretching back to September, between city staff and
neighborhood participants, in an attempt to establish a
Neighborhood Plan Contact Team - a stakeholder group
that helps implement the official neighborhood plan and
makes recommendations to the city regarding proposed devel-
opment projects. According to Neighborhood Planning and
Zoning Director Greg Guernsey, who attempted (without much
success) to lead the meeting, this was the fourth such effort,
stretching back several years, to establish a contact team for
Holly Street — the first three had ended in failure.

This one ended no differently. After much sound and fury
from one part of the audience, a paper-ballot vote on pro-
posed contact team bylaws was defeated, 81-52 — meaning
there was no need or ability to elect officers. Fernandez and
his group had begun the evening by drowning out attempts by
others to speak with shouts of “No bylaws!”; they similarly
welcomed the outcome of the vote, with cries of “Victoria!”

Since there had been no discussion, the specific objec-
tions by Fernandez or anyone else to the bylaws were unclear,

although he said afterward that “the neighborhood associa-
tion will implement the plan.” Under city ordinances, a contact
team — with representatives of property owners, renters, busi-
ness owners, and neighborhood associations — has the offi-
cial responsibility for implementing the plan, and in its
absence other organizations have no formal role (e.g., to
require developers to submit proposed projects for neighbor-
hood review). “A contact team gives one more voice to the
neighborhood,” said Guernsey. “We’ll continue to work with
the neighborhood, but it won’t have that official voice, and |
can’t require a developer to consult with it.” Guernsey said
Fernandez had previously indicated only technical objections
to the bylaws (terms of office, amendments, etc.). But accord-
ing to a staff summary of the April 20 contact team develop-
ment meeting and a report by a neighborhood participant,
Fernandez left that meeting in a rage — vowing to return June
1, stack the meeting, and defeat any bylaws.

Asked why he and his group had prevented any discussion,
Fernandez said everybody was by now familiar with the drafted
bylaws and called discussion “just a stalling tactic by the city,
so that people would get tired and leave.” (Although Fernandez
told the crowd that city staffers would be allowed five minutes
to describe the bylaws, after about three minutes staffer
Margaret Valenti was shouted down.) Fernandez added that
since some west side neighborhoods - singling out Rosedale
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and Tarrytown — had not yet fully
adopted neighborhood plans,
“there’s also an equity issue
involved.” The most vocal oppo-
nent, Daniel Perez, led chants of
“Eastside! Eastside!” and shout-
ed, “We like this neighborhood
just the way it is, and we don’t
want anything to change!” Perez
told the crowd, “Cesar Chavez is a
two-way street! Go back to
MoPac!” (Every attendee eligible
to vote possessed a Holly Street
neighborhood address.) Perez said
his parents had been politically active since the Fifties and
Sixties and, “We want to keep the Eastside the way it is”
Asked to comment on the outcome, Guernsey smiled and
said, “Oh, it's just democracy — of a sort.” Valenti said she had
been working on the bylaws since the fall, at a dozen meet-
ings with about 30 residents at a time (Guernsey estimated
about 190-200 participants in all), and that presumably some
of them were among the yes votes. “But | don’t think this
argument is exactly about the bylaws. It's about previous gen-
erations, not the present time. It's about old and deep wounds
that go back at least a generation.” - Michael King

JOHN ANDERSON
II.

Gavino Fernandez



Former state Comptroller John Sharp
made his pitch for his U.S. Senate candidacy
to a group of local Democratic activists last
week and got some surprising resistance —
but not from anyone questioning his fitness
for the office. Instead, it came from admir-
ers. “You know more about state government
than anybody that | know of,” one audience
member at the Central Texas Democratic
Forum’s monthly Downtown luncheon said.
“Why do you want to go to [D.C.] when we
need you here in the state government?”

“I think that’s where the biggest problems
are,” a flattered Sharp said. “These prob-
lems here in state government, any fool can
figure them out. They've proven that for the
last several years. They are obvious; you
just have the wrong people voting on them.”

Sharp is running for the seat currently
held by 15-year Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison
— possibly in a special election after she
vacates the seat for her expected guberna-
torial challenge to Rick Perry and if not,
then in 2010.

When he did get the audience to focus on
the office for which he’s actually running,
Sharp fired figurative shotgun blasts at his
major Dem opponent, Houston Mayor Bill
White. “We have to have a United States
senator that believes in rebuilding the
Democratic Party,” said Sharp. “Now it is
one thing, and | have certainly participated
in this, to say, ‘Hey, I'm going to work with
Republicans to make sure good things hap-
pen! ... It is another thing to host a fund-
raiser for Tom DelLay, while he has a
Republican opponent.”

Sharp said he found out about White’s
Delay connections through the Capitol

U.S. Senate: Sharp on Sharp

John Sharp

Annex blog of Democratic operative Vince
Leibowitz, although “hosting” isn’t quite
how Leibowitz put it — instead he reported
White was “headlining” a private DelLay
fundraiser. Either way, White denies both
versions, and in response, he pointed us to
an Austin American-Statesman interview in
which he said, “I did not raise funds for
Tom DelLay, but what | did do, and what |
have done, is when members of Congress
from the Houston area have invited me to a
function — and this has been people in both
parties — then often | show up as a matter
of respect, because it's important that the
city of Houston have a good relationship
with members of Congress on both sides of
the aisle.”

Sharp also gave practical reasons for
Dems to back him — by, interestingly enough,
pointing to his last two electoral defeats. In
his two runs for lieutenant governor, he nar-
rowly lost to Rick Perry (50% to 48.2%)
and then to David Dewhurst (52% to 46%).
“In a special election, independents rule,”
Sharp said. “They make the difference if
they go en masse in one place. The reason
that | was within one point [well, two, actual-
ly] of Rick Perry in 1998 is that | got 92 per-
cent of the independent vote. The same
thing happened to a lesser extent in 2002
He said he no longer had polling data to
back up that assertion, but it’s believable.
In those same elections, other Democrats
didn’t fare nearly as well: In 1998, then-Gov.
George W. Bush thoroughly pounded Garry
Mauro 68%-31%; four years later, Gov. Perry
topped Tony Sanchez 58%-40%; and in the
race for Senate, John Cornyn beat Ron
Kirk 55%-43%.

On the issues, audience members asked
him about health care and about abortion.
On the former, he pointed the finger at insur-
ance companies. “Who do you pay for your
health care?” Sharp asked. “You pay some-
body that is trying to keep you from getting
treatment. ... [That’s the] reason that you
wind up with single-payer systems in all of
the industrialized countries of the world
except one.” Sharp never explicitly stated
his support for single-payer, instead deflect-
ing it to Obama, who has rejected it:
“Unless the president changes his mind,
we’re never going to get a single-payer sys-
tem. Maybe what we need to do is change
the function of what insurance companies
are about.” He suggested that a system that
incentivizes preventive testing on a regular
basis might be the answer.

On abortion, he acknowledged his long
history of considering himself pro-life and
his Catholic beliefs but struck a conciliatory
tone, recalling his relationship with the very
pro-choice former Gov. Ann Richards, who
offered him an appointment to the Senate
in 1993 when Lloyd Bentsen stepped
down to join the Clinton administration. (He
declined.) “I believe what my church teaches,
personally,” said Sharp. But: “Do | believe
that you should throw away Roe v. Wade in
its entirety? No. ... Ann would never have
offered me this job years ago to begin with
if that had been the case. But | do have my
personal opinions about it. If you want
somebody to 100 percent do away with all
state laws that have to do with abortion,
and that’s your issue and that’s all you care
about, then I’'m probably the wrong guy.”

- Lee Nichols
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APD Shooting: Chief Responds to
Community Concerns

Austin Police Chief Art Acevedo apolo-
gized to the family of Nathaniel Sanders Il
on Monday night, accepting blame for “the
time your son spent on the scene” outside
the Walnut Creek apartments, where he was
killed May 11. “From the bottom of my heart,
| apologize to you and your family,” he said.

Sanders was shot by Officer Leonardo
Quintana just after 5am, but his body
remained prone on the pavement for several
hours before the Travis County Medical
Examiner’s Office was cleared to remove it.
That was the fault of the police department,
Acevedo said. The Medical Examiner’s Office
called “early that morning,” around 7:30am,
he said, asking if they should respond then,
but were told by police to wait while the
scene was processed. “l was at the scene,
and | should’ve done a better
[job] of processing that scene,
Acevedo said. “It was not meant
as disrespect.”

Acevedo’s apology opened the
community meeting June 1, held
to allow residents a chance to
ask questions and express con-
cerns about the shooting.
Sanders was shot twice after
police said he went for a gun
tucked in his waistband after
Quintana woke him in the back
seat of a car where he was sleeping. The car
had been identified by apartment complex
residents as a vehicle associated with a
recent incident of random gunfire in the park-
ing lot. (For more on this, see “Nathaniel and
Li’l Nate,” May 29.)

Acevedo explained to the crowd of several
hundred that showed up at the Delco Center
Monday evening that two concurrent investi-
gations are ongoing — a criminal inquiry into
Quintana’s actions, which will be forwarded to
the Travis County District Attorney’s Office for
presentation to a grand jury, and an adminis-
trative inquiry to determine if Quintana fol-
lowed police policy and procedure during the
stop that ended in Sanders’ death as well as
the shooting of another passenger in the car,
21-year-old Sir Lawrence Smith (Smith sur-
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Nathaniel Sanders 11

vived the incident and attended the Monday
meeting). The entire process will take no
more than 90 days, and at its conclusion, the
materials collected and considered by police
— including the videotape recording of the
encounter captured on a patrol car dashboard
camera — will be publicly released. “When we
are done, the department will be transparent,”
Acevedo said. “Everyone [will have] a chance
to see what the results are based on”

Still, the crowd had plenty of concerns —
why, for example, didn’t Quintana or one of
two backup officers responding to the scene
turn on their in-car cameras? The specific
reason may still be part of the ongoing inves-
tigation, but Acevedo said the “irony is” that
just one week before Sanders’ death, he had
discussed replacing all of the department’s
in-car cameras — which are VHS
and were acquired secondhand
from the Texas Department of
Public Safety — with new, contin-
uous-loop digital recorders,
which would run without needing
to be activated by officers.
Acevedo said he’s looking for
ways to pay for the project,
which he said would cost more
than $8 million.

Residents also raised broader
— and more difficult to answer —
questions about racism and education and
employment opportunities for youth in East
Austin. Rudolph Williams, president of the
Blackshear Neighborhood Association,
energized the crowd by positing that police
have been used to enforce institutional rac-
ism. The “police force has been a mecha-
nism to keep it all in place,” he said. “It is
time for this to stop.” Acevedo said that as a
“person of color,” he too had “overcome rac-
ism.” The key to overcoming racism and to
keeping kids safe, he said, was to make sure
they stay in school and away from the street.
“There are forces trying to seduce our kids to
the life that is not” what we want for them —
and certainly not a life “that Mr. Sanders
wanted for his son,” he said. “We have got to
keep our kids under control.” — Jordan Smith

JORDAN SMITH

Attorney Adam Loewy (at microphone) is flanked (I-r) by

e .

Betty Sanders, grandmother of Nathaniel Sanders 11, and e
parents Nathaniel Sanders Sr. and Yulonda Sanders. Standifig
are Nathaniel’s siblings, Destiney Sanders and Jecovi Taylor.

On June 2, the family of Nathaniel
Sanders Il filed a federal wrongful death
suit against Austin Police Officer Leonardo
Quintana and the city of Austin, alleging in
part that the officer used excessive force
during a May confrontation with the 18-year-
old that ended in his death.

According to the lawsuit, Quintana com-
mitted several “clear violation[s] of APD
policy” in approaching Sanders, who was
“sound asleep” in the back of a
Mercedes station wagon in the parking
lot of the Walnut Creek apartments just
after 5am on May 11. The Sanders family
attorney, Adam Loewy, said that
Quintana followed the Mercedes into the
parking lot without activating his cruiser’s
siren or lights — meaning also that he
failed to turn on his car’s video recording
system. Quintana should have done both
things — in part, said Loewy, because he
was approaching a vehicle that he said
he believed was involved in a serious fel-
ony, based on the allegation made by res-
idents that the car had been involved in
an incident of random gunfire several
days before Sanders’ death.

Loewy also said that an independent
investigation by his law firm has turned up
a number of eyewitnesses who will be “criti-

cal” to finding out the truth of what hap-
pened that morning. The Sanders family
“believes that APD as a whole does a very
good job” every day, Loewy said, but when
officers don’t “follow APD protocol, trage-
dies like this occur.”

Two inquiries into the incident by APD
investigators — criminal and administrative
reviews — are pending, but Loewy said that
does not preclude his filing a lawsuit based
on an independent investigation of the
facts. Indeed, notably, Loewy hopes that a
judge will agree and order the city to dis-
close evidence and facts related to its
pending inquiries — however unlikely that
may be.

City Manager Marc Ott said in a state-
ment that the city “remains committed” to
a thorough investigation of the shooting
and will “share appropriate information with
the public as it is available.” The filing of
the wrongful death suit “does not change
the way” the city or police department “will
investigate the case” he said.

Sanders’ father, Nathaniel Sr., said that
his family simply wants to know the truth
about what led to his son’s death. “How,”
he asked during a Tuesday press confer-
ence, “do you go from asleep in the back of
a car to shot dead?” - J.S.
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BY JIM HIGHTOWER

SOFT LANDING IN ROUGH TIMES

These are rough times. How rough, you
ask? So rough that even the relative rough-
ness of toilet tissue has arisen as a ques-
tion of economic and political fairness.

This pressing issue is being played out in
California, naturally — a state that is always in
the forefront of public-policy debates.
Specifically, the county of Riverside is grap-
pling with the delicate matter of tissue texture.

It all started a couple of years ago when
county employees complained that the
one-ply toilet tissue being used was ...
well, rough. So, the county supervisor
rolled out a new policy of putting two-ply in
all stalls. Employees beamed with smiles
of comfort.

But not for long. The county’s 18,500
employees recently learned that a double
level of tushy cushiness had been deliv-
ered to the toilet stalls used by the top
10 elected officials and the executive
staff. These VIPs are blessed with four-ply
tissue, sold under the brand name of
Angel Soft.

“Why do these 100 or so executive-level
employees get twice the softness that we
do?” demanded the other 18,400 county
workers. There was no good answer. A coun-
ty spokesman could only say, “There was a
texture test, and then the Facilities
Management Department decided that Angel
Soft would be utilized for elected officials
and their guests.”

This did not sit well with the two-ply crowd,
which was already feeling shorted after tak-
ing a 10% pay cut due to budget constraints.
After all, every three sheets of Angel Soft
cost the county a penny more than three
sheets of the common tissue, so it also
became a matter of budgetary integrity.

Good news — top county officials now say
that, in the interest of tissue egalitarianism,
they’ll revert to two-ply! Once again,
California has put itself on the cutting edge
of social progress.

THE PRICE OF PIE

How’s this for a tombstone? “Here lies a
guy/Killed by a pie.”

More accurately, the killer is corporate
globalization and greed. Food conglomer-
ates scavenge the globe in a constant
search for ever-cheaper ingredients from
low-wage nations that have practically no
food-safety protections — which could make
that potpie in your freezer a Killer.

Consider the case of ConAgra Foods, a
massive conglomerate that sells more than
100 million potpies a year under the
Banquet label. Its pies contain 25 ingredi-
ents, though sometimes they contain an
extra one not listed on the label: salmonel-
la. Poisoning customers is bad for repeat
business, so ConAgra does do spot checks
for pathogens. However, it has been unable
to pinpoint which ingredient is the culprit.

In fact, as The New York Times has report-
ed, such food giants concede that their sup-
ply chain is so far-flung that they “do not
even know who is supplying their ingredi-
ents, let alone if those suppliers are
screening the items for microbes.” The
problem is so widespread that makers of
Banquet, Swanson, Nestlé, Hungry-Man, and
other brand-name foods admit they can no
longer ensure the safety of their products.

So, you might assume they’'d be changing
their suppliers to get better ingredients. Ha!
What a silly dreamer you are! That could
squeeze their profits. Instead, they are sim-
ply shifting the responsibility for the safety
of their products to you, the consumer. The
Banquet potpie package, for example, now
instructs you to cook the pie to exactly 165
degrees “as measured by a food thermome-
ter in several spots.”

Hello — this is supposed to be a conve-
nience food, not a science experiment.
Most families don’t even have a food ther-
mometer. Instead of thrusting safety
instructions at us, how about just putting
safe ingredients in the pies?

For more information on Jim Hightower’s work - and to subscribe to his award-winning monthly newsletter,
The Hightower Lowdown - visit www.jimhightower.com. You can hear his radio commentaries on
KOOP Radio, 91.7FM, weekdays at 10:58am and 12:58pm.
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We describe websites as “portals” — windows
into worlds where we can do any number of
things: read, write, buy, sell, vent, connect
with old friends, new acquaintances, or “casual
encounters.” But for years now, the only thing
welcomed by the official city of Austin website
has been bedlam. The only process more
oblique than navigating through its counterin-
tuitive alleyways has been the on-off, stop-
start nature of attempts to redevelop the site.

As described by the city itself, the website
(www.ci.austin.tx.us, or the less typographically
challenging www.cityofaustin.org) went online in
1995 “as one of the few municipal govern-
ment sites in the nation.” From 1997 to 2007,
it grew in page views from 189,000 to 4.5 mil-
lion a month, and this growth in popularity
mirrored its rise in public consciousness. At
first, no one but the most earnest policy
wonks paid it much mind, and the white-
bread style and pedestrian inefficiency of the
site was hardly noticed. But as time went on,
the potluck content and bureaucratic design
began to receive more negative notice; with
the rise of blog-fueled, online politics, more
Austinites began to consider the site as either
a facilitator or an impediment to public
engagement in city affairs.

In 2006, the Save Our Springs Alliance and
the Austin ACLU put Proposition 1 — billed as
the Open Government Online City Charter
amendment — on the May ballot, along with a
separate, development-related proposition,
together touted as the “Clean Water/Clean
Government” propositions. In combination,
the propositions were designed as a one-two
punch to simultaneously slow new develop-
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This tech crowd aims to turn the redesign of the
city’s website into a citizen-driven effort.

ment and in theory to keep a public eye — or
as many argued at the time, a punitively intru-
sive eye — on City Council members’ activities
and deliberations. Following a fairly polarized
campaign, both propositions lost by substan-
tial margins. But the spirited public discus-
sion, especially of public information issues,
resulted in promises from council members
(who had opposed both propositions) of
greater online transparency.

