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BURGER JOINT, TEX-MEX: ALONZO'S/JALAPENO
JOE'S Present yourself at the window, and order an
Angus beef burger or the pile of Tex-Mex sustenance
known as the Alonzo Platter, but save room for
Emest's Enchiladas. 4905 Airport, 451-3326. $

CHINESE, JAPANESE: PEI WEI ASIAN DINER A
sleek diner atmosphere and affordable favorites
keep us coming back for lunch and dinner.
Choose your own combinations for noodle and
rice bowls. 1000 E. 41st (Hancock Center),
382-3860. www.peiwei.com. $

CHINESE: SHANGHAI RESTAURANT The 168-item
menu contains enough to satisfy any crav-
ing, from the usual favorites to some exotic
Cantonese offerings. 6718 Middle Fiskville,
458-8088. $$

INDIAN: TAJ PALACE Austin’s longest-established
local Indian restaurant, where the royal court
cuisine of North India is served in an attractive
setting. 6700 Middle Fiskville, 452-9959.
www.tajpalaceaustin.net. $$

ITALIAN: CARRABBA'S ITALIAN GRILL Order from
the pasta bar, sample one of the wood-fired
pizzas, or choose a grilled specialty. The menu
also includes requisite manicotti, lasagna, and
spaghetti options. 6406 N. I-35, 419-1220.
www.carrabbas.com. $$$

JAPANESE, KOREAN: KIMCHI SUSHI Simply dec-
orated Lincoln Village sushi bar also features a
menu of Korean favorites.

6406 N. I-35 #2343, 453-4111. $$

PAN-ASIAN: MAMA FU’S ASIAN HOUSE Drop
by to eat in or take out; the ingredients are
fresh, and the service is great. 4615 N. Lamar,
637-6773. www.mamafusaustin.com. $$

TEX-MEX: JULIO’S CAFE The vegetarian taco with
perfectly grilled zucchini and summer squash is
a favorite, along with the enchiladas, chalupas,
and fajitas. 4230 Duval St., 452-1040. $

SOUTH

BARBECUE: AUSTIN'S BARBECUE What a feast.
Ethereal pancakes, fluffy omelettes, homemade
hashbrowns, and ancho-chile-spiked barbecue
sauce compete with really wonderful hamburg-
ers. Try the Chorizo Burger. Seriously.

6002 Burleson, 382-2105. $

BURGER JOINT: WATERLOO ICE HOUSE AT THE
GROVE On weekends, breakfast is served until
2pm, but you can get the same great burgers and
Hill Country specialties anytime. 9600 S. I-35
Ste. D-100 (Southpark Meadows), 292-7900.
www.waterlooicehouse.com. $$

CAJUN/CREOLE: EVANGELINE CAFE Casual lunch
and dinner every day except Sunday, specializing
in the traditional dishes of Southern Louisiana.
Terrific food, friendly service, and live music
most nights during dinner. 8106 Brodie #110,
282-2586. www.evangelinecafe.com. $$

CHINESE, INDONESIAN: JAVA GARDENS The
lunch buffet is almost entirely Chinese, while
the evening menu is mostly Indonesian, with a
few Chinese items remaining for the regulars.
The Sunday buffet menu changes weekly.

1717 S. Pleasant Valley #280, 385-8858.
www.javagardens.net. $

CHINESE: CHINA EXPRESS CHINESE
RESTAURANT If you don’t want to shell out
more than 6 or 7 bucks for a decent, filling,
Chinese dinner, this is a good bet. Try the sesa-
me chicken. 1913 E. Riverside, 448-3633. $

FINE DINING: GREEN PASTURES The grande
dame of Austin restaurants for more than 50
years. Sipping milk punch at Sunday brunch in
this stately Southern mansion is one of Austin’s
finest traditions. 811 W. Live Oak, 444-4747.
WWW. g} com. $3$$

INTERIOR MEXICAN: EL BORREGO DE ORO Real
Mexican food, real corn tortillas, and real Mexican
Coca-Colas at a reasonable price. Try the birria
lamb and the perfect picadillo. 3900 S. Congress,
383-0031. www.elborregodeoro.com. $

ITALIAN: BOTTICELLI’S It may be described as
Chicago-style Italian, but this popular spot offers
some sophisticated fare as well. One special,
the clams with sweet vermouth and roasted
peppers over pappardelle pasta, had our critic
swooning. 1321 S. Congress, 916-1315.
www.botticellissouthcongress.com. $$

JAPANESE: ZEN JAPANESE FOOD FAST You have
to work pretty hard to spend more than $7
here. When we want fast, fresh, and tasty food,
we head to one of their three locations. 1303
S. Congress, 444-8081. www.eatzen.com. $

SOUTHERN/DOWN-HOME: CHERRY CREEK
CATFISH RESTAURANT A comfortable family
restaurant with something on the menu to
please everyone. Try the fried green tomatoes.
5712 Manchaca Rd., 440-8810.
www.cherrycreekcatfish.com. $$

ur

BAKERY/COFFEEHOUSE: TEXAS FRENCH BREAD
Still the perfect place to duck in for a scone,
pastry, and cup of coffee. Check out the sand-
wich menu for light lunch fare. 3213 Red River,
478-8794. www.texasfrenchbread.com. $

