
austinchronicle.com  |  MAY 23, 2008  |  THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE  |  51

DOWNTOWN
AMERICAN CAFE, PUB GRUB: FADÓ Hearty Irish-

inspired food and friendly service make this 
spot a favorite. Hi-def TVs abound, so belly up 
to jeer and cheer.  214 W. Fourth, 457-0172. 
www.fadoirishpub.com. $

AMERICAN CAFE: THE OLD PECAN ST. CAFE For 
more than 25 years, Pecan Street has been serv-
ing crepes and salads, Fat Chocolate cake, and 
wonderful coffee to a loyal clientele.  310 E. Sixth, 
478-2491. www.oldpecanstcafe.com. $$$

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: ARTURO’S BAKERY & 
CAFE Shouldered in between El Mercado and 
Galeria Sin Fronteras, you’ll find Mexican fare, 
sandwiches, burgers, smoothies ... and knock-
wurst!  314 W. 17th, 469-0380. $

BARBECUE: IRON WORKS BARBECUE The Works 
retains its neighborly charm, with modest prices 
and self-serve beer offered from tin coolers.   
100 Red River, 478-4855.  
www.ironworksbbq.com. $$

CAJUN/CREOLE: THE BOILING POT Fresh, boiled 
seafood of every variety: shrimp, blue crabs, 
crawfish (in season), boudin, gumbo, and red 
beans and rice, as well as oysters on the half 
shell.  700 E. Sixth, 472-0985. $$

DELIVERY, PIZZA: ROPPOLO’S PIZZERIA Roppolo’s 
offers a variety of pies at its Downtown location. 
Whether you’re a vegetarian or a carnivore, they 
know how to pile on the toppings.  316 E. Sixth, 
476-1490. www.roppolos.com. $

FINE DINING, ITALIAN: TAVERNA Find a variety 
of Italian staples such as bruschetta, pasta, 
risotto, and pizza. Brunch is served on Saturday 
and Sunday. Indoor and sidewalk tables are 
available.  258 W. Second, 477-1001.  
www.tavernabylombardi.com. $$

FINE DINING, PACIFIC RIM: KENICHI Offering freshly 
ground wasabi root, more than 20 different types 
of sake, and Kobe beef carpaccio, Kenichi has a 
clientele as trendy as its decor.  419 Colorado, 
320-8883. www.kenichiaustin.com. $$$

FINE DINING: STARLITE A longtime local favorite, 
Starlite makes elegant and creative New 
American cuisine with fresh, seasonal ingredi-
ents complemented by affordable wine options. 
Don’t forget to go for brunch.  407 Colorado, 
374-9012. www.starliteaustin.net. $$$

INTERNATIONAL: TASTE SELECT WINES This wine 
bistro serves a great selection of about 400 
hand-picked wines, and the small menu offers 
fascinating food at reasonable prices. Don’t 
miss the house bacon on either the charcuterie 
plate or the panini.  202 W. Cesar Chavez, 
478-2783. www.tasteselectwines.com. $$

JAPANESE: KYOTO This elder statesman of 
Japanese restaurants offers scrumptious sushi 
and other Asian fare. Nonsushi items cover the 
basics in Japanese cuisine, but don’t expect 
surprises.  315 Congress, 482-9010.  
www.kyotodowntown.com. $$$$

TEX-MEX: JAIME’S SPANISH VILLAGE This unassum-
ing stone shack has kept ‘em coming back for more 
than 60 years. Traditional Tex-Mex is complemented 
by the famous Margarita Jaime, a frozen marga-
rita with fresh sangria on top.  802 Red River, 
476-5149. www.jaimes-austin.com. $$

THAI: THAI PASSION The sunlit atrium is the perfect 
setting to enjoy the light, fresh rendering of the 
cuisine of Northeastern Thailand.  620 Congress, 
472-1244. www.thaipassion.com. $$

EAST
AMERICAN CAFE, FRENCH: BLUE DAHLIA BISTRO 

Visit this casual and cool spot for a cafe au lait, 
a cheese plate and wine, or a luscious open-
faced tartine. Tasty and beautifully presented 
sandwiches, salads, soups, coffees, desserts, 
and breakfasts.  1115 E. 11th, 542-9542. 
www.bluedahliabistro.blogspot.com. $

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: CAFE MUNDI This 
Eastside boho combo coffeehouse/art space/
gift shop serves up sandwiches, salads, and muf-
fins, plus waffles on weekends!  1704 E. Fifth, 
236-8634. www.cafemundi.com. $