But it was more than a year later, in November
2007, when council finally voted for a complete
Web redesign. (The last redesign of the site
occurred in 2002, well before the sticky, mobile,
social wave of Web 2.0.) This led to the Austin
Government Online initiative, or Austin GO,
the centerpiece of which was a survey of
approximately 2,000 Austinites that confirmed
many of the inefficiency problems familiar to
website users: For instance, almost 30% of
respondents found it “difficult or very difficult”

sign, until a welter of online outrage crashed
the plans. City staff had recommended Santa
Clara, Calif-based Cignex Technologies be
awarded the contract, but widespread public
backlash considered the “outsourcing” an
insult to and embarrassment for the local tech
community and industry. As the Austin GO
report itself declares, “No city in the nation
boasts a more technologically adept and cre-
ative group of residents than Austin.”

Dev Camp Austin

Contract protesters were doing more than
Tweeting into the wind. Online, they were
organizing and strategizing using the same
free, crowdsourced set of tools they hoped to
see the city appropriate.

“I'm just a guy trying to get a lot of people
to work together,” says William Hurley, known
in tech development circles simply as “whur-
ley.” While in his day job he works for IT

‘] saw an opportunity to say, ‘Hey, mayhe there’s

an alternative way to look at this that will get it to you
faster, involve the community more, and build better
ties between the community and the city.”

to find information they were looking for, and
more than 60% said they couldn’t find pages
that they in fact knew were hosted on the site (a
nuisance all too familiar to City Hall reporters).

This March, the city looked prepared to
award a contract for the long-delayed rede-

austinchronicle.com

- William Hurley

infrastructure giant BMC Software, he’s
regarded in the public tech realm as a guru of
“open source” — the technology movement
advocating the public availability of program-
ming source codes, so that any programmer
with a great idea can develop and share his or

NOSY3IANV NHOr A9 SOLOHd

O9ycls ] Source

ecity’savebsite

her own applications. Recently, he’s set up
“dev camps” — development camps, in pro-
gramming parlance — so programmers across
the globe can collaborate on coding apps for
the iPhone and for Palm’s still unreleased Pre
smart phone. His title at BMC is chief archi-
tect of open-source strategy.

“I came into this at the point I heard all the
controversy,” says Hurley, referring to the ubig-
uitous Tweets, blog entries, and Facebook
updates aligned against the city staff contract
recommendation. “And so the original concept
was really simple: Why don’t we take a portion
of the budget and reinvest it in people that had
been laid off — lost their jobs, through no fault
of their own, that have this talent in the com-
munity — add that to a bunch of volunteer
help, and then take the money we save and
reinvest it back into vital services?” Citing the
city’s budget shortfalls, currently anticipated at
$43 million failing a property-tax increase,
Hurley says, “I'd rather lifesaving services get
money over us having a cool website, when we
have so much talent and so many people that
would be willing to do the work — there’s just
no excuse not to utilize them as a resource.”

Hurley envisions this human resource utili-
zation taking place through “crowdsourcing”
— a form of a la carte programming through
which dozens if not hundreds of people can
break down and share one large project by
farming out separate aspects of the whole to be
worked on independently and then recom-
bined. As the Internet’s reach and connectivity
has enabled people to collaborate across previ-
ously unfeasible distances, crowdsourcing is
coming into its own. “I have a very easy system
of managing these types of large projects,” says
Hurley. “With preDevCamp, these people are
going to develop 300 to 500 applications in

CONTINUED ON P.26
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CROWDSOURCING THE CITY WEBSITE CONTINUED FROM P.24

this infrastructure that I've set up, and they’re
gonna do that in a weekend. And they’re never
going to see each other face to face. So doing
projects like this is very manageable.” (According
to its website, Hurley has since stepped down
from the preDevCamp organization team.)

To kick-start the redesign process, Hurley
initiated OpenAustin, a website where users
can vote ideas for the city website up or down
and submit their own. They range from the
pedestrian (the currently top-rated suggestion
is to pay Austin Energy bills online, followed
by a system to list road closures across the
city) to transparency-related (being able to
track applications for city contracts, putting
City Council meetings and video online faster)
to the more arcane techy (“machine-readable
data feeds” for all city info: crime, restaurant
health inspections, etc.; and similarly, pub-
lishing every piece of city data as RSS feeds).

Hurley acknowledges OpenAustin is cur-
rently in the idea-generation stage. The final
form of OpenAustin’s assistance in the rede-
sign is still very nebulous — and of course,
entirely dependent on the city’s response.
Still, Hurley foresees several ways it could take
place. “Maybe we don’t take all the RFPs
[requests for proposals] when we do it, and
maybe we don’t take everything and outsource
it to the community,” he says. But he thinks
OpenAustin could “help coordinate the com-
munity effort” by conceiving the redesign so
volunteers could create mash-ups of applica-
tions: for example, overlaying a map of all the
city’s bike routes with a map of free Wi-Fi hot
spots or early voting locations.

“I saw an opportunity to say, ‘Hey, maybe
there’s an alternative way to look at this that
will get it to you faster, involve the community
more, and build better ties between the com-
munity and the city,”” says Hurley. “And also
allow you to free up some of your vital
resources to do some really, really great stuff in
other areas of the site. Imagine if [the website
developers| were not tasked with ‘OK, we’ve
got 30,000 blocks of data we gotta move,” and
they could be like: ‘OK, we’re just gonna man-
age that process. Here’s the resources, and
with the free time we have, now we’re going to
do some really cool stuff.”” Instead of the city
thinking about the redesign project as its in-
house coders and an outsourced contractor, it
should “start thinking about it as potentially
all that, plus thousands of people that are in
the city that could participate in this process.”

A guide to some of the
terms and concepts

in redeveloping

the city website

Change the Language

In spearheading awareness of the redesign
process, OpenAustin is already partially
responsible for a victory: The city is set to
issue a new RFP that’s far friendlier to local
programmers. “Woot!” as they say.

“The big issue from my perspective was,
from the very start, each one of these REPs was
asking for a proposal based on a prescribed

Doug Matthews

solution,” says Doug Matthews, the city of
Austin’s chief communications director. That
solution was Plone, the content management
system that currently powers the city intranet,
the in-house end of the city website; the last
five RFPs issued involving the city website — all
since withdrawn — required that applicants use
the Plone framework. “The difficulty with that,”
Matthews continues, “is it’s kinda like bidding
out a construction contract and putting in the
construction contract that you have to use
Caterpillar construction vehicles. There’s plenty
of capable construction companies out there
that could get the work done; we shouldn’t be
telling them what tools they have to use to get
the work done. So it really limited the ability of

Open Source: Software programming whose source code is publicly available
so developers can tweak, overhaul, or supplement a program to their liking.
Examples of open-source software include the Internet address system
Internet Protocol and the Firefox Web browser. Open source is beginning to
encompass broader issues, such as Creative Commons’ copyright alternative
encouraging collaboration, sharing, and repurposing.

Crowdsourcing: Taking a project usually allotted to a single entity and
instead enlisting the aid of a large group to get the task done - using Internet
connectivity to share work and ensure that the tasks being performed aren’t
redundant. According to Wikipedia, Wikipedia itself “is often cited as a
successful example of crowdsourcing,” over the objections of co-founder Jimmy

the tech community at large to look at what we
have in terms of infrastructure.” (Hurley con-
curs, saying “the fact that you would be
beholden to any one platform shows from the
beginning that it’s maybe not the best informa-
tion architecture.”)

Calling Plone unproven and “really not read-
ily available in terms of a skill set in this area, in
general” (hence California-based Cignex’s win-
ning bid), Matthews is prepared to withdraw

R

Gail Roper

the most recent RFP and issue a new one which
doesn’t name a specific program. “By opening
this back up and not prescribing the particular
technology, just intuitively, that’s going to open
it up to a lot more competition.” With the new
REP being worked on already, Matthews’ team
will make the case for the reboot before City
Council June 18; the revised RFP is on track to
be issued in July. Still, Matthews notes that the
feedback the city collected through the Austin
GO process will still be incorporated: “The fact
that we're reworking the RFP doesn’t mean that
we're discarding all the valuable input that
we’ve collected along the way.”

The city website presents some unique chal-
lenges, according to Gail Roper, the city’s chief

Wales, who worries it sounds like tricking people “into doing work for free.”

26 THEAUSTIN CHRONICLE JUNE 5, 2009 austinchronicle.com

information officer. (As CIO, Roper says, she’s
“the architect that builds the hotel,” and Mat-
thews is “the marketing salesperson that brings
people to the hotel. Pretty corny, I know,” she
laughs.) “Our challenge here in Austin is we
have to put a front end — I say lipstick — on this
thing and make it look good. But we also have
to make sure it’s functional, and all the data
that comes out of any Web portal comes from
your back-end systems. And the back-end sys-
tems here in Austin are very disparate in terms
of commonality and accessibility,” including
systems overseeing financial management,
human resources, utility billing, and more. “So
we have to make sure that this thing works.
We’re gonna make sure we don’t put lipstick on
a pig — that we have a fully functioning website
that works for the city. A lot of folks outside of
the city organization don’t know a lot about
those back-end systems,” she says, noting she
is “just learning” about several of them herself.

As for OpenAustin: “What they’re doing
right now is very valuable,” Matthews says.
“They’ve got a site up right now that is
recharging the examination of what people
want to see. | think that’s fantastic; that’s
information that I value. As far as doing a ful-
ly-functional website using that crowdsource
model, with the sheer scope and complexity of
what we're talking about with the city of
Austin, I don’t think that you can do it whole
hog.” However, he says, “it very well may be
part of the overall solution. And we’re going to
work into the RFP some options where there
can be some local participation, maybe even
on an individual level.” While acknowledging
it’s a challenge, Roper says: “I don’t think it’s
undoable. I just think it’s a shift. It’s a shift
from the way we’ve done things in the past.”

Indeed, it may be serendipitous that the rede-
sign, bandied about for more than three years
now, is now coming to a head. That delay can be
attributed in part to institutional city inertia but
also to a turnover in staffing. Roper and Matthews
both started with the city in February. Roper took
over from former CIO Pete Collins, who resigned
in August 2008 while the city investigated
unspecified allegations that he used city resourc-
es on a personal project. His departure was
blamed around City Hall for slowing the redesign
process — but now with the city mulling several
exciting options, was that in retrospect a good
thing? “Think about it,” says Roper. Since the city
first proposed the redesign, “the CIO changed,
the PIO [public information officer] changed,
and 1 believe the city manager as well.”

Front End and Back End: As it relates to website design, the front
end is the portion of a website visible and accessible to the public,
while the back end is the portion that powers the requests made on the
front end. The back end is visible only to website administrators.

Content Management System: The software that publishes
the material - text, video, etc. - on a Web page and allows for the
manipulation of the material (how long it stays up, where it appears,
and so forth). The city intranet (an in-house website available only
to city employees) is currently powered by Plone, an open-source
content-management system, but city officials say it doesn’t provide
the functionality they'd like to see on the city’s public website.

- W.D.



Connect & Develop

Back at OpenAustin, Hurley says he’s been
“especially and exceptionally happy” with the
city response. As for the criticisms of a
crowdsourced, open-source redesign — largely
security- and execution-related — he has some
answers. He starts by pointing to Procter &
Gamble’s “connect and develop” program,
where instead of developing new products
solely through research and development, the
company now strives to get 50% of its new

It’s clear Hurley envisions something
more than 100 code-monkeys banging away
on Cheetos-stained keyboards. “I under-
stand the legalities; I understand the intel-
lectual copyrights; I understand the sched-
ule problems and the cost problems and the
dependencies. And like I said, I just want to
help the city.” Hurley is anxious to see the
RFP; he says if the city doesn’t want to work
with OpenAustin as it currently exists, he
plans on forming a nonprofit group to bid
for the contract.
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Free Delivery on any purchase over $999.

Every item in stock or Custom Order

“Ultra” Platform

products from outside the company. “Half of “Modern” Bed

our new products ... would come from our 213 e =
own labs, and half would come through The New Utlllty PI_atform Bed

them,” wrote two P&G executives in the Whatever final form the website redesign with Leather

Harvard Business Review. This is the process  takes, it will certainly be an improvement not padded

Berkeley professor Henry Chesbrough only over the existing portal but also over head-

deemed open innovation, taking advantage of ~ what the city was mulling just a few months board

Queen Size Bed

innovation wherever it may be by licensing
ideas or patents from

outside your organiza-  The Next Step

City Web staff will go before City
Council June 18 to make the case
for rebooting the redesign process.

) A revised request for proposal will
COI‘pOl’athI’lS on the be issued in July

tion. “Now when you
look at that,” says
Hurley, “and think
about one of the largest

planet — and arguably a

corporation by default

is somewhat secretive with and sensitive to
its intellectual property — if they can do it, 1
can’t imagine what’s going to be on the city
website, that we really can’'t do the whole
thing this way.” He acknowledges the project
is counterintuitive for the city, but he says the
defining characteristic of all his work is “to
help mitigate the risk of working with very
large-scale communities.”

Part of mitigating the risk includes keeping
the project secure. But Hurley says “there is a
lot of misconception about security in open
source and open innovation” here, namely
that any programmer-
come-lately could get
the keys to the city
website. “The illusion
is that everyone has
control or will easily be
able to gain control
over a project,” he con-
tinues, and cites the
ubiquitous  Apache
Web server, one of the
world’s most popular
open-source programs.

“When you look at

large-scale projects like Apache, you find that
out of millions of users, only a few thousand
could actually be considered contributors. Of
those contributors, only a few hundred could
be considered developers. Of those fewer
hundred, only a handful of people actually
have the ability to take changes from the com-
munity and commit them to the base code. So
as you can see, even though contributions will
be taken from everyone, not everyone will
have the ability to commit code to the city’s
website. In fact, this may be something the
city wants to keep firmly in the hands of their
Web team even while working with the com-
munity, and that’s absolutely fine.”

ago. The balance the city faces is in designing
a site that can satisfy
not only the tech-savvy
crowds of OpenAustin,
who have vastly invigo-
rated public discussion
of the site, but also the
average visitor looking
to contact her council
member. (As Web tools
like social networking, blogging, and the like
become more ubiquitous, this gap is already
shrinking.) Another component that
shouldn’t be overlooked is the original impe-
tus behind the redesign, the push for greater
transparency and accountability; the city
could get the slickest website in Cyberspace,
resplendent with Web 2.0 doodads, but if it
isn’t fed more information on permitting,
development, and budgeting, it would still
be an epic failure.
Nevertheless, the project has not only
the potential to do right by the city but
perhaps the whole
country. Hurley and
OpenAustin are
examining the possi-
bility of taking a pro-
gram like Plone
(despite its vilifica-
tion, Plone s,
indeed, open source,
although Hurley says
there are better open
alternatives), “fork-
ing it, and creating a
project called City
Server, which would be something that
would be specifically designed for cities.
So that Austin could be the world leader
and also offer it as open source to any
other cities and create a community of
volunteers across cities. ... What do cities
have in common, all over the world? They
have wastewater services, electrical grids,
infrastructure components. So if informa-
tion nowadays is just as vital as our EMS,
as our water, all of that ... then why don’t
cities have some common methodologies
for doing that same thing and for involving
communities? And that’s where this new
project is starting to come up.” |
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A Dance to the
Music of Time

Is it frightening or comforting that what
Robert Burton wrote in 1621’s The Anatomy of
Melancholy applies perfectly to any moment in
which you read it?

“I hear new news every day, and those
ordinary rumours of war, plagues, fires, inun-
dations, thefts, murders, massacres, meteors,
comets, spectrums, prodigies, apparitions,
of towns taken, cities besieged, in France,
Germany, Turkey, Persia, Poland, &c., daily
musters and preparations, and suchlike,
which these tempestuous times afford, battles
fought, so many men slain ... shipwrecks,
piracies, and sea-fights, peace, leagues,
stratagems, and fresh alarms. A vast confu-
sion of vows, wishes, actions, edicts, peti-
tions, lawsuits, pleas, laws, proclamations,
complaints, grievances, are daily brought to
our ears. New books every day ...
whole catalogues of volumes of
all sorts, new paradoxes, opin-
ions, schisms, heresies, contro-
versies in philosophy, religion,

&c. Now come tidings of wed-

dings, maskings, mummeries,
entertainments, jubilees, tilts

and tournaments, trophies, tri-

umphs, revels, sports, plays: then

again, as in a new shifted scene, trea-

sons, cheating tricks, robberies, enormous
villainies of all kinds, funerals, burials, deaths
of Princes, new discoveries, expeditions; now
comical then tragic matters. Today we hear
of new Lords and officers created, to-morrow
of some great men deposed, and then again
of fresh honours conferred; one is let loose,
another imprisoned, one purchaseth, another
breaketh; he thrives, his neighbour turns
bankrupt; now plenty, then again dearth and
famine; one runs, another rides, wrangles,
laughs, weeps, &c.”

The English genius Anthony Powell (1905-
2000) read that passage in his 20s and quotes
it near the end of his opus, A Dance to the
Music of Time. (His last name, by the way, is
pronounced Poe-ell, thyming with Noel and
Joel.) Dance is, as he describes, “a 12-volume
novel, [with] four or five hundred characters, a
million words.” In the handsome University of
Chicago edition, Dance runs to 2,948 pages.

This is no doubt why it is rarely read in
the United States, where Powell is the least
known of the half-dozen or so greatest 20th
century novelists. My friends and acquain-
tances tend to be eclectically but thoroughly
literate, even embarrassingly well educated,
yet only two to whom I've raved about Powell
had even heard of him.

Those two friends tried to read Dance years
ago but bogged down midway through the
first book. There’s a reason for that, which I
might as well tackle now: That book’s long
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third chapter is Powell’s only misfire in all
2,948 pages. In the last 15 months I've read
A Dance to the Music of Time twice, and that
chapter twice tried my patience. Otherwise I
was enthralled, captivated, excited, inspired,
enchanted, propelled, compelled, “&c” (as
Burton would say).

Another warning: Powell’s punctuation,
grammar, and usages — though always clear —
would drive American editors, copy editors,
proofreaders, and English teachers to fits and
frenzies. One pleasure of reading England’s
more expansive novelists is that they justifi-
ably feel it’s their language, to do with as
they please, so long as they remain compre-
hensible. They take liberties. No grammarian
or style book dictates how they employ the
birthright of their English. By contrast, these

days most Americans timidly strain
for grammatically overcorrect,
simply constructed sentences
that would make an Anthony
Powell feel bound and gagged.
If you dig language for its own

sake, such Brits are fun.
No one can summarize a
story of four or five hundred
characters that spans some 60
years, except to say that only 100 or
so characters are important and, of those,
only about 25 are central. The earliest scenes
(not told until the sixth volume) take place
in 1914; the story ends in 1971. Most novels
follow maybe a half-dozen central characters
through a story that concerns only them,
however large the backdrop. This is largely
true even of the massive works of Tolstoy,
Dostoyevsky, Proust, and Joyce. Rare is the
novel like Dance — or Lawrence Durrell’s The
Alexandria Quartet — in which the “story” is
the relationship of many characters to one
another and to their era as they and their
era change over time. In such a work, “time”
and “life” are revealed as interchangeable and
inseparable words. In Powell’s vision, one’s
primary relationship is not to others or even

to oneself but to time. To life.