BARBECUE: RUBY’S BBQ Award-winning natural
barbecue in a down-home Austin setting, with
an outstanding assortment of vegetarian options
and side dishes. Available in sandwiches, by
the plate, and by the pound. 512 W. 29th,
477-1651. www.rubysbbg.com. $

BURGER JOINT: DIRTY MARTIN'S KUM-BAK
PLACE Open since 1926, hamburgers, chicken-
fried steaks, and pork chops are still done
on the griddle. 2808 Guadalupe, 477-3173.
www.dirtymartins.com. $$

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: CAFE INDIGO Along with
Seattle’s Best Coffee, you'll find salads, panini,
soups, slushies, shakes, and something called
Creamice. 2021 Guadalupe (Dobie Mall, sec-
ond floor), 505-0052. $

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: POTBELLY SANDWICH
WORKS If you are still hungry after an Orange
Dreamsickle Smoothie, try one of the dozen or
so sandwich options. You really can't beat a fresh
lunch option for under $10. 2316 Guadalupe,
477-0300. www.potbelly.com. $

FINE DINING, MEDITERRANEAN: FINO
RESTAURANT, PATIO & BAR From the own-
ers of the popular Asti Trattoria in Hyde Park
come influences from Nice to Morocco, Italy to
Athens, all ably executed by chef Tristan White
and his team. 2905 San Gabriel, 474-2905.
www.astiaustin.com. $$$

PIZZA: DOUBLEDAVE’S PIZZAWORKS Shoot pool,
enjoy good beer specials, and stuff yourself
with the campus area’s greasiest and most sat-
isfying indulgence: DoubleDave’s Peproni Rolls.
3000 Duval St., 476-3283.
www.doubledaves.com. $$

PUB GRUB: POSSE EAST Beer and burgers for
the pre-, post-, and during-the-game crowds.
In-house ATM for those who fit into all three
categories. Try the Sheriff's Sandwich while you
check out six flat-screens. 2900 Duval St.,
477-2111. %

SOUTHWESTERN: MOE’S SOUTHWEST GRILL You
won't find heat lamps at this lunch favorite, but
you will find items made to order using fresh
ingredients. Try the Homewrecker burrito.

2270 Guadalupe, 478-6637. www.moes.com. $

TEX-MEX: HORNITOS TEX-MEX CAFE You'll get a

square deal and a fresh meal at this no-frills
Tex-Mex spot. 3704 N. I-35, 524-4195. $

WEST

BARBECUE: POK-E-J0'S SMOKEHOUSE Find
some of the best barbecue in town at this
funky compound just blocks from Downtown.
Offering a large menu of barbecue and sides,
they also deliver. 1603 W. Fifth, 320-1541.
www.pokejos.com. $

CHINESE: SUZI'S CHINA GRILL & SUSHI BAR
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Normally priced Chinese food that to
surpass the mundane, sometimes by a good
bit. Vegetarians, try the eggplant in garlic sauce,
but make sure you specify “without pork.”

7858 Shoal Creek Blvd., 302-4600.
www.suzischinagrill.com, html. $$$

DELI/SANDWICH SHOP: PHOENICIA BAKERY
& DELI Family-run for 14 years, Phoenicia
serves up the most scrumptious Mediterranean
specialties and deli sandwiches around. This is
one of Austin’s treasures. 4701-A Burnet Rd.,
323-6770. www.farsinet.com/phoenicia. $

INDIAN: INDIAN PALACE The buffet for AusTex
vegetarians who need a Punjab fix. With a
menu also blessed with seafood, meats, and
poultry for the carnivore crowd, the food is right
on. 3616 Far West, 241-1732.
www.indianfoodaustin.com. $$

INTERIOR MEXICAN, TEX-MEX: EL CARIBE A little-
known jewel serving a mix of Interior Mexican
and more-conventional Mexican fare. Tastes are
authentic, the prices are very reasonable, and por-
tions are huge. 5610 N. Lamar, 452-6207. $$

ITALIAN: BELLAGIO ITALIAN BISTRO Don't plan
on arriving late and having a leisurely dining
experience - they like to close the kitchen as
soon as the dinner rush starts to slow down.
6507 Jester, 346-8228.
www.bellagioitalianbistro.com. $$$$

JAPANESE: MARU JAPANESE CUISINE & SUSHI
BAR This inviting little spot offers high-quality
sushi and sashimi at reasonable prices, as
well as noodle bowls, teriyaki, bento boxes,
and tempura. Keen attention to detail makes
this a place to remember. 4636 Burnet Rd.,
458-6200. www.austinmaru.com. $$

MEDITERRANEAN: TINO’S GREEK CAFE Northwest
Austin’s gift to the Greek culinary gods. Great
prices and portions served from a cafeteria
line, with oodles of choices for carnivores and
vegetarians alike. 13450 Research #237,
336-5999. $$

TEX-MEX: LA COCINA DE CONSUELO This tiny
yet first-class Mexican food restaurant provides
both sit-down and take-out meals, as well as
exceptional, professional Mexican catering for
your big event. 4516 Burnet Rd., 524-4740.
www.consueloskitchen.com. $
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