BARBECUE: BEN’S LONG BRANCH BAR-B-Q 
Smokin’ good barbecue with deep historic roots. 
Solid sides, killer banana pudding, cobbler, a great 
beer selection, and fork-tender meats keep the 
hungry coming back.  900 E. 11th, 477-2516. 
www.benslongbranchbarb.ypgs.net. $

INTERIOR MEXICAN: LAS PALMAS MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT The food is honest and made with 
care, almost as if someone’s grandmother prepared 
it at home.  1209 E. Seventh, 457-4944. $$

JAPANESE: SUSHI JAPON The sushi is fresh and 
professionally prepared, and the draft Ichiban 
is perfect with it. Don’t leave without tasting 
the black cod and the yellowtail.  6801 N. I-35, 
323-6663. www.sushijaponaustin.com. $$$

SEAFOOD, SOUTHERN/DOWN-HOME: MR. CATFISH 
Friendly and funky with a blend of Creole and 
Southern soul foods that aim to please. Especially 
recommended are the catfish, collards, fried okra, 
red beans and rice, and the addictive boudin balls.  
1075 Springdale, 927-6666. www.mrcatfish.com. $

TEX-MEX: EL AZTECA After 37 years of neighborly 
service and rich food, this family restaurant was 
one of the first local eateries to offer vegetarian 
options.  2600 E. Seventh, 477-4701.  
www.elaztecaustin.com. $$

TEX-MEX: EL CHILITO TACOS Y CAFE Fresh, fast, 
and portable: That’s what you can expect from 
this festive corner taqueria. Don’t miss the con-
chinita in fresh corn tortillas or the great paleta 
selection.  2209 Manor Rd., 382-3797.  
www.elchilito.com. $

TEX-MEX: MI MADRE’S RESTAURANT Excellent 
Mexican food in a homey diner atmosphere. 
Quaint and comfortable and known for its 
breakfast tacos.  2201 Manor Rd., 480-8441. 
www.mimadresrestaurant.com. $

TEX-MEX: MI REY MEXICAN RESTAURANT & 
CAFE “My King” boasts guisado de puerco en 
chile colorado, plump chile rellenos, and light, 
tasty gorditas.  1505 E. Seventh, 476-4211. $$

LAKE
ITALIAN: CIOLA’S ITALIAN-AMERICAN RESTAURANT 

The sister restaurant of the Virginia-based original 
has been pleasing lake-dwellers and Hill Country 
residents with its traditional Italian-American reci-
pes.  1310 Hwy. 620 S., 263-9936.  
www.ciolas.com. $$$

TEX-MEX: ROSIE’S TAMALE HOUSE With a quar-
ter-century in Austin dishing out tamales and 
fajitas, they also boast homemade pralines.  
13436 Hwy. 71 W., 263-5245. $

THAI: THAI SPICE CAFE This menu offers fresh, 
fast, reliable versions of traditional Thai fare.  
1310 RR 620 S., 263-2221.  
www.thaispiceaustin.com. $$

NORTH
AMERICAN CAFE, DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: MANNY 

HATTAN’S NEW YORK DELICATESSEN When 
you have to nosh, this is the place to do it. 
You’ll find a good nova platter, kreplach right 
in the soup where it belongs, and nice chub.  
9503 Research #650, 794-0088.  
www.mannyhattans.com. $

CHINESE: SUPER CHINA The old China Garden 
location still offers spiced-up standards that 
leave you red-faced and satisfied. They also have 
a daily lunch buffet.  11657 Research #107, 
527-8888. www.geocities.com/kokng1. $$

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: MAYNARD’S DELI & 
GRILL Try the Jethro Sub, a behemoth made 
with pastrami, salami, bologna, and baked 
ham. Also find big, juicy burgers; chicken 
breasts; and patty melts right off the grill.  
10205 N. Lamar #135, 834-1068. $

FINE DINING: EUROPEAN BISTRO A graciously 
unpretentious ambience of intimate dining 
alcoves and Eastern European classical music 
– the perfect atmosphere for the traditional 
Austro-Hungarian empire dishes that they 
serve.  111 E. Main, 835-1919.  
www.hungarianbistro.com. $$$

FINE DINING: MAIN STREET GRILL An elegant 
oasis whose warm wood and interior columns 
refer to its former life as a small-town bank, 
complete with a wine cellar in the intact vault.  
118 E. Main, 244-7525. $$$$