To me, this is an enormous idea. (Or am I
just a slow learner?) In this vision, such fields
of thought as psychology, history, and science
become as pebbles clanking in a can.

Powell’s subject is not “the meaning of
life.” A search for meaning is not worth his
time. Powell is after how life behaves. The
behavior of individuals fascinates him — he
was an unrepentant gossip. But his creative
force focused on building a 12-volume model
of many individuals interacting within the
larger, impersonal medium that is life itself.
Fish inseparable from the salty sea in which
they swim — unthinkable (merely edible)
apart from it.

austinchronicle.com

JASON STOUT

A descriptive clause on the very first page
tells of “an abyss in the road [that] led down
to a network of subterranean drain-pipes.”
It’'s a kind of announcement: Pay atten-
tion to my surfaces, and you shall see the
depths! Far from hiding his meanings, he
broadcasts his plan plainly on p.2, where
something the narrator notices “suddenly
suggested Poussin’s [painting] in which the
Seasons, hand in hand and facing outward,
tread in rhythm to the notes of the lyre that
the winged and naked greybeard plays. The
image of Time brought thoughts of mortal-
ity: of human beings, facing outward like
the Seasons, moving hand in hand in intri-
cate measure: stepping slowly, methodically,
sometimes a trifle awkwardly, in evolutions
that take recognisable shape: or breaking into
seemingly meaningless gyrations, while part-
ners disappear only to reappear again, once
more giving pattern to the spectacle: unable
to control the melody, unable, perhaps, to
control the steps in the dance.”

For the following 2,946 pages, Powell dem-
onstrates how this works in real life, terribly,
funnily, sweetly even (when not deadly).

Don’t get the impression Powell is solemn!
He’s ruined me for novels in which there is
no laughter. I was hoping to reread Tolstoy
and Dostoyevsky before I die, and maybe
finally assail Thomas Mann, but 'm not sure
I could stomach them now — by comparison
to Powell their profundities, however inspir-
ing, are kind of glum. Powell can be funny
ha-ha, funny peculiar, sly smile funny, funny

for a wink, or the kind of funny a person of
spirit might indulge in just prior to his execu-
tion. The British are constantly trying to be
British, even while bombs rain on London,
and Powell finds that fact quietly and consis-
tently hilarious, without denying, or joking
about, what bombs do.

He observes that “there [are] no limits to
the sheer improbability of human fate” — and
he makes the most of that.

He believes “it’s no more normal to be a
bank-manager or a bus-conductor, than to be
Baudelaire or Genghis Khan. It just happens
there are more of the former types.”

Here’s a line anyone over 50 can steal
for use at parties: “Growing old’s like
being increasingly penalized for a crime you
haven’t committed.”

If you read A Dance to the Music of Time
once, [ urge you to read it again, for, remark-
ably, Powell has written not one but two
12-volume novels in which the same words
function differently on second reading.
Scenes that were comic become poignant.
Scenes that seemed obvious become myste-
rious. Scenes that seemed serious become
absurd. Lines you didn’t notice hit you
upside the head. Characters you thought
minor become large. A multiheaded tale
that slowly transformed from largely comic
to largely tragic goes, on second reading,
in the opposite direction. And, as Powell
says, “Life becomes more and more like an
examination where you have to guess the
questions as well as the answers.” |



Crunch Time

Will the Aztex cower or conquer?

The Austin Aztex are thrust into the gut-
check portion of their season this week: Three
home games in five days kick off a brutal
month’s schedule — as the USL-1 playoff race
starts to shape up and the prestigious U.S.
Open Cup gets under way — with its midweek
games shoehorned into the regular schedule.
And the Aztex go into this stretch with a dras-
tically depleted roster and, apparently, a new
offensive leader. It should be interesting.

The plus side: The Aztex are coming off per-
haps their best win yet, 3-1 over the Puerto Rico
Islanders last Friday night. Cuban midfielder
Yordany Alvarez got two goals and an assist,
plus USL Player of the Week honors. (Defender
Lyle Adams got the other goal, a sharp header
from Alvarez’s corner kick.) But the Aztex are
still missing their top three attackers in Gifton
Noel-Williams (hamstring), Eddie Johnson
(work permit), and Sullivan Silva (ankle); if
defender Zack Pope and midfielder Alex Tapp
are still out as well, the already-thin Aztex regu-
lar roster is down to 15 available players.

. They got an
& offensive boost
on Friday from
forward  Jean

N Alexandre, on a
% one-game loan
" from Major
League Soccer’s Real Salt Lake. And they
picked up attacking midfielder Ciaran O’Brien
on loan from the MLS Colorado Rapids for the
rest of the season. That’s big, because O’Brien
can provide some firepower —while at UC-Santa
Barbara, he was the leading scorer in a very
strong Big West conference. And gaffer Adrian
Heath is high on U-23 call-up Jeff Harwell,
who’s playing with the senior squad on an
amateur contract; it was Harwell’s penetrating
cross into the box that Alvarez redirected for
the first goal against Puerto Rico. But without a
target man who can get forward effectively,
with the speed and/or moves to break down a
defense, this team is going to have to work very
hard to create scoring chances.

The Schedule and the Cup

The Aztex host three home games this week:
Friday and Sunday against the Charleston
Battery, then Tuesday evening hosting the PDL
Mississippi Brilla in the first round of the
Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup. Charleston is one

of the USL-1 powerhouses, currently a strong
second place in the USL-1, and a team that last
year knocked off two MLS teams — FC Dallas
and the Houston Dynamo — in advancing all
the way to the Open Cup final. The Aztex,
meanwhile, are currently on the bubble in the
USL playoff race, in seventh place, though with
a game or three in hand over all the teams
ahead of them. And though it’s early — the
Aztex are just seven games into their 30-game
season — given the front-loaded home sched-
ule, after the two Charleston games, the Aztex
have just seven more home dates this season.
Then there’s the U.S. Open Cup. Our version
of England’s FA Cup, it’s one of the oldest cup
competitions in the world, dating back to 1914.
It’s open to all affiliated amateur and pro teams
in the U.S.; top-level rec league teams have been
known to advance through the first few rounds,
but the top of the bracket pretty much belongs
to the MLS and USL-1. The Aztex got what
looks like a favorable draw in this year’s tourna-
ment, facing only amateurs in the first two
rounds; if they beat Mississippi on Tuesday, they
get the winner of the Arizona Sahuaros-El Paso
Patriots game the next Tuesday, June 16. The
third round is the payoff: a date with an MLS

THE WEEK'S SCHEDULE:

Friday, June 5, 7pm: Charleston Battery

Sunday, June 7, 6pm: Charleston Battery
(nationally televised on Fox Soccer Channel)
Tuesday, June 9, 7:30pm: Mississippi Brilla (U.S. Open Cup)
All games are at Nelson Field, off Berkman, just north of
U.S. 290. See www.austinaztex.com for more.

team, most likely Chivas USA or Houston
Dynamo, for a spot in the quarterfinals.

This week kicks off an absolutely brutal
stretch for the Aztex, especially if they win their
first couple of Cup games, as they should
against amateur competition: up to 12 games in
31 days, including only one break of more than
two days between games and travel, to Puerto
Rico and Miami, then home, then to Rochester
and back, then to Cleveland, to Houston or
LA, and Cleveland again, and back home for, if
I'm figuring it right, nine travel days in the
month. And serious travel, too — distances that
none of the major clubs in Europe, with their
30-player rosters, ever have to deal with. Can
the Aztex? We'll start to find out this week. Like
I said, it should be interesting.

And a Lagniappe ...

Meanwhile, talk about a new, purpose-
built soccer stadium, which you may have
seen referred to here occasionally over the
past few months, has bubbled up more
publicly. See “Naked City,” p.14, for more
info, and for a fanciful site plan,
see austinchronicle.com/highlandmall. ||
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BIG RANGE AUSTIN

Critics Table Awards After a Fashion

For MacDougal and Le Razer, moving bodies and music are one

In a Saturday rehearsal, choreographer Lorn MacDougal is
pondering a dance-music problem. Dancers Ann Berman and
Theresa Hardy are in a tangle with dancer/choreographer/
composer Alain Le Razer, who plays an aqua-finish ESP
Telecaster guitar. The long legs and arms of the women are
wrapped, like tentacled sea creatures, around various parts of
Le Razer. Here’s where it gets tricky: Hardy must position her
hand on the frets, and Le Razer must move his hand down-
ward on the strings so Berman, twisting, can play a backhand-
ed chord. But Le Razer shakes his head: Too many hands
grappling the guitar stifle its sound, so no one should place
their hands too early. Then, reminds MacDougal, Le Razer
must not show he anticipates being pushed to the floor. As he
falls, Berman kicking him on the way down, he must smoothly
transfer the guitar to Hardy and Berman, where again they
share it, Hardy holding the neck and Berman playing a chord.

Though just a moment from MacDougal and Le Razer’s in-
progress piece — working title, “Party of Three” — for the Big
Range Austin dance festival, it's representative of the task
they’'ve assigned themselves — fuller integration of music,
movement, and space. The duo, partners in life and work,
have collaborated on dances, films, and theatrical projects
since the 1980s. After nearly a quarter-century in New York,
they relocated to London, where MacDougal had an offer to
head Transitions Dance Company, and then three years later
to Amsterdam as free agents. The end of the Bush presiden-
cy coaxed them back to the States in 2008, and a friend rec-
ommended Austin’s progressive nature and “high vibration.”
MacDougal, foreseeing a possible end to her lifelong dance
career and working toward certification to teach Pilates, was

-
David Bologna-

TONY AWARDS

Bring one
home, David!

The Critics Table just handed out
its awards to local theatre artists,
but there’s one Austin actor who'’s
still in the running for a stage honor, .
and it's one of the biggest: a Tony. Since November, David
Bologna, the 13-year-old song-and-dance wunderkind whose
family relocated to Central Texas from New Orleans following
Katrina, has been wowing Broadway audiences as Michael,
cross-dressing best bud to the titular hero in Billy Elliot, The
Musical, and now he’s nominated for Best Performance by a
Featured Actor in a Musical. As he’s up against adult perform-
ers from Hair, 9 to 5: The Musical, Shrek The Musical, and Billy
Elliot, he could use all the awards mojo you've got. Cross your
fingers, light those candles, and say a little prayer to Thespis
on behalf of David, and you might throw a little in the direction
of Michael McDonald, the New York-based designer who cos-
tumed Zach Theatre’s productions of Dirty Blonde, Omnimum
Gatherum, Hank Williams: Lost Highway, Crowns, and Take Me
Out; he’s nominated for Best Costume Design of a Musical for
the revival of Hair. The Tonys will be broadcast Sunday, June 7,
7pm, on KEYE, Channel 42. KidsActing, where David studied,
will host a Tony-watching party at its new facility, Center Stage,
2826 Real. Friends and classmates can walk their own red car-
pet, see a video message from Bologna to his kidsActing pals,
and cheer him on. Tickets are $30 adults, $15 students, with
proceeds to benefit Center Stage. For more information, call
836-5437, or visit www.kidsactingstudio.com. - R.F

“awfully happy to be pulled back into the dance world” when
the University of Texas and Austin Community College offered
her dance department courses. (She’ll teach full time at UT
in the fall.) Le Razer, who has degrees in painting, sculpture,
and film, as well as training in mime, dance, and music, antic-
ipated a music-centered existence and a cheery populace
with an “interest in the peripheral.” He explains carefully:
“There is always a point, after you've been in the Old World,
that you seek the enthusiasm of the New World.”

They found this fervor embodied by dancer Berman, whom
they met at Big Range 2008, when she presented her marvel-
ously funny “Chicken Complex.” “She represents to me the
kind of quirky side of Austin, this rebellious side, this kind of
upbeat, funny side,” says Le Razer. “It was, in a way, that kind
of spirit that we wanted to develop.” MacDougal and Le Razer
quickly recruited her to work on a film project, and, in a
search for extras for that same project, they came across
Hardy. The two dancers are strikingly similar in appearance —
of equal, generous height, with long limbs and cropped,
brown hair, and even similar facial features — so when they all
got together in the studio for the Big Range piece, MacDougal
found it almost necessary to give Berman and Hardy some
symmetrical movement, to play off that eerie twin-ness.

“Party of Three” is a departure from the film work Le Razer
and MacDougal are known for. The piece is experiential as
well as experimental, and each dancer is required to play
music onstage. Berman brings talent on the bass left over
from her college rock band — she’ll gleefully point out the
bloodstains on her instrument, from her injured fingers at a
particularly hardcore gig. Hardy, after an unsuccessful trial on

Books Arts Listings

1 (L-r) Ann Berman,
A Theresa Hardy,
and Alain Le Razer

the violin, is on the drum machine and tambourine, and both
contribute percussive vocals. Le Razer plays the guitar
onstage and composed the recorded music over which the
live stuff is layered. “The music itself is absolutely made for
one single purpose: move bodies,” he explains. “It is made
for the ear, but it is really meant to get them to cover space
and to be percussive in their movement.”

MacDougal, who uses Le Razer’s music in her courses,
agrees that there is “something visual about his music.” | get
the idea that though these collaborators have intrinsic knowl-
edge of each other’s work, they push their ideas to a point
where neither knows exactly what will happen. “The festival is
an opportunity to experiment, so that’s what we're doing,”
says MacDougal. - Jonelle Seitz

“Party of Three” appears in Big Range Austin, Program A, which runs June

5-6, 8pm, at AustinVentures StudioTheater, 501 W. Third. For a full schedule
of Big Range Austin programs, visit www.bigrangeaustin.org.

CONSPIRARE

To the sound of spirituals,
a change is gonna come

The end of Conspirare’s
2008-2009 season had already
involved one major change for the
choral organization: the postpone-
ment of the premiere of a new choral
work that it commissioned from the
prominent composer Eric Whitacre
and replacement with Rock My Soul,
a program of African-American spiritu-
als. But as all of the Conspirare
ensembles — the three-dozen mem-
ber professional chamber choir, the
100-plus member Symphonic Choir,
and the two Youth Choirs — prepared

to come together for the first time
onstage this week, word came down
of another big change: the departure
of Executive Director Erich Vollmer.
Vollmer came to town just over two
years ago, leaving the Santa Fe Desert
Chorale to sign on as Conspirare’s first
executive director. He presided over a
period of unprecedented recognition
and growth for the company — Grammy
nominations for two separate record-
ings, a nationally broadcast television
special on PBS, performances at a
World Choral Symposium in Denmark,
large-scale concerts in the Long Center
— but financial support proved not as
easy to come by as critical acclaim,
and the current economic crisis hit the
company hard enough to force not just
the delay of the Whitacre premiere but
staff layoffs as well. Vollmer leaves
June 30, ultimately to return to Santa
Fe, N.M. The next day, Melissa J. Eddy,
who has been serving as Conspirare’s
development manager and recently
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stepped down as executive director of
the Classical Music Consortium of
Austin, becomes interim managing
director, and the Conspirare board of
directors begins its search for a per-
manent executive director.

The final concert of Vollmer’s tenure
promises to be a memorable one.
Rock My Soul will feature not only the
200 voices of the Conspirare family
together but a remarkable guest in
jazz trumpeter Hannibal Lokumbe, a
Central Texas native who returned to
the area after Katrina hit his New
Orleans home. Lokumbe, who has
served as a sideman to the likes of
Gil Evans and Pharaoh Sanders, will
be joined here by James Polk on
piano, Michael Stevens on bass, and
Tom Burritt on drums and percussion.

— Robert Faires

Rock My Soul will be performed Saturday,

June 6, 8pm, and Sunday, June 7, 2pm, at Dell

Hall in the Long Center, 701 W. Riverside. For
more information, visit www.conspirare.org.



Verity Branco

Ashley Lynn
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superlatives re 20082009 austin critics Table Awards

On Monday, June 1, the Austin Critics
Table handed out its annual awards for out-
standing achievements in the Austin arts in a
ceremony at the Cap City Comedy Club. This
year’s ceremony, the 17th such presented by
this informal association of local arts writers,
began with the induction of Bonnie Cullum,
Mary Margaret Farabee, Daniel Johnson,
Alexandra Nadal and Eugene Slavin, Sylvia
Orozco, and Damian Priour into the Austin

Arts Hall of Fame.

PRODUCTION, DRAMA

Cyrano de Bergerac, Mary Moody Northen Theatre
PRODUCTION, COMEDY

Age of Arousal, Austin Playhouse

PRODUCTION, MUSICAL

The Last 5 Years, Penfold Theatre Company/
Austin Playhouse

DIRECTION

Michelle Polgar, Cyrano de Bergerac
Dustin Wills, Ophelia

ACTING IN A

LEADING ROLE

Annika Johansson, The Last 5 Years

David Long, Cyrano de Bergerac

Tom Truss, The Idiot

Jennifer Underwood, The Casket of Passing Fancy/
The Beauty Queen of Leenane

ACTING IN A

SUPPORTING ROLE

Verity Branco, A Midsummer Night's Dream/
An Ideal Husband

Shavanna Calder, Caroline, or Change

Jenny Gravenstein, Age of Arousal

Marc Pouhé, The Three Sisters/
Cyrano de Bergerac/The Grapes of Wrath

ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE

The Red Balloon, Tongue and Groove Theatre

DAVID MARK COHEN
NEW PLAY AWARD
Dug Up, Cyndi Williams

NONE OF THE ABOVE
The Casket of Passing Fancy, Rubber Repertory

MUSIC DIRECTION

Jeff Helmer, Queenie Pie

MOVEMENT

Jennifer Sherburn and David Yeakle,
The Red Balloon

TOURING SHOW, THEATRE
Elaine Stritch at Liberty, Austin Cabaret Theatre
Spectacular, Forced Entertainment,

Fusebox Festival
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In the awards themselves, this was not a
year for sweeps. The most honored work was
the Mary Moody Northen Theatre production
of Cyrano de Bergerac, which won four awards.
Twelve other productions or works received two
awards each. Overall, 46 productions, exhibi-
tions, or works were honored in 37 categories.

Critics participating in this year’s awards, covering
the period from May 1, 2008, to May 3, 2009, were
the Austin American-Statesman’s Michael Barnes
(arts), Clare Croft (dance), Erin Keever (visual arts),

SCENIC DESIGN
Kevin Beltz, Still Life With Iris

COSTUME DESIGN

Michael Hite, Queenie Pie
Ariana Schwartz, Still Life With Iris

LIGHTING DESIGN
Lih-Hwa Yu, The Shape of White

SOUND DESIGN

Buzz Moran, Hamilton Township

VIDEO DESIGN

Duncan Alexander, The Color of Dissonance

David Mead (music), Joey Seiler (theatre), and
Jeanne Claire van Ryzin (arts); ... might be good’s
Claire Ruud and Kate Watson (visual arts); and the
Chronicle’s Elizabeth Cobbe (theatre), Rachel Koper
(visual arts), Jonelle Seitz (dance), Avimaan Syam
(theatre), and Robert Faires (arts). Obligatory ethi-
cal note: Critics refrained from nominating them-
selves or members of their families for any awards
and refrained from voting in any category in which
the critic or a family member was nominated.

— Robert Faires
DANCE CONCERT
Skate! A Night at the Rink, Forklift Danceworks
SHORT WORK

“Crandall Canyon Mine,” Big Range Austin
dance festival

CHOREOGRAPHER
Sharon Marroquin, “Garden”/“Crandall Canyon
Mine”/“Desprendimiento”

DANCER
Paul Michael Bloodgood, “Episodes’/Hamlet
Ashley Lynn, “Episodes”/Hamlet/“Left Unsaid”

TOURING SHOW, DANCE
Grub, tEEth, Fusebox Festival

MUSEUM EXHIBITION

“Reimagining Space: The Park Place Gallery Group
in 1960s New York,” Blanton Museum of Art,
curator: Linda Dalrymple Henderson

SOLO GALLERY EXHIBITION

“Lee Baxter Davis,” Texas Biennial at Pump Project

GROUP GALLERY EXHIBITION

“Photography in the Abstract,” Lora Reynolds
Gallery, curator: Maureen Mahony

INDEPENDENT OR
PUBLIC PROJECT

12:19 Library, Fusebox Festival

WORK OF ART

Let Me Entertain You, Jill Pangallo,
Texas Biennial 2009

ARTIST
Sterling Allen

TOURING SHOW, ART
“Birth of the Cool,” Blanton Museum of Art

JOHN BUSTIN AWARD FOR
CONSPICUOUS VERSATILITY
Michael McKelvey

W.H. “DEACON” CRAIN

AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING
STUDENT WORK

Mark Scheibmeir, UT Department of Theatre & Dance

OLD WINE IN NEW WINESKINS
(OR MARGARITA GLASS) AWARD

Lyova Rosanoff, Steve Saugey, and Shaun Wainwright-
Branigan for their Austintatious libretto to The Bat

NEW KID ON THE BLOCK AWARD
Co-Lab

BODY OF WORK AWARD
Viola by Choice

“A GORE-US LINE” AWARD

Henri Mazza and the Alamo Drafthouse, Shawn Sides
and the Rude Mechanicals, Indiana Adams and
Flash Mob Austin, for Thrill the World Austin



SYMPHONIC PERFORMANCE

Beethoven: Symphony No. 9, UT Symphony
Orchestra with UT Chamber Singers, Concert
Chorale, Men’s Chorus, Women’s Chorus, and
Choral Arts Society

Welcher: Symphony No. 5, Austin Symphony

CHAMBER PERFORMANCE

Golden Hornet Project Presents: Tosca String
Quartet, Tosca String Quartet

CHORAL CONCERT

Verdi: Messa da Requiem, Conspirare Symphonic
Choir, Texas State University Choirs,
Victoria Bach Festival Chorus

OPERA

Dialogues of the Carmelites, Austin Lyric Opera

ORIGINAL COMPOSITION/

SCORE

Between Steel and Stardust (Songs of Texas
Women), Graham Reynolds and Carrie Fountain

Symphony No. 5, Dan Welcher

SINGER
Elizabeth Pétillot, Viola by Choice
Emily Pulley, Dialogues of the Carmelites

INSTRUMENTALIST

Anton Nel, Anton Nel in Recital
Michelle Schumann, Gershwin: Rhapsody in Blue

TOURING CLASSICAL

Onix Ensamble, UT Performing Arts Center

AUSTIN MUSEUM or ART

i I had a flashback

of something
that never existed |

TP PN O i

THE LINING OF FORGETTING:
Internal and External Memory in Art
NOW ON VIEW

Downtown ¢ 823 Congress Ave.
Suite 100 * Austin, TX 78701
512.495.9224 * WWW.amoa.org

Tuesday—Friday 10—5
Thursday 10-8
Saturday 10-6
Sunday Noon-5

Louise Bourgeois, Ode d 'Oubli, 2004, Fabric and color lithograph book, page 18 of 36 framed pages, artist’s proof 1 of an edition

of 25, 10.75 x 13.25 x 2 inches. Collection of the artist. Courtesy of Cheim & Read, New York. Photo: Christopher Burke

The Austin Museum of Art is Funded in part by Art Alliance Austin, Museum Trustees, Members and Patrons. Additional
support is provided by the City of Austin through the Cultural Arts Division and the Texas Commission on the Arts.

Music by:

Lil Cap’n Travis

o DJ Lyman Hardy
- The Learning Secrets

Teresita Fernandez, Stacked Waters, 2009, Cast acrylic, Commissioned by the Blanton Museum of Art through the generosity of Jeanne and Michael Klein, 2009

Great Art. Great Music. Great Drinks. Great Time.

This month, immerse yourself in Stacked Waters, the new atrium
installation by Teresita Fernandez. Austin-based artist Luke
Savisky and DJ Lyman Hardy enhance the experience with a spe-
cial light and sound installation in the Smith Building foyer. Plus,
enjoy free appetizers, cash bar, art activities, and more.

$5 members / $10 non-members
Free B scene admission with membership purchase
Music curated by Transmission Entertainment

ﬂ The B |anton MLK at Congress | (512) 471 - 7324

Museum of Art  Austin, TX www.blantonmuseum.org

BILLMAHER

Friday, July 10,2009

!:“: =
_ The University of Texas Performing Arts Center e
i oA BASS CONCERT HALL '

" Tickets available at all Texas Box Dffice outlets, including most
H-E-B stores. Bass Concert Hall ticket office. by phone al 600-982-BEVD
or online at ULPAC.org of SIONECilyattractions.com.

Froduced by Stone City Atiractions - www.stonecityattractions.com
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STYLE

CONVALESCING I'm still reeling from my trip to Galveston last week. Aside from the daily
reminders of my little scabs and soreness as the deep abrasions try to heal, my leg has devel-
oped a cankle — you know, like when Nancy Reagan’s calves were the same size as her ankles.
They’re called cankles. No woman wants them. You can only imagine that she’'d at least be mar-
ginally distressed by this condition, constantly having to break in every shoe because of bunions
and fallen arches (said an unidentified shoe sales person). But when it rains, it pours. What
looked like a few deep scratches within days turned into a swollen, hot inferno, too tender to
touch. And while my nose was indeed broken in the “bicycle” contretemps, it doesn’t appear that
Owen Wilson has anything to be afraid of, and it only hurts when | wear my Vulgari sunglasses.

AN ANGELIC CELEBRATION The wonderful
Locks of Love organization benefited last night
from something cleverly called She Gave Us
Wings: A Tribute to Farrah Fawcett, who is val-
iantly battling cancer. The evening was chaired by
Nina Seely, Gail Chovan, and M.P. Mueller,
and spirits were high. Farrah, though not in atten-
dance, was definitely there in spirit. The coolest
part of the evening was the call for attendees to
bring photos of themselves sporting Farrah’s
famed winged hairstyle. | was fortunate to get
the human steamroller at Austin Film Society
known as Shannon Moody to track down the
film tribute to Farrah that | had put together for
the Texas Film Hall of Fame when Farrah was
inducted, and the actress was so charmingly dis-
mayed by her award. She was the tiniest, most
birdlike creature that I'd ever seen. At the event,
she clung to my arm as if her life depended on
it. | love that the Austin ladies are honoring
Farrah, a Texas legend, now, while she is alive.
But then again, Farrah will live forever.

l D E S| G N www.idodesign.com

WEDDING INVITATIONS AS UNIQUE AS YOU ARE

Diplominator
She did it!
Congratulate your daughter

on conquering all the challenges

on her road to graduation!

FRANZETTI

MASTERH@]EWELER

3707 Kerbey Lane ® 450-1121

www.franzettijewelers.com

Zach Theatre’s Summer
of Love season kicks off
with explosive portrayals
of Janis Joplin by
Sidney Andrews, Andra
Mitrovich, and Mary
Bridget Davies
(pictured) in their
production of Love,
Janis. For tickets, see
www.zachtheatre.org.

BY STEPHEN MACMILLAN MOSER

SALE OF THE CENTURY Well, it just hap-
pened, dontcha know. | decided on the date
of the sale and made an agreement with
myself to sell off the bulk of my collections.
It was an agonizing decision to make, but
secretly | knew my spirit was encouraging
me to not let the burden of material goods
hold me back. Now, bearing in mind that |
worshipped daily in front of Neiman
Marcus, the idea that | could rid myself of
such earthly possessions was preposterous.
Please. The jewelry? Furs? Hats? Make-up?
Clothes? Cars? Sunglasses? How on earth
was | supposed to do without those things?
Okay, well, | didn’t sell my car, and | did start
feeling shallow about my dependence on
things. After all, they were the things | held
dear for decades — the things that seemed
to protect me and comfort me, some things
that go back as far as my infant memory.
Very few things meant more to me than my
vast and lavish collection of fashion books.

It sounds shallow, but the portraits and
paintings and drawings in these books
inspired me and informed my life. In many
books, there are notes and tags referring to
specific outfits or ensembles — a detailed
history of my background in fashion. A good
bit of my jewelry was on the auction block,

turies practically, or at least decades. | just

Sexy Shoes ¢ Hosiery ¢ Club

Wear * Sexy lingerie * Dance
Wear * Bacheloreite Supplies
Specialty Adult Toys and Gifts

10% OFF
With This Ad

m jiog ay2I0|9Yy2Dg INO JISIA SWOD ‘saydio|dyopyg

512-469-0991
3405 N IH 35 Austin, TX

Lerougeboutiquelcom
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as it were: brooches that I'd not worn in cen-

DONATE

&2 ComputerParts

0C

THE SALE OF YOUR DONATED ITEMS HELFS TO
FUND JOB PROGRAMS FOR PEOPLE WITH BARRIERS.

don’t go out as much as | used to, and when |
do, it practically takes a proclamation for me
to be completely dressed. But then again, if |
have so little to choose from, dressing up will
never be drama again.

Write to our Style Avatar with your related events,
news, and hautey bits: style@austinchronicle.com or
PO Box 49066, Austin, 78765 or 458-6910 (fax).

wvill!

Offering free computer
recycling to the community!

RECONNECT

A DELL | OODWILL ALLIANCE

www.austingoodwill.org
512.637.7100



SEVEN TENTHS: THE SEA AND

ITS THRESHOLDS

by James Hamilton-Paterson

Europa Editions, 406 pp., $16 (paper)
Framed by recurring descriptions of a sol-

itary swimmer lost in the ocean, bobbing in

a liminal space, Seven Tenths is an exami-

nation not only of seas and islands but also

of the human condition. However, not con-

tent with such a distillation of

In addition to the scientists he cites,
Hamilton-Paterson jokes with the likes of John
Donne (“All men have an island, Donne should
have said”), quotes Basho, and constantly
returns to Joseph Conrad, further evading a
genre distinction or simple summation.

Originally published in 1992, the book’s
discussions of coral bleaching, climate
change, extinction, culturally and environ-
mentally detrimental island

this work, Hamilton-Paterson
has filled it with scientific
and historical fact, expertly
blurring the lines of fiction |
and creative nonfiction.
Immediately following the first
drowning-man vignette, the
narrative turns to a geological
survey aboard the Farnella, a
mission to map the ocean’s
floor, or more appropriately,
its “notland”-scape. What

SEVEN

s L

development, and pirates keep
this reissue relevant in the
world of today. Seven Tenths is
not, however, a call to action.
Hamilton-Paterson makes it

ey it s clear that the cultural transi-

y tion from the “cartographer’s
fiction,” the belief that mapping
and naming create actual con-
trol, to conservation is by no
means beneficial. He claims the
entire enterprise of conserva-

TR P

follows are lessons in ocean-
ography, geology, evolution-
ary science, anthropology,
fishery, and, in many cases, the histories of
these subjects, as well a history of Western
exploration. As bland as this may sound to
a reader not immediately sold on the book’s
title alone, Hamilton-Paterson’s poeticism
and wit render even discussions of depth
zones compelling. And for all the details

of sciences and histories, and sometimes
even because of them, he continuously
returns to the condition of man, to man-
made dualities, to the obsession with nam-
ing, superstition, and mortality.

THE CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE:
A MEMOIR
by Nancy Bachrach
Knopf, 235 pp., $24.95

There are the stock phrases, the banali-
ties, we use in the face of tragedy — “pre-

tion is self-defeating, because
to announce something as
needing conservation is to
announce simultaneously its loss.

What, then, is the book about? In addi-
tion to necessary updates throughout, this
issue includes a new essay at the end, “Sea
Burial,” that ties everything up — perhaps too
neatly — thoroughly revisiting the human con-
dition while also mocking the author’'s sense
of fatalism. With or without the final essay,
the book’s focus may sometimes be allusive
but is never muddled, and this is a neces-
sary read for any lover of words.

— Sarah Jean Billeiter

refers to Lola’s place in the family dynamic,
and indeed every one of Bachrach’s often
brutal childhood memories is framed by
what stage of breakdown Lola is in, pre- or
post-shock treatment. As Bachrach and her
siblings keep vigil, they wonder if Lola will

pare yourself,” for one — that
most people don’t bother

to ponder. But Bachrach, a
former ad exec, is more literal-
minded. When her brother
breaks the news of the freak
accident that killed her father
and put her mother in a deep
coma, she wonders: “How do |
prepare for a double funeral?
Pack two of everything? Pack
clothes that are very black?”
Bachrach applies that kind

of funny and raging scrutiny

wake from her coma and, if
so, what state she’ll be in.
“What happens after the
brain swells like a soufflé in
a pan?” Bachrach asks with
typically vivid imagery (one
wishes, however, she trimmed
some of the many extended
similes and metaphors). Lola
does eventually awake, but
brain-damaged, and Bachrach
details every motor and cog-
nitive function her mother
has lost and every indignity

throughout her first book,
The Center of the Universe, a memoir that
recounts her mother Lola’s long — and
frankly horrifying — recovery from carbon
monoxide poisoning.

At the time of the accident in 1983,
Bachrach, then living in Paris, was if not
estranged from her mother then certainly
keeping her at arm’s length — a coping
mechanism she developed early to deal with
her brilliant but disordered mother’s manic
episodes (Lola once hired strippers for
the luncheon entertainment at the Ladies
Home for the Aged, one of the more light-
hearted examples of her mania). The title

heaped on her, too.

If there’s a black-comic angle, Bachrach
will find it. (When her mother’s cat is elec-
trocuted on her watch, she musters a quick
prayer to the god she doesn’t believe in:
“May he find an afterlife of unrun panty-
hose. And may his claws be eternally sharp.
Amen.”) But she never uses the humor to
hedge, and if she held anything back, it’s
not clear from these pages. Lola’s case
is an extreme one, but Bachrach’s book —
unsentimental and all the more moving for
it — is ultimately about a universal condition:
the renegotiation of the adult child’s rela-
tionship with her parent. — Kimberley Jones

CHRCNIC

CHRONIQUE oN
ITS NEW FASCINATION
wiTH PAPER ART:

2005 Slnuth Lamar
512.441.7370

mhe task-obsessed

will appreciate the irony of Jill Syl-
via’'s ‘empty’ ledgers. One aches
for a blade.” - anne narris

austmchromcle.com/

=uunnumm

wqbcvz.mg - 512,420,8557 - AUSM

Q is @ community center run by young gay,
bi, curious and questioning guys ages 18-30.
Owr goal is to build a shonger and more
supportive community in Austin, TX by
volunteering, having social events, and
promoting a greater awareness of men's
health issves.

CLOTHING-ACCESSORIES+GIFTS SR

ShOW Off YOUr
™,

Monthly Discussion Group
June 13,2009 é&pm
Food - Drinks - Prizes - Boys

2408 West Ave
Austin, TX 78705

FIND YOUR
SEXY SIDE

CINDIE'S
LINGERIE
AND GIFTS

2100 5 LAMAR
@ OLTORF
SOUTH AUSTIN
326-9999

00 E BEN WHITE
@ IH-35

SOUTH AUSTIN
383-0611

14106 M IH-35

@ OWEN TECH
NORTH AUSTIN
B70-7444
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CASUAL UPSCALE DINING ~ FULL BAR  PATIO DINING

7 ’ HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS ~ WEEKEND BRUNCH 11-3

EAT GREEN

BTIi::l;iT : _ LE AF H APPY D craﬂ: beers on tap/

An Amerlcan bistro «@

at the corner of Riverside and Barton Springs
481-0100 » www.zaxaustin.com

Splg)fLove

Can Eat I
& ‘a% 419 W. 2ND STREET
: 512.474 LEAF (5323)
ASTEI’S \6 WWW.LEAFSALAD.COM
ETHIOPIAN ¢

restaurant OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 1lam-4pm

C— S ——, .
Dean Keeton & I-35 512/469-5966
www. astersethiopian.com 20D fl n n & pO rte r

THE PLACE FOR A GREAT SALAD

SEAFDOD & S5USHI

Sushi Happy Hour
M-F, 5107

lIJrNDAY HAPPY HOUR |
R SHIRS C0FM - 11:00PM Py $2 Nigiri per piece, and $2 off all rolls

Reservations: 512-493-4900

Corner of 4th & Neches www.finnandporter.com/austin
Complimentary self-parking with mention of this ad

WEEKEND BEER BUSTERS
s u M M E R Sierra Nevada Pale Ale or Seasonal 12PK 120z Bottles $10.99
Dogfish Head 90 Minute IPA 4PK 120z Bottles $7.99
STAHTS Bud Light, Budweiser, Miller Lite, or
Coors Light 20PK 120z Bottles $14.99
H E R E 3 Thurs., Fri. & Sat. Only June 4, 5 & 6, cash prices

NOW OPEN: BASTROP

e Southpark Meadows

= Arbor Walk

* Round Rock = Airport Blvd
* Highway 71@Brodie Lane
(512) 366-8260

COMING SOON: Bee Caves
SEE OUR FRIDAY AD IN THE STATESMAN
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BOOST
by Genesis Today
www.genesistoday.com

The American bottled beverage market has
been subtly shifting, over the last 20 years,
away from chemically flavored carbonated
sodas to healthier options such as water,
fruit juice blends, and bottled teas. Pushing
this trend to its logical conclusion, Dripping
Springs-based Genesis Today has come out
with a line of bottled drinks that are unusually
healthy and nourishing. This new beverage is
called Boost and comes in four different for-
mulations, each containing a powerful shot of
one of four “superfruits”: acai, noni, goji
berry, and mangosteen.

Superfruits
are naturally
occurring fruits,
often tropical,
that contain very
high levels of
antioxidants,
sometimes up
to 20 times the
amounts found
in ordinary
fruits. In addi-
tion to having
such awesome
free-radical fighting punch, superfruits have
very high levels of vitamins, minerals,
and polyphenols.