INDIAN: BOMBAY EXPRESS Predominately South 
Indian street food served in a clean space by 
helpful and friendly staff. Be sure and try the 
fried idli, pani puri, khasta kachori, and the 
chole samosas.  13000 N. I-35 Bldg. 12 #216, 
491-5055. www.bombayexpressaustin.com. $

ITALIAN: ITALIAN GARDEN RESTAURANT From the 
bowl of croutons on every table to the delicate 
herbal house dressing, they specialize in hearty 
Southern Italian, “Brooklyn-style” fare.   
14611 Burnet Rd., 388-1062. $$

JAPANESE: MIKADO RYOTEI Not just for sushi, 
Mikado also serves Japanese tapas, or robata, 
a mix of grilled seafood, meats, and vegetables. 
Great date spot.  9033 Research, 833-8188. 
www.mikadoryotei.com. $$$

PIZZA: MANGIA CHICAGO STUFFED PIZZA 
Delectable and deceptively filling stuffed pizza 
at a reasonable cost. Now going cross-cultural 
with breakfast tacos.  12001 Burnet Rd., 
832-5550. www.mangiapizza.com. $

TEX-MEX: BABY ACAPULCO’S NO. 4 Try this place 
for great enchiladas and multiple flavored 
margaritas that should come with warning stick-
ers: “Muy bueno!”  13609 N. I-35, 670-9111. 
www.babyacapulco.com. $$

TEX-MEX: TAQUERIA ARANDAS NO. 4 Mexican 
breakfasts, sweet horchata, and the sunny 
red-and-white interior could whisk the fog out 
of anyone’s morning brain.  834 Rundberg, 
835-4369. $

VIETNAMESE: LE SOLEIL One of the original 
Sunflower folks brings us a similar menu with 
a few new tweaks. Bottom line: It’s good and 
dependable, and it’s a fave of Viet families.  
9616 N. Lamar #156, 821-0396. $$

NORTH CENTRAL
BARBECUE: POK-E-JO’S SMOKEHOUSE The 

newest location of this Fifth Street favorite has 
the same great grub. Don’t miss the desserts.  
1000 E. 41st (Hancock Center), 302-1200. 
www.pokejos.com. $

BURGER JOINT, TEX-MEX: ALONZO’S/JALAPEÑO 
JOE’S Present yourself at the window, and order an 
Angus beef burger or the pile of Tex-Mex sustenance 
known as the Alonzo Platter, but save room for 
Ernest’s Enchiladas.  4905 Airport, 451-3326. $

CHINESE, JAPANESE: PEI WEI ASIAN DINER A 
sleek diner atmosphere and affordable favorites 
keep us coming back for lunch and dinner. 
Choose your own combinations for noodle and 
rice bowls.  1000 E. 41st (Hancock Center), 
382-3860. www.peiwei.com. $

CHINESE: SHANGHAI RESTAURANT The 168-item 
menu contains enough to satisfy any crav-
ing, from the usual favorites to some exotic 
Cantonese offerings.  6718 Middle Fiskville, 
458-8088. $$

INDIAN: TAJ PALACE Austin’s longest-established 
local Indian restaurant, where the royal court 
cuisine of North India is served in an attractive 
setting.  6700 Middle Fiskville, 452-9959. 
www.tajpalaceaustin.net. $$

ITALIAN: CARRABBA’S ITALIAN GRILL Order from 
the pasta bar, sample one of the wood-fired 
pizzas, or choose a grilled specialty. The menu 
also includes requisite manicotti, lasagna, and 
spaghetti options.  6406 N. I-35, 419-1220. 
www.carrabbas.com. $$$

JAPANESE, KOREAN: KIMCHI SUSHI Simply dec-
orated Lincoln Village sushi bar also features a 
menu of Korean favorites.   
6406 N. I-35 #2343, 453-4111. $$

PAN-ASIAN: MAMA FU’S ASIAN HOUSE Drop 
by to eat in or take out; the ingredients are 
fresh, and the service is great.  4615 N. Lamar, 
637-6773. www.mamafusaustin.com. $$

TEX-MEX: JULIO’S CAFE The vegetarian taco with 
perfectly grilled zucchini and summer squash is 
a favorite, along with the enchiladas, chalupas, 
and fajitas.  4230 Duval St., 452-1040. $

SOUTH
BARBECUE: AUSTIN’S BARBECUE What a feast. 