In each ready-to-drink Boost, 10,000-
24,000 milligrams of superfruit puree is
blended with other natural fruit juices such
as pear and cherry to make the beverage
as delicious as it is beneficial. Boost is
the only superfruit drink to contain 100%
of the daily recommended vitamin C, as
well as 72 plant-based trace minerals.
Each blend is named for its superfruit's
unique characteristics:

Beauty: Acai juice is high in essential fatty
acids and protein and is known to support
healthy hair, skin, and nails. It has also
demonstrated anti-aging properties in clini-
cal studies.

Inner: Noni juice greatly benefits liver and
digestive health and is high in vitamin B3,
folic acid, magnesium, potassium, and zinc.
Although | find all the flavors delicious, Inner
is my personal favorite and, judging from how
fast it disappears from my fridge, everyone
else’s too.

Happy: Goji berries have been all the rage
lately and are reputed to elevate mood, energy,
and libido. Goji berries have high levels of
vitamins A, B, C, and E and have shown evi-
dence of supporting healthy blood pressure
and cholesterol levels.

Youth: Mangosteen supports cellular regen-
eration and has proven to prevent premature
cellular aging. It also supports immune func-
tion and connective tissue health and is
known to combat inflammation and infection.

Boost can be found exclusively at Central
Market and H-E-B.

- Kate Thornberry
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Restaurant Recyclers

LUCKY J’S

www.luckyjs.com

5703 Burnet Rd., 296-9914
Tuesday-Thursday, 11am-8pm;
Friday-Saturday, 11am-9pm;
Sunday, 9am-4pm; Monday, closed

| walked up to the tiny red-and-black trailer
parked on Burnet Road. On one side, an
image of a flying chicken brandishes a
waffle, proclaiming the goods for sale: fried
chicken and waffles, a specialty made
famous by Los Angeles’ Roscoe’s, whose
version has long been regarded as a beacon
of Southern cuisine. The siren aroma of
fried chicken paired with crisping waffles
emanating from the trailer drew me like a
magnet. On the customer side, blue Plexiglas
partially obscured the trailer’s interior and
its occupants. When | stepped up to order
from the tiny screened-in window, it felt a
little like confession — forgive me father for |
have sinned. | proceeded to order the Baller
($14.99), eight pieces of fried chicken with
four waffles. Damn, it was good.

Disclaimer: | don’t recommend this for
anyone counting calories, concerned about
cholesterol or blood pressure, or threatened
with heart disease. Enveloped in thick,

Restaurant Roulette

iy

browned crust and heavily seasoned with
salt, pepper, and a combination of 17
spices that | suspect include strong doses
of celery salt and thyme but whose precise
composition will no doubt remain a well-
guarded secret, this chicken is both greasy
and salty; this is not a criticism. The home-
made waffles have a luscious buttery flavor
with a hint of sugar to them. Though typically
served with syrup, | prefer them just but-
tered. Wrapped around a chunk of crackling
fried chicken with a splash of hot sauce,
the whole ensemble is sinfully delicious.

Chicken-and-waffle combinations can be
ordered in a variety of sizes. The Deal is
four pieces of chicken and two waffles for
$7.99; less ambitious eaters can order two
pieces of chicken and a waffle for $5.99.
Brunch is served on weekends and includes
— surprise — fried chicken and waffles in var-
ious permutations, accompanied by a live
gospel band that plays in the parking lot to
the patrons sitting at the picnic benches.
Look for an indoor dining room in the adja-
cent building to open in the coming months,
plus an expanded menu that will include
other Southern and soul-food specialties.

- Rachel Feit

Event MenuJune 4-11

Opal Divine’s Penn Field (3601 S. Congress, 707-0237) kicks off a summerlong fundraising campaign
to benefit the Breast Cancer Research Centers of Texas with a party featuring Art Bra calendar
models signing calendars “free with a donation” and sharing info on BCRC. The Drink Pink fundraising
campaign will continue all summer, with Opal’s donating 50 cents per glass or $1 per shaker to BCRC
for every brilliantly pink prickly pear margarita sold at any Opal’s location. Thursday, June 4, 6-8pm.

Greg Murphy invites all Austin co-workers, friends, and former students of his partner, beloved
chef Roger Mollett, to gather for a memorial potluck supper and celebration of Roger’s life at
Boggy Creek Farm (3414 Lyons, 926-4650). Bring food, beverages, photos, and memories to
share. You can also make donations in Roger's name to Project Transitions and Animal

Trustees of Austin. Sunday, June 7, 7pm.

Central Market (4001 N. Lamar, 206-1000), 101X, and Blue Moon Brewing kick off their
bimonthly free outdoor summer movie series this week with a screening of Raiders of the Lost Ark.
Movies will be shown every other Wednesday evening through August 5, and concessions will be

sold. Wednesday, June 10, sunset.

The second annual Beary Stylish Auction takes place next week at Mercury Hall (615 Cardinal,
www.mercuryhall.com) to benefit the Austin Children’s Shelter. Local entertainer Mandy
Lauderdale will act as emcee and auctioneer, and guests will bid on teddy bears designed by
local fashionistas, boutique owners, and celebrities. A minimum $10 donation is suggested at the
door; all proceeds benefit ACS. For more info, visit the Beary Stylish page at

www.austinchildrenshelter.org/bear. Thursday, June 11, 7pm.

- V.B.W.
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BY VIRGINIA B. WOOD

Wouldn’t you know it — we do a big fea-
ture on new local burger joints and a brand-
new one opens right under our noses just
as the article goes to press. Black Sheep
Lodge (2108 S. Lamar, 707-2744) has
been packed with South Austin diners
enjoying burgers and sweet-potato fries —
along with complimentary pints of beer or
margaritas being served while the manage-
ment awaits a liquor license. Once the
license is in place later this month, Black
Sheep will offer full bar service with 18
beers on tap, including some local craft
brews, plus 60 or so beers in bottles...
Local fans of chef Mark Schmidt’s eclectic
cuisine at the former Cafe 909 in Marble
Falls will be pleased to know that after
sojourns in England and Houston, Schmidt
is now cooking in Austin. The newly relo-
cated Apple Annies (319 Congress,
472-1884, www.appleanniescatering.com) quietly
opened for breakfast and lunch earlier this
week and will begin offering Schmidt's farm-
to-table dinners and full bar service on
June 20. I'm one of those fans eager to
give it a try... On the Asian food front,
we’ve heard about Get Sum Dim Sum
(4400 N. Lamar #102, 339-8434), a new,
quick, casual dim sum spot in the midcity
area between Rosedale and Central
Market. The new concept is a joint venture
from Austin chef Foo Swasdee and San
Antonio chef K.C. Chan. Farther north, the
third outlet of Madam Mam’s (2700 Ander-
son #419, 371-9930, www.madammam.com)
began serving Thai cuisine over the week-
end in Anderson Village just across from
the Alamo Drafthouse Village... The folks
at Kerbey Lane Cafe (www.kerbeylanecafe.com)
were on the “eat local” bandwagon long
before it became a national trend. Kerbey
Lane has contracted with area farmers to
provide fresh, local produce to its four res-
taurants for many years and now would
like for more Austinites to think about
growing their own food. To that end, all
four Kerbey Lane locations will be selling
packets of seeds to prospective gardeners
during the month of June and donating
the proceeds to the Sustainable Food
Center (www.sustainablefoodcenter.org) and its
Grow Local program, which provides educa-
tion and resources to community gardens.
In addition, Kerbey Lane will also donate $1
for every package of its pumpkin pancake
mix sold in June and accept customer
donations to the Sustainable Food Center
at each restaurant... Once the NBA Finals
broadcasts are over in the coming weeks,
I'll be hard-pressed to find something to
watch on television, but | am looking for-
ward to the new season of Bravo's Top
Chef that starts June 10. The Top Chef
Masters cast is made up of 24 accom-
plished and well-known chefs such as
Hubert Keller, Rick Bayless, Elizabeth
Falkner, Wylie Dufresne, Cindy Pawlcyn,
and Texan Tim Love. It should be very
interesting to see how well celebrity chefs
handle the pressure of quick-fire and elimi-
nation challenges without a brigade of
cooks to back them up.
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Restaurant Recyclers

From earth to table and back again

It may come as a surprise to some Chronicle
readers that although the city of Austin is com-
mitted to residential single-stream recycling,
local businesses are not allowed to join in this
popular program. This is particularly frustrat-
ing for restaurants; estimates hold that 79% of
what ends up in a food-service Dumpster is
actually recyclable. The sheer volume of wine
and beer bottles alone generated in a single
evening at a restaurant or bar is astounding;
multiply that by the hundreds of bars and res-
taurants we are blessed with here in Austin,
and it paints a dispiriting picture of regrettable
and pointless waste. In addition to glass, res-
taurants generate copious amounts of card-
board, cans, plastic, and preconsumer vegeta-
tive waste (onion skins, apple cores, eggshells,
orange peels, celery tops, corn husks, etc.).

In fact, food service is the largest single
contributor to landfill space nationally, and
landfills (not cattle) are the biggest producers
of methane gas, a significant contributor to
global warming. Methane outgassing in land-
fills is caused by food wastes decomposing
anaerobically, without sufficient oxygen.
Methane is a less well-known greenhouse gas
than carbon dioxide, but it’s far more potent,
having, pound for pound, 21 times the atmo-
sphere-warming impact of CO,.

Chef Jimmy Mitchell, a native Texan, has
returned to Austin after a remarkable national
career to start a new company whose mission is
to help restaurants go “green” and reduce their
landfill contributions.

Fittingly named Restau-

rant Recyclers, it is a ser-

vice that diverts all recy-

clable matter — including

the food wastes — out of

food service Dumpsters

and redirects it to better

channels. The plastic,

cans, glass, and other

recyclables are hauled to

Ecology Action, and the

cardboard and precon-

sumer vegetative wastes

are hauled out to the countryside to be com-
posted at Spicewood Gardens into beneficial
humus. Humus is the organic component of
soil; compost is the term used for man-made
humus. Composting is an aerobic, oxygenating
process that does not produce methane.

Mitchell has the expertise to redirect these
waste streams in a cost-effective manner, due
in large part to his varied background in the
food service industry: He has been both chef
and master gardener at progressive restaurants
and wineries around the country. He became
a certified master gardener and composter in
1991 through the Texas A&M Harris County
Agricultural Extension and then went on to
earn a degree from the prestigious Culinary
Institute of America in New York City.
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He then worked in Northern California
with celebrated chef John Ash at the Valley
Oaks Food and Wine Center at Fetzer
Vineyards, where great emphasis was placed
on achieving sustainability. While at Valley
Oaks, Mitchell was exposed to cutting-edge,
ecologically conscious chefs such as Alice
Waters, Charlie Trotter, and Annie Somerville.
“In California, we composted everything,”
remembers Mitchell. “Fetzer Vineyards had
the biggest compost pile in Mendocino
County; it had to be half an acre.”

Mitchell then returned to Texas, where he
made a name for himself as executive chef at
the Rainbow Lodge and Vallone’s steak house
in Houston, before taking charge of the River-
song Lodge in Alaska, Gaido’s in Galveston,
and the Hilltop Herb Farm in Cleveland,
Texas. At most of these restaurants, Mitchell
used his composting and gardening back-
ground to grow spectacular kitchen gardens,
thus providing himself with the freshest and
choicest of ingredients.

“It’s time to get people out of the throw-
away habit,” says Mitchell. “As a chef, I have
always been aware of how much organic waste
a kitchen generates. As a gardener, I know
how to use that waste to make something
worthwhile: compost. With compost to fertil-
ize, organic produce can be grown that has the
superior flavor chefs are looking for.

“The ideal touted in California, ‘from farm to
table, is really only half of the story,” Mitchell

avers. “It really ought to
be, ‘from earth to table
and back to the earth.’
That’s the cycle of life!”
Mitchell makes his
compost using the sheet-
layering method, where
humus is made by layer-
ing “green” nitrogen-rich
organic matter (fruits,
vegetables, grains, grass
clippings) with “brown”
carbon-rich organic mat-
ter (wood chips, card-
board, leaves, or hay) in an open-air environ-
ment, regularly turning the pile to allow oxygen
to enter. This allows the organic matter to break
down aerobically (with oxygen). Nutritionally
rich soil is densely packed with humus, because
aerobic decomposition is an essential part of
replacing nutrients in the soil.

Gardeners tend to be compost fanatics,
because compost is the gentlest, most effective
fertilizer there is; unlike chemical fertilizers,
compost builds up the soil rather than “burn-
ing” or sterilizing it. The fact that we haven’t
been returning organic waste matter into our
agricultural areas has accelerated the depletion
of our topsoil; it’s a terrible shame, because a
hundred years ago, our Great Plains had virgin
soil of unprecedented fertility, making our
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“breadbasket” an agricultural marvel. The prac-
tice of farming as agribusiness has allowed our
seemingly endless supply of topsoil to erode and
wash away down the Mississippi River, along
with petroleum-based pesticides and fertilizers.
In addition to decimating the topsoil, this runoff
has created an oxygen-deprived “dead zone” the
size of New Jersey in the Gulf of Mexico.

Compost, on the other hand, does not wash
out into rivers and streams, causing imbal-
ances of phosphorus and algae blooms that
threaten wildlife and fish populations. Addi-
tionally, it encourages the varieties of micro-
bial soil organisms that best nourish plants
and adds essential micronutrients to the soil
in a way synthetic fertilizers cannot.

It seems like a no-brainer to compost our food
wastes rather than dumping them into over-
crowded landfills where they release damaging
greenhouse gases. By composting these wastes,
we can improve our soil and slow down global
warming. In municipalities across the United
States, progressive cities are starting to adopt
composting as a viable alternative to landfilling.
New composting facilities experienced a 391%
increase between 1997 and 2003, and cities like
San Francisco and Seattle are putting mandatory
recycling and composting laws on the books.

Restaurant Recyclers is poised to help bring
Austin into this wave of the future — helping
Austin restaurants that want to run a cleaner,
greener ship while simultaneously reducing
their Dumpster volume. First, Mitchell per-
sonally conducts a waste audit to assess what
a restaurant needs in order to effectively redi-
rect its waste stream. Then Restaurant
Recyclers provides receptacles and signage for
each type of waste and, if needed, can train
kitchen staff not only to use the new system
but also to prep vegetables and fruits in ways
that reduce the amount of waste. “I can show
kitchen workers how to cut up peppers so that
little more than a tablespoon of it needs to be
thrown away and how to slice up a tomato so
that 99.9 percent of it is usable,” says Mitchell.
He creates a schedule for collection of the
recyclable materials and kitchen scraps, and
Restaurant Recyclers hauls it all away in

'\l Jimmy Mitchell makes sense
- and compost - out of

55-gallon barrels carried on flatbed trailers. “I
have structured this service so that it will not
cost restaurants any more than they are
already spending,” avers Mitchell. “Our fee
comes out of the savings that restaurants real-
ize on reduced Dumpster hauling. They can
go green without spending an extra dime.”

Out at Mitchell’s Bee Creek composting site
on Highway 71, his original compost pile has
grown from 32 cubic yards to 500 cubic yards
since the first of March, when Restaurant
Recyclers went into operation. When the enor-
mous tarpaulin that holds in necessary moisture
is peeled back, it reveals rich, chocolate-brown
compost. The crumbling compost exudes a heav-
enly aroma like that of an old-growth forest floor.
I am an avid home composter, and I have to say
that the quality of Mitchell’s compost, especially
after such a relatively short time, is proof positive
of his master composter credentials.

When the compost has reached the humus
stage, Mitchell will be selling it for $4 for a
40-pound bag under his Chef’s Compost label.
Unlike otherlocally available composts, Mitchell’s
is sold “prescreened” (sifted through hardware
cloth) and ready to use. It will also be available
for $40 a cubic yard, for those who need large
amounts of humus to renew their soil.

Right now, Restaurant Recyclers is working
with Newflower Farmers Market and Primizie
Osteria; other chef-driven establishments that
are already in the organic, local-food mindset
are likely to be signing up in the coming weeks.
But in this difficult business cycle, Mitchell may
need to be able to make his service cheaper than
conventional garbage collection before conser-
vative or corporate restaurants decide to make a
switch. If the city, in its efforts to promote green
policies, were to give area businesses tax credits
for recycling, or even admit local restaurants to
the single-stream program, it would make a
huge difference; decreased landfill usage alone
could make such a change feasible. In the
meantime, Restaurant Recyclers will be there for
those who aren’t willing to wait for government
to catch up with the people. |

Contact Restaurant Recyclers at 466-0575, or see
www.restaurantrecyclers.com.



Eastside Cafe co-owner Dorsey Barger
readily admits it might never have occurred to
her to begin a recycling program when she
and Elaine Martin bought Carla’s Restaurant
in East Austin 21 years ago, if a system had
not already been in place. “Carla was already
doing some recycling, so we just kept it up,”
she recalls. In fact, “keeping up” with the
established program doesn’t even begin to
describe the depth of Barger's commitment;
she’s now a self-described recycling fanatic. “I
literally feel bad when | see recyclable things
being thrown away - | have to do something.”

Eastside Cafe’s recycling system is remark-
ably thorough and starts with staff training at
every position. Wait people are taught to sort
everything on the trays they bring back to the
kitchen: bottles in one container; cans in
another; compostable materials such as cof-
fee grounds and tea bags somewhere else;
plates, silverware, and glasses in specific
places. Every prep cook has a bucket at his/
her station for onion skins, vegetable peels,
trimmings, eggshells, etc. Those buckets go to
the back porch at the end of each shift, and
the contents begin a journey through the com-
post process every morning, eventually enrich-
ing Eastside’s large organic garden.

The dish crew totes the sorted bottles,
cans, and plastics to the recycling bins at the
end of the service alley where they will be
whisked away to Ecology Action by a small
local company called Green Idea Recycling.
“We're paying them more than we paid Texas
Disposal Systems, but they take more plas-
tics, and that makes it worth it to me,” Barger
explains. Used cooking oil is picked up regu-
larly by DieselGreen Fuels, and the grease
trap solids go to Liquid Environmental
Solutions. The office staff shreds used paper,
and a worm recycling system in the chicken
coop turns it into dirt. Barger acknowledges
that asking her fellow restaurateurs to spend
more money on recycling in these difficult
economic times is a tough sell, but she’s will-

ing to discuss her system and share contacts
with anyone who'’s considering it.

Barger’s passion for recycling is not limited
to Eastside Cafe, however. Her vocal advocacy
earned her a new assignment at this year’s
recent Art City Austin event - Green Team
leader. “My partner, Susan Hausmann, has
been on the board of that organization for
years, and at the planning meetings | would
always complain about how the amount of
garbage generated at the event was increas-
ing every year,” she recalls. Her squeaky-
wheel behavior finally paid off this year with
the creation of the Green Team and the imple-
mentation of the Eastside Cafe Recycling
Challenge. Six teams of volunteers from local
nonprofits manned water refill and recycling
stations at the three-day event for the oppor-
tunity to lessen the environmental impact and
compete for cash prizes. Volunteers collected
garbage and sorted out all of the food scraps.
“Texas Disposal Systems composts on such a
large scale they were able to take it all -
meat, bones, dairy products, everything,
which was great,” Barger says.

After the event shut down on Sunday eve-
ning, the teams had collected nearly 300
units of recycle and compost materials - with
each unit weighing about 15 pounds, that
amounts to well over 2 tons of refuse that
didn’t go into the landfill. “It was so much
more successful than | could ever have imag-
ined. Even before we were done, the volun-
teers were coming up with better strategies
for next year. The winning team was a group
called Homewood Heights Community
Gardens, and they used the $1,000 first-prize
money to build a garden shed,” Barger reports
with pride.

In keeping with her boundless enthusiasm
for recycling, Barger is sharing the Art City Austin
Green Team's blueprint for the successful event
recycling program at www.eastsidecafe.com, in
hopes that other event coordinators will find
it useful. - Virginia B. Wood
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OW MANY
SHRIMP

GAN YOU EAY

TUESDAY at Cypress Grill is
SHRIMP NIGHT.

GET 14 SHRIMP
FOR JUST $6.99!
Boiled Shrimp ¢ Fried Shrimp
Grilled Shrimp * Blackened Shrimp

Shrimp Night starts every Tuesda.y at
5:30pm and goes until we close at 10pm.

CYPRESS
GRILL

LOUISIANA CAFE & BAR

www.cypressgrill.net

4404 West Wm. Cannon
358-7474

One block west of Mopac, next to Gold's Gym

TRAILER PARK BRUNCH
SATURDAY anp SUNDAY 8am-2pm
Texas Pecan Frencn Toast

FRiED Clicken & WAFFLES

SuriMP & GRiTs * Mias BReakrast PLATE
Evis Cristo * Homemape Doueunut HoLes

131 Soutu Ist Streer 78704
ToreuysTacos.com 789-2063

YOUR HOMEBOUND

NEIGHBORS NEED YOU!

The number of homebound disabled and
elderly individuals in the Austin community is
increasing, and your neighbors need your help!

Meals on Wheels and More is seeking
volunteers to fill several open routes in North
Austin and East Austin neighborhoods.

Put your compassion in action today.
It just takes one hour per week!

476-MEAL

www.mealsonwheelsandmore.org

512-472-1813 Open daily at 5:30
Downtown at 1205 N. Lamar Blvd. www.austinlandandcattlecompany.com

For truly remarkable steaks served with a generous
helping of Austin attitude, visit Austin Land and
Cattle Company. Serving great steaks and good
friends for 15 years.

ALC

STEAKS
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restaurant roulette

ESTIMATED MEAL COST PER PERSON

$<S10 $$510-25 $88$ 525-40 $$98 $40+

BARBECUE: HOUSE PARK BAR-B-QUE No-frills
mesquite-smoked brisket, pork loin, sausage,
chicken plates, and sandwiches, served from
the same smoke-redolent shack since 1949.
900 W. 12th, 472-9621. $

CAJUN/CREOLE: THE BOILING POT Fresh, boiled
seafood of every variety: shrimp, blue crabs,
crawfish (in season), boudin, gumbo, and red
beans and rice, as well as oysters on the half
shell. 700 E. Sixth, 472-0985.
www.theboilingpotonline.com. $$

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: HOG ISLAND ITALIAN
DELI For authentic hoagies on traditional
Italian hard-crusted bread, this is the spot.
Cheesesteaks and a nice assortment of pasta
dishes round out the menu. 1612 Lavaca,
482-9090. www.hogislanddeli.com. $

FINE DINING: RESTAURANT JEZEBEL Owner/chef
Parind Vora’s delightful spicing and inventive
combinations of flavor show his Indian heri-
tage. The service is gracious and attentive, as
well as bilingual! 914-C Congress, 499-3999.
www.restaurantjezebel.com. $$$$

FINE DINING: SHORELINE GRILL Pan-fusion food
of the first order in the upper-moderate range,
with items such as semolina-crusted oysters
with mango salsa and grilled tuna with sake-
ginger butter. Watch out for the stampede at
lunch. 98 San Jacinto, 477-3300.
www.shorelinegrill.com. $$$

ITALIAN, PIZZA: FRANK & ANGIE'S PIZZERIA This
is where the proprietors of Hut's Hamburgers
prove they can make pizza and cannoli as
well as they do burgers and fries. 508 West,

BARBECUE: SAM’S BBQ Late-night hours make
this spot popular with jazz musicians, but the
great barbecue keeps folks of every occupa-
tion coming back any time of the day or night.
2000 E. 12th, 478-0378. $

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: GALLOWAY SANDWICH
SHOP For Southerners, this is the familiar food
that your granny used to cook. Meat with two
sides done right, and it changes every day. Try
the roast beef and sweet-potato pie.

1914 E. 12th, 482-0757. $

INTERIOR MEXICAN, TEX-MEX: LAS CAZUELAS
Look for a dozen egg dishes for early risers, as
well as machacado and nopales, enchiladas
potosinas, and plenty of Tex-Mex standards.
1701 E. Cesar Chavez, 479-7911. $

SOUTH AMERICAN: CASA COLOMBIA Travel a
mile east of I-35, and you'll find authentic
Colombian flavors in freshly prepared beef,
chicken, and tilapia dishes. 1614 E. Seventh,
495-9425, www.casa-colombia.com. $$

TEX-MEX: ABARROTES MEXICANOS This family
has been making breakfast tacos and lunch
plates for this neighborhood for more than
nine years. Coming soon is the new Mexican
import shop in the back.

901 Tillery, 926-1709. $

TEX-MEX: MI MADRE’S RESTAURANT Excellent
Mexican food in a homey diner atmosphere.
Quaint and comfortable and known for its
breakfast tacos. 2201 Manor Rd., 480-8441.
www.mimadresrestaurant.com. $

TEX-MEX: TRES AMIGOS RESTAURANT &
CANTINA Find all conceivable combos of
menu items, plus specials such as chile rel-
lenos, chimichangas, Veracruz fish, and steak

472-3534. www. com. $$

SEAFOOD: WAHOO'S FISH TACO You'll feel
like you're on vacation here, even if it's only
a lunch hour. Regulars are addicted to the
Banzai Bowl and keep coming back for tacos
and Baja rolls. 509-A Rio Grande, 476-3474.
www.wahoos.com. $

TEX-MEX: JAIME’S SPANISH VILLAGE This unas-
suming stone shack has kept 'em coming back
for more than 60 years. Traditional Tex-Mex is
complemented by the famous Margarita Jaime,
a frozen margarita with fresh sangria on top.
802 Red River, 476-5149.
www.jaimes-austin.com. $$

AMERICAN CAFE: ARKIE’S GRILL This cafe has
been around since 1948, maintaining the
same super-home-style menus and hospitable
spirit. Thursday’s turkey-and-dressing special is
highly recommended. 4827 E. Cesar Chavez,
385-2986. $

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: CAFE MUNDI This
Eastside boho combo coffeehouse/art space/
gift shop serves up sandwiches, salads, and
muffins, plus waffles on weekends!

1704 E. Fifth, 236-8634.
www.myspace.com/cafemundi. $

fo. 7535 Hwy. 290 E., 926-4441.
www.tresamigos.com. $$

TEX-MEX: VIVO Try Vivo’s affordable San Antonio-
style Tex-Mex fare and margaritas on the
decks. 2015 Manor Rd., 482-0300.
www.vivo-austin.com. $$

BARBECUE: OPIE’S BARBECUE Get there in a
hurry, because the pork chops go fast. The
usual sides of coleslaw, beans, and potato
salad keep them company. 9504 Hwy. 71 E.,
830/693-8660. $

FINE DINING: THE EMERALD RESTAURANT This
cozy, candlelit cottage has been known for
more than 20 years for voluptuous European
meals with ample cuts of meat, fish, and fowl
and a lengthy, expensive wine list to match.
13614 Hwy. 71 W., 263-2147.
www.irish Id com. $$8$

TEX-MEX: FLORES MEXICAN RESTAURANT Still
offering delicious grilled items, affordable
lunch specials, friendly service, and good mar-
garitas. 1310 FM 620 S., 263-9546.
www.floresmexican.com. $$

AMERICAN CAFE: DAVE AND BUSTER’S Order a
Player’s Platter, and check out a game on one
of more than 30 hi-def TVs. The midway keeps
the kids entertained while you cheer your team
on. 9333 Research Ste. A-600, 346-8015.
www.daveandbusters.com. $$

AMERICAN CAFE: JIM'S Breakfast fare includes
most of the standards, along with decent
tacos. For lunch or dinner, try the chili burger
with fries or the chicken-fried steak.

9091 Research, 837-1119.
www.jimsrestaurants.com. $$

CHINESE, INDIAN: MASALA WOK This ethnic
fusion spot offers traditional Indian fare
as well as Indo-Chinese dishes: a blend of
wok-cooking and Indian spices with plenty of
vegetarian options. 1100 Center Ridge #300,
251-9696. www.masalawok.com. $

INTERIOR MEXICAN, SEAFOOD: LA MOJARRA
FELIZ Authentic Mexican seafood specialties
by way of Acapulco and Veracruz served in a
small but brightly decorated space. Cold beer,
spicy micheladas, and superfresh seafood are
hard to beat. 8624 N. Lamar, 491-6961. $

ITALIAN, PIZZA: BARIS PASTA & PIZZA Your
basic family-style Italian restaurant, where the
portions are large, the prices ridiculously low,
and the quality is fine. 1501 W. Pecan #100,
Pflugerville, 512/989-8900. $$

ITALIAN, STEAK HOUSE: JOE DIMAGGIO’S ITALIAN
CHOPHOUSE The chilled Frutti de Mare plate
and all of the chops are first-class. The place
exudes post-World War Il elegance, including live
jazz. Dress up, and bring your American Express
card. 11410 Century Oaks Terrace, 835-5633.
www.joedimaggi com. $$$%

JAPANESE: BELUGA JAPANESE RESTAURANT
This place offers a wide variety of fresh, afford-
able sushi and tempura. Try the Ahi Tower.

661 Louis Henna Blvd. #300, Round Rock,
512/255-6454. www.belugasushi.net. $$$

PIZZA: OASIS MEDITERRANEAN CAFE & PIZZA
Start with crumbled feta, biting radish slices,
and parsley garnishing a basket of hot flat
bread. Kebab plates are another option, with
tender meats and lightly charred vegetables.
14735 Bratton #105, 251-5777.
www.oasis-pizza.com. $

TEX-MEX: TAQUERIA ARANDAS NO. 4 Mexican
breakfasts, sweet horchata, and the sunny
red-and-white interior could whisk the fog out
of anyone’s morning brain. 834 Rundberg,
835-4369. $

BURGER JOINT, TEX-MEX: JALAPENO JOES
Present yourself at the window, and order an
Angus beef burger or the pile of Tex-Mex sus-
tenance known as the Alonzo Platter, but save
room for Emest’s Enchiladas. 4905 Airport,
451-3326. www.jalapenojoes.com. $

CHINESE, VIETNAMESE: KIM PHUNG CHINESE
& VIETNAMESE RESTAURANT Most folks go
for the bowls of pho or for the bun, but you
should give the dinners a try. The hot and sour
soup rocks, and the lunch specials are deli-
cious, big, and cheap. 7601 N. Lamar Ste. I,
451-2464. www.kplamar.com. $

CONTINUED ON P.42
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How does it work?

1. choose a dish from the belt 2. serve yourself & en
3. stack your plates 4. check out with a wait pe

6519 N. Lamar

kogsushitrain.com
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Rastaurani Launge Mighlelub

219 W. 4th st.
(512) 474-2194
www.219west.com
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QUBIWORIDTIRADITION AEETSNEWNNOR ERINNQUATION

SHOAL CREEK

SALOON

Catfish Color T.V.

107 apsm

At Round Rock Crossing . #88 g
Shopping Center G
J107 8. IH 35, Round Rock
(512) 310-COAL

WwWw.pizzeriacorvina.com

> 30% OFF

909 N. Lamar @ ) Y (® 512.474.0805 4+
x EI‘G‘ »

DINNER DEALS

(after 4pm)

Sunday and Monday X

Chicken Fried Steak ZS
with mashed potatoes, gravy, g
and green beans (only 5.99)

Tuesday

Chicken Fried Chicken
with mashed potatoes, gravy,
and green beans (only 5.99)

Wednesday
Austin’s Best Pork Chop

with mashed potatoes, gravy,
and green beans (only 9.25)

Or try ...

The Shoal Creek Combo
Choose Two: Catfish, Oysters, Shrimp,
Crawfish (only 6.59)

Thursday

Ribeye Steak Night
16 oz. Ribeye with french fries
(only $12.95)

Ortrya... i —
Big Ol’ Bowl of Etouffee
(only $5.99)
Friday
Grilled Salmon
with wild rice and

steamed vegetables
(only $10.25)

IAFANEQE FOOD FAST

eatzen.com

) restaurant & bar |

JALISCO’S

ANY |
ENTREE TUESDAYS |

'1/2-PRICE
FAJITAS

WEEKENDS 8a-11p Py
HAPPY HOUR: MON-THU 4-7p " "RNR

66U Soutl Congrens Avensie * SIZ44S /17
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B“,mentic Mexican Food
all day :

‘MON-THU MON-THU 10a-10p
EXP. 6/30/09

MUST PRESENT
COUPON
e




. K.
e’re keeping it cool!

20% off your meal! +

SANTAxRITA

TEX MEX CANTINA

34THSTREETCAFE.COM BLUESTARCAFETERIA.COM SANTARITACANTINA.COM
1005 W. 34TH ST. 371-3400 4800 BURNET RD. 454-STAR 1206 W. 38TH ST. 419-RITA

NEH LOCATION NOH ODEN!

YOUR SATISFACTION
IS OUR GOAL

Come check out our new
location at the Grove of

Southpark Meadows

LUNCH SPECIALS

PARRER STARTING AT

13000 N. I-35, Bidg. 12, Ste. 200
Let us cater your 491-6904
graduat ion party
(as low as $6.99 pp)
Hotline 366-2465

MUELLER:
1201 Barbar
469-1778

Southpark Meadow

SE08 IH 35 B-300 « Austin

(S1Z2) 85Z-9371

Mon-Thu 18:30-9 Fri-Sst 18:38-10 Sun 11-9

Cedar Valley
12005 Hwy 298 H » Austin
(S12) 288-7879

Mon=Thy 18:30=-8 Fri-Sat 10:38-9 Sum 11-8

RESTAURANT ROULETTE CONTINUED FROM P.40

CHINESE: CHINA PALACE The Palace was huge
back in the Seventies and Eighties, with long
lines and great Chinese cuisine. It's back with
a vengeance and loaded with authentic taste.
Insist on the Chinese menu, and be adventurous.
6605 Airport, 451-7104. $

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: WHICH WICH? This
counter spot offers a practically limitless
selection of customizable sandwiches
designed specifically for takeout, though there
is table space to dine in as well.

4700 Guadalupe #5, 533-WICH.
www.whichwich.com. $

FINE DINING: VINO VINO Comfy decor, great
wines, surprisingly good food, and reasonable
prices keep everybody coming back.

4119 Guadalupe, 465-9282.
www.vinovinotx.com. $$

PIZZA: THE PARLOR HYDE PARK The jukebox
may be different, but expect the same fresh,
innovative pizzas at this new outpost of the
popular punk parlor on North Loop.

4301 Guadalupe, 323-0440.
www.myspace.com/ theparlor. $

TEX-MEX: JULIO’S CAFE The vegetarian taco with
perfectly grilled zucchini and summer squash
is a favorite, along with the enchiladas, chalu-
pas, and fajitas. 4230 Duval St., 452-1040.
www.juliosaustin.com. $

THAI: THAI VILLAGE Enjoy a classy but still
affordable meal and very artful food presenta-
tion. 6406 N. I-35 #1550, 452-3888.
www.thaivillageaustin.com. $$

AMERICAN CAFE: NUTTY BROWN CAFE Good
food, good prices, and a gorgeous outdoor
venue for eating steak fries (actually a rib eye
and french fries) under a big oak.

12225 Hwy. 290 W., 301-4648.
www.nuttybrown.com. $$

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: IRIE BEAN COFFEE
BAR “Irie” is Jamaican for the “ultimate
positive,” so you'll find free Wi-Fi, coffee, and
occasional live music. Try the roasted veg-
etable sandwich or the muffuletta.

2310 S. Lamar, 326-4636.
www.iriebean.com. $

INTERIOR MEXICAN: JANITZIO MEXICAN
RESTAURANT Grab a couple of cocas en
botellas from the icebox, and choose from
among the Michoacan-style steak dinners,
seafood platters, sopas, gorditas, tacos, and
tortas. 1422 Town Creek Dr., 442-6275. $

ITALIAN, PIZZA: MANGIERI'S PIZZA CAFE A
family-oriented business that serves good
thin-crust pizza, sandwiches, calzones, and a
few pasta dishes and has a children’s menu.
The counter service is friendly, and takeout
is fast and easy. 5900 W. Slaughter #490,
301-0063. www.mangieris.com. $

ITALIAN: VINNY’S ITALIAN CAFE All the pasta
dishes you'd expect, as well as a number
of specialty pizzas. Vinny's offers lunch on
Saturdays and an updated wine list.

1003 Barton Springs Rd., 482-8484. $$

JAPANESE: DK SUSHI After 7pm, this sushi
show is for 21 years and up, which gives us
some idea of the party put on nightly by chef
DK Lee. The menu features both Korean and
Japanese favorites. 6400 S. First, 326-5807.
www.dksushi.com. $$$

STEAK HOUSE: OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE
Pedestrian fare for those lacking elevated
taste. Nothing remotely Aussie about the
place except the schtick. Bloomin” Onions
are good, but bring your own dipping sauce.
4211 S. Lamar, 383-8024.
www.outhacksteakhouse.com. $$

TEX-MEX: CHUY’S BARTON SPRINGS Hubcaps,
colored lights, and a velvet Elvis; this is
Austin-style Tex-Mex at its tacky, funky best.
Almost always busy.

1728 Barton Springs Rd., 474-4452.
www.chuys.com. $$

TEX-MEX: MAUDIE’S HACIENDA In this “Tex-Mex
Heaven” breakfast is served every day and
the margaritas are made with fresh-squeezed
juices. But no sign of guardian angels, and
Maudie’s still charges for the food.