Ethereal pancakes, fluffy omelettes, homemade 
hashbrowns, and ancho-chile-spiked barbecue 
sauce compete with really wonderful hamburg-
ers. Try the Chorizo Burger. Seriously.   
6002 Burleson, 382-2105. $

BURGER JOINT: WATERLOO ICE HOUSE AT THE 
GROVE On weekends, breakfast is served until 
2pm, but you can get the same great burgers and 
Hill Country specialties anytime.  9600 S. I-35 
Ste. D-100 (Southpark Meadows), 292-7900. 
www.waterlooicehouse.com. $$

CAJUN/CREOLE: EVANGELINE CAFE Casual lunch 
and dinner every day except Sunday, specializing 
in the traditional dishes of Southern Louisiana. 
Terrific food, friendly service, and live music 
most nights during dinner.  8106 Brodie #110, 
282-2586. www.evangelinecafe.com. $$

CHINESE, INDONESIAN: JAVA GARDENS The 
lunch buffet is almost entirely Chinese, while 
the evening menu is mostly Indonesian, with a 
few Chinese items remaining for the regulars. 
The Sunday buffet menu changes weekly.  
1717 S. Pleasant Valley #280, 385-8858. 
www.javagardens.net. $

CHINESE: CHINA EXPRESS CHINESE 
RESTAURANT If you don’t want to shell out 
more than 6 or 7 bucks for a decent, filling, 
Chinese dinner, this is a good bet. Try the sesa-
me chicken.  1913 E. Riverside, 448-3633. $

FINE DINING: GREEN PASTURES The grande 
dame of Austin restaurants for more than 50 
years. Sipping milk punch at Sunday brunch in 
this stately Southern mansion is one of Austin’s 
finest traditions.  811 W. Live Oak, 444-4747. 
www.greenpasturesrestaurant.com. $$$$

INTERIOR MEXICAN: EL BORREGO DE ORO Real 
Mexican food, real corn tortillas, and real Mexican 
Coca-Colas at a reasonable price. Try the birria 
lamb and the perfect picadillo.  3900 S. Congress, 
383-0031. www.elborregodeoro.com. $

ITALIAN: BOTTICELLI’S It may be described as 
Chicago-style Italian, but this popular spot offers 
some sophisticated fare as well. One special, 
the clams with sweet vermouth and roasted 
peppers over pappardelle pasta, had our critic 
swooning.  1321 S. Congress, 916-1315.  
www.botticellissouthcongress.com. $$

JAPANESE: ZEN JAPANESE FOOD FAST You have 
to work pretty hard to spend more than $7 
here. When we want fast, fresh, and tasty food, 
we head to one of their three locations.  1303 
S. Congress, 444-8081. www.eatzen.com. $

SOUTHERN/DOWN-HOME: CHERRY CREEK 
CATFISH RESTAURANT A comfortable family 
restaurant with something on the menu to 
please everyone. Try the fried green tomatoes.  
5712 Manchaca Rd., 440-8810.  
www.cherrycreekcatfish.com. $$

UT
BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: TEXAS FRENCH BREAD 

Still the perfect place to duck in for a scone, 
pastry, and cup of coffee. Check out the sand-
wich menu for light lunch fare.  3213 Red River, 
478-8794. www.texasfrenchbread.com. $

BARBECUE: RUBY’S BBQ Award-winning natural 
barbecue in a down-home Austin setting, with 
an outstanding assortment of vegetarian options 
and side dishes. Available in sandwiches, by 
the plate, and by the pound.  512 W. 29th, 
477-1651. www.rubysbbq.com. $

BURGER JOINT: DIRTY MARTIN’S KUM-BAK 
PLACE Open since 1926, hamburgers, chicken-
fried steaks, and pork chops are still done 
on the griddle.  2808 Guadalupe, 477-3173. 
www.dirtymartins.com. $$

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: CAFE INDIGO Along with 
Seattle’s Best Coffee, you’ll find salads, panini, 
soups, slushies, shakes, and something called 
Creamice.  2021 Guadalupe (Dobie Mall, sec-
ond floor), 505-0052. $

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: POTBELLY SANDWICH 
WORKS If you are still hungry after an Orange 
Dreamsickle Smoothie, try one of the dozen or 
so sandwich options. You really can’t beat a fresh 
lunch option for under $10.  2316 Guadalupe, 
477-0300. www.potbelly.com. $

FINE DINING, MEDITERRANEAN: FINO 
RESTAURANT, PATIO & BAR From the own-
ers of the popular Asti Trattoria in Hyde Park 
come influences from Nice to Morocco, Italy to 
Athens, all ably executed by chef Tristan White 
and his team.  2905 San Gabriel, 474-2905. 
www.astiaustin.com. $$$

PIZZA: DOUBLEDAVE’S PIZZAWORKS Shoot pool, 
enjoy good beer specials, and stuff yourself 
with the campus area’s greasiest and most sat-
isfying indulgence: DoubleDave’s Peproni Rolls.  
3000 Duval St., 476-3283.  
www.doubledaves.com. $$

PUB GRUB: POSSE EAST Beer and burgers for 
the pre-, post-, and during-the-game crowds. 
In-house ATM for those who fit into all three 
categories. Try the Sheriff’s Sandwich while you 
check out six flat-screens.  2900 Duval St., 
477-2111. $

SOUTHWESTERN: MOE’S SOUTHWEST GRILL You 
won’t find heat lamps at this lunch favorite, but 
you will find items made to order using fresh 
ingredients. Try the Homewrecker burrito.   
2270 Guadalupe, 478-6637. www.moes.com. $

TEX-MEX: HORNITOS TEX-MEX CAFE You’ll get a 
square deal and a fresh meal at this no-frills 
Tex-Mex spot.  3704 N. I-35, 524-4195. $

WEST
BARBECUE: POK-E-JO’S SMOKEHOUSE Find 

some of the best barbecue in town at this 
funky compound just blocks from Downtown. 
Offering a large menu of barbecue and sides, 
they also deliver.  1603 W. Fifth, 320-1541. 
www.pokejos.com. $

CHINESE: SUZI’S CHINA GRILL & SUSHI BAR 
Normally priced Chinese food that manages to 
surpass the mundane, sometimes by a good 
bit. Vegetarians, try the eggplant in garlic sauce, 
but make sure you specify “without pork.”  
7858 Shoal Creek Blvd., 302-4600.  
www.suzischinagrill.com/shoalcreek.html. $$$

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: PHOENICIA BAKERY 
& DELI Family-run for 14 years, Phoenicia 
serves up the most scrumptious Mediterranean 
specialties and deli sandwiches around. This is 
one of Austin’s treasures.  4701-A Burnet Rd., 
323-6770. www.farsinet.com/phoenicia. $

INDIAN: INDIAN PALACE The buffet for AusTex 
vegetarians who need a Punjab fix. With a 
menu also blessed with seafood, meats, and 
poultry for the carnivore crowd, the food is right 
on.  3616 Far West, 241-1732.  
www.indianfoodaustin.com. $$

INTERIOR MEXICAN, TEX-MEX: EL CARIBE A little-
known jewel serving a mix of Interior Mexican 
and more-conventional Mexican fare. Tastes are 
authentic, the prices are very reasonable, and por-
tions are huge.  5610 N. Lamar, 452-6207. $$

ITALIAN: BELLAGIO ITALIAN BISTRO Don’t plan 
on arriving late and having a leisurely dining 
experience – they like to close the kitchen as 
soon as the dinner rush starts to slow down.  
6507 Jester, 346-8228.  
www.bellagioitalianbistro.com. $$$$

JAPANESE: MARU JAPANESE CUISINE & SUSHI 
BAR This inviting little spot offers high-quality 
sushi and sashimi at reasonable prices, as 
well as noodle bowls, teriyaki, bento boxes, 
and tempura. Keen attention to detail makes 
this a place to remember.  4636 Burnet Rd., 
458-6200. www.austinmaru.com. $$

MEDITERRANEAN: TINO’S GREEK CAFE Northwest 
Austin’s gift to the Greek culinary gods. Great 
prices and portions served from a cafeteria 
line, with oodles of choices for carnivores and 
vegetarians alike.  13450 Research #237, 
336-5999. $$

TEX-MEX: LA COCINA DE CONSUELO This tiny 
yet first-class Mexican food restaurant provides 
both sit-down and take-out meals, as well as 
exceptional, professional Mexican catering for 
your big event.  4516 Burnet Rd., 524-4740. 
www.consueloskitchen.com. $
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www.thealligatorgrill.com

HAPPY
HOUR
EVERY
DAY
3-7PM

10¢ SHRIMP
25¢ OYSTERS
35¢ WINGS!

Art Cafe and Bakery
Gluten Free & Delicious !

Veggie &
Vegan
always

available

3663 Bee Cave Austin 78746

www.wildwoodartcafe.com
327-9660
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2525 W. Anderson Ln. in Northcross Mall  
CORNER OF ANDERSON LN. & BURNET RD., NORTH FACE OF NORTHCROSS MALL

SERVING TAPAS ‘TIL 2AM   300-2660
www.theverandarestaurantbar.com
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low fat FROZEN 
YOGURT

Buy One
Get One Free