9911 Brodie, 280-8700.
www.maudies.com. $$

AMERICAN CAFE: CAIN & ABELS This longtime
UT Greek hangout in West Campus is best
known as a watering hole but also serves
salads, soups, wraps, and breakfast tacos all
day. 2313 Rio Grande, 476-3201.
www.cainandabels.com. $

AMERICAN CAFE: HOLE IN THE WALL Music: It's
not just for breakfast anymore. Food is finally
back on the menu here. Try a burger at one of
the picnic tables in back. 2538 Guadalupe,
477-4747. www.holeinthewallaustin.com. $

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: TEXAS FRENCH
BREAD The bright, comfortable dining room is
populated with students enjoying Hyde Park
fudge cake, Hobbit Bread, hearty sandwiches,
soups, and salads. Great for breakfast.

2900 Rio Grande, 499-0544.
www.texasfrenchbread.com. $

CHINESE: MINGS CAFE Applying the concept of
yin and yang in Chinese cooking, this casual

spot offers simple, recognizable food that peo-

ple like to eat. 2604 Guadalupe, 476-8888.
www.myspace.com/mingsaustin. $

INTERNATIONAL: BOOMERANG’S GOURMET
VEGGIE & MEAT PIES Find more than 11
different flavors of authentic Aussie meat pies
in flaky crusts. Very friendly counter folks and
great coffee, too. 3110 Guadalupe #150,
380-0032. www.boomerangspies.com. $

MIDDLE EASTERN: KISMET CAFE Serving
Mediterranean-American cuisine, Philly subs,
gyros, and salads. 411 W. 24th, 236-1811.
www.kismetcafe.net. $$

PIZZA: MILTO’S This longtime UT-area institution
serves both Italian and Greek specialties.
The wonderful weekday lunch specials are
both filling and cheap. 2909 Guadalupe,
476-1021. $$

TEX-MEX: HORNITOS TEX-MEX CAFE You'll get a
square deal and a fresh meal at this no-frills
Tex-Mex spot. 3704 N. I-35, 524-4195. $

AMERICAN CAFE: THE KITCHEN DOOR Don't
miss the meat-loaf sandwich and creamy
chicken salad at this take-out spot. Baked
goods here such as cinnamon rolls, cream-
cheese brownies, and Texas spice cake epito-
mize old-fashioned cooking.

2504 Lake Austin Blvd., 236-9200.
www.thekitchendoor.us. $

CAJUN/CREOLE: MS. B'S AUTHENTIC CREOLE
RESTAURANT The northern outpost of this
former East Austin favorite brings the same
great taste of the Crescent City. An affordable
but well-chosen wine list and sensational des-
serts. 8105 Mesa Ste. A, 372-9529.
www.mshscreole.com. $$

FINE DINING, ITALIAN: SIENA RISTORANTE
TOSCANA Loyal customers from the Loop 360
set enjoy hearty roast meats, homemade pas-
tas, a liberal use of truffle oil, and the glow of
a crackling fire. 6203 Capital of TX Hwy. N.,
Bldg. B, 349-7667.
www.sienarestaurant.com. $$$$

FRENCH: LA MADELEINE Diners slide their trays
down the cafeteria-style line to order quiches,
salads, soups, and sandwiches on dense
homemade breads and croissants.

9828 Great Hills Trail #650, 502-2474.
www.lamadeleine.com. $$

ITALIAN: 360 UNO TRATTORIA & WINE BAR
Before you have the espresso of your dreams,
treat yourself from this expansive menu.
3801 Capital of Texas Hwy. N. Ste. G-100,
327-4448. www.360uno.com. $$

PIZZA: MARYE'S GOURMET PIZZA You may
crave a conventional Margherita pizza or some-
thing really wild like the Diablo - a combina-
tion of Roma tomatoes, chipotle mayonnaise,
red onions, smoked turkey, and jalapefio-jack
cheese. 3663 Bee Caves Rd., 327-5222.
www.maryesgourmetpizza.com. $$

SEAFOOD: CATFISH PARLOUR When the gang's
hungry, take a crowd to eat in, or arrange to
have them cater your next outdoor fish fry.
11910 Research, 258-1853.
www.catfishparlour.com. $$

SPANISH: SEGOVIA SPANISH RESTAURANT
You'll find traditional tapas, roasted meats,
and paella. They also have a full bar and live
flamenco on weekends.

7010 Hwy. 71 W. #180, 579-0726.
www.segoviaaustin.com. $$

TAKEOUT: SASHA'S RUSSIAN MARKET This
grocery and deli offers a selection of blintzes,
fresh-smoked and marinated fish, caviar,
top-quality meats, and Russian breads. The
daily lunch specials ensure a surprise treat for
every visit. 7817 Rockwood, 459-1449. $

FRESH BREAD

GENIUS [
& . |
-:'

FRESH BREAD

COACH'S CORNER IS BACK ON OUR NEW WEBSITE

SPECIAL:

Clussic Cld

28349 /8449

THUNDERC UDSUBS austin's original sub shop | 8% 7975 | 23 locations around austin wwwethundercloud.comn
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@ALUNCH, SPECIAL M-F 11AM -2PM
WA FRESH Slice w/ 2 Toppmgs

Fit ?’ Plus a Salad $6.50 or. 102"~
— = +;_f 2JPizza w/:2:Toppings $7.25" >
w8 " JAll Pasta Dishes T, 0T |
2 ff-‘_ Under $10. | pizzeRl gl

233 UT@LNI G ﬂ'@ﬂRdNr@)ﬂ

WWW.HUTSFRANKANDANGIES CDM
508 West Ave. 472- 3534t(JUST BEHIND]HUTS)

Insplred by the fare 1ha1 has made Spain famous!”
SampleMemn

- (Alli uems servet}mlhfreshfrml andtoastor spltypolaloes)
~ Manchego (heese and Serrano ham omelette Fried eggs over searedbeeﬁ-

:f.-T_:' Poached eggs over chicken & Serranoham croqueties AW & —‘F‘—Q@d

PN OTaHUef&%ﬂngmn Spanish Style French Toast

T Ejoy 100

(with the purchase of entrée limit 3pp) RQIP gundaYS
Agua de Valencia Spanish Mimosa ~ Sangria Blanco, Tinto or Rosado nappy hour All Day
Made with fresh orange juice, Licor 43 Made with brandy, orange juice o5 Pernod Absinthe
and Cava Champagne and fresh fruit

Every Saturday & Sunday 11:30am - 230pm

440 W 2§ Austin, Texas o 512-236-8020 @ wwwmalagatapashar.com

208 W. 464, Street
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2828 Rio Grande Street € Austin, Texas & 512-478-6666

) &/ 1 All Pints :
FINE &/ :
E’M 3 : $2.50 :

O

ﬂRﬂN Go

ICEHOUSE ™ IBi\iesr™

: after 7pm

IcLE .
THE AUSTIN CHRON t THOUSANDS OF RESTAURANTS |
rESta“ran o l | | e SEARCHABLE BY CUISINE

TYPE AND AREA OF TOWN i

EG HH"HIGL[ austinchronicle.com/guides/restaurant

Sm 'O.UETTE

R E S TA U R AYNNT: WA‘N’_"'"S'ﬂ UISiEly uB.A R

.l * New pnuyate karaokegnoomskavailablcps
: 5 12-4774-33 10

sushi bav

REPPY HOUR

MONDAY -SUNDAY
S-7PM
IN THE T

RIA .
Y52 gggE | CLE - BIS W. 47TH #;

Lunch Specials 11am - 2pm Daily Happy Hour Specials

AUSTIN’S BEST HAPPY HOUR

HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY MONDAY
OPEN DAILY 'TIL MIDNIGHT, WEEKENDS UNTIL 2AM

st
%A%JN\N\NAA%AT

Thank you Austin for 8 Years

Austin’s favorite and most authentic Thai restaurant is celebrating its

newest location. Madam Mam'’s 3 is now open at 2700 W. Anderson Ln. #419.

(Across from the Alamo Drafthouse) ¢ Plenty of Free Parking ¢ No MSG

2514 Guadalupe St. 472-8306,
4514 West Gate Blvd. 899-8525
2700 W. Anderson Ln. #419 371-9930

www.madammam.com
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WILL THE

REAL NORMA
KHOURI PLEASE
STAND UP?

AF'S Documentary
Tour: ‘Forbidden Lie$’

BY ANNE S. LEWIS

Forbidden Lie$ opens with a close-up of
a woman in profile pensively smoking a
cigarette in a darkened room, film credits
appearing within each exhalation of
smoke. Digitally jump-cut to the foot of a
staircase and Norma Khouri introduces
herself: She’s a 35-year-old Jordanian
woman, a Catholic (“er, Orthodox”), a virgin
who had a very difficult childhood with her
own father and who, she says, finally
snapped when her best friend, Dalia, was
killed by her own father in an honor killing.
At that point, Khouri decided that the story
of these killings had to be told. Which she
did in her bestselling book, Forbidden Love
(also known as Honor Lost: Love and Death
in Modern-Day Jordan), and subsequent
publicity tour, presenting herself to sympa-
thetic audiences everywhere as on the run
from Islamic extremists who’d placed a
fatwa on her head because of her stand.

Now, | must say that from the get-go,
Khouri’s Chicago accent and fluent American
jive gave me pause about her claimed nation-
ality, but it was only in 2004 that an
Australian journalist blew her out of the
water, revealing her to be a sham and her
story a hoax. Norma Khouri was really
Jordanian-American: Norma Bagain, aka
Toliopoulos, a married Chicago (told you) real-
estate agent and mother of two — and a per-
son of interest to the FBI for alleged fraud.

It was at this point that Norma — then
living in Australia with government protec-
tion — became a person of interest to
Australian filmmaker Anna Broinowski
(Helen’s War, 2004). Broinowski — who
says she’d spurned the book because
when it came out during the run-up to the
Iraq War it “stank of anti-Arab propaganda”
— became keenly interested in “what kind
of woman could be so brilliant that while
on the run from the FBI was able to rein-
vent herself as she had, convincing the
best minds in publishing and the media
that she was telling the truth?”

Without spoiling the fun of the
Hitchcockian cat-and-mouse game that
ensued between the filmmaker and her
subject, let’s just say that an extraordinary
expenditure of emotional capital and effort
went into the making of what is essentially
a profile of a con artist. On a meta-level,
however, the film is an excellent metaphor
for the doc-making process itself. For

lke Documentary

Anna Broinowski’s documentary unravels the truth about Norma Khouri (pictured), whose
bestselling 2003 memoir about honor killings in Jordan was exposed as a hoax.

Broinowski, the film is more about the
nature of truth itself than Norma'’s veracity:
“Trust no one. Think first. Believe nothing
you are told, especially if it is being pre-
sented as a ‘documentary, which in my
opinion is one of the most constructed
and artificial genres around.”

Austin Chronicle: Did you decide to make
this film as a portrait of Norma, an intrigu-
ing con artist, or to uncover the truth?
Anna Broinowski: Neither. | originally
intended to help her clear her name, as
she promised me that if | took her to
Jordan she would prove that the dead girl
in her book actually existed and that the
book was not a hoax. Halfway through the
shoot, when | realized she was conning me,
too, | switched the film over to a portrait of
an apparently pathological liar. | told her |
had no choice and invited her to still film
with me. | explained |
didn’t want to bury her all
over again, the way the
media already had. That |
needed some more per-
sonal insights from her, to
help me find a more
redemptive ending. She agreed, and we
filmed together one more time in Chicago.
AC: At what point in the film did you finally
decide that you could not believe anything
she told you?

AB: Never. | always felt there was an inkling
of truth in almost everything she said — but
that | would never be able to find it because
it was so deeply buried in mountains of half-
truths. However, in terms of realizing she
was leading me on a wild goose chase, it
was the first day of the Jordan shoot, when
all the withesses she’d promised she’d pro-
vide to my camera failed to appear.

AC: In the end, what is your assessment of
who Norma is?

AB: Goodness — | have very little idea really.
A smart girl born on the wrong side of the

AFS Documentary Tour presents
Forbidden Lie$ Wednesday, June 10,
7pm, at the Alamo Ritz. Tickets are
$4 for AFS members and $6 for the
general public. For more info, see
www.austinfilm.org.

tracks, with enormous talent, a gifted story-
teller who was never given the breaks — so
when the world came calling and said, “If you
are the Norma of the book, we’ll give you a
five-star celebrity lifestyle,” she made her
Faustian pact and said, “Yes, | am the Norma
of the book.” It was a lie, and she knew it,
but she justified it to herself because she
reasoned that spin was the only way to get
the message about honor killings out into the
public. She does genuinely care about honor
killings — | think | should leave the summa-
tion to Norma — she says, “I did the right
book the wrong way for the right reasons.”
AC: What was your biggest challenge in
making this film?

AB: Trying to stay sane — | failed at one
point — and trying to deal with Norma in
the most ethical possible way. Just
because she was a proven liar and was
lying to me, too, did not justify me lying
back to her. So | tried very
hard to stay stubbornly
honest with her. | often
told her too much, which
enabled her to stay one
step ahead of me with yet
another plausible but com-
pletely fabricated story. My greatest fear
was that Norma’s mendacity would rub off
on me and that I'd behave in ways | did not
respect. | think | mostly survived — there
was only one time that | deceived her on
camera — and | told her straight after I'd
done it. It's the moment where | string her
along in the white room, making her
believe | think Ghada is the “real Dalia.” |
then turn the tables and catch her out in
her own lie by reminding her that her book
was in fact already four-fifths written when
Ghada was murdered. When | showed
Norma this moment while we were record-
ing the commentary together for the DVD,
she just laughed and said, “I knew you
were pretending — | just wanted to let you
have your little moment.” |

TV Eye

Film Listings

BY JOE O’CONNELL
OPEN THE FILM FLOODGATES?

The Texas Legislature has given a total $62 mil-
lion to fund the state’s new-and-improved film-incen-
tives program for the next two fiscal years with a
level of flexibility we outlined here recently (see
“Film News,” May 8). It wasn’t easy, insiders say,
with the $40 million increase over the previous
(and first) incentives fund at one point tied to FEMA
reimbursements related to Hurricane Katrina (they
now are drawn from the general revenue fund). Add
$8 million unspent from a previous two-year alloca-
tion, and Texas should quickly be competitive.
“We're back in the game,” says Bob Hudgins of
the Texas Film Commission, who gives major
credit to lobbying by the Texas Motion Picture
Alliance. A big shout-out also goes to state Rep.
Dawnna Dukes, who fought off late slashings of
the program’s proposed budget. Hudgins wants a
speedy application/approval process now, with staff
for this increased from one to eight. The likely first
Austin shoot to latch onto increased incentives?
Machete, Robert Rodriguez’s full-length version of
what had been a fake coming attraction seen in
Grindhouse. Look for it to lens here this summer.

Meanwhile, Hudgins has been dealing with fallout
from Waco, the first film sort of given the thumbs
down, due to a previously untested 2007 provision
barring incentive payments to movies that “portray
Texas or Texans in a negative light.” We say “sort
of” because the big-screen tale of the 1993 raid
on David Koresh’s Branch Davidian compound
hasn’t formally applied for funds. A certain Austin
daily newspaper opined that the provision would
have nixed incentives for films such as The Last
Picture Show and Giant, ignoring the Texas Film
Commission’s ruling that the content provision only
applies to films based on actual events. “We'’re not
making a documentary,” says Waco co-writer/direc-
tor Rupert Wainwright, adding that the filmmakers
have not been told what exactly disqualified the
script. “We’re making a docudrama. At every step
of the way, we've put truthfulness at the top of our
priorities.” Hudgins says the script was reviewed by
a law enforcement official featured in Waco and a
journalist who covered the story, but he declined to
identify them. “If they are depicting real events and
they don’t do it accurately, we've got to say no to
them,” Hudgins says. Wainwright counters that he
and co-writer James Hibberd, a University of Texas
grad, conducted interviews with retired FBI agent
Byron Sage, former Assistant U.S. Attorney Bill
Johnson, and surviving Branch Davidians.

AND THE REST ...

HBO Documentary Films has acquired Bradley
Beesley’s convict-cowgirls documentary Sweethearts
of the Prison Rodeo, which premiered at the South
by Southwest Film Festival in March. Look for it on
Cinemax in September... “Exiled in America” by
Austin’s Angela Torres Camarena was among 12
shorts selected for the Media That Matters Film
Festival. You can see it at www.mediathatmattersfest.
org/9... Owen Egerton, Chris Mass, and Russell
Sharman recently sold a pitch for a film called Big
Feet to lllumination/Universal. It's about a Bigfoot-
like critter who shaves and moves to San Francisco.

Send tips to filmnews@austinchronicle.com.
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In the aftermath of
Hurricane Ike, a group
of teenage filmmakers
galvanizes the tales

of its island

BY KATE X MESSER
PHOTOS BY JANA BIRCHUM

LE B

The lobby of the Grand 1894 Opera House
came to life with young men scurrying back-
stage to change into suits and girls showing
off ball gowns. The line to get in the theatre
stretched around the block. Next door at
Rudy & Paco, the see-and-be-seen crowd real-
ized they’d better inhale that ceviche if they
wanted to get a good seat:

The most exciting film premiere on
Galveston Island — perhaps since Thomas
Edison’s guys shot that footage of the 1900
storm — was about ready to begin.

]

“My winds grew strong, my waves rose to heights
I had never before achieved, and my people left.”

You’ll have to excuse the teachers and stu-
dents of Galveston’s Ball High School. Last
September 11 wasn’t spent commemorating
the 2001 terrorist attacks. For them, terror
was a hurricane as wide as the Gulf of Mexico
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(L-r, back to front) William
Gomez, Mamie Aouqhsten,
Melnikia Smith, Christian
Dierlam,.Jennifer Willcut,
Marie Betancourt, Natalie
Martin, Jovanna Torres, *
Austin Almanza, Rafael Lazo

— whose warm, shallow waters were being
sucked up into the monster storm like Red
Bull during finals week.

“We were all scared; my mom was eight
months pregnant,” remembers then-incoming
freshman Melnikia Smith, whose concerns about
attending a big, new school were suddenly put
on hold. “We packed food, clothes, boarded up
the windows, and had to get our family together
so we could all leave at the same time” — a for-
midable task for Melnikia’s family of 13.

As if the beginning of the school year
isn't jittery enough for new and returning
students. High school students are supposed
to be preoccupied with stuff like football
season, who’s my BFE and when is senior
skip day? This year, however, the typical
seemed trivial. Ball High officially closed that
Thursday, as the island awaited the declara-
tion of mandatory evacuation.

Melnikia now recalls the anxiety at having
to leave their beloved home, which was so
close to Ball High: “Are we going to be safe? Is

austinchronicle.com

“griginally, I'd ask [interviewees] about insurance
battles, water damage, construction. ... 1 don’t really
dwell on that anymore. Now I ask how it affected them
personally. We’re looking at people, not at the
splinters, the nails, and the fallen houses.”

- Hurricane Story Teller Jennifer Willcut, 18

our home going to be okay when we get back?
How about the rest of our family and friends?
And what about the baby?”

The projected trajectory of the ninth named
storm of the hurricane season had even the
most seasoned weather trackers scratching
their heads. Initial guesstimates placed land-
fall on the northern Mexican shore, close to
the border. As hours and then days passed,
the forecast took on the characteristics of a
minute hand ticking clockwise up a coastal
clock. First Brownsville, then Padre, then
the National Seashore, then Corpus, then
Freeport. But a lot of people had a feeling
about Galveston.

Then-senior Jennifer Willcut lives just
north of the island in the small neigh-
boring village of Bayou Vista. It's nestled
against the northern shores of West Bay, with
Technicolor sunsets and inlets that create fin-
gers of waterfront property populated mostly
by middle-class retirees, some families, and
seasonal residents with beach houses — or,
more accurately, bayou houses on stilts. “A
lot of the Galveston mindset,” says Jennifer,
“was that lke was going to be ... well, like
Rita: that it was not going to hit us. A lot of
people stayed; we thought we were invincible
to hurricanes.

“My family — for a couple of days there —
wasn't going to leave. But the day before the
storm, we started getting that gut feeling,”
she says. As waters began to rise, they moved
everything up from downstairs and prepared
to head for Houston. “It was going to be much,
much worse than anybody anticipated.”

O

“The rain was falling in sheets. Hard, rocklike
sheets determined to tear and rip at everything
my people had made, to destroy the life we had
made together.”

“I worked all summer at Schlitterbahn,
and I'd become really good friends with these
exchange students from the Ukraine,” says
Ball High then-junior William Gomez, a burly
and very independent young man who lives
with his father. “They said they were going to
stay for the storm.”

“My dad had the smart sense to leave,” says
William. “I, on the other hand, didn’t get off
the island in time. Luckily, my friends were
crazy enough to stay, too. Around midnight
[12mid of Sept. 11], we went down to the
Seawall, and the waves were unbelievable —
above our heads and beyond. It was crazy. The
next day, the water was too high; we had to
vamoose it to Ball High.”

The island’s only high school had become
the town’s shelter of last resort. The kids in
William’s group were some of the first to
arrive. But within a few hours, the cafeteria
was packed. To add to the surreal experience
of being stuck in one’s own high school with a
lot of destitute strangers, the power went out,
and the first floor took on water, sending all
evacuees upstairs.

Then things went really pear-shaped.

“I looked down the hall,” William tells,
“and I could see this glow. We walked down
the hallway and see a whole block of houses
on fire. The rain, the wind, just everything
blowing. ... It looked like we were in the
middle of the ocean.”
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“So that when the storm retreated — depressed
in its failure at destroying us — we would have a
place to return.”

The sleek and looming edifice of the “new”
Ball High School belies its mid-Fifties edi-
fication. (The original Ball High opened in
1884, the first public high school in Texas.)
The main entrance of the four-square-block
complex features a three-story bank of glass
and Populuxe eaves — quite a contrast against
the island’s row upon row of Victorian 1900
storm survivors and Craftsman bungalows.

Ball High reopened to students on Oct. 7, 2008,
almost a month after Hurricane Tke thrashed the
island. The return to school provided a sense of
normalcy post-lke. It was time for the kids to
reconnect and share stories with fellow friends
who endured similar trauma. “It was all very
helpful,” Melnikia says of this sharing. “The first
day we got back, we all sat in a circle and told our
story. Most of us were crying because we lost our
homes.” What Hurricane Tke didn’t blow over,
the rising waters of the storm surge soaked or
cleared away. Melnikia’s family lost everything.
Their house was uninhabitable, and they moved
to the makeshift public shelter called Tent City
until they could find a new home.

Jennifer and William — who both lost
ground floors and many dear possessions
to Tke — are both enrolled in Robert Weiss’
advanced media technology class, a film-
production and theory class for upper-level
students. The affable Mr. Weiss, 26, could eas-
ily be mistaken for a student at Ball High. The
native Galvestonian has a contagiously earnest
air about him — like a young Ron Howard
(but with hair). Weiss knew that many of his
students would be shaken but that decisions
must be made. Should they continue with the
films begun before the storm?



“Jennifer tells the story about how when
we got back, she was trying to find a way
to forget everything that happened.” Weiss
laughs. “And then here 1 was, “What do you
guys think about making a documentary?’”

“We all knew we were going to do some-
thing about the hurricane,” says William,
“whether it was going to be a 10-minute
video or a great [feature-length] movie, like it
is now. Honestly, when we started, we thought
this thing would just be on YouTube.”

A number of students in Weiss’ various
art and film classes had stayed through the
storm; some had even shot footage. Weiss
recalls, “I told the students: ‘If we start this,
we are going to finish it. And it’s not going
to be easy. There will be days where you hear
stories that make you not want to do it any-
more, and we’ve got to stick through it.””

The class unanimously agreed. The teacher’s
directives were clear: “You need to come back
with two interviews by the end of the week.”

Ike: A Documentary was born.

]

“So that when the roads were cleared and the

buildings repaired, we could move on, restart from

our lives before the storm, before the destruction

and the pain and the desolation and the exhaus-
tion and the apathy towards breathing and feeling
.. and life.”

“Instead of just telling my story,” says
Melnikia, “I wanted to see how everybody
else felt about their story.” So she checked
out a camera to document her time at Tent
City. “At first, most people didn’t want to
talk,” she recalls. “They were a little shocked
that we would start up a program like this.
But then they just came up out of the blue
and started telling their stories.”

“School lets out at 3:30pm, and we stayed
here until 7pm every day collecting inter-
views, editing, working on the timeline,”
says Weiss. “We’d go out right after school,

walk as far as we could for 45 minutes, and
then head back. Everybody we encountered
on the streets was doing the same thing:

throwing their stuff out, cleaning up. People
would be in their gloves with mops in hand,
and we’d ask, ‘May we interview you?’ A lot
of the time, they’d say, “We're too busy!””

But when people began to open up, the
stories flooded in like so much storm surge,
saturating the kids with tales of loss and sur-
vival. William remembers how he felt hearing
one such story. “We interviewed this woman
who stayed at her house. The water came up
to her head. She held a candle above water to
keep her spirits up. After surviving all that, she
couldn’t find her dad. At one point in the inter-
view she’s going: ‘Daddy? Daddy?’ She wrote a
message to him on the wall of the house. Then
her dad was right there. ‘There’s Daddy!’ It
gave me a big piece of hope,” William says.

“After a while, the interviews became
completely different,” remembers Jennifer.
“Originally, I'd ask about insurance battles,
water damage, construction. ... I don’t really
dwell on that anymore. Now I ask how it affect-
ed them personally. We’re looking at people, not
at the splinters, the nails, and the fallen houses.
A lot of Galveston is run by small family busi-
nesses, mom-and-pop shops. [ became aware
of how the community had pulled together.
Before, 1 was so focused my own losses. It’s
entirely shifted the scope of the project.”

As the town grew accustomed to the stu-
dents’ presence and intentions, the group
became known as the “Hurricane Story
Tellers.” “We’d be out on the street giving
interviews, and people would honk because
they’d know it’s us,” Jennifer grins. This
literal street cred helped them move beyond
folks-on-the-street interviews, scoring time
with Galveston Mayor Lyda Ann Thomas,
city father and developer George Mitchell,
and broadcast news legend Dan Rather.

]

“Ike was a tale, a tale of my land, of my people’s
island, a tale we would tell for years to come,
for it would show our prosperity, it would show
our fortitude, and it would show everything we
could become.”

CONTINUED ON P.48

Ball High teacher and Ike documentary
producer Bobby Weiss (I) with his cousin
Aaron (center), an executive producer,
and sister Heather (r), also a producer
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WHEN THE SUN RISES CONTINUED FROM P.47

No matter what outer appearances to the
contrary may imply, high school kids and
their experiences resonate between genera-
tions more than most adults would care to
admit. For the most part, today’s kids like to
blend in and, given the choice, would often
prefer to remain invisible than to stick out
from the crowd. The confidence they do show
at this age is worn like a new pair of shoes,
shiny, sometimes uncomfortable, and most
often squeaky. They still mumble things such
as: “ummmmmm,” “like,” “wow,” “crazy,”
and “righteous.” They still stop in the middle
of interviews to ask if a word they just used is
really a word.

But the Hurricane Story Tellers had no time
to worry about their comfort zones. They
were already wading hip-deep, confronting
their own experiences while documenting the
stories of strangers. It’s only natural that the
focus on a project like this would shift inward.
Weiss remembers: “I saw that they were read-
ing Chaucer, Canterbury Tales, and 1 asked
them about it. “Well, it’s about these guys
sitting around telling stories, and sometimes
they were in the stories.”” During production,
the class also made a point of not watch-
ing similarly themed documentaries, such as
When the Levees Broke and Trouble the Water.
“Just like in theatre: When you are playing a
part, you shouldn’t watch other versions of
your character,” say Weiss.

Melnikia’s family was stuck in Tent City for
more than a month. “It was a little weird living
in a tent. We slept on cots,” she says. Aside
from helping her mom, there wasn’t much to
do except play outside. Some of the younger
shelter kids looked up to the friendly high
school freshman. “I just wanted to teach these
girls some little dances I learned in dance
class. You know, so that when they go back to
school, they can teach other kids.” Melnikia’s
sweet mentoring shows up in some of the
film’s footage. “We still stay in contact.”

As the students’ own stories began mak-
ing their way into the documentary, it
became important to stay true to their own
voices. “It’s not going to be interesting to
people,” says Jennifer, “if we’re all a bunch
of Rhodes Scholars.

“This is like my dream class,” says Jennifer,
letting the healing begin. “The happiest part of
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William Gomez /
my days now is film class. Who gets to be 18
years old and make a full-length movie?
“It’s really nice to see it all come to fruition.
Is that a word: fruition?”

U

“Ike took my people and made them come togeth-
er; it took my people and forced them to regroup,
to become better; and to defy Mother Nature.”

By early spring of this year, the doc began
taking shape. Weiss had called in his sister,
Broadway stage manager and documentary
film producer Heather Weiss, and his cousin,
New York documentary filmmaker (and for-
mer Austinite) Aaron Weiss, to join the team
and “push the production side.” The three
have, since their youth, shared ideas and sen-
sibilities and collaborated on one another’s
projects in varying degrees (including an
exquisite video for White Denim through
Robert Weiss’ Modern Plow Collective).

Jennifer Willcut
(1) and Melnikia
Smith (r) at the
film’s premiere

on May 21

i N

“This,” however, according to Robert, “is the
first time we’ve worked together as mentors
and producers.”

Aaron Weiss’ parents connected them with
Dan Rather (whose career, incidentally, owes
much to his harrowing and historic cover-
age of 1961’s Hurricane Carla along the
Galveston Seawall). The crew drove up to
Austin to meet Rather. Jennifer would con-
duct the interview.

“I'd known that he’d been there for a
lot of groundbreaking news reporting, but I
didn’t know just exactly how much stuff he’d
been there for: Tienanmen Square, Nixon. He
became my idol,” says the 18-year-old.

austinchronicle.com

“I expected this tall, looming dude, but
he’s just a typical guy. He was in a polo and
a windbreaker. He just walked over, shook all
our hands, and learned our names. He looked
me in the eye and has that voice that I like to
describe as a ‘chocolate lullaby.””

]

“My inhabitants, like myself, would face their fears;
they would go against everything they thought was
true and prove that a storm was no ending.”

Thursday, May 21, 2009. Galveston’s Grand
1894 Opera House is packed to the rafters.
After a few charmingly awkward puffs of the
majestic velvet curtain, Jennifer emerges to
introduce the film.

“Wow, thanks,” she says. “You’ll have to
excuse me; I am very nervous.” A round of
applause and laughter breaks the tension.
“We made this movie for Galveston, and
I see, here she is!” After thank yous and
applause, the lights dim, and the film begins.
It’s the hometown crowd, a hometown that
lived through the same havoc as many of the
kids behind the scenes and the interviewees
on the screen.

Dan Rather sets the scene for outsiders:
Galveston is not a “cookie-cutter commu-
nity.” There are all different social groups,
races, classes. And the film takes over where
he leaves off, shining a light on the people,
places, and artifacts touched by Ike:

The woman who waded through waist-deep
water to find her family only to find they
weren't there.

The beloved owner of Luke’s supermarket
and deli, thought dead, alive and well, minus
one leg.

The irreplaceable archives lost at the historic
Rosenberg Library.

AIDS psychiatrist Dr. Eric Avery, cit-
ing concern for the layoffs at the island’s
major employer, the University of Texas
Medical Branch.

The woman at Smitty’s Bait House who had
to hop from boat to boat to survive.

Melnikia, comforting the kids stuck in
Tent City.

Student Mamie Aoughsten’s powerful essay
threaded through the documentary as well as
through this article.

Then-freshman Christian Dierlam’s encoun-
ter with strange green stuff.

The journalistic torch passed from Dan
Rather to Jennifer Willcut.

AMardi Gras celebration, set against the stark,
ravaged emptiness of the Bolivar Peninsula.

The mason whose bagpipe rendition of
“Amazing Grace” kept hope alive.

The woman underscoring her chalk state-
ment: STILL WE RISE.

All captured by the big hearts of the Hurricane
Story Tellers. With these testaments, the premiere
of Ike: A Documentary: The Story of a Torn City
Rebuilt by Everyday Heroes became a high-water
mark in Galveston’s ongoing healing process.
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“Because when the sun rises, so do my people.
Because when the sun rises, so does our future.
Because when the sun rises, my tale is told.”

The halls of Ball High School are abuzz with
the same scenes familiar to every high school
across the country. Spring is in full swing, and
that means the end of the school year. Posters
for yearbook sales and other year-end traditions
dot bulletin boards throughout the maze of class-
rooms. The scene in Weiss’ advanced media tech
class is decidedly calm. A sense of relief fills the
air. The premiere is over, and as for the kids? “The
kids who were in my class working on the hur-
ricane doc — this counts as their final exam,” says
their teacher. “Everybody got 100.” (Weiss was
named Ball High School Teacher of the Year)

But the story does not end here. Outside
interest in the documentary has been piqued,
and a visit to New York is in the works. There
will be film festivals and a DVD, with all pro-
ceeds donated to the Galveston Education
Foundation. In the meantime, the Story Tellers
will screen the film at KLRU’s Austin City
Limits studio on Friday, June 12.

And although many of the Story Tellers are
graduating seniors, some are pledging continued
commitment to the project. “I'll be in college
next year,” says Jennifer, who hopes to travel for
any film festivals next year. “As long as this thing
is going, I'm sticking with it. I worked too hard,
and I believe in it too much to let it go.”

It’s a brand-new day on the island ... and
just in time for hurricane season 2009. “We see
this project as a way to give back to Galveston.
It’s not even a documentary anymore. It’s
something we've dedicated to the people,” says
Jennifer. In providing a forum for these local
stories, the wise-beyond-their-years Hurricane
Story Tellers have given voice to their own. Ike:
A Documentary may not end up being the Ike
documentary, but as a labor of love, it serves
as testimonial not only to the everyday heroes
mentioned in the title but to the curative power
of film, art, and collaboration.

“This is the beginning for the Hurricane
Story Tellers,” says Jennifer. “This is not the
end. Just the beginning.” |

Tke: A Documentary: The Story of a Torn City Rebuilt
by Everyday Heroes screens at the Austin City Limits Studio
6A at KLRU, Friday, June 12, 6:30pm. Seating is limited. To
attend, please RSVP to rsvp@ikedocumentary.com by June
11. Media contact: Lily Pollak, lily@ikedocumentary.com.
Visit www.ikedocumentary.com for more info.

The prose text quoted throughout this story is excerpted
from Ball High School student Mamie Aoughsten’s narra-
tion/essay, “The Tales of an Island.”



This Won’t £ —

Hurt a Bit

BY BELINDA ACOSTA

I can’t stand Dr. Gregory House, but I love
nurse Jackie Peyton. Yes, I know Hugh Laurie,
who plays the title character on House, is a
fine actor and that Dr. House is a brilliant
though troubled diagnostician who hides his
pain with his acerbic wit and painkillers.
Readers tell me I'm wrong for not seeing
how wonderful House is and how Dr. House
eventually comes through for his patients
(numbskulls that they are), who are all lucky
to have fallen into his care. What I hate about
House is that Dr. House’s victories (he’s always
right) are full of I told you so’s. (Okay, surely
there are exceptions). But what I really, really
hate about House (well, the doctor and the
series) is that for all its main character’s mad-
dening peacockery, sneering, loathing of the
human condition, and aloofness, House is
deeply sentimental. Not so with Nurse Jackie,
Showtime’s new black-as-tar comedy starring
the divine Edie Falco (The Sopranos) in the
title role. Compared to Falco’s Jackie
Peyton, Gregory House is a candy
striper. And yet the similarities are
hard to ignore.

Like Dr. House, Jackie Peyton
has a drug problem. Instead of
a bum leg, she has chronic back
pain from an unknown injury. I
suspect how she sustained that inju-
ry is key to her view of the world and
her terminally surly disposition. Keeping
her busy job as an ER nurse depends on her
being able to work long hours on her feet,
which, of course, kills her back. Thankfully,
she’s friendly with the hospital pharmacist,
who keeps her supplied with painkillers — and
the occasional backroom tryst. That takes the
edge off the annoying career bureaucrats and
privileged nincompoops she has to work with,
particularly the exceptionally overprivileged
Dr. Cooper (the adorable Peter Facinelli).
His inappropriate response to tense situations
—and Jackie can make you tense with a glance
— would have him fired were he not the new
hotshot doctor.

Everyone who knows and works with nurse
Jackie respects her, but not even her closest
friends know some of her darkest secrets.
The beneficiary of that knowledge is the
viewer. Working in a crumbling health-care
industry where “industry” usually trumps
“care,” Jackie spends a good deal of her time
doing right by the wronged (in most cases,
patients), even if it means bending the rules.
It’s this dance — one that is precariously close
to the edge of what’s ethical — that makes you
root for Jackie and even, 1 think, eventually
love her. And who wouldn’t love a nurse who,
instead of properly saving the sliced-off ear
of a man who brutalized a woman, whispers
into it, “Go to hell,” then flushes it down the
toilet? Did I mention the gallows humor?
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Edie Falco stars in Showtime’s new black
comedy, Nurse Jackie.

Jackie’s many questionable actions are
done in isolation, when it’s just Jackie
wrestling with her conscience. And since

Falco can make reading the newspaper
interesting, all of those decisions
made in those private moments

are deeply compelling.

“Life is full of little pricks,”
the show’s tagline teases. But
just what nurse Jackie Peyton
is willing to do to balance the

scales is intriguing, worth tun-
ing in to week after week, and